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	3/22/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Khamenei calls 'Death to America' as Kerry hails progress on nuke deal
Western powers stress unity in Iran talks, 'won't do bad deal'
France says deal with Iran must be robust, guarantee no atomic bomb
Iran's leader rules out regional cooperation with US
Ayatollah: Iran nuke talks 'fraudulent'
Kerry says time to make 'hard decisions' in nuclear talks with Iran
Iranian FM Zarif hopes to 'finalize' nuclear deal with West this week
Iran's Rouhani says nuclear issues can all be resolved
Iran top leader: US wants to turn Iranians against Islamic rule
Iranian Leader Khamenei: A Society Steeped In The Spirit Of Martyrdom Is Unstoppable
Global war will result in 'banner of Islam' over White House, top Iranian official vows
John Bolton - No Accident That Obama Excluded Iran And Hezbollah From Terrorist Threat Assessment
Attackers yelling 'we will kill you' storm synagogue in London suburb, leave worshipers bloody 
Obama rips Netanyahu's election rhetoric, says US will 'evaluate' options on Mid East talks
US-Israel rift has Arabs optimistic over UN Palestine resolution
Obama: It's now 'hard to find path' on Mideast peace process
Bipartisan bill would seed $50 million to promote Israel-Palestine civil reconciliation groups 
Jeb Bush Condemned Over Speech at Anti-Israel Conference
Netanyahu must make amends with Israel's Arab citizens, Herzog says
Labor confirms Netanyahu sought unity government 
PA Approaches Hamas, Islamic Jihad After Israeli Elections
Hamas Pledges 'Liberation' of PA From 'Traitors'
Israeli Christians: We'll No Longer Live a Lie 
British medical students believed to have crossed into Syria to help ISIS
Pentagon investigates 'IS online threat' to US military
Islamic State calls on backers to kill 100 U.S. military personnel
45 Dead in Attacks on Syria Kurds Celebrating New Year
Tunisia arrests suspected militants after museum attack
UN security council to hold special meeting on Yemen crisis
US troops 'withdraw from Yemen'
Pentagon loses sight of $500 million in counterterrorism aid given to Yemen
Al-Qaida driven out of Yemen city after killing 20 soldiers
Sen. Rand Paul calls for Americans to boycott Saudi Arabia
Ahead of US visit, Afghan leader warns of Islamic State threat
U.S. must release more Abu Ghraib photos: Federal judge
Florida teacher suspended for allegedly calling student 'Taliban'
Suspect in New Orleans airport machete attack dies; explosives found in bag
Undocumented Immigrants Failing To Appear At Hearings Increasing
Big Brother in Big Apple? NYC gunshot tracking system sparks privacy concerns
I spy...then sell the data: Orbital's bet on satellites and drones
Scientists at Large Hadron Collider hope to make contact with parallel universe in days
5.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Yigo Mayor's Office, Guam
5.4 magnitude earthquake hits near L'Esperance Rock, New Zealand
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Ndoi Island, Fiji
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Tobelo, Indonesia
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Lambasa, Fiji
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Chimbote, Peru
Sheviluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 27,000ft
Kliuchevskoi volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 23,000ft
Colima volcano in Mexico erupt sto 22,000ft
Popocateptl volcano in Mexico erupts to 20,000ft
Zhupanovsky volcano on Kamchakta, Russia erupts to 17,000ft
Cyclone Nathan: People take shelter as winds and rain lash Arnhem Land coast
Tropical Cyclone Reuben developes south of Tonga in the South Pacific
Religion helps Vanuatuans through cyclone shock
California first to feel hydro-power crunch of drought
Dead Sea sinkholes growing at alarming rate
Supertide turns abbey into island
Paris Bans Half of Its Vehicles on Monday As Result of Dense Smog
CBS News: '1,200 middle school children trudged through latest snow storm to UN' to hear Pharrell on 'global warming'
Greenpeace Co-Founder: 'Why I'm a Climate Skeptic'
When legally liable, companies don't dispute global warming 
A coming crackdown on Federal Reserve power?
80,000 ObamaCare tax forms on hold
CDC's 'inconsistent' lab practices threaten its credibility, report says
Ethics of embryo editing divides scientists
Sierra Leone orders three-day lockdown against Ebola
France passes new end-of-life legislation to alleviate suffering
Gallup ranks top metro areas with highest percentage of LGBT residents
This Ballot Measure Would Make 'Sodomy' Punishable by Death. California's Attorney General Might Not Be Able to Keep It Off the Ballot.
South Alabama Presbyterians react to ratification of gay marriage amendment
83,000 Bibles Sent to Cuba to Keep Up With 'Incredible' Growth of Christianity
2-Year-Old Girl Accused of Trying to Poison Mother for Taking Away iPhone
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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 IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. The Miracle of Israel and Jerusalem
1. In Defense of Israel
1. This Steadily Growing Darkness
1. This Present Apostasy
1. When God delays
1. Featured Article: What Does The Bible Say About Israel's Future?      
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The Miracle of Israel and Jerusalem - Joseph Chambers - http://www.pawcreek.org/open-bible-dialog/the-miracle-of-israel-and-jerusalem 
 
 
Matthew 24
 
15 "So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel-let the reader understand
 
16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 
 
21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now-and never to be equaled again.
 
If Israel could be destroyed and all the Jews eliminated so that the radical Arab world would be satisfied, Biblical prophecy would be no more. If Obama could have his way in his support of Islam, we would forever forget the Book of Revelation. This Masterpiece would be a great fraud and End Time Prophecy would be finished. The world could continue its abandonment to the wilderness of despair. Salvation from sin would no longer exist and Satan could rule the world until everything imploded.
 
