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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. France looks to Egypt to push peace bid
1. Abbas says he may renege on agreements with Israel
1. Again, PA warns it'll end security coordination
1. Hamas: Infiltrations into Israeli settlements to manifest the next phase of the 'intifada' 
1. Hamas operatives fear entering tunnels, believe Israel behind collapses 
1. Hamas preparing Iranian-style swarm boat attacks for future clash
1. Gazan accused of planning attacks in Ukraine, Israel
1. Ukrainian Jews flee to Israel amid anti-Semitism in war torn country
1. Bill Gates: Israeli Technology Is "Improving the World"
1. Israel to launch one of the most advanced missile defense systems in the world, with U.S. help
1. Two Arab-Israelis indicted for plotting ISIS attacks
1. Egypt trying and failing to recruit Sinai tribal fighters to battle ISIS
1. United States delivers eight Black Hawk helicopters to Jordan as it fights the threat from ISIS
1. ISIS makes millions playing foreign markets with stolen cash, analysts say
1. Spanish authorities seize 20,000 military uniforms bound for ISIS, Nusra Front
1. Muhammad cartoon contest attack plotter supported ISIS, witness says
1. Syria's Assad: We've shown restraint, but 'everything has a limit'
1. Syria conflict: Massive power blackout across country
1. EU fate at stake on muddy Greek border as migrants trapped
1. EU to give Greece May deadline to register migrants 
1. EU official urges economic migrants to stop coming to Europe
1. Turkey must do more to stop terrorist oil trade, Washington says
1. Lebanon's Hezbollah slams Gulf for 'terror' designation
1. Kerry meets U.N. envoy for Libya, repeats support for unity government
1. North Korea leader tells military to be ready to use nuclear weapons 
1. Kremlin: Russia concerned by N.Korea's readiness to use nuclear arms 
1. Philippines borrowing planes from Japan to patrol South China Sea
1. US Navy deploys several ships to South China Sea
1. China Accuses the U.S. of 'Militarizing' the South China Sea
1. China to boost military spending by about 7 to 8 percent
1. National Security Experts Issue Warning On Trump
1. Team Romney explores blocking Trump at RNC
1. Roger Stone: If Rubio Loses Florida, 'Abundantly Clear Mitt Romney Is Waiting In The Wings'
1. Hannity: Rubio Is A "Hired Gun" For GOP Elites, On "A Suicide Mission" To Stop Trump
1. Murdoch: GOP 'Would Be Mad Not to Unify' Around Trump If He Is Nominee
1. Mexico City lawmakers ask president to ban Donald Trump from entering country
1. Bruce Jenner Supports Ted Cruz, Wants to Be Cruz's 'Trans Ambassador'
1. 32 tech giants are backing Apple in its fight against the FBI
1. Crude prices climb after U.S. oil output falls for 6th week
1. Indonesia earthquake: Tsunami early warning bouys were all inoperable as 7.8 magnitude tremor struck
1. 5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Ndoi Island, Fiji
1. 5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Lorengau, Papua New Guinea
1. 5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Visokoi Island, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
1. 5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Lorengau, Papua New Guinea
1. 5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Sarangani, Philippines
1. 5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Boudinar, Morocco
1. Ruiz volcano in Colombia erupts to 30,000ft
1. Sheveluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 15,000ft
1. Alaid volcano on the Kuril Islands erupts to 11,000ft
1. Manam volcano in Papua New Guinea erupts to 10,000ft
1. Extreme tornado outbreaks have become more common, says study
1. Rare superbug outbreak in Wisconsin is blamed for 18 deaths
1. UN registered 99 sex crime allegations against its staff in 2015 
1. Israel holds its first transgender beauty contest
1. China Tightens Grip on Christianity, Says Gov't Will Ordain Priests, Not the Church
1. New Zealand now legally recognizes weddings performed in the Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Articles: The Dangers of Premillennialism  
1. Saudis ready to give Syrian rebels missiles against Russian warplanes and tanks  
1. Hezbollah Claims a "Nuclear Option" in Tense Standoff with Israel  
1. Hamas has replenished its rocket arsenals; Israeli officials say  
1. This week on 'The Hal Lindsey Report'  
1. Major Biblical Discovery Rocks the World 
1. Daily Jot: Christians, Romney and the "establishment" 
1. Daily Devotion: A Passion for the Lost 
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The Dangers of Premillennialism - Alf Cengia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8205
 
The dangers of premillennialism and taking the Bible too literally...
 
While browsing through a local second-hand book store recently, I came across yet another book attacking dispensationalism. It warned about the subtle dangers associated with premillennialism. Since I'm a sucker for punishment, I bought it. This one is called Left Behind or Left Befuddled, written by Gordon L. Isaac.
 
I like to understand what the opposition says, and how it thinks. I call it the sort of "research" which keeps me honest and on my toes. But I'm beginning to think that I enjoy feeding my Inner Curmudgeon. Maybe I just like being Grumpy.
 
Just about all these polemical books operate along the same themes. It's as if these critics attended the same "How to Attack Premillennial Dispensationalism" seminary course. Whenever I see the words "Left Behind" sprinkled throughout a book, I know where the bulk of the focus will be and the pattern of attack.
 
