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	3/26/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
EU plans to pressure Israel as diplomat warns of 'collision course' 
German party's petition to recognize Palestinian state 'won't pass' 
Palestinian PM pleads unity in war-battered Gaza
Israel freezing construction in East Jerusalem neighborhood
The Next Crisis? United States Might Limit Aid to Israel by Amount it Spends on Settlements
Officials say State Dept. report on spending beyond Green Line not linked to US-Israel tensions 
Obama says prospects for Israeli-Palestinian peace are 'dim'
US strategists: Obama campaign interference backfired 
US to keep briefing Israel on Iran talks amid spying row
AP Reporter to Psaki: You Let Iran Slide For "Death to America" Chants But Hold Netanyahu To Different Standard
Facing resistance, US pushes to meet deadline for Iran deal
European official: Iran talks aim for understanding this week, not end game 
In Nuclear Talks, Iran Seeks to Avoid Specifics
Iran to insist removing all sanctions in nuclear deal 
Libya instability is 'security threat' to UK, say MPs
Suicide bombing kills seven in Libya's Benghazi as army launches revenge strike
Islamic State fighters take on Libya's rival government forces 
Iraqi forces resume offensive in Tikrit, pound Islamic State targets 
Islamic State conflict: US launches Tikrit air strikes
Canada plans to expand air strikes against IS militants
In effort to defend Islam, CIA chief says ISIS not motivated by religion
Kurdish MP Claims 30,000 Iranians Dressed Up as Shiite Militias Fighting in Iraq
Turkish military says clashes with Kurdish militants in southeast 
Syrian rebels take control of historic town near Jordanian border 
Saudi Arabia building up military near Yemen border - U.S. officials
Saudi Arabia begin airstrikes against Houthi rebels in Yemen
Saudi, allies warn ships not to approach Yemen ports 
Egypt providing military support for Gulf Arab operation in Yemen 
US authorizes logistical, intelligence support to Saudi operation in Yemen 
US official: Saudis consulted US at 'high levels' ahead of Yemen strikes 
Iran-backed rebels in Yemen loot secret files about U.S. spy operations
With Yemen's US-backed president gone, anti-terror effort in Saudi Peninsula is paralyzed
How crashing drones are exposing secrets about U.S. war operations
US drone kills 11 Taliban members in Pakistan 
Six killed in suicide bomb near Afghan presidential palace
Starnes: Obama Traded Five Taliban Terrorists for an American Deserter
Bergdahl charged with desertion, could face life in prison
Official: At least 3 members of 'Taliban 5' tried to reconnect with terror networks
Cheat Sheet on Who's Doing What to Whom in the Middle East
Russia: US Must remove Its Nuclear Weapons From Europe
Jordan and Russia Sign Deal on Nuclear Power Plant
Italian officials arrest 3 on terror charges 
Germanwings Pilot Was Locked Out of Cockpit Before Crash in France
Chinese Pastor Sentenced to One Year in Prison after Raising Questions about China's Cross Removals
George Zimmerman accuses Obama of inflaming racial tensions
FBI figures tweaked to show phony increase in mass shootings, report says
NSA Doesn't Need to Spy on Your Calls to Learn Your Secrets
'You're Playing God with the Internet!' Republican Shouts at FCC Chief
Australia may join China-led AIIB bank if conditions met
Asteroid overhype: There is absolutely no danger of a collision
3.5 Magnitude Earthquake Shakes Central California
Sheviluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 33,000ft
Zhupanovsky volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 27,000ft
Popocateptl volcano in Mexico erupts to 23,000ft
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 20,000ft
Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 15,000ft
UN ask for $30mn to help cyclone-ravaged Vanuatu
Is El Nino behind our record-slow start to tornado season?
Tornadoes reported in Arkansas and Oklahoma; nation's twister drought ends
At Least 1 Person Dead; 50 Mobile Homes Destroyed In Sand Springs Tornado, OK
High Winds, Drought Feed Chilean Forest Fires 
Record Heat to Intensify California Drought
Study: Gulf Stream slower than ever before
Abortion Activist Throws Firebomb at Pro-Lifers Praying at Texas Abortion Clinic
Pro-Lifers Arrested For Praying Outside Boehner's Office
Q&A: Rutgers Law Prof Who Says Pedophilia Is Not a Crime
Number of Americans Who Say They Have No Religion Hits Record High, Survey Finds
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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 IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Egypt seizes Bab el Mandeb ahead of Iran. Saudis bomb Iran-backed Yemeni Houthis. US launches air strikes over Tikrit
1. Obama's 'jihad against Jews' spills Israel's nuke secrets
1. Return of Tekhelet Dye Revives Lost Mitzvah
1. Russia Has Constructed Massive Underground Shelters in Anticipation of Nuclear War
1. The Religious Freedom Bill
1. Daily Jot: The occupant's occupant rant
1. Daily Devotion: Pray about It
1. Featured Article: The Cross: Foolishness and a Stumbling Block?      
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Egypt seizes Bab el Mandeb ahead of Iran. Saudis bomb Iran-backed Yemeni Houthis. US launches air strikes over Tikrit - http://www.debka.com/article/24487/Egypt-seizes-Bab-el-Mandeb-ahead-of-Iran-Saudis-bomb-Iran-backed-Yemeni-Houthis-US-launches-air-strikes-over-Tikrit
 
 
In a surprise step, Egyptian marine naval and marine forces Thursday morning, March 26, seized control of the strategic Bab El-Mandeb Straits to foil Tehran's plans to grab this important energy shipping gateway between the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden and the Suez Canal, debkafile's military sources report from the Gulf. Egypt disguised the raid as a counter-piracy operation. It rounded off the Saudi-led air strikes launched the same morning against Iran-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen. These operations signaled the start of a major Sunni Arab revolt against Iran's approaching takeover of Yemen, through its Houthi proxy, and advances in other strategic positions in the Middle East, with Washington's support.
 