Suddenly, the Great Tribulation stopped, all judgments ceased, the insane weather patterns became perfectly calm, and the Chosen Nation of the Lord came into view. Before the Anti-Christ could release his vicious anger against Israel, an elected number must be redeemed and sealed. This beautiful company were not converted to Jesus Christ before the Rapture but were deeply pious and anxious for the messiah to come. When Jesus raptures His bride, no place on earth will be as stirred and shaken as Jerusalem.
 
This pause in the proceeding of judgments is remarkable. The world is under great wrath from the Father and the Lamb. They are also under an assault from Satan and his horde at the same time. It's like everything comes to a standstill as the angels of God manifest their incredible powers. Even Satan's activities must be stayed. All the elements of nature will suddenly be calmed and the earth's population will be filled with a sense of a divine encounter. His angels, probably Cherubims in this case, are awesome creatures. When they manifest powers as great as suggested in this text, a foreboding of their great emotions will touch all creation. "Holding the four winds of the earth" will create a hush or calm that strikes incredible fear.
Zechariah 14
 
20 On that day holy to the Lord will be inscribed on the bells of the horses, and the cooking pots in the Lord's house will be like the sacred bowls in front of the altar. 
 
21 Every pot in Jerusalem and Judah will be holy to the Lord Almighty, and all who come to sacrifice will take some of the pots and cook in them. And on that day there will no longer be a Canaanite[c] in the house of the Lord Almighty.
 
These angels were already on a mission to disrupt the processes of nature. Their activities were in motion so that the sudden calm was like the eye of a hurricane with a storm raging on both sides. It is apparent that this action to seal the servants of God from the nation of Israel suggests that the effort by the Antichrist to massacre the Jewish race is well underway and the Lord is acting to preserve the remnant. This also suggests that the abomination of desolation may have been erected in the temple and Israel has learned of their mistake when they made a covenant with the Antichrist. One third of Israel will eventually be preserved and saved. This action by the Lamb guarantees their future in His plans. The sealed saints will be His witnesses among the remnant.
 
This great action by the Lamb to set aside a fixed number of His kin for witnesses to Himself is quite amazing. They have already been thoroughly converted after the Rapture. They are called "servants of our God" and were probably faithful orthodox Jews that were busy preparing for the Messiah before they learned of the Rapture and realized they had missed this grand event. No one can be saved apart from the Lamb's blood and this seal confirms his or her faith in Christ. Please note that this seal is called "the seal of the Living God" to distinguish it from the seal of the Antichrist.
 
Here is the vision that John the Revelator saw. "And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. (Revelation 7:1-3)
 
It is not likely that any geographical place on this earth has as many saints buried in the soil as the Holy City. The early church saw hundreds of thousands converted and filled with the Holy Ghost. The book of Acts was the greatest revival in human history. They believed that they would be raptured in their life-time but when saints began to die, Apostle Paul had to settle the question. Before Titus destroyed the city and either sold the Jews as slaves or drove them to other nations, a multitude of believers had died in the Lord. Jerusalem will be a city of open graves after the rapture.
 
Malachi 3
 
16 Then those who feared the Lord talked with each other, and the Lord listened and heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared the Lord and honored his name.
 
17 "On the day when I act," says the Lord Almighty, "they will be my treasured possession. I will spare them, just as a father has compassion and spares his son who serves him. 
 
18 And you will again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not.
 
This golden city was similarly shaken when Jesus Christ was resurrected, and that was only a shadow of what is to come. I love this great passage. "And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, and came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many." (Matthew 27: 52-53) This kind of activity after the Rapture is not what you usually hear. Maybe I am taking this too far but I think not. The one criteria for teaching all truth is the Bible and this pattern was set when Jesus Christ was resurrected.
 
That is the single pattern of saints being resurrected in all of scripture. It is foolish for us to ignore this as what our Lord is about to do again. Imagine the effect of Apostle Peter, Apostle James, and Apostle Paul appearing and preaching the resurrection on the streets of Jerusalem. Consider hundreds of glorified saints in shining bodies praying at the Wailing Wall or triumphantly singing in the public square of their beloved city. Never in history have so many blessed saints of our Lord been seen in triumphant glory and loudly declaring, "The Lord has come and the end of all things is at hand."
 
Once the Rapture is complete and the resurrected saints have disappeared, tens of thousands of Israel's population with turn to Jesus Christ. I believe a great number of the devoted Jews that were looking for the Messiah will be quick to repent of their unbelief. Out of this great multitude, God will choose His elected 144,000, 12,000 from each of the twelve tribes.
 
Ezekiel 39
 
27 When I have brought them back from the nations and have gathered them from the countries of their enemies, I will be proved holy through them in the sight of many nations. 
 
28 Then they will know that I am the Lord their God, for though I sent them into exile among the nations, I will gather them to their own land, not leaving any behind. 
 
29 I will no longer hide my face from them, for I will pour out my Spirit on the people of Israel, declares the Sovereign Lord."
 
The tasks of these faithful believers from among the Jews and their protection while they are His witnesses would suggest several things. They will become powerful witnesses to Jesus Christ's messiahship to the entire Jewish world. They will certainly prepare all of Israel to be converted in one single day when the Son of Man arrives in Jerusalem after He wins the Battle of Armageddon. His one hundred and forty-four thousand will be caught up to the Lamb before the seven years of tribulation is over and will likely be guests at the wedding event and supper already underway in Heavenly Jerusalem. They also may help prepare Israel for the coming kingdom of Israel during the Millennium. This large number of protected Jews will certainly have a wonderful part in Israel's future, both before they are caught up, and when they return with Christ to reign on earth a thousand years. The One Thousand Year Reign is only the beginning.
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In Defense of Israel - By Matt Ward - http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/ward13.html
 
   
"I think we do not attach sufficient importance to the restoration of the Jews. We do not think enough of it. But certainly, if there is anything promised in the Bible it is this."  -Charles H. Spurgeon
 
 More than any other, I receive emails from Christians telling me that I am wrong about Israel. These letters are usually written by well-meaning people-Christians who for various reasons do not believe Israel has any further part in God's future plans, let alone that they might still be God's own chosen people, still the very "apple of Gods eye" (Zechariah 2:8).
 