These critics refer to John Darby and the assumed 19th century origin of dispensationalism. Next stop is Scofield and onwards to Hal Lindsey and Tim LaHaye. Along the way it is normal practice to mention the alleged personal faults of these people as a way to disparage premillennialism, dispensationalism and the rapture.
 
Note that the rapture criticism found in these sorts of book is a red herring. The real objections lie in:
 
1) The dispensational belief in a prominent future for national Israel in a future millennium
 
2) Supporting modern Israel
 
These efforts rarely engage dispensationalism at a high level. They predictably attack the dispensational "literal" interpretation. This is because the theology of the writers often demands the spiritualization of texts which address eschatology and ecclesiology.
 
Isaac cites Vern Poythress' book Understanding Dispensationalists regarding hermeneutics:
 
'They [dispensationalists] will tend not to read it [the Bible] in its historical context but in the context of the twentieth century, their own subcultural context. The Bible is thus regarded as a book written directly to modern people, not mainly to the original readers. Who, then, are the modern people whom the Bible addresses?...To lay dispensationalists "plain" meaning is meaning that they automatically see in a text when they read it against the background of the teaching and examples that they have seen and heard from fellow Christians, most of whom are themselves dispensationalists.' (Emphasis mine)
 
Poythress has been directly responded to by (among others) Dr. Robert L. Saucy and indirectly by Dr. Thomas Ice. In turn we ask: how was Jeremiah 31:31-37; Ezekiel 36:35-36 and Amos 9:14-15 etc understood historically by Israel; and how should we understand them now?
 
The promises outlined in these passages reach into modern times and extend far beyond. Yet supersessionists trot out NT verses which they insist reinterpret them; which is the very thing they claim dispensationalists do. They read these verses in light of their modern understanding of the NT, because they were taught to do it that way.
 
However, the redefining goes beyond reinterpreting the OT via the NT. Non-dispensationalists also reinterpret the NT based on supersessionist theology and cultural preferences. Like Barbara Rossing (The rapture Exposed) Isaac employs the usual bag of genre-apocalyptic excuses to argue for a non-dispensational view of the book of Revelation.
 
We're told that Revelation isn't a "repository of coded information about the events of the end time." Isaac accuses Darby, LaHaye and Jenkins of transposing, domesticating and distorting "John's apocalypse" from its "native vision and art" into a 19th century schema.
 
Funny, I always read it as "The Revelation of Jesus Christ." Apocalypse means revelation, after all. Though I wonder why Jesus even bothered revealing it to John when we can (supposedly) never take a face-value approach to it.
 
Similarly, Barbara Rossing warned of the danger of the Left behind theology's distortion of Revelation. In her schema, Christ is a gentle Lambkin rather than a Messiah returning in wrath. In a typical example of cultural redefinition, Rossing writes that the "beasts" of the "Roman Empire" are long gone but they've been replaced by today's beasts of violence, economic vulnerability, global injustice and irrational fear. Yep, that's four beasts. She's done her job well.
 
Rossing feels so strongly about this she wrote a book on Revelation. You can bet your last dollar that it isn't a verse by verse exegetical commentary. For a book that isn't supposed to have violent content, there certainly is a lot of it to sanitize away. Go ahead and read it for yourself. Kevin Zuber has responded to Rossing.
 
If you're in the business of sanitizing violent Revelation verses, you might also want to redefine Noah's flood, Sodom and Gomorrah and a bunch of other inconvenient non-apocalyptic passages. But I guess this is why Rossing's ELCA colleagues take a scornful view of Old Testament history.
 
The results of rethinking plain texts (contra-dispensationalism) sometimes border on the bizarre. In Revelation 20:4 non-premils spiritualize the resurrection of the beheaded saints and call it "regeneration." This is because they can't have a resurrection there and another one 1000 years later. So you then have a situation where dead saints are saved after their deaths. Does that make doctrinal sense?
 
But what about the so-called dangers of Left Behind theology (aka dispensational premillennialism)?
 
There's a laundry list of cautions handed out to Left Behind readers. For example dispensational end time views are racist towards Jews and Palestinians because of the carnage leading up to Armageddon. Dispensationalism is dangerous because of its view of an end time Jewish Temple will offend Muslims and incite more violence etc. It is dangerous because of its uncritical support of Israel and its interference in Mid-East politics (a favorite) and its escapist theology (another favorite).
 
Many of these polemical writers (Isaac & Rossing included) are fond of citing critic Timothy Weber who has sometimes resorted to anecdotal jibes. Dr. Mike Stallard has responded to Weber and the notion that dispensationalism hurts American politics in the Middle East.
 
For the record, Islamist extremism has never needed pro-Zionist lobbying or temples as excuses for violence. Just look at pre 19th century history. The genocide of Christians in the Middle East has nothing to do with Zionism, dispensationalism, Left Behind politics or Israel. Moreover, anti-Israel Christian activists have come under criticism for ignoring Middle Eastern Christian suffering under Islam.
 
One highly prominent anti-Zionist - who wrote a book suggesting Christian Zionists are marching towards Armageddon - has done his best to inflame the situation. He and his cohorts have consistently given Iran, Hezbollah, Hamas and the PA impetus by demonizing Israel via conferences and various mediums. In the end he was banned from all media by his church for publicly entertaining the notion that Israel was behind the 9/11 attacks.
 