 Thursday morning too, the US launched its first air strikes against Islamic State positions in the Iraqi city of Tikrit, rallying to the aid of the Iranian-commanded Iraqi operation, which had failed to dislodge the jihadis in two weeks of fighting.
 
The separate operations in Yemen and Iraq attested to the widening breach between the Sunni Arab camp and the Obama administration and the former's resolve to thwart US strategy for buying a nuclear deal with Tehran by empowering Iran to attain the rank of leading Middle East power.
 
debkafile reported earlier Thursday morning:
 
Iran's Revolutionary Guards (IRGC) are now leading war action in four Mid East arenas: Syria, Iraq, Yemen and Lebanon,while building Shiite "popular" armies deferring to Tehran in three: Syria, Iraq and Yemen.
 
The formal announcements coming from Riyadh and Washington attempted to gloss over the open breach. The Saudis Wednesday indicated that their military buildup on the Yemeni was "purely defensive," while Washington subsequently declared support for the Saudi-Gulf-Egyptian air strikes after they began.
 
According to our Washington sources, President Obama decided Wednesday to accede to the Iraqi premier Haider al-Abadi's request for air support to de-stall the Tikrit operation against ISIS. Iran's Al Qods Brigades chief, Gen. Qassem Soleimani, who commanded the operation from the start has departed the scene.
 
Nothing has been said to indicate whether the Iranian forces, including Revolutionary Guards officers, remain in the area. It appears that the Obama administration prefers as little as possible to be mentioned about US-Iranian battlefield coordination in Iraq versus the Islamists, especially since it was not exactly a big success. At the same time, US air strikes launched to support ground forces are bound to be coordinated with their commanders, who in this case happen to be mostly Iranian. In the last two weeks of the Tikrit operation, liaison between the US and Iranian military in Iraq was routed through the office of the Iraqi Prime Minister in Baghdad.
 
Early Thursday, Riyadh reported that the Saudi Royal Air Force had taken out Houthi air defenses, destroyed numerous Houthi fighter planes and were imposing a wide no-fly zone over Yemen.
 
Egypt is providing political and military support for Saudi-GCC operation against Houthi fighters in Yemen, the Egyptian state news agency said Thursday. Egypt's Foreign Ministry was quoted as saying this support could involve Egyptian air, naval and ground forces, if necessary.
 
debkafile's military sources add: The Saudis declared Yemeni air space a no-fly zone to achieve to goals: (1) To deny the Yemeni forces advancing on the key port city of Aden access to air cover which would undoubtedly have been forthcoming from mutinous elements of the Yemeni air force. Without it, the rebel advance would be severely hobbled, and, (2) to prevent Iranian warplanes from landing at Yemeni air bases with deliveries of military equipment and ammunition  their Houthi proxies.
 
 Gulf sources disclose that Saudi Arabia has placed 100 warplanes and 150,000 troops with heavy weapons at the disposal of the operation against Iran's Yemeni proxy, the Zaydi Houthis, as well as pressing into service Pakistani, Moroccan and Jordanian military units. This force is a sign that Riyadh intends of following up its air action with a ground invasion across the border into Yemen to crush the revolt in its backyard.
 
Developing...
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Obama's 'jihad against Jews' spills Israel's nuke secrets - Bob Unruh -
http://www.wnd.com/2015/03/obamas-jihad-against-jews-spills-israels-nuke-secrets/ 
 
 
White House declassifies details of Middle East democracy's defenses
 
In a move that is being blasted by commentators as part of President Obama's "jihad against Jews," the White House has abruptly declassified details of Israel's nuclear program.
 
According to a report from Israel National News, the Obama administration declassified a Department of Defense top-secret document with details of Israel's assets, "a highly covert topic that Israel has never formally announced to avoid a regional nuclear arms race."
 
The report said "until now," the U.S. has respected that effort by remaining silent.
 
"But by publishing the declassified document from 1987, the U.S. reportedly breached the silent agreement to keep quiet on Israel's nuclear powers for the first time ever, detailing the nuclear program in great depth," the report said.
 
It openly questioned, "Obama revenge for Netanyahu's Congress talk," and other commentators were more direct.
 
At Shoebat.com, started by a former Muslim terror team member turned Christian, was the blunt headline, "Obama's evil revenge on Netanyahu continues."
 
And at Pamela Geller's Atlas Shrugs, she called it "Obama's jihad against the Jews."
 
"Obama is sick, sick with Jew-hatred - unbalanced, unhinged, a danger to this this country, our allies, the world. Israel's nuclear program, whatever it may be, is purely existential insurance. If they have a nuclear weapon, they have had it for 50 years and have never used it, despite the decades-long Muslim wars against the Jews," she wrote.
 
"Israel has shared its secrets with the U.S. for decades. They never imagined a jihadist in the White House."
 