 I believe that the Bible plainly states that Israel is integral to God's plans and there are numerous Old Testament prophecies and New Testament teachings that clearly validate this view.
 
 This issue is of critical importance because if one has an incorrect theology in relation to Israel then it naturally follows that they will have an incorrect interpretation of certain key biblical prophetic texts, such as Revelation. Israel is found on virtually every page of the Old and New Testaments, therefore to misunderstand or misinterpret this subject necessarily leads to huge interpretational errors in other areas of scripture, especially with regards to prophesy yet to occur, described in books like Revelation.
 
 I will go one step further. I believe that supersessionism or replacement theology, (the belief that the New Testament church has replaced, fulfilled and superseded Israel's Old Testament place in God's plan) is not just wrong; I believe it is absolutely unbiblical.
 
 I believe it is a lie that has been used as the justification for countless pogroms, holocausts and persecutions of the Jewish people for thousands of years and it is currently alienating today's Christian church from Israel in a significant and harmful way.
 
 The apostle Paul, (an apostle because he was taught by Jesus Christ Himself) was under no illusions of the significance of Israel. Paul, a converted Messianic Jew, not a gentile Christian convert, was not an advocate of replacement theology. He wrote in Romans 11:7-8:
 
"But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you."   
 
 Despite this clear teaching a majority of the Christian church look upon Israel with barely disguised contempt and many within our own belief system are actively working against Israel, striving to delegitimize her, and to alienate and isolate her amongst the international community. Many within mainstream Christianity hate Israel and are eager to see the Jewish state's demise.
 
 I believe this is wrong.
 
 Both the Old and New Testaments clearly and explicitly guarantee the eternal future of Israel. They teach that Israel would be restored and would exist forever. In Deuteronomy 30:1-6, God instructs how the nation of Israel would be dispersed throughout the world because of disobedience, but that they would later be restored once again as a nation:
 
"When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come on you and you take them to heart wherever the  Lord your God disperses you among the nations, and when you and your children return to the  Lord your God and obey him with all your heart and with all your soul according to everything I command you today,  then the  Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you.  
 
Even if you have been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, from there the  Lord your God will gather you and bring you back.  He will bring you to the land that belonged to your ancestors, and you will take possession of it. He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your ancestors." (Deut. 30:1-5)
 
 The prophet Amos reaffirms this restoration of a sovereign nation Israel:   
 
"In that day 'I will restore David's fallen shelter-I will repair its broken walls and restore its ruins-and will rebuild it as it used to be, so that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations that bear my name,' declares the  Lord, who will do these things... 'They will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them.' They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat their fruit.  I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have given them" says the  Lord your God" (Amos 9:11-15).
 
 As well as Amos and Deuteronomy, Zephaniah talks about the very real restoration of Israel:
 
"At that time I will deal with all who oppressed you. I will rescue the lame; I will gather the exiles. I will give them praise and honour in every land where they have suffered shame. At that time I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home" (Zephaniah 3:19-20).
 
 Zechariah 12-14 addresses Israel's restoration as does the very famous passages in Ezekiel 36-37, with the famous Valley of Dry Bones prophecy,
 
"I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. He asked me, 'Son of man, can these bones live?' I said, 'Sovereign  Lord, you alone know.' Then he said to me, 'Prophesy to these bones and say to them, Dry bones, hear the word of the  Lord!'  This is what the Sovereign  Lord says to these bones: 'I will make breath   enter you, and you will come to life.  I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord'"(Ezekiel 37:2-6).
 
 Ezekiel is even more explicit later in the same passage about God's intentions toward Israel:
 
"...Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel...I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the  Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the  Lord" (Ezekiel 37: 11, 14).
 
 Jeremiah promises not just that the nation would be restored but that Israel would be perpetual:
 
"Thus says the LORD, Who gives the sun for light by day, and the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night, Who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar; the LORD of hosts is His name: 'If this fixed order departs From before Me,' declares the LORD, 'Then the offspring of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before Me forever.' Thus says the LORD, 'If the heavens above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out below, then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel for all that they have done,' declares the LORD'" (Jeremiah 31:35-37).
 
 God is saying that when the sun stops shining during the day and the moon no longer appears at night, only then will the nation of Israel cease to exist. If someone can measure the heavens and the foundations of the earth, only then will God abandon Israel.   
 
God is saying that Israel is eternal.
 
 Jesus Christ Himself implied a restored nation of Israel when he told his apostles that they, "...will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel" (Matthew 19:28).
 
 In Matthew, Jesus taught that He would be revealed at the time of the end to an actual nation of Israel in Jerusalem, "...For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord" (Matthew 23: 29).  
 
 In fact, the Second Coming of Jesus Christ itself, on which we all look forward to and long for so much, cannot occur until the Jewish inhabitants of Jerusalem in Israel cry out to Him, "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"
 
Paul, in Romans talks about how, "...all Israel will be saved" (Romans 11:26) Jonathon Edwards the great evangelist said of Romans 11, "Nothing is more certainly foretold than this national conversion of the Jews in Romans 11."  
 
For a national conversion there needs to be a nation state!
 
