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	4/5/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Iran says UN resolutions to be lifted immediately on final nuclear deal
Obama: Iran nuclear agreement is a 'good deal'
Defeatist Obama's deal with the devil
Iran's Persian statement on 'deal' contradicts Obama's claims
Iran will carry on with full nuclear programme if deal with west collapses
White House: There's no convincing Netanyahu on Iran
Hezbollah praises US-Iran nuclear deal as 'victory'
Report: Iran transfers millions to Hamas for reconstruction of tunnels
Abbas: Israel to face terrorism, extremism without solution to Palestinian issue
Anti-Israel protesters call 'Kill the Jews' in Vienna
Report: Israeli Jet Struck Weapons Depots in Libya
Egypt's Islamic State Branch Claims Deadly Sinai Attack
PLO decries 'heartbreaking catastrophe' at Damascus refugee camp
Erekat compares Netanyahu to ISIS leader al-Baghdadi
US reports more air strikes against Islamic State in Iraq and Syria
Iraq's Tikrit, free of the Islamic State, is a city in ruins
Hundreds of ISIS fighters, suicide bombers holed up in Tikrit district 
Iraqi PM: Armies have no chance against IS if it keeps recruiting foreigners
Islamic State destroys Iraq's ancient city of Hatra
Shi'ite fighters leave Tikrit under govt deal after looting, Iraqi officials say
The US and Iran are closer in Iraq than people realize - and things are getting ugly
Erdogan to visit Iran after accusing Tehran of trying to 'dominate the region'
Red Cross seeks 24-hour ceasefire in Yemen to deliver aid
Gunmen kill nine in Nigeria's oil-rich delta state Rivers
Militants blow up natural gas pipeline in Nigeria's delta state
Kenyan leader warns rogue imams; militants vow 'bloodbath'
Kenya vows retaliation against Shebab after university massacre
'I Was Just Praying to My God;' Christian Student Who Drank Lotion to Survive Found Two Days After Kenya Massacre
Anti-Islamic protests around Australia spark ugly stand-offs
Russia gambles on populist parties in anti-EU campaign
Historic encounter: Obama, Raul Castro to have 'interaction' at summit
Soaring dollar puts the world on sale for Americans
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Taron, Papua New Guinea
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Saumlaki, Indonesia
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Intipuca, El Salvador
Six Earthquakes Shake North Of The San Fernando Valley
Three Small Earthquakes Shake LA Area Within 10 Minutes, LAFD Finds No Injuries
Popocateptl volcano in Mexico erupts to 22,000ft
Typhoon Maysak: Warnings in place as former super storm crosses the northern Philippines coast
Massive brawl break out at Resorts World Casino in Queens as hundreds look on in horror
Is Hillary Clinton against the religious freedom law Bill Clinton backed?
Christian Man Asks Thirteen Gay Bakeries To Bake Him Pro-Traditional Marriage Cake, And Is Denied Service By All Of Them
Gay rights rally goes to Indianapolis NCAA Final Four site
For First Time In Many Years, Good Friday, Start Of Passover Fall On Same Day
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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	IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. The True Origins of Easter
1. What is the most controversial prophecy in the Hebrew Bible, and why read it at Passover?
1. 'The tomb is empty because He is risen!'
1. The Resurrection: Myth or History
1. The message of Easter: Death is not the end
1. Featured Article: Mary Magdalene's Resurrection Story     
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The True Origins of Easter - By Doc Marquis - http://www.newswithviews.com/Marquis/doc106.htm 
 
 
Almost two-thousand years ago, because of HIS love for you and me, Jesus Christ willingly went to the cross and died the most agonizing death possible. HIS love for us would not be restrained. HE wanted to be the ultimate sacrifice so all our sins would be paid. Three days later HE triumphantly resurrected from the grave, after defeating death and Satan. Now that the doors of heaven had been opened, all who would take the free, and eternal gift of salvation would one day enter therein.
 
Within the Christian community, the day of our LORD'S resurrection is referred to as "Resurrection Sunday". Most people will also refer to this day as "Easter", however, what most people do not realize is that "Easter" has nothing to do with "Resurrection Sunday". When we think about it, what do Easter bunnies, Easter eggs, and other such things have to do with our LORD'S resurrection? In order to understand the true, occult nature of Easter, we will have to, vicariously, go back in time more than five-thousand year ago to where the first, walled cities were built. If you wish, please turn into your Bibles to Genesis, chapter ten where we shall begin our journey.
 
Because man's nature had become so wicked and perverse, GOD destroyed mankind through "The Great Flood". However, HE did leave a remnant of men alive to repopulate the earth, and to have a brand new start. It was Noah, Shem, Ham, Japheth, their wives, and thousands of animals which left the ark as it settled upon the mountains of Ararat.
 
In Genesis ten, verse six, we find that Ham had a son named Cush, and in verse eight, Cush had a son named Nimrod. Ham would be Nimrod's grandfather, while Shem and Japheth would be he his uncles.
 
In verse nine, we find that Nimrod had become known as a mighty hunter, and this pleased just about everyone, because those animals, which had left the ark, were no longer docile, or gentle creatures; many had turned into man eating beasts. Nimrod may have been popular with the people, but he was not popular with GOD. Referring, once again, to verse nine, in Genesis chapter ten, we find that Nimrod "was a might hunter before the LORD". The word "before" is an Old English word which means "against". So Nimrod was a "mighty hunter" who was "against" GOD. And you'll soon understand why.
 