Israel National News said, "The timing of the revelation is highly suspect, given that it came as tensions spiraled out of control between Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and U.S. President Barack Obama ahead of Netanyahu's March 3 address in Congress, in which he warned against the dangers of Iran's nuclear program and how the deal being formed on that program leaves the Islamic regime with nuclear breakout capabilities."
 
The speech to Congress was at the invitation of Congress, and Obama reportedly went, according to one published headline, into a "pout" because he was not consulted on the plans. Obama's relations with Israel's elected leader have never been better than rocky during his White House tenure.
 
Obama later publicly said he didn't pay much attention to the speech, but there was nothing new in it.
 
Just days later, Netanyahu won a sweeping victory in a national election, despite the reported organized opposition from the Obama administration that actually tried to influence the election results.
 
WND reported extensively on a non-profit that had been given U.S. taxpayer money that was involved in the failed effort to take down Netanyahu.
 
In fact, the OneVoice Movement at one point featured and promoted a link to the U.S. Department of State and included the State Department logo. That later was removed.
 
OneVoice is a US.-U.K. non-profit sponsoring V15, a new Israeli political action group that led a get-out-the-vote-organizing drive aimed at replacing Netanyahu's government with a center-left coalition.
 
OneVoice's offices in Tel Aviv were used as the campaign headquarters for V15s anti-Netanyahu effort, as WND first reported.
 
It was OneVoice that reportedly hired 270 Strategies, a consulting firm whose senior leadership is comprised mostly of former top staffers for President Obama's 2012 re-election campaign. 270 Strategies has been consulting in V15s campaign.
 
When the links were revealed, Fox News quoted a source revealing a bipartisan U.S. Senate committee with subpoena powers had started investigating the possibility the Obama administration may have aided OneVoice's efforts to defeat Netanyahu via grants from the State Department.
 
OneVoice received a State Department grant for $350,000.
 
Israel National News noted another "suspicious aspect" of the U.S. government's decision was that "while the Pentagon saw fit to declassify sections on Israel's sensitive nuclear program, it kept sections on Italy, France, West Germany and other NATO countries classified, with those sections blocked out in the document."
 
The report, called the "Critical Technological Assessment in Israel and NATO Nations," describes how Israel advanced its technology and obtained a "nuclear infrastructure and research in the 1970s and 1980s."
 
INN said, "The revelation marks a first in which the U.S. published in a document a description of how Israel attained hydrogen bombs."
 
It describes Israel's facilities that "are equivalent to our Los Alamos, Lawrence Livermore and Oak Ridge National Laboratories," which are the primary locations where America developed its nuclear program.
 
According to INN, the report by the Institute for Defense Analysis in 1987, said, "As far as nuclear technology is concerned the Israelis are roughly where the U.S. was in the fission weapon field in about 1955 to 1960."
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Feeling Blue, in the Biblical Sense: Return of Tekhelet Dye Revives Lost Mitzvah - Deborah Fineblum Schabb - http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/34086/blue-biblical-tekhelet-dye-revives-lost-mitzvah-jewish-world/#q5mvXX5tZIm9Dvox.97
 
 
"The LORD also spoke to Moses, saying, 'Speak to the sons of Israel, and tell them that they shall make for themselves tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and that they shall put on the tassel of each corner a cord of blue. It shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the commandments of the LORD..." (Numbers 15:37-39)
 
One wouldn't expect to find hundreds of snails in a landlocked town like Kfar Adumim, situated in the desert east of Jerusalem. Yet there they are, albeit mostly reduced to powder, having been shipped in from the Adriatic Sea for a purpose as old as the Torah itself.
 
Millions of Jews throughout history have recited the line in the daily prayers in which God instructs Moses to tell the Israelites to "place upon the tzitzit of each corner a thread of tekhelet." Translated as "turquoise wool," the blue strings of tekhelet (or techeilis) were to be inserted among the white tzitzit strings to remind the garment's wearer of two of God's greatest-and bluest-creations: ocean and sky. Yet many Jews probably have no idea that, thanks to a unique fusion of scientific and religious passion, this commandment is once again available to the masses after a hiatus of nearly 1,400 years.
 
"Techeiles is a quintessential example of science and Torah working hand in hand," Baruch Sterman, a physicist and author (with his wife Judy) of "The Rarest Blue: The Remarkable Story of an Ancient Color Lost to History and Rediscovered," tells JNS.org during a tour of the Kfar Adumim tekhelet factory. "After 25 years of studying it, I'm still learning about both aspects."
 
The Talmud defines the tekhelet dye as derived from the "blood" of a rare amphibious snail known as the chilazon. The mitzvah to wear a thread of that dye on one's tallit is mentioned multiple times in the Torah. But the tekhelet supply ground to a complete halt following the Muslim conquest of the land of Israel in 638 CE, when Jews were cut off from their local source of the chilazon. Though many theories surfaced over the years, even the most educated Jews had no concrete proof of which modern-day creature the Talmud's chilazon actually was. Due to that mystery, the mitzvah of tekhelet was largely lost, becoming a source of puzzlement for centuries.
 
Now, thanks in large part to a few enterprising individuals and some enthusiastic rabbis, what appears to be original chilazon has been found-and tekhelet strings are being dyed in a fashion much like the process performed by our ancestors.
 