 Many from the replacement theology community state that these Old Testament prophecies are allegorical or refer to the Church, but the apostle Paul says otherwise:
 
"For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race, the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises" (Romans 9: 3-4).
 
 Paul is saying that the promises and covenants to Israel made in the Old Testament are still in force, even if they are exiled from their land and in a state of unbelief. They are still adopted to sonship, still partakers of divine glory, still in covenant with God.
 
 Paul continues that God is faithful to Israel, even though they are unfaithful, because of the Patriarchs, (Romans 11:28) concluding that "...the gifts and the calling of God are   irrevocable" (Romans 11:29).
 
 Replacement Theology is a tool used very successfully by Satan because he hates Israel. Satan wants to prove God to be a liar. This is why Satan's hatred for Israel and the Jews is insatiable. In the Old Testament God made a solemn promise to Abraham that he would deliver his seed and because there was nothing that existed holier than Himself God swore this oath with Abraham on his very own Holy name (Genesis 22:16-17). God promised he would deliver a remnant of this seed. That seed became Israel. If Satan can thwart that deliverance by destroying the Jews then he can prove God to be a liar.   
 
"When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself" (Hebrews 6:13).
 
 This would mean that because God swore to Abraham on the holiest thing there is, on His own Holy name, if He fails then His own name, by which all other things, including Creation are held together, would be besmirched.
 
 God's deliverance of Israel is a question of God's faithfulness. If God does not deliver Israel then God has not made good on His promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. If God does not deliver Israel then the ominous, uncomfortable question for us personally is this; does this mean then that we in the Church should have some reason to doubt God in His faithfulness when dealing with us?
 
 Jesus promises us personally that, "I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no  one will snatch them out of my hand" (John 10:28). But if God made the same promise to Israel, more than that, if God swore an oath on His own holy Name that He would deliver Israel, but then does not, then how can I trust Jesus' words in relation to me?
 
Does Jesus really mean He will come back to take me from where He is when He says?
 
  "My Father's house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?" (John 14:2).
 
  If God does not honor His promises to Israel, why would I believe He would honor His promises to me, a New Covenant Gentile believer?
 
 Wolfhart Pannenberg puts the problem of Replacement theology as follows:
 
  How could Christians be certain of their own comparatively new membership in the circle of God's elect if God for his part did not remain faithful to his election in spite of Israel's unbelief? This is the apostle's point when he advocates the inviolability of the election of the Jewish people.
 
 A God who is unfaithful is not the God of the Bible. In fact the opposite is true; God is faithful to us even despite our own unfaithfulness,
 
"If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself" (2 Timothy 2:13).
 
 God is faithful in all things, all of the time. God is faithful to Israel, His covenant people and He is faithful to us, the bride of Christ. The goal of history itself is to bring all things together under one God-Man, Jesus Christ,
 
"...to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment--to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ" (Ephesians 1:10).
 
 This very much still includes Israel.
 
"To argue that God replaced Israel with the church is to depart from an enormous body of biblical evidence." -Walter C. Kaiser, Jr.
 
wardmatt1977@gmail.com 
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
 
First Reviews:
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - Bakersfield (Friend)
 
"This was Randy's best DVD yet, and now he has no reason not to come visit me. He can't use the, "Mom, I am working on the new movie excuse any more!" Also, thank you for hooking up and showing me how to use the DVD player you bought me last Christmas, love you, mom! - Randy's (I only live a mile away) mom.
 
I give this DVD four paws up! - Abby (Randy's Dog, who was also in charge of security during production)
 
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -
This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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	Welcome to Prophecy Update




VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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This Steadily Growing Darkness - Alf Cengia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8013 
 
 
As most people do, I often think about friends and acquaintances from my past. I wonder about people I've lost track of. Every now and then I'll reconnect by sending an email, or make a phone call, or Skype - just to catch up.
 
For me, books are like old friends. I revisit them long after they've been read. Over the last few weeks I've been drawn to visit Randy Alcorn (Lord Foulgrin's Letters) and Frank Peretti (This Present Darkness), once again.
 
Both authors wrote fictional accounts of spiritual warfare. They're not considered to be great literary pieces, and no doubt Peretti's books would be relegated to the fringe category. I'm sure many proper theologians would also roll their eyes. But I like them.
 
I first came across Peretti as a New Age explorer. Leaving aside literary and theological criticism, it would have profited me to have read his books. Instead, I looked down my nose at them. Had I not done so, I might have seen some astute parallels between fiction and reality.
 
Alcorn and Peretti developed characters who were "Christian" ministers yet outright heretics. Peretti's Oliver Young was a New Age Universalist and, ultimately, a Satanist stooge who ended up telling the central character that: "We are God!"
 
Alcorn's Reverend Braun was also a Cross-less Universalist. The demon Lord Foulgrin sums him up well as he tells his underling:
 
"Braun is our spy in the ranks, an infiltrator, a traitor to the enemy's cause...Reverend Braun quotes less from the forbidden book [the Bible] than the newspaper, current events, popular songs, and soul-stirring poetry. He loves all that's new, while living in horror of the same old thing. 'Truth is progressive,' he says, 'always evolving.'"
 
As a seeking teenager I saw "Braun" in the priests and ministers I sought out. I wanted my faith to be affirmed and received vacuous platitudes instead. Their mission was to engage and celebrate the culture of that day. Christ's work on the cross and the inerrancy of the Bible were embarrassing headaches which interfered with cultural engagement.
 
It wasn't a new phenomenon. Apostasy and Christian liberalism have dogged the church from the beginning. That's why Paul admonished Timothy to "Preach the Word" (2 Tim 4:2). Paul was preparing Timothy for the spiritual warfare he would encounter (Acts 20:29; Ephesians 6:12).
 