Finally, I find it ironic that non-dispensationalists find various offenses in the "Left Behind" beliefs of a premillennial Jewish Temple, the Armageddon conflagration and Jesus Christ returning in judgment and wrath, when Scripture plainly teaches these things.
 
Dispensational premillennialists try to understand the sense and meaning of Revelation and its hundreds of Old Testament (and NT) allusions. Jesus Christ gave us the Olivet Discourse and Revelation for a good reason. Paul wrote Thessalonians for a good reason. Daniel, Isaiah Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Zechariah, Hosea etc harmonize with the NT and The book of Revelation.
 
All these were given as warnings to the world. Shouldn't we be paying attention?
 
Yet you have a broad group which ignores God's prophetic warnings and imposes its Gnostic cultural feelings onto these texts. Or it tries to weave Revelation and prophecy into its own theological assumptions.
 
Which is ultimately the more dangerous?
 
But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man. Luke 21:34-36
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Saudis ready to give Syrian rebels missiles against Russian warplanes and tanks - http://www.debka.com/article/25276/Saudis-ready-to-give-Syrian-rebels-missiles-against-Russian-warplanes-and-tanks
 
For the first time in the five-year Syrian conflict, Saudi Arabia is preparing to supply Syrian rebel groups with anti-air and anti-tank missiles in an attempt to stall Russia's military efforts to extend Bashar Assad's days in power. Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the defense minister, is choreographing this escalated Saudi intervention in the Syrian war. He plans to arm Syrian rebels militias with missiles capable of striking the new Russian T-90 tanks, which debkafile's intelligence sources disclose were shipped directly to the Syrian army's armed divisions in the last two weeks from the Russian Black Sea base of Novorossiysk.
 
The big Russian landing craft Novocherkassk, which unloaded a further supply of tanks at Tartus port on Thursday, Thursday, March 3, also delivered a consignment of MLRS rocket launchers.
 
A second Russian vessel is heading for Syria with more hardware.
 
 This is in line with Moscow's decision to upgrade the Syrian army's armaments and rebuild the units severely ravaged by five years of combat. For Riyadh, this is tantamount to the indefinite and unacceptable prolongation of Assad's days in power.
 
 Most Western and Middle East observers think the Saudis may be bluffing about their plan to arm Syrian rebels with missiles, as a ploy to get Washington and Moscow to treat them seriously as a player on the Syrian stage and take their interests into account. Ideally, Riyadh would hope to break up American cooperation with Iran in Iraq and Russian cooperation with Iran in Syria.
 
The Saudis have so far pitched into this endlessly complex scenario with two tangible steps:
 
1. The deployment last week of four Saudi Air Force F-15 bomber fighters at the Turkish base of Incirlik near the Syrian border, to be followed by a contingent of ground troops for operations in Syria.
 
2. A direct challenge to Iran's fighting arm in Syria, the Lebanese Hezbollah and its leader Hassan Nasrallah,  by cancelling the $4 billion defense package Riyadh had pledged for the rehabilitation of Lebanon's armed forces. The Lebanese high command is collaborating increasingly with Hezbollah and a large slice of Saudi assistance funds would most certainly have reached its hands.
 
 According to a high-ranking Saudi source, the decision to arm Syrian rebels with missiles is final. He said, "The Syrian opposition might soon acquire surface-to-air missiles, which will raise the wrath of Russia and Iran." He added:: "No Saudi official will own up to these consignments but, just as 30 years ago, Saudi Arabia was not deterred from intervening in Afghanistan against the Russian army - and we came out the winners" - we will not hesitate to take on the Russian army in Syria too.
 
debkafile's military sources point out that in the Afghan war, the Saudis acted with the full support of the United States, whereas in Syria, the Americans are solidly opposed to any Saudi intervention. That is a huge difference between the two cases.
 
 The introduction of Saudi missiles in support of the anti-Assad opposition would create a new situation in the Syrian conflict, whereby Riyadh also has a say - not just Washington, Moscow and Tehran. And that is exactly what Defense Minister Mohammed was after. Saudi willingness to give the rebels missiles takes the oil kingdom's intervention in the Syrian conflict a lot farther than Israel, the Gulf emirates, Jordan or Turkey have been ready to go until now.
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Hezbollah Claims a 'Nuclear Option' in Tense Standoff with Israel - Neri Zilber - http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/03/03/hezbollah-claims-a-nuclear-option-in-tense-standoff-with-israel.html
 
The threat of devastation on both sides of the Israel-Lebanon conflict is now enormous. Does that mean no more wars?
 
 "Lebanon has a nuclear bomb," Hezbollah Secretary General Hassan Nasrallah declared in a televised address to supporters of the Shia militant group in Beirut last month. "This is no exaggeration," he went on, before admitting that it was, in fact, a slight exaggeration.  "We don't really have a nuclear bomb," he said, laughing-rather, the threat was that "several missiles" launched from Lebanon onto ammonia storage depots in the Israeli port city of Haifa would "lead to the same impact as a nuclear bomb." Citing a previous Israeli study, Nasrallah claimed that blowing up 15,000 tons of the toxic gas in a densely populated region of 800,000 people would lead to tens of thousands of casualties.
 