More than 20 years ago, a rabbinical student named Eliyahu Tavger was conducting a search for the authentic dying process. In 1988, he succeeded in dying wool with the extract of the murex trunculus snail's gland. At the same time, a young American-born immigrant to Israel named Joel Guberman-looking for some way to honor the memory of his brother, who was killed in a car accident-became fascinated with the ancient mitzvah. He recruited two friends who had scuba-dived in the past, and they met up with Tavger for an undersea hunt for murex specimens at the waterfront near Acre. They found a whopping 293.
 
Before long, Tavger came up with a formula for releasing the dye into the woolen threads. After that initial dunk, the friends formed Ptil Tekhelet, a non-profit based in the Kfar Adumim tekhelet factory. Two decades later, more than 200,000 Jews from the liberal to the observant wear the blue thread on their tallit and tzitzit. What began the first year with 300 tekhelet-infused garments is now at a production rate of 150,000 per year, a figure that grows 10-20 percent annually. The customers are primarily from the U.S. and Israel and typically buy the garments at Judaica stores or directly from the Israeli factory.
 
All thanks to this one little snail.
 
On a tour of the factory, visitors will meet several of the snails at the aquarium in the facility's lobby, naturally camouflaged to resemble stones. Visitors dunk their own ball of combed wool into a beaker filled with powdered gland extract and chemicals, to bring out the brilliant blue. Once dyed, the thread's color never fades.
 
"If you hold water in your hand or look at the air around you, both look clear," Guberman tells JNS.org on the tour. "You have to step back enough to see that the sea and the sky are blue. The techeilis reminds us that we need to take the long view of life to really appreciate it."
 
Indeed, according to author and psychiatrist Rabbi Abraham Twerski, "White symbolizes purity and blue, the color of the heavens, represents holiness. The white combined with the blue techeilis conveys the message that a mortal can indeed achieve a state of holiness, and the techeilis string points the direction to a truly spiritual life."
 
Rabbi Berel Wein-a Jerusalem-based author, lawyer, historian, and tehkelet fan-adds, "Techeilis has become a living issue. It has left the exclusivity of the study hall and entered into the everyday life of tens of thousands of Jews the world over."
 
Baruch Sterman, who was on the 1988 diving mission to find the murex specimens and went on to co-found the Ptil Tekhelet non-profit, says it's no coincidence that this mitzvah was rediscovered by the Jewish people only after they had regained their homeland in 1948.
 
"Just like we never stopped believing that we would someday be allowed to return home, we also never gave up on discovering the source of this beautiful mitzvah," he says.
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
 
First Reviews:

 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)

 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)

  
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -
This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Russia Has Constructed Massive Underground Shelters in Anticipation of Nuclear War - By Michael Snyder - http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/russia-has-constructed-massive-underground-shelters-in-anticipation-of-nuclear-war
 
 
Did you know that the Russians have a massive underground complex in the Ural mountains that has been estimated to be approximately 400 square miles in size?  In other words, it is roughly as big as the area inside the Washington D.C. beltway.  Back in the 1990s, the Clinton administration was deeply concerned about the construction of this enormous complex deep inside Yamantau mountain, but they could never seem to get any straight answers from the Russians.  The command center for this complex is rumored to be 3,000 feet directly straight down from the summit of this giant rock quartz mountain.  And of course U.S. military officials will admit that there are dozens of other similar sites throughout Russia, although most of them are thought to be quite a bit smaller.  But that is not all that the Russians have been up to.  For example, Russian television has reported that 5,000 new emergency nuclear bomb shelters were scheduled to have been completed in the city of Moscow alone by the end of 2012.  Most Americans don't realize this, but the Russians have never stopped making preparations for nuclear war.  Meanwhile, the U.S. government has essentially done nothing to prepare our citizens for an attack.  The assumption seems to be that a nuclear attack will probably never happen, and that if it does it will probably mean the end of our civilization anyway.
 
Needless to say, the Russians are very secretive about their massive underground facility at Yamantau mountain, and no American has ever been inside.  The following is what Wikipedia has to say about it...
 
Large excavation projects have been observed by U.S. satellite imagery as recently as the late 1990s, during the time of Boris Yeltsin's government after the fall of the Soviet Union. Two garrisons, Beloretsk-15 and Beloretsk-16, were built on top of the facility, and possibly a third, Alkino-2, as well, and became the closed town of Mezhgorye in 1995. They are said to house 30,000 workers each. Repeated U.S. questions have yielded several different responses from the Russian government regarding Mount Yamantaw. They have said it is a mining site, a repository for Russian treasures, a food storage area, and a bunker for leaders in case of nuclear war. Responding to questions regarding Yamantaw in 1996, Russia's Defense Ministry stated: "The practice does not exist in the Defense Ministry of Russia of informing foreign mass media about facilities, whatever they are, that are under construction in the interests of strengthening the security of Russia." Large rail lines serve the facility.
 
Back in 1996, the New York Times reported on the continuing construction of this site.  U.S. officials were quite puzzled that the Russians were continuing to build it even though the Cold War was supposedly over at that point...
 
In a secret project reminiscent of the chilliest days of the cold war, Russia is building a mammoth underground military complex in the Ural Mountains, Western officials and Russian witnesses say.
 
Hidden inside Yamantau mountain in the Beloretsk area of the southern Urals, the project involves the construction of a huge complex served by a railroad, a highway and thousands of workers.
 