Even though Nimrod was a great hunter, he could not protect everyone from those flesh-eating animals, but a solution to the problem was in the making. In Genesis ten, verses ten through twelve, we find that walled-in cities were built to protect those who lived inside them, from the animals who were on the outside. Those cities were: Babylon, Erech, Accad, and Calneh in the land of Shinar. And, in the land of Asshur, which is known as Assyria, Nimrod had the cities of Ninevah, Rehoboth, Calah, and Resen built. These eight cities all became part of Nimrod's kingdom, according to Genesis chapter ten, verse ten. Now, if those eight cities were the beginning of his kingdom, obviously Nimrod was the king.
 
From Babylon, which was the capitol of his kingdom, Nimrod had ruled as a king. So, who was his queen? According to ancient stories, many of which are taught in the Illuminati, Semiramis, who was Nimrod's mother, had become the queen. Both Nimrod and Semiramis would soon begin the first religion on the face of the earth known as witchcraft. Now before we continue on, a very important question must be answered: "Where was Cush, the father of Nimrod, when all these events were happening?" Surely, Cush would never allow his wife, Semiramis, to marry their son Nimrod, let alone start an occult religion. So where was he? I sincerely believe that, at the time, he was dead. When we take a look at verse twenty-one, in Genesis chapter ten, we find that Shem is alive, and is referred as Japheth's younger brother, who, also, was still alive. But Cush is not mentioned at all. I believe, at this point in time, Cush had passed away, and it would make perfect sense considering what Semiramis, and Nimrod were doing.
 
Eventually, Nimrod's Uncle Shem found out what he was doing, and, according to the ancient stories, Shem had taken his nephew, Nimrod, outside of the city walls of Babylon, and slew him. Shem then sent pieces of Nimrod's body to all the other cities as a warning to anyone else who would dare to mock GOD by becoming a member of witchcraft.
 
After this event, the people had finished building the infamous "Tower of Babylon", but would soon be scattered throughout the world because GOD confused their one language.
 
Right after the death of Nimrod, but, before GOD had confused the one language, Semiramis had moved her occult religion underground; she knew her brother-in-law, Shem, would slay her if she still openly practiced witchcraft.
 
While continuing to spread her underground religion, Semiramis had her son, Nimrod, declared to be a god. He would become known as the "sun god," and, also known as the "stag-god," "the horned-god," or "god of the hunt" because he was a great hunter. Now, since her son was proclaimed, and recognized as a god, logically, she must be a goddess, after all, she was Nimrod's mother. So, Semiramis became known as the "moon goddess", and was also referred to as the "Earth Mother". And, she made sure her position would be secured through a vile act she had been doing. 
 
Before he was slain, Nimrod had been sharing the same bedroom with his mother, Semiramis, and she became pregnant, though, no one knew about it at the time. While underground, Semiramis had told her followers that she had an "immaculate conception"; that is to say, she became pregnant without having sex. According to what she told her occult followers, this baby was going to be their slain god, Nimrod, come back from the dead who, would come back in another body. This is how the occult belief in reincarnation became started, and all those followers fell for that lie.
 
Eventually, Semiramis had the child, a baby boy, and named him Tammuz, who, was supposed to have been Nimrod. Now those occult practitioners would have their reincarnated, occult god walk among them, but, not for long. When he was forty years old, Tammuz was killed by a wild boar, while out on a hunt. So, the so-called, reincarnated god of those occultists was once again dead.
 
After the people's language had been confused, they spread across the entire earth, but they did not forget their occult religion; they took it with them. It was because of this one event that the occult religion, along with the myth of Easter, had spread throughout the world.
 
1) In Babylon, Semiramis became known as Istar, the "moon goddess", which is pronounced the exact, same way in English as Easter.
 2) In Asia, she became known as Cybele
 3) In Catholicism, she was equated with the, Virgin Mary, but the scriptures clearly point out that Mary still had at least four more sons and two daughters after she had Jesus. So, she wasn't an everlasting virgin.
 4) In China, Easter became known as Shingmoo.
 5) To the Druid priests of the Celtic tribes, whom the Illuminati and other witches claim to be their direct descendants, Easter was known as Virgo Paritura.
 6) In Egypt, she was called Isis.
 7) To the Ephesians, she was known as Diana.
 8) To the Etruscans, she Nutria.
 9) In ancient Germany, she was called Hertha.
 10) To the Greeks, Easter was referred to as Aphrodite, Ceres, and Astarte.
 11) In India, she was called Indram.
 12) To the ancient Israelites, she was called Ashtaroth, Queen of Heaven.
 13) To the Krishna, she was called Devaki.
 14) In Rome, she was called Venus, or Fortuna.
 15) To the Scandinavians, she was called Disa.
 16) In Sumeria, she was known as Nana.
 
And the list goes on and on. But none of this would have happened had the people repented of their occult ways when GOD punished them by confusing their language. Instead, we have occult religions, and their practices, choking the life out of the souls of man, to this very day.
 
Now let's take a close look at the ancient, occult practice of Easter, and see how it compares with today's version. 
 
According to custom, Easter is celebrated during the months of March/April, which is in the middle of the Spring season, and it had to be so, because of important, occult beliefs. Semiramis, who was known as Easter, was also known as the "Spring goddess;" the goddess of nature. It's at this time of the year that all the plants, flowers, trees, and even some animals, are reawakening once again. This "reawakening" fits in with the belief of reincarnation.
 
From May 1st to the end of October, the "Spring goddess," or Easter, is in command, and from November 1st through April 30th, she is supposed to be sleeping in the earth, while her husband, the "horned-god," is in charge. Since Easter, the "Spring goddess," is supposed to "