In Israel, Hezbollah's latest threat dominated national headlines, underlining the tense cold war going on between the two old foes. Like the historic global battle between East and West, this more localized Middle Eastern version sees both Israel and Hezbollah preparing tenaciously for the next round of hostilities, a hot war of untold destruction, while maintaining the present nervy standoff and engaging carefully, when need be, in contained skirmishes. 
 
"The missiles of the resistance cover each and every spot in occupied Palestine," Nasrallah threatened, touting his "nuclear" option. Yet in line with classic deterrence theory, he went on to add: "We do not want war. This kind of war is not part of our strategy, but we must be ready for it, in order to prevent it and in order to be able to win it, if it takes place."
 
Such a statement perfectly encapsulates Israel's current strategic thinking regarding Hezbollah as well. 
 
Nasrallah's boast about his group's expansive missile capabilities is not mere bluster. Haifa's ammonia depots are just one of many potential targets inside Israel.  Hezbollah's rocket and missile arsenal, estimated at 150,000, is believed to now hold precision guidance systems-putting not only Haifa's heavy industries but the Israel Defense Forces' (IDF) Kiryah Tel Aviv headquarters, the Knesset parliament building in Jerusalem, and the nuclear reactor in Dimona in harm's way. 
 
A day after Nasrallah spoke, IDF chief of staff Lt. Gen. Gadi Eisenkot admitted that Hezbollah was Israel's biggest threat and the "organization with the most significant capabilities" to inflict harm on the country.  Indeed, in private discussions IDF officers betray a grudging respect for Hezbollah, comparing other armed groups-Hamas, ISIS, etc.-to the Lebanese militia and finding them all wanting. 
 
Nearly everything Eisenkot has done since assuming the top military post one year ago appears to have been done with Hezbollah in mind. 
 
The IDF is in the process of implementing a new five-year strategic plan called "Gideon" that views sub-state armed groups like Hezbollah as Israel's main military threat-above conventional armies or even the Iranian nuclear program. 
 
As part of Gideon, the IDF is restructuring its force posture, one element of which was the formation of an elite Commando Brigade for more agile, penetrating attacks against guerrilla groups. The Israeli Air Force, as the Jerusalem Post and others have reported, has been developing more "efficient" precision-strike capabilities that can deliver thousands of bombs onto targets daily- to exactly combat Hezbollah's widely dispersed missile storage facilities and command and control positions. More revealing still: For the past several years IDF infantry and armor brigades have been undergoing intensive training exercises, with an eye to a major ground offensive inside Lebanon.
 
Just what that ground operation would look like recently was described for The Daily Beast by a senior IDF officer with responsibility for Lebanon, who spoke on condition of anonymity, according to IDF protocol. 
 
The difference between the last major Israel-Hezbollah confrontation in 2006, when Hezbollah held out for weeks against the once-seemingly invincible IDF, and the next conflict, the officer explained, "Will be the difference between an operation and a war: 2006 was an operation and we didn't use all of our power. Next time it won't just be planes flying around." (In 2006, Israel initially tried to win the fight without putting boots on the ground.) This time, said the officer, "Ground forces will be maneuvering into southern Lebanon, wherever Hezbollah is-we will use all of our power to destroy Hezbollah militarily."
 
Of course, in the 2006 war, Israel did belatedly launch an ill-defined ground campaign. In the next conflict, the IDF seems to be promising, a major ground offensive likely tallying several divisions is a given. 
 
Based on past campaigns, whether against Hezbollah in Lebanon or Hamas in the Gaza Strip, a ground component is likely the only way to stem the rate of enemy fire-via rockets and missiles-targeting Israel's civilian population. "Indirect fire" it's called, a brutally effective, and cynical, asymmetric warfighting strategy meant to sabotage Israeli civilian life while almost welcoming harsh Israeli airstrikes that usually bring with them high civilian casualties, since organizations like Hezbollah and Hamas are known to operate among their own civilian populations. 
 
On the eve of the 2006 conflict Hezbollah had an estimated 12,000 to 18,000 rockets in its arsenal, and was able to keep firing at Israel for the duration of the 34-day war. Hamas in 2014 had an estimated arsenal of 10,000 rockets and was able to keep firing at Israel for nearly two months. Hezbollah has now dramatically upped the ante, with more sophisticated weapons systems and an arsenal, as mentioned, of 150,000 rockets including those precision missiles. A recent report in the Israeli Yediot Ahronoth daily stated that, in the next conflict, Hezbollah could likely maintain a rate of fire of over 1,000 rockets and missiles-per day. It's unclear what kind of damage such firepower can wreak on Israel (and what damage Israel will feel it has to wreak in response), and how Israel's advanced missile defense systems, operational since 2011, will cope with such a deluge. 
 
Tellingly, it was precisely Eisenkot, in a prior position as commander of the IDF Northern Command, who gave rise to the "Dahiya Doctrine," a strategy intended to deter Hezbollah aggressiveness through the promise of "non-proportional" devastation being brought to bear on the group's south Beirut stronghold.  This, along with the above promises of a major ground offensive, is Israel's own version of deterrence theory, a threat of unchecked war in order to avoid war.
 
Neither side wants a major escalation at present, in particular Hezbollah, given its direct involvement in the Syrian civil war-a major constraining factor for the organization, according to IDF assessments. 
 