Within the U.S. intelligence community, there was a tremendous amount of debate at that time regarding the purposes of this facility, but what everyone agreed on was that it was going to be absolutely massive...
 
A report in Sovetskaya Rossiya said the project involves construction of a railroad, a modern highway and towns for tens of thousands of workers and their families.
 
"The complex is as big as the Washington area inside the Beltway," said an American official familiar with intelligence reports.
 
A couple of years later, a top U.S. general said that he believed that the complex at Yamantau had "millions of square feet available for underground facilities"...
 
In 1998, in a rare public comment, then-Commander of the U.S. Strategic Command (STRATCOM) Gen. Eugene Habinger, called Yamantau "a very large complex - we estimate that it has millions of square feet available for underground facilities. We don't have a clue as to what they're doing there."
 
It is believed to be large enough to house 60,000 persons, with a special air filtration system designed to withstand a nuclear, chemical or biological attack. Enough food and water is believed to be stored at the site to sustain the entire underground population for months on end.
 
A few years after that, in 2003, there was an article in the Washington Post by Bruce G. Blair in which Yamantau was mentioned as a potential key target for U.S. nuclear war planners...
 
Die-hard [U.S.] nuclear war planners actually have their eyes on targets in Russia and China, including missile silos and leadership bunkers. For these planners, the Cold War never ended. Their top two candidates [i.e., targets] in Russia are located inside the Yamantau and Kosvinsky mountains in the central and southern Urals.
 
Both were huge construction projects begun in the late 1970s, when U.S. nuclear firepower took special aim at the Communist Party's leadership complex. Fearing a decapitating strike, the Soviets sent tens of thousands of workers to these remote sites, where U.S. spy satellites spotted them still toiling away in the late 1990s.
 
But the Russians have not just been building giant underground facilities deep in the Urals.
 
They have also been constructing thousands of new underground bomb shelters in major cities such as Moscow.
 
The following is an excerpt from an RT article in 2010...
 
Nearly 5,000 new emergency bomb shelters will be built in Moscow by 2012 to save people in case of potential attacks.
 
Moscow authorities say the measure is urgent as the shelters currently available in the city can house no more that half of its population.
 
In the last 20 years, the area of air-raid defense has been developed little, and the existing shelters have become outdated. Moreover, they are located mostly in the city center, which makes densely populated Moscow outskirts especially vulnerable in the event of a nuclear attack.
 
In order to resolve the issue, the city has given architects a task to construct a typical model of an easy-to-build shelter that will be located all over the city 10 to 15 meters underneath apartment blocks, shopping centers, sport complexes and parks, as in case of attack people will need to reach the shelters within a minute.
 
Of course all of this construction cost the Russians a lot of money.
 
One estimate put the cost at "anywhere from half a billion to a billion dollars"...
 
Though the bunkers are supposed to be designed to shelter the population in the event of a nuclear attack, government officials say it's only a precaution and they do not expect such an attack or nuclear outbreak (e.g. Chernobyl) to occur. Neither RT or the Russian government provided estimates for the cost of the facilities. A Popular Mechanics article that reviewed a number of different types of bunkers and building practices had varying prices depending on the type of shelter. Since the proposed Russian bunkers would hold roughly 1000 people each (based on the population count and other details), one could estimate that the lowest price point for a bunker this size, with basic necessities like bathrooms and reserve food for a day or two, may run in the area of around $100,000 - $200,000. This would put a conservative price tag for 5000 shelters anywhere from half a billion to a billion dollars. A significant investment, indeed.
 
So what about us?
 
Has the U.S. government constructed any bunkers for the survival of the general population in the United States?
 
Of course not.  In the event of a nuclear war, I guess they just expect pretty much all of us to die.
 
The Russians also recently finished work on a brand new national defense center in Moscow that contains extensive underground facilities...
 
Russia is launching a new national defense facility, which is meant to monitor threats to national security in peacetime, but would take control of the entire country in case of war.
 
The new top-security, fortified facility in Moscow includes several large war rooms, a brand new supercomputer in the heart of a state-of-the-art data processing center, underground facilities, secret transport routes for emergency evacuation and a helicopter pad, which was deployed for the first time on Nov. 24 on the Moscow River. The Defense Ministry won't disclose the price tag for the site, but it is estimated at the equivalent of several billion dollars.
 
In addition, the Russians have also been developing a new anti-ballistic missile system that is designed to keep U.S. nuclear missiles from getting to their targets in the first place.
 
The U.S. doesn't have anything like the S-500 that is currently being developed by the Russians.  At the latest, it is scheduled to be deployed in 2017, but there are rumors that it is already starting to be deployed today.  The following comes from military-today.com...
 
The S-500 is not an upgrade of the S-400, but a new design. It uses a lot of new technology and is superior to the S-400. It was designed to intercept ballistic missiles. It is planned to have a range of 500-600 km and hit targets at altitudes as high as 40 km. Some sources claim that this system is capable of tracking 5-20 ballistic targets and intercepting up to 5-10 ballistic targets simultaneously. It can defeat ballistic missiles traveling at 5-7 kilometers per second. It has been reported that this air defense system can also target low orbital satellites. It is planned that the S-500 will shield Moscow and the regions around it. It will replace the current A-135 anti-ballistic missile system. The S-500 missiles will be used only against the most important targets, such as intercontinental ballistic missiles, AWACS and jamming aircraft.
 