Apostasy has raised its head and has been beaten back throughout the centuries. But something has changed today. Something is different. The momentum has picked up. The devil appears to be freely using churches as his playground and changing them.
 
We may not have outright Satanists running around disguised as ministers; however there are a growing number of Rev. Brauns leading churches. They are not slaves to God - they bow to the mounting demands of modern culture. They may not see themselves as Satanists yet they are serving Satan, whether they realize it or not.
 
Society wants Christians to embrace the idea that practicing homosexuality is fine with their God. Tolerance isn't good enough. You must be completely on board, or you are a hater.
 
So now, professing Christian leaders are campaigning for same-sex marriage. One popular Christian singer publicly stated that she is on board with same-sex marriage. It's no coincidence that her pastor recently advocated the same thing.
 
One very large local Church organization states on its website:
 
"Today, under one collective identity, we can enthusiastically lift up that the ___ is a welcoming, justice-minded Christian community. At a time when religion is too often portrayed as narrow-minded and exclusive, many are raising their VOICES for an alternate vision." (Emphasis theirs)
 
In case one hasn't figured it out, the organization pointedly affirms the LGBT movement. There are many other examples like this.
 
Another popular Christian singer has stated that, while he still believes in God, his beliefs are now "more based on life and research" rather than what he's been told. He no longer believes there is only one way to God. On his Facebook page he once noted that religion is a personal thing and that:
 
"...societies around the world are becoming more aware, educated and open-minded, and are evolving as I am also evolving to embrace a deeper spiritual understanding about life and relationships with others rather than mere submission to rigid rules."
 
His post received 9,500 likes and the comments overwhelmingly agreed with him. Many (from Christians) sounded like they could have come from Peretti's Oliver Young or Alcorn's Rev. Braun.
 
Earlier I mentioned catching up with old friends. I looked up Richard Bach, who I used to enjoy reading. He's a gentle man approaching eighty, with lots of whimsical ideas. He's still writing; still popular, and he reminds me of a Frank Peretti novel character.
 
Two years ago he nearly died in a plane accident. I prayed he'd wake up and find Christ. Last year he consulted his "spirit guides" and wrote on his blog:
 
"Suicide was the way for Jesus, but not for me. I haven't made that many enemies, I hope, and it's not important for them to kill me. The only thoughtful way I can think of dying, these days, is by ascending. In perfect health, a decision to let this world go, and I leave my belief of a body to vanish in the air."
 
Bach never challenges his beliefs. He trusts his own self, and his "spirit guides" because what they say sounds warm and fuzzy. Elsewhere, Bach writes that we don't die - not really. Does that sound familiar (Genesis 3:4)?
 
The truth is that he's curling up with a hot cup of chocolate in his own cold grave.
 
God tells us the heart is deceitful and wicked; that the wages of sin is death, and only faith in Christ is eternal life (Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 6:23).
 
How many churches make it a point to affirm this today? Not many, because it is too confronting and "hateful", or they don't actually believe it.
 
The devil is enjoying his romp throughout the world, and the church. Sadly, I'm afraid that a significant number of Christians are either oblivious or totally comfortable with it.
 
And that is why this present darkness is steadily growing. 
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This Present Apostasy - By Tucker Whitaker and Andy Coticchio - http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/wc30.html
 
 
 Excerpted from:  The Return of the Lord Jesus by R. A. Torrey, D. D. copyright 1913.
 
 The last days in the time of the return of our Lord Jesus will be a time of apostasy. We read in 1 Timothy 4:1: "But the Spirit saith expressly, that in latter times some shall fall away from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons." By "doctrines of demons" is evidently meant teachings that evil spirits will promulgate through those men and women who are under their control, such, for example, as the teaching of modern "spiritualism," which might more properly be termed "demonism."
 
 The marvelous growth of belief in the "occult" in our days seems to be a fulfillment of this word of prophecy. On every hand men seem to be departing from the faith once delivered to the saints and giving heed to all manner of evil spirits. We are further told by Paul in his second epistle to Timothy that those days shall be grievous times.
 
 He says, "but know this that in the last days grievous times shall come; for men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, no lovers of good, traitors, headstrong, puffed up, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding a form of godliness, but having denied the power thereof" (2 Timothy 3:1-5a).
 
 These words present to us a remarkably accurate picture of our own time. If one should take up in detail each item in Paul's characterization of the last days, he would find it marvelously fulfilled in our own day. This naturally leads many to suppose that the Lord's coming is very near to hand. However, we should always bear in mind that earnest men of God and students of the Bible have often thought in bygone days that the coming of the Lord was very near. Luther, for example, thought this centuries ago. These men of the past were not mistaken.  
 
 The return of our Lord was very near. Those who were mistaken were those who thought it so far away that they let it have no effect upon their lives. But at the present time, the multiplied iniquities of our day, the apostasy into damning error and unbelief of many professed and hitherto apparently sincere Christians, and of many professedly evangelical preachers, and of numerous professors of theology in seminaries built at great sacrifice by orthodox men and women for the promulgation of truth and not for the breeding of error, the increase of lawlessness on the part of great corporations on the one hand and on the part of the oppressed poor on the other hand, the mutterings preceding the storm of wild anarchy that seems likely soon to break, all these things are signs of His coming which may be very near at hand. Men's hearts are "fainting for fear, and for expectation of the things which are coming on the world" (Luke 21:26).
 
 Many of the greatest statesmen of England, America and Germany have forebodings which they scarcely dared to put in words of what lies just a little way ahead of the nations of the earth. But in such days as these our hearts should not faint nor fear. "When these things begin to come to pass" we should "look up and lift up our heads, because our redemption draweth nigh" (Luke 21:28). The darker the day grows, the nearer at hand is the dawn, and just at the moment when things seem unendurable, the brightest, gladdest day the earth ever saw is breaking.
 