Yet as the senior IDF officer pointed out, "Hezbollah is organizing and preparing for the next round-checking Israeli responses and border obstacles, patrolling the border, building new combat posts, training its forces deep inside Lebanon" and, of course, there are the missiles. 
 
The officer was, indeed, "impressed" by Hezbollah's ability to do all this while so deeply committed to the Syrian front-a commitment, he added, that may give the group tangible small-unit offensive capabilities to take the next fight into Israel itself, perhaps through underground attack tunnels similar to those used by Hamas in Gaza.  
 
But the Syrian conflict has also opened a new front in the Israel-Hezbollah cold war, whereby Hezbollah-along with its Iranian patron-has used the anarchy to establish terror cells among the Druze villages in the northern Golan Heights bordering Israel. 
 
Hezbollah assistance has helped the Assad regime retain this small pocket of influence; according to Israel, the largest number of Syrian rocket and IED attacks on its citizens and soldiers come from this area of the Golan. 
 
Israel, in turn, has responded with its own version of proxy war, reportedly targeting senior Hezbollah and Iranian operatives responsible for the Golan front at least twice via airstrikes in the past year. More interesting still, Israeli officialdom concedes that it provides Druze villages on the Syrian frontier with "humanitarian assistance," possibly beyond the medical aid that has been widely publicized. As the IDF officer stated cryptically, "The wishes of the local people are key-they want to maintain daily life, and we want to keep terror away from the Israeli border." 
 
Given the volatility of this Syrian front-including multiple reported Israeli airstrikes on suspected Hezbollah weapons shipments-it's not a surprise to hear from the IDF officer, "Even a very small spark can start a confrontation."
 
Hezbollah has so far been careful not to respond to the above losses with deadlier force than it deems absolutely necessary, precisely so as to avoid a wider war. 
 
Israel, too, doesn't officially take credit for any strikes inside Syria, allowing the Shia militia some plausible deniability. But this is a high-stakes game with great potential for strategic miscalculation. The recent decision by Saudi Arabia and its Gulf allies to pull out of Lebanon and brand Hezbollah a terrorist organization in fact opens the door for it and Iran to establish even greater control there, and may bring a period of increased tensions with Israel. As was the case in the East-West Cold War, a local incident could undo the best-laid deterrence doctrines. 
 
Based on the serious preparations underway and firepower available to both sides, the next Israel-Hezbollah war holds the potential to be the most destructive Arab-Israeli confrontation since the 1973 October War. Hezbollah might not have a real nuclear bomb, and Nasrallah might still be laughing for the cameras, but a whiff of mutually assured destruction still hovers over the lives of citizens in both Israel and Lebanon.
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Hamas has replenished its rocket arsenals; Israeli officials say - By Avi Issacharoff - http://www.timesofisrael.com/hamas-has-replenished-its-rocket-arsenals-israeli-officials-say/
 
Gaza's terrorist rulers have as many rockets as before 2014 war, but they are of lower quality; 40,000 Gazans said involved in 'military wing'
 
Roughly a year and a half after the end of Operation Protective Edge, Israeli officials believe that Hamas has replenished its rocket supply, reaching the number of rockets that it had before the operation began. 
 
At the start of the summer 2014 conflict, Hamas had approximately 12,000 rockets of various ranges, including long-range rockets. It fired approximately 4,600 rockets during the 50-day war, and roughly 4,000 more were hit from the air in Israeli bombardments. That left the terror group with about one-third of its original arsenal.
 
Since late August 2014, Hamas has worked intensively to regain its military capabilities - replenishing the rocket arsenals, and restoring its terror-tunnel network.
 
Israeli officials now assess that Hamas has roughly the number of rockets that it had in June 2014. A major difference, though, is that most of the rockets are relatively short range and of lower quality, the officials believe.
 
On the strength of the experience it gained during the war, Hamas has also been stockpiling mortar shells, which inflicted heavy damage to property and life in communities on Gaza's periphery and on IDF troops stationed around Gaza.
 
The new rockets are mostly locally produced - due to the closing of the tunnels that ran between Sinai and the Gaza Strip and the difficulty Hamas faces in smuggling standard rockets and weapons into Gaza. The locally made rockets are regarded as inferior, partly because smaller quantities of explosive materials are making it into Gaza due to the tunnel closures.
 
Overall, therefore, the officials said, Hamas has restored its rocket quantities, but the quality and precision of the new rockets are significantly lower.
 
The Hamas military wing is still relentlessly seeking to smuggle in various materials to produce improved rockets and other weaponry, the officials said.
 
Items such as steel cables, which can be used to build tunnels; and polyester, which can be used in rocket production, were intercepted by Israel at the Kerem Shalom border crossing in recent weeks.
 
Israeli officials believe that roughly 40,000 people belong to Hamas's military wing and its various offshoots in the Gaza Strip - including a civilian police force. Some 20,000 of these Gazans are in the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades, and about 1,000 are involved in the tunnels project.
 
On the strength of the experience it gained during the war, Hamas has also been stockpiling mortar shells, which inflicted heavy damage to property and life in communities on Gaza's periphery and on IDF troops stationed around Gaza.
 