Sadly, most Americans are not interested in this stuff at all.
 
These days, most Americans just assume that the Russians are "our friends" and that a war with Russia could never possibly happen.
 
What they don't realize is that the Russian people see things very, very differently.  Today, 81 percent of Russians have a negative opinion of the United States.  Our interference in the conflict in Ukraine has made the Russian people very angry, and there are many over there that now believe that a shooting war with the United States is inevitable.
 
And this week things between the United States and Russia got even more tense.  Barack Obama has already announced that we will be sending "non-lethal" military aid to the Ukrainians, but now the U.S. House of Representatives has overwhelmingly passed a resolution that calls for Obama to send "lethal" military aid to the government in Kiev...
 
Yesterday, in a vote that largely slid under the radar, the House of Representatives passed a resolution urging Obama to send lethal aid to Ukraine, providing offensive, not just "defensive" weapons to the Ukraine army - the same insolvent, hyperinflating Ukraine which, with a Caa3/CC credit rating, last week started preparations to issue sovereign debt with a US guarantee, in essence making it a part of the United States (something the US previously did as a favor to Egypt before the Muslim Brotherhood puppet regime was swept from power by the local army).
 
The resolution passed with broad bipartisan support by a count of 348 to 48.
 
According to DW,  the measure urges Obama to provide Ukraine with "lethal defensive weapon systems" that would better enable Ukraine to defend its territory from "the unprovoked and continuing aggression of the Russian Federation."
 
"Policy like this should not be partisan," said House Democrat Eliot Engel, the lead sponsor of the resolution. "That is why we are rising today as Democrats and Republicans, really as Americans, to say enough is enough in Ukraine."
 
If Obama does decide to send lethal military aid to the Ukrainians, the Russians are going to flip out.
 
Sadly, neither side seems very interested in peace at this point.
 
We just continue to take even more steps along the road toward World War III, and it is a war that the United States is completely and utterly unprepared for.
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The Religious Freedom Bill - Belle Ringer - http://www.salvationandsurvival.com/2015/03/the-religious-freedom-bill.html

 
 
     Indiana has joined a handful of states to pass legislation protecting business owners from "burdensome" anti-discrimination laws that would force them to go against their faith.  Called "The Religious Freedom Bill", this law's primary intent is "to keep the government from forcing people of faith to provide services for same-sex weddings or other activities that are contrary to their religious beliefs." 
 
      As I'm sure you are well aware, there is an agenda in this country to confront business owners whose faith prohibits them from supporting same-sex marriages.  Wedding photographers, Bakeries, and Florists are often singled out as examples of discrimination against the LGBT community.  Too often, these business owners are forced to choose between their faith and their ability to make a living.  They have been sued, have lost in court, and rather than forsake their faith, have been compelled to file bankruptcy or otherwise close down their businesses.
 
     Unfortunately, our changing court system has not upheld the Constitution and our First Amendment which "prohibits the impeding of the free exercise of religion."  Hastily passed anti-discrimination laws by progressive lawmakers have, so far, taken precedence over our First Amendment rights. 
 
      But now, states like Indiana are moving forward in an attempt to give courts guidance on how to decide cases involving competing constitutional rights pertaining to religious freedom and discrimination. 
 
      Not surprisingly, supporters of the bill argue the measure is needed to protect Indiana business owners from too much government control. Opponents decry the measure as legalized discrimination.  It is obvious to me that there needs to be a stronger judicial standard in settling these cases.  The fact that specific business owners could be forced to lose their businesses, even though LGBT customers have viable alternatives from other businesses who would service them, seems like reverse discrimination and an excuse for a "witch hunt". 
 
      The Governor of Indiana, Mike Pence, released this statement after his state's House of Representatives passed the bill:  "The legislation, SB 101, is about respecting and reassuring Hoosiers that their religious freedoms are intact.  I strongly support the legislation and applaud the members of the General Assembly for their work on this important issue.  I look forward to signing the bill when it reaches my desk."
 
     The proposal is modeled on a 22-year-old federal law known as the Religious Freedom and Restoration Act. That law played a key role in the U.S. Supreme Court's decision that allowed Hobby Lobby and other closely held corporations with religious objections to opt out of an Affordable Care Act requirement that they cover certain contraceptives for women. 
 
      The faith of Hobby Lobby's owners played prominently in their decision to oppose that law, just as the faith of business owners in Indiana is important in how they conduct their lives and businesses.  And, as you would expect, both sides of the argument used the Bible to support their arguments. 
 
      Proponents of the Religious Freedom bill pointed to an anesthesiologist who didn't want to anesthetize a woman in preparation for an abortion.  They believe the Bible's command to "do all things as unto the Lord" means religious believers need to be protected not just in church, but in their workplaces as well.
 
      Opponents to SB 101 argue that Jesus served all people, pointing out that he "had dinner with hookers", and blessed them.  Anything less than total acceptance of the LGBT lifestyle is discrimination. 
 
      What I have found disconcerting about this whole issue is the fact that tolerance seems to be awfully one-sided.  From what I have read, every business owner who cited their faith as reason they could not offer their services to same-sex weddings offered to help the customer find another business owner who would provide the service.  But, you see, I'm not sure that the actual service was really the priority to those filing suit.  I think they wanted to force those of faith to pay some kind of penalty for their religious beliefs; even going so far as costing them their living.  And that, as Indiana and 12 other states have determined, will soon be illegal.  It's just too bad that we have to pass a law to be able to practice our faith in good conscience.
 