 Words of Grace for Strength
 
 Reading Torrey's description of the apostasy, he recognized at the time he wrote the words quoted above that Christians, true followers of Jesus Christ, should recognize how much farther the "church" has fallen into apostasy. A century has passed since his writing, and with it once godly nations, which at one point contained countless local church bodies, have turned their backs on God.  The truth of the gospel is no longer preached from the pulpits in those churches. The spiritualism and occultism which he recognized as invading Christianity in his day, have now so polluted the "church" that the message of the gospel is unrecognizable.  
 
 The "church" has replaced repentance with tolerance and compromise, sanctification with indulgence and permissiveness, and righteousness with irreverence and outright blasphemy. The false prophets and false teachers which dominate the "church" pulpits today are offenders rather than defenders of the gospel. They are either twisting the Word of God for their own benefit, denying its sufficiency and authority or ignoring it altogether.
 
 Of the 85 percent of people in the US who claim to be Christians, research has shown that only 9 percent affirm a true saving faith in Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior-true biblical Christianity. So in truth the "church" is populated with "Christians" who really are not because they have no relationship with the One who paid their sin debt at Calvary. They do not have an authentic relationship with Jesus who is the Christ, the Son of man and the Son of God, and who is in fact, God.  
 
 Having no relationship with Christ, they certainly are not indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and therefore do not and cannot understand the prophetic Word of God. Therefore, many who populate the "church" today are operating under the false notion that what they "believe" or are "comfortable with," will assure them a place in heaven without having to repent, confess, and turn away from their sin before God, acknowledging Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.
 
 As troubling as that is, it is not something unexpected, at least from the Lord's perspective. Look at the Sermon on the Mount when Jesus proclaims to all those who made a false profession,  And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!' (Matthew 7:23). 
 
 Even in the Olivet discourse He states many did not do for Him as they did not do for others (Matthew 25:45). Jesus Himself makes it clear that there will be many who either proclaim the Lord or claim to serve Him who will hear the words of the Lord disavowing them and judging them in condemnation. No sadder words could be heard in that time of the Lord's great majesty and power.
 
 The prophetic words of the apostle Paul in 2 Timothy 5:1-3 have indeed come to fruition. Those things which Christ prophesied would "soon come to pass" in His Olivet discourse in Matthew 24 are indeed doing so. The convergence of all of these end times prophecies should indeed cause us to "look up and lift up our heads." While only the Father in heaven knows the "day and  hour" (Matthew 24:36) in which Christ will return for His true church, certainly we are nearer to that day than was Torrey, and exponentially nearer than was Paul.
 
 Those of us who are true followers of Christ in these last days, those of us in the 9 percent, have a responsibility to be obedient servants of the cross of Christ, proclaiming the Good News of the gospel of Jesus Christ with absolutely everyone who will listen. While we are not all called to be preachers or teachers, we are all called to be ministers of the gospel. The fact that we see the convergence of end times prophecy being fulfilled before our very eyes, should be the impetus for a growing urgency within us to do just that. The Rapture of the Church is imminent, and soon to follow that-the return of Jesus Christ in judgment.
 
 Even So Come.
 
 Dr. Tucker Whitaker and Andy Coticchio
 
 Rafter Cross Ministries
 
Jesusplus0@gmail.com 
 
www.EvenSoCome.org  



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
 
When God delays - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/03/when-god-delays/ 
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie addresses 'name-it-and-claim-it' prayer theology
 
Sometimes God doesn't answer our prayers the way we want him to. We want him to rush and bring something to us quickly. But God may have something different in mind. He may have some lessons he wants to teach us in the interim or may have some changes he wants to bring about in our character. Or, he may have some things we need to experience to grow up spiritually.
 
The objective of prayer is not getting God to do what we want him to do. Rather, it's getting our will in alignment with God's will. God's delays aren't necessarily his denials. The timing of God is just as important as the will of God.
 
That is what we discover from a tragic event in the life of Mary and Martha. The story is recorded for us in John 11, where Jesus did far more than they ever dreamed he would. In fact, it's one of the most dramatic miracles Jesus ever performed.
 
As John 11 begins, Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha, is sick. Mary and Martha send word to Jesus, assuming that he will rush to Bethany and heal Lazarus. They don't tell Jesus what to do, but they are confident that Jesus will do something. And Jesus did. He delayed his arrival. Why? Because Jesus loved them. He wanted to do a greater work than what they had seen up to that point. He wanted to do abundantly above and beyond what they could ask or think. His delay was for their sake.
 
So by the time Jesus arrived in Bethany, Lazarus was dead. In fact, Lazarus already had been in the tomb for four days. Martha went out to meet Jesus and told him, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died" (John 11:20 NKJV).
 
No doubt there was an accusatory tone to her statement. I think Martha was basically saying, "Lord, where were you? We were counting on you here. We told everyone that you're our personal friend, that we know you well, and that when you found out Lazarus was ill, you would be back and take care of everything." 
 
Jesus didn't rebuke Martha. And in her defense, she at least was talking to him. She could have been bitter and angry. She could have said, "I'm never talking to Jesus again." But she met him with her hurt and anguish.
 
That, by the way, is a good thing to do. Do you think God can't handle our doubts or questions? Just take a look at the psalms of David. So many times he begins a psalm in anguish, hurt and pain, only to end it in victory. As David called upon God, he got things into perspective again.
 
So Jesus said to Martha, "Your brother will rise again" (verse 23).
 
She answered, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day" (verse 24).
 