The new rockets are mostly locally produced - due to the closing of the tunnels that ran between Sinai and the Gaza Strip and the difficulty Hamas faces in smuggling standard rockets and weapons into Gaza. The locally made rockets are regarded as inferior, partly because smaller quantities of explosive materials are making it into Gaza due to the tunnel closures.
 
Overall, therefore, the officials said, Hamas has restored its rocket quantities, but the quality and precision of the new rockets are significantly lower.
 
The Hamas military wing is still relentlessly seeking to smuggle in various materials to produce improved rockets and other weaponry, the officials said.
 
Items such as steel cables, which can be used to build tunnels; and polyester, which can be used in rocket production, were intercepted by Israel at the Kerem Shalom border crossing in recent weeks.
 
Israeli officials believe that roughly 40,000 people belong to Hamas's military wing and its various offshoots in the Gaza Strip - including a civilian police force. Some 20,000 of these Gazans are in the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades, and about 1,000 are involved in the tunnels project.



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/a8ea3f9f-101b-4e99-bbad-21635a2740fe.jpg]


NOW BOTH DVDs FOR ONLY $29.95


NOW SHIPPING!!!

MAGOG RISING

More than 2,500 years ago, God gave the prophet Ezekiel an astonishing prophecy to give to the world, one that would be fulfilled in "the latter days." Many Bible scholars feel that the prophesied events, found in Ezekiel 38 and 39, could be fulfilled in the near future, and that we might already be witnessing the stage being set and the actors being moved into place, in light of current events happening in the Middle East, right now.
 
In Ezekiel 38, Russia, Iran, and an alliance of Muslim nations invade Israel due to a "hook placed in the mouth of Russia" to bring Russia down to invade Israel. That hook could very well be the natural-gas fields discovered off the coast of Israel or the more recent finding of massive oil deposits in the Golan Heights.
 
With Russian and Iranian military forces now cooperating  and engaging in combat in Syria, just miles north of the border of Israel, people are asking if these events are setting the stage for the fulfillment of what Bible scholars call the "War of Gog & Magog" that is supposed to take place in the End of Days?
 
Join us in this exciting new DVD as we examine Ezekiel 38 & 39 and the infamous war of Gog & Magog, and compare it to today's headlines and current events in the Middle East.

The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War
 About the time of the end the biblical prophet Ezekiel tells of a future invasion of Israel by a vast coalition of nations, known as the battle of Gog and Magog, we find this in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39. As we read the headlines in the newspapers of today, and witness the conflicts in the Middle East, it's not hard to imagine that this invasion prophesied over 2600 years ago, could be fulfilled in the immediate future.  Ezekiel 36-37 predicts a gathering of the Jews to the nation of Israel, which will be followed by this massive invasion.  For 19 centuries, the Jewish people were scattered throughout the world, and until May 14, 1948, there was no nation of Israel to invade.  With the nation of Israel now a reality, the stage seems set for the war that will usher in the tribulation and the rise of the Antichrist; a war that will end with the destruction of Israel's enemies by God Himself, and lead to the signing of a peace treaty with the Antichrist.
 
As you read Ezekiel 38 and 39, it isn't just the creation of the nation of Israel that makes this prophecy seem likely to be fulfilled in the near future.  The nations that God tells us will form this coalition against Israel seem more likely now than perhaps ever before to form just such an alliance." The leaders of this coalition will be Russia and Iran, and currently both of these nations are right on Israel's doorstep, under the pretense of battling ISIS in Syria. I believe that there are a couple of unfulfilled prophecies that will lead-up to this massive invasion of Israel, and as we read today's headlines, we find that the fulfillment of these two prophesied events, could happen very soon! 
 
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War

 
TO ORDER THIS NEW DVDS - CLICK HERE
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For every "Convergence" DVD that you purchase, you will receive a second one for FREE to out hand out or give away. For example, if you buy 5 DVDs, you will receive 10.

"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.


All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!


To Order this Video on DVD Click Here!
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This week on 'The Hal Lindsey Report' - Hal Lindsey - www.hallindsey.com
 
In 1954, the American Legion sponsored a series of network television broadcasts called "Back to God." On one of those national telecasts, President Dwight D. Eisenhower appeared from the White House. He thanked the American Legion for urging Americans to acknowledge God in their daily lives. 
 
Then the President said, "As a former soldier, I am delighted that our veterans are sponsoring a movement to increase our awareness of God in our daily lives. In battle, they (the veterans) learned a great truth, that there are no atheists in the foxholes." 
 
Can you imagine this happening today? 
 
The President humbly referred to himself as "a former soldier." In truth, he was one of only five Americans to earn the rank of five-star general. He was the Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in Europe in World War II. He and General George Washington are undeniably the most widely admired soldiers in American history. 
 
Fast forward to 2013. An Air Force chaplain at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson near Anchorage, Alaska, wrote a column for the base website. Keep in mind that Lt. Col. Reyes is a chaplain. He titled his column: "No Atheists in Foxholes: Chaplains Gave All in World War II." 
 
His look back at the contributions and sacrifices of chaplains on the battlefields of World War II quoted one of America's most beloved soldiers and Presidents, Dwight Eisenhower. Now, that sounds like pretty safe territory for a military chaplain to tread, doesn't it? An officer whose job is to provide spiritual comfort and guidance to his troops remembering the sacrifices of other officers who provided spiritual comfort and guidance to their troops on the battlefield? And basing it on a quote from one of America's greatest soldiers and Presidents? 
 