2 Corinthians 10:5    "We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ..."
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Daily Jot: The occupant's occupant rant - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
The occupant of the Oval Office suffered a great loss of international political capital when Benjamin Netanyahu won an astounding victory in his re-election bid for Prime Minister of Israel. The "president" has now vested the White House in making the determination that a Palestinian state will be birthed, shrinking Israel back to pre-1967 borders. He sent his message through White House Chief of Staff Denis McDonough, who addressed leftist so-called pro-Israel support group, J Street. Politico reports that McDonough proclaimed to a standing ovation, "An occupation that has lasted more than 50 years must end." 
 
Politico reported that McDonough "described the alternate to a two-state agreement: a one-state solution based on unilateral annexation and abandonment of democratic rights for Palestinians that, he warned, "would only contribute to Israel's further isolation." In other words, he said, more divestment, boycotts and efforts to delegitimize Israel in the international community." It would appear that the Administration was threatening Israel with boycotts and divestment if Israel didn't bow to allowing an obvious terrorist state to be formed. McDonough said, "The United States will never stop working for a two-state solution and a lasting peace that Israelis and Palestinians so richly deserve."
 
This so-called occupation by Israel began after Egypt, Jordan, and Syria amassed troops on the Israeli border in an effort to "drive the Jews into the sea." Israel seized control of Gaza, the strategic Golan Heights, Judea and Samaria (now called the West Bank). In short, Israel took back some land God had already granted it. Genesis 15:18 says, "In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates." Numbers 34:1-13 and Deuteronomy 11:24 also speak to the borders of Israel. In essence, what God gave Israel would encompass part of Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, and Syria. No "Palestinians" mentioned.
 
For me, it would be more important that an occupation of the White House that has lasted more than six years must end. It is rife with treason, treachery, blatant lawbreaking, support for America's enemies against the good interest of the American people. Israel's claim to its land and its nation is far more legitimate. The United States has no right to define Israel's borders. Palestine was an area designated by the Roman occupation. Contemporary Arabs invented the "Palestinian" in order to divide the land of Israel. The US government is trying to literally "cut" Israel in half with its proposal of a "Palestinian" sate. All that burden themselves with this issue may find themselves "cut into pieces."
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Daily Devotion: Pray about It - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
 
You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. -James 4:2
 
Have you ever stopped and thought that maybe there are things in your life that haven't happened because you have simply failed to ask God for them?
 
Maybe you are ill right now and have never actually prayed about it. Maybe you've never said something like, "You know, Lord, I have never asked You to heal me. Maybe I thought that if You wanted to heal me, You would just go ahead and do it. But I'm asking You to heal me." It just may be that you do not have because you do not ask.
 
Maybe you have a financial need and have exhausted every resource to meet it. Has it dawned on you that you could actually pray about it? The Bible says, "And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:19). Perhaps you do not have because you do not ask.
 
Maybe your marriage is starting to unravel, and you don't know what to do. You have tried everything. You have talked to everyone. But have you actually prayed about your marriage and asked God to intervene? It might be that you do not have because you do not ask.
 
We should pray because prayer is God's appointed way for us to obtain things from Him. That is not the only purpose of prayer, but to fail to see this is to miss a lot. The Bible is very clear in pointing out that we "do not have because [we] do not ask" (James 4:2).
 
That doesn't mean that God always will answer our prayers the way we pray them. But it does mean that many times He will. So when you have a need, the first thing you ought to do is to pray about it.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: The Cross: Foolishness and a Stumbling Block? - Ron & Nathele Graham -
twotug@embarqmail.com 
 
 
God's word declares that there is only one way by which a person can be forgiven of sins and approach God, and that is through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That narrow, one-way path was opened when Jesus chose to die on the cross. The cross of Jesus is foolish to many people and for many others it as a stumbling block between them and truth. "But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness;" 1 Corinthians 1:23.  The simple truth of the cross was something the Jews could not grasp. They wanted a sign that their Messiah had come, but were blind to the miracles He did while He walked this earth. The Greeks valued wisdom, so to them the simple truth of the cross wasn't easy to understand and deemed foolish. "But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men." 1 Corinthians 1:24-25.  Many people are stumbled by the truth of the cross and foolishly try to find other ways to gain eternal life. There is no other way but by the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Is it too simple? That simple gift was purchased at a tremendous cost.
 
What is the significance of the cross of Christ and what was the cost? Jesus Christ came to this earth to fulfill His Fathers will. If the Jews had accepted Him as their Messiah there would have been no crucifixion, but our Lord loves Jews and Greeks alike. He loves every man, woman, and child and doesn't want anyone to perish. "Even so it is not the will of  your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish." Matthew 18:14. God loves all of His creation, but Adam was created in God's image and that made him special. When Adam chose to sin mankind was separated from God and the fellowship they shared in the Garden was broken. God knew that there was only one way to redeem us -- He had to become one of us and then shed His own blood to take our sin away. Does this seem like foolishness to you? To me it seems like perfect love that can only be given by God Himself. The death that Jesus, God Almighty, endured in order to purchase our redemption was horrendous. I urge you to take time to read Psalm 22:1-18, which is a very graphic prophetic description of what He endured.  It wasn't just the nails pounded into His hands and feet that cause His suffering, but He was whipped until His bones were exposed. He was also beaten, spit upon, and a crown of thorns was stuck into His head as a way to mock Him. He was fully God, but He was also fully human and the human side of Him felt the pain. The divine side of Him loved His creation enough to endure the torture in order to redeem us. There was no other way...no ritual, works, or law would suffice. On the night of His arrest Jesus was well aware of what He would soon endure. He wanted there to be another way, and He went to God the Father in prayer. "Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done," Luke 22:42. If there had been any other way to redeem us, God the Father would have not let God the Son endure the beatings, mocking, and death on the cross. The answer to Jesus' prayer was "No", so we can be assured that there is no other way. Because Jesus submitted to the Father's will we are offered salvation. This offer has to be accepted individually, but it is available to everyone.
 