But Jesus told her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?" (verses 25-26)
 
What Jesus was about to demonstrate to Martha, her sister Mary and to anyone else who was paying attention was that he wanted to do more than they asked. They wanted a healing; Jesus wanted a resurrection.
 
Jesus shouted, "Lazarus, come forth!" and that is exactly what Lazarus did. Jesus intervened and turned a tragedy into a victory. 
 
This story shows us that when we're going through difficulties, God is there hurting with us, especially during the loss of a loved one. It also reminds us that sometimes when we bring our needs before God and pray for him to do a certain thing, he might want to do more.
 
You might say, "My bills are due, and I owe $100." So you pray for $100.
 
But I have discovered that it is better to say, "Lord, here is what I need. Yet not my will, but yours, be done." I don't believe in positive confession or name-it-and-claim-it theology. But I do believe there are times when God wants to give us more than we are asking for. So don't be afraid to pray, "Not my will, but yours, be done."
 
Some people are afraid to pray that way because they have a warped concept of God. They think, I don't want to say that! He will make my life miserable!
 
But God loves us, and his plans for us are good. Granted, if you are a true follower of Jesus, there will be sacrifices you will make. He will lead you in a way that you may not have planned on going. But first he will change your heart.
 
When my son Christopher was little, we sometimes would go to the toy store, where I would tell him to pick out something for himself. He would choose a little action figure or something, and then I would point to a larger, much nicer toy and say, "I was looking at that one there."
 
"Really? That looks good to me, too."
 
In time Christopher discovered that it was better to say, "Dad, you choose for me." He realized that my choices were better than his.
 
That is what happened with Mary and Martha. They wanted their brother to be healed. But Jesus wanted to raise a man from the dead.
 
So don't be afraid to let your heavenly Father choose for you. Maybe he will give you what you ask for. And then again, maybe he wants to do something more. Maybe the reason he says no to you today is because he has a big yes for you in the future that will surpass your wildest dreams.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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What Does The Bible Say About Israel's Future? - Commentary by Jack Kelley -
http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/isaiah-17-an-oracle-against-damascus/ 
 
 
Contrary to all the polls and predictions Benyamin Netanyahu and his Likud party have won another election. Some Israeli observers are calling this a landmark victory, because it came in spite of (or maybe as a reaction to) unprecedented external meddling in the country's election process.
 
Now the challenge will be to form a coalition with some of the other political parties because it takes nominal control of at least 61 seats in the Knesset (parliament) to have a workable government and Likud only controls 30. Netanyahu will now have 42 days to accomplish this through negotiations with some of the other party leaders for the remaining 31 seats. Because of the size of Likud's victory this is not expected to be a difficult process, and Israel should wind up with a decidedly nationalist government.
 
In the short term, if you believe Netanyahu's promises, this means the possibility of a Palestinian state becoming a reality is not at all certain, if it ever was. Same goes for the possibility of Iran acquiring the ability to produce nuclear weaponry. I believe it was his public stance on these two issues that resonated in the hearts of Jewish voters and won the election for him.
 
Some people have written me wondering if I think this will set the end times back a little on the belief that Netanyahu is a stronger defender of Israel's territory than the other leading candidate. But I think the opposite might be true. Where Israel is concerned, Arab strategy has always been to get as much as possible through negotiations (land for peace) and then get the rest by going to war. Those who are willing to negotiate can keep making concessions to avoid war.
 
Netanyahu has promised no Palestinian state (although he has since softened a little on that), no divided capitol, and more construction in East Jerusalem. If he sticks to these promises there won't be much to negotiate. The effect of this could be to convince the Arabs that they will have to fight to get the rest of the things they want. (Of course what they want is no more Israel.)
 
It's rumored that the US and other countries will turn to the UN in an effort to force Israel into negotiations with the Palestinians. If so, we may be seeing early hints of the fulfillment of Zechariah 12:3 when all the nations of the world will gather against Jerusalem.
 
But it's not my job to offer political commentary or human speculation. It's my job to report on what the Bible says. So let's begin.
 
Psalm 83 / Isaiah 17
 
The combined fulfillment of these two prophecies could well be the next event on the prophetic calendar. In Psalm 83 the psalmist listed a group of adversaries plotting to "destroy Israel as a nation, that the name of Israel will be remembered no more" (Psalm 83:4). The fulfillment of these prophecies are not recorded in history, but may soon become a reality. A careful study of the names of Israel's adversaries listed in Psalm 83:5-8 shows they all occupied lands adjacent to Israel in their time. The current occupants of these lands appear just as determined to destroy Israel as their historic counterparts were. If the Psalmist's prayer is answered, Israel will emerge victorious. Damascus will no longer be a city, and the threat from the proxy groups controlled by Russia and Iran who are lurking just across Israel's borders will have been neutralized.
 
For more detail, read Psalm 83 ... Preview Of A Coming Attraction & Isaiah 17, An Oracle Against Damascus - http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/psalm-83-preview-of-a-coming-attraction/ and http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/isaiah-17-an-oracle-against-damascus/ 
 
Ezekiel 38-39
 
The defeat of Israel's next door neighbors will fulfill one of the preconditions required for the Battle of Ezekiel 38-39 to take place. In Ezekiel 38:11 the Lord revealed these thoughts in the mind of Gog, the supernatural leader of the armies of Magog. "I will invade a land of unwalled villages. I will attack a peaceful and unsuspecting people - all of them living without gates and bars" (Ezekiel 38:11). This certainly cannot be said of Israel today. But it could be the case if Hezbollah, Syria, the PLO, Hamas, and other contentious neighbors had recently been defeated. The absence of these neighbors from Ezekiel's list of Israel's attackers lends credence to the notion of their prior defeat.
 