Wrong. 
 
Folks, this ain't 1954 and that ain't your Daddy's Oldsmobile! 
 
Chaplain Reyes was reprimanded for the column and his base commander publicly apologized for not stopping him from discussing religious subjects on the base website. What was the chaplain expected to discuss? Automotive repair tips? 
 
So what has changed since 1954? Lots of things, obviously, but two stand out: 1. These are the last days. 2. Mikey Weinstein. 
 
You probably remember Mr. Weinstein from previous programs. He heads the benignly and misleadingly named Military Religious Freedom Foundation or MRFF. (A more appropriate name would be the Military Freedom FROM Religion Foundation.) 
 
The MRFF protested the chaplain's column and within five hours it was removed from Elmendorf's website. 
 
Apparently no place or venue is safe from Mr. Weinstein's near-omnipresent gaze. He's the guy who publicly called a Christian service member sharing his or her faith "spiritual rape." He has labeled Christians "monsters," "terrorists," and "enemies of the Constitution." 
 
Who cares, you say? He sounds like a nut! Well, I agree, but President Obama doesn't. In fact, Weinstein has become the Administration's go-to guy on topics of "religious tolerance" in the U.S. military. Which sounds about par for the course these days -- pick someone who has NO religious tolerance to advise the brass on religious tolerance. 
 
Just a few short decades ago, our national leaders actually promoted faith in God and the inclusion of God in the life and fabric of the nation. You see, they faced the specter of an opposing world superpower who sought to eliminate God and vest His authority in the State. 
 
They understood that America's strength lay in her citizens' belief in and obeisance to an authority higher than man-made government: the Divine Creator. That freed us from the doubt and indecision and fear that pervades when the conduct of our lives is determined solely by whoever is in power at the moment. 
 
It's a short and undeniable principle: Man changes. God doesn't. It doesn't take a rocket scientist or brain surgeon to figure which of the two will provide a more stable national environment. 
 
On August 21, 1941, President Franklin Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill sat together, with hundreds of sailors and marines, at a church service aboard the HMS Prince of Wales in a harbor on the coast of Newfoundland. They sang the hymns of the church and drank in the strength provided by a mutual spiritual heritage and faith in a common God. 
 
Later, Roosevelt told his son that the service "cemented us" for the dark days of World War II that lay ahead. Churchill wept during "Onward, Christian Soldiers" and later remarked that, "Every word seemed to stir the heart. It was a great hour to live." 
 
It brings tears to my eyes just writing these words. My friends, that is a world that is long past. 
 
In Britain today, fewer than 10% attend religious services, and a majority of those are Muslim. Now, the number one choice for a baby's name in the UK is "Mohammed." 
 
In Luke 18:8, Jesus Himself asked this question: "When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?" Some studies show that atheism will replace "religion" as the dominant spiritual practice by 2041. 
 
I personally don't worry too much about atheism because every man and woman has an innate awareness of God. But I do worry about the church. Will we become so desperate to attract people to our pews that we'll modify and water down the message of the Gospel? Perfect examples of this are the liberal denominations that have become like empty sepulchers. And now it's happening in many evangelical mega-churches. 
 
At the rate we're going, and if the President and his party get their way, I'm not certain Jesus will find faith in the military when He returns. Likewise, I doubt He'll find faith in the ranks of academia or even in the lower echelons of our educational system. It appears that faith is in achingly short supply in the entertainment business already. Government, at least on the federal level, has already declared its independence from faith and conscience. Many believe that business, especially Big Business, turned its back on God long ago and worships only at the altar of the dollar. 
 
So where will Jesus look for faith when He returns? In your heart and mine. That's why, no matter what happens in the world around us (and it's happening fast and furiously), stand confidently on the firm foundation of God's immutable promises to us. "Then after the battle you will still be standing firm." (Ephesians 6:13, NLT) 
 
Don't miss this week's Report on TBN, Daystar, CPM Network, The Word Network, various local stations, www.hallindsey.com  or www.hischannel.com . Check your local listings. 
God Bless, 
 
Hal Lindsey
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Major Biblical Discovery Rocks the World - Muslims Are LIVID - Chandra Medina - http://patriotupdate.com/breaking-news-major-biblical-discovery-rocks-the-world-muslims-are-livid/
 
This is exciting! Archeologists have made a biblical discovery that is the first of its kind! Muslims are extremely upset because there is new evidence that the Jews ruled Israel long before Palestinians claimed the land.
 
Charisma News reports that the royal seal of Kind Hezekiah, who ruled around 700 B.C. has been added to the nation's extensive collection of ancient artifacts. 
 
Hezekiah was described in the bible as a daring monarch- "There was no one like him among all the kings of Judah, either before him or after him" (2 Kings 18:5)-who was dedicated to eliminating idolatry in his kingdom. 
 
This is the first time that a seal impression of an Israelite or Judean king has ever come to light in a scientific archaeological excavation,'' Mazar said. 
 
The detailed clay seal, known as a bulla, was uncovered near the southern part of the wall surrounding Jerusalem's Old City. It was mistakenly buried in a refuse dump around the time of the Israelite king.
 