The cross is not foolishness but it does offend many people today. They say Christianity is too narrow. "All roads lead to God so it doesn't matter what you believe." That is foolishness. The agony that Jesus Christ endured and His death on the cross declare that there is only one way to God, and that is through the shed blood of our perfect God Himself. If it were possible that man could be saved by being "religious", the cross would be unnecessary. If man could be saved by keeping the law, the cross would be unnecessary. If people could be saved by being good, the cross would be unnecessary. "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." John 14:6.  There is no other way for your sins to be forgiven and for you to gain eternal life but through faith in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus willingly left Heaven and became a man to save us. "And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross," Philippians 2:8. His obedience is our salvation. What Jesus accomplished on that cross almost 2000 years ago is quite sufficient for anyone and everyone who wishes to spend eternity with God. It cannot be added to or taken away from. Good works should be a result of your faith, but good works do not bring salvation. Jesus didn't suffer and die that horrible death to be a part of salvation; He went through all that He did because that is the one and only way we can be saved. "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved," Romans 10:9.  It really is that simple. Jesus' death on the cross was not a tragedy; it was an accomplishment and a fulfillment of Bible prophecy. It is not offensive or foolish, nor should it stumble you.
 
Brethren, don't be ashamed of your faith in what Christ did for you. Stand firm on the truth of  what Jesus accomplished on that cross. "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek." Romans 1:16. When Jesus entered His creation He first came to the Jews. When they rejected Him the Gospel was spread throughout the world. God has made salvation available for everyone, but He will not force anyone to choose Heaven if they think the cross is foolish, or if they find it to be a stumbling block. There are many religions and cults that believe they have the answer to eternal life and that they have a way to enter Heaven other than the narrow path by which the Bible proclaims. These groups are terribly deceived. Those who teach that there is a way to enter Heaven other than by Jesus Christ will actually be in worse condition than others who just refuse to believe. "...even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction," 2 Peter 2:1. Peter said there would be "false teachers among you"  which means within Christian groups. Be careful, my brethren. Study God's word so you won't be deceived by false teaching. "And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of." 2 Peter 2:2. Even among Christians the cross will be foolish and a stumbling block. 
 
Many people reject the truth of the Bible and say it is a book full of myth, steeped in antiquity with no basis for factual evidence. These people have no idea of what the Bible is really all about, and they declare it to be foolishness. "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned," 1 Corinthians 2:14. Spiritually discerned means that only those who have the Holy Spirit dwelling in them have the God given ability to understand the scriptures. For all others the Bible is foolishness. In a way, this is proof of Biblical truth. Satan would not try so hard to deceive people into being stumbled by the Bible's truth if he weren't threatened by it. Many people have been influenced by Satan and they try to rid the world of the Bible, but he is no match for God. Christians are indwelt by the Holy Spirit and if we allow Him, He will give us the power to confound those who try to twist God's truth into foolishness. Don't be confused by Satan's lies. Study God's truth and stand on His word.
 
The Bible is packed with prophecy, many have been fulfilled but some are soon to be fulfilled. This is one way to know God's truth. True prophecy comes from God. He would speak to a prophet and reveal something that was going to happen. Prophecy isn't what God will make happen, but what God sees will happen. A few of the fulfilled prophecies relating to Jesus are: Micah 5:2 (He would be born in Bethlehem), 2 Samuel 7:12-14 (Son of David), Psalm 22:1-18 (crucified), Zechariah 12:10 (He would be pierced). These are just a few of the prophecies fulfilled by Christ's first advent. This fact alone authenticates God's word. God is not restrained by space or time, but He exists outside of our time domain. God sees tomorrow as clearly as He sees today. God knew that Adam would sin before Adam was even created, and He knew the redemption for that sin would be His own death on the cross. He knew every sin you and I would commit before He even created us. He also knows who will accept the truth of the cross, and who won't. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved." John 3:16-17. This is not foolishness...this is love.
 
Christ overcame death and the grave for you, but you need to accept that fact. The cross is not foolishness, but it is foolish to reject it. If it is a stumbling block for you, talk to a Christian who can explain why Jesus shed His precious blood. Where you spend eternity depends upon the choice you make today.
 
God bless you all,
 
Ron & Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com 
www.straitandnarrowministry.com 
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com 
Previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html   
 
All original scripture is "theopneustos" God breathed.
 
This commentary was started by Ron Graham before his death on March 14, 2013, and finished by his wife, Nathele Graham 
 
If you'd like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries just drop me an email and let me know.
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com
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Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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