However it happens, a large contingent of forces armed and controlled by Russia and consisting of Muslim fighters from around the Middle East and Eastern Europe will suddenly swoop down from the north onto the mountains of Israel. They will descend like a cloud over central Israel, having the goal of conquering the Jewish nation with overwhelming force.
 
In Ezekiel 38:16 God admitted that He Himself will have orchestrated this attack as a demonstration of his power to the nations of the world. With His signature acts of a great earthquake, plague, torrents of rain, hailstones, burning sulfur, and turning the attackers against each other, He will decimate this invading army and Israel will once again emerge victorious (Ezekiel 38:19-23).
 
For more detail, read The Battle of Ezekiel 38-39 ... Part 1 - http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/the-battle-of-ezekiel-38-39-part-1/ 
 
Daniel's 70th Week
 
The realization that it was God who won their victory over the Russian/Muslim invaders will make Israel will respond just as God predicted. "From that day forward, the house of Israel will know that I am the Lord their God" (Ezekiel 39:22). They will renew their national Old Covenant relationship with Him. Employing the altar they have recently completed, the priesthood they've been preparing will again offer sacrifices to their God. After a 2,000 year pause, Daniel's missing 70th Week will have begun. With the help of an emerging world leader, they will begin constructing a Temple. Many will believe peace in the Middle East has finally arrived.
 
But too late, they will realize they've made a covenant with death, something God also predicted (Isaiah 28:15) The emerging world leader who everyone saw as a great man of peace will turn out to be a conqueror bent on conquest (Rev. 6:2), and war will soon be the order of the day across 1/4th of the world, accompanied by the disease, famine, and death that always follows (Rev. 6:8).
 
Then this leader will commit an act of blasphemy that in Jewish history has been called the abomination of desolation, previously committed only by Antiochus Epiphanes in 168 BC. He will stand in the Temple he helped build and declare himself to be God (2 Thes. 2:4). This is the event Jesus said would signal the beginning of the Great Tribulation (Matt. 24:15,21). It will take place in the middle of Daniel's 70th Week.
 
For more detail, read The 70 Weeks Of Daniel - http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/the-70-weeks-of-daniel/ 
 
Great Tribulation
 
When He gave this sign to Israel almost 2,000 years ago, Jesus also warned them to flee into the mountains when they saw it, saying this would begin the greatest time of trouble the world has ever seen. Those who are believers will flee, but those who are only Jews by heritage or tradition will accept this imposter. They will think he's the long awaited messiah and worship him, even as he begins a concerted effort to wipe their believing brethren off the face of the Earth.
 
God will help the believers escape to a place prepared for them in the desert (Rev. 12:14) and will protect them there while He launches the most severe series of judgments in the history of the world. According to Jeremiah 30:11, His purpose in doing so will be two fold. First, He's going to completely destroy all the nations to which His people have been scattered, and second, He's going to to discipline Israel, purifying them in preparation for opening their eyes so they'll finally be able to recognize the messiah.
 
Toward the end of the Great Tribulation, this will happen. "And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn" (Zechariah 12:10).
 
This will be the moment the Lord has been waiting for.  2,000 years ago Israel had asked for a miraculous sign from Him.
 
He said, "A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth" (Matt. 12:39-40).
 
Having waited in vain for Israel to accept this undeniable proof that He is their Messiah, He left them. It was 40 days after His resurrection, and their time of testing was over. This too had been prophesied long ago.
 
Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt. And they will seek my face; in their misery they will earnestly seek me (Hosea 5:15).
 
Finally, in their hour of desperation, they will admit their guilt and mourn for Him. And the Lord will say,
 
Their blood guilt which I have not pardoned, I will pardon (Joel 3:21).
 
They will finally understand what the preceding 2,000 years has been all about. It has been about God waiting for Israel to admit that their Messiah had come and they did not recognize Him.
 
2nd Coming
 
Upon His return the Lord will first go to Petra, where the believing remnant of Israel will be, and defeat all the enemy forces surrounding His people there (Isaiah 63:1-6). Then He will go to Jerusalem to free His city and defeat the forces gathered against Him there. The anti-Christ, who had deceived the whole world, will be captured and thrown live into the Lake of fire, and all his armies will be destroyed (Rev. 19:11-21). At the end of the day He will be King of the whole Earth, and His name will be the only name (Zechariah 14:9).
 
Millennium
 
In the Millennium, Israel will once again be God's most favored nation on Earth. In fact, He will dwell among them as He did in Biblical times, only this time it will be forever (Ezekiel 43:7). They will occupy all the land he originally promised to them. Peace and prosperity will be the order of the day (Isaiah 66:12), since the nation's age old enemies will have all been vanquished. Only during the time of Solomon have they even come close to having the quality of life they will soon enjoy, with all the promises God has made to them finally coming true.
 
Summary
 
When you understand the prophetic view, you can see that everything is falling into place, just like God said it would. Because their hearts remain hardened against Him, there will be some very difficult days ahead for Israel. They will be abandoned by all their friends, at the mercy of their enemies. Even the nation's self reliance, declared so confidently in the Prime Minister's recent speech before congress, will be insufficient to save them.
 
But He who watches over Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps (Psalm 121:4).  He's been waiting patiently for the time to come when they will realize that only He can save them, and will humble themselves before Him to ask for His help. Even this has been foretold.
 
"Come, let us return to the Lord. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence" (Hosea 6:1-2).
 
When that time comes, He will save them and restore them. He will forgive their wickedness and remember their sins no more (Jeremiah 31:34). Once again they will be His people and He will be their God.
 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins (Isaiah 40:2). Finally.
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
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