After five years of research, a team member was able to decipher the text. 
 
The dots help separate the words:" Belonging to Hezekiah (son of) Ahaz king of Judah." "It's always a question, what are the real facts behind biblical stories," Mazar said. "Here we have a chance to get as close as possible to the person himself, to the king himself."
 
 Researchers were ecstatic to reveal that they have stumbled upon the first found seal of a biblical Israelite king.
 
 
However this discovery not only has a biblical significance, but is relevant to Palestine conflict today. The word "Palestine" is believed by many to be a name derived from the Egyptian and Hebrew term for "migrants" or "wanderers", and comes from the biblical tribe of the Philistines, who were barbaric nomads determined to conquer the Israelite. However, as the bible describes, the Philistines' giant fighter, Goliath, was defeated by a shepherd named David, who went on to become the king of Israel in the 10th century B.C.
 
This seal precedes even the earliest mention of an official derivative of Palestine- 200 years after King Hezekiah. 
 
This means there is tangible proof that an Israelite king ruled the area known as Israel today long before anyone mildly considered a Palestinian lived in the area. 
 
So all the claims of Islam being the true ancestral owners of the land that Israel now occupies and the claims that Israel stole the land given them by "Allah" are all FALSE! 
 
One thing is for sure, what happens next is going to be an awesome manifestation of biblical prophecy unfolding right before our eyes!!
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Daily Jot: Christians, Romney and the "establishment" - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
Establishment Republicans are trying to stop the "people" from choosing a specific candidate. After spending over 16 years as a high level political consultant in the 1980s and 90s, I know the "establishment Republicans" well. They are essentially moderate Democrats, generally pro-abortion, common ground-oriented with the Democratic Party. They vehemently dislike Christian conservatives, while demonstrating their "Christianity" by showing up for church on Sundays. They fought against Ronald Reagan at every juncture. They used visceral language and tactics against Christian conservatives, but like their track record in electing presidents (Dole, McCain, Romney), they were often ineffective. 
 
Their tactic is to hold the "establishment" base by parading their last losing puppet to center stage-Mitt Romney-and say bad things about the non-establishment candidate--even after that candidate had endorsed and worked for Romney's failed election bid in 2012. Christian conservatives, then ultimately Christians in general, couldn't swallow their religious objections and vote for a Mormon. So the Islamic Marxist got another term, and America fell deeper into a socio-economic black hole. The "establishment Republicans," following the example of Christians in 2012, are obviously pursuing another such folly. To them it's better to scuttle a candidate they don't agree with rather than defeat a clear and present danger.
 
Romney had the chance to knock out a sitting "president" and went soft on him, which is the hallmark of the "establishment Republican." On January 30, Romney said he wasn't going to run again. He said, "I believe that one of our next generation of Republican leaders, one who may not be as well-known as I am today, one who has not yet taken their message across the country, one who is just getting started, may well emerge as being better able to defeat the Democrat nominee." The NY Times reports that Romney Thursday called Donald Trump a "phony," "a fraud," and said he is "playing the American people for suckers."  But that's what the establishment GOP did by running Dole, McCain, and Romney.
 
Romney held no credibility with Christians four years ago as indicated by their non vote. What has changed? Just that Romney said what is on the minds of a lot of people, so all of a sudden that makes him credible? Romney says Trump doesn't have the judgment to be president. Remember Romney wouldn't even make the current "president's" lack of judgment an issue. Establishment Republicans would rather have four more years of evil in the Oval Office than have someone who threatens their power. They are like the scribes and Pharisees of old. That should speak volumes to any discerning person. Jesus said in Matthew 24:4, "Take heed that no man deceive you." Good advice for this political season. There is going to be a lot of noise, charges and counter charges. Take heed of what is at stake. Pray and act.
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Daily Devotion: A Passion for the Lost - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
"My heart is filled with bitter sorrow and unending grief for my people, my Jewish brothers and sisters. I would be willing to be forever cursed--cut off from Christ!--if that would save them." -Romans 9:2-3
 
The apostle Paul had something essential for effective evangelism: a God-given burden for those who did not know Jesus Christ. In his case, the burden was for his own people, the Jews. He cared. It burned inside him.
 
General William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, once said that his desire, had it been possible, would be to dangle his evangelism trainees over hell for 24 hours. That way, they could see the reality that awaits those who do not know Jesus Christ.
 
That wouldn't have been necessary for Paul, who spoke of his love and burning passion for unbelievers. I think it is there for us in Scripture so that we don't become so obsessed with our own struggles and spiritual growth that we forget about people who need to know Christ. 
 
I think Paul makes an amazing statement in Romans 9 when he says, in essence, "If it were possible, I would give up my hope of eternal life so that others who do not know could come to faith." That's a pretty dramatic statement.
 
As believers, you and I have a responsibility to those outside the church-those outside the faith. If God's love is really working in our lives, it should motivate us to do something for Him. 
 
If you pray that God will give you this burden, then be careful. The results could be life-changing. You just may be surprised at how quickly He answers you. I'm praying that God gives you an opportunity today to invite a friend to Harvest America, happening this Sunday. It's not too late to be a part of this outreach, and to see lives changed forever!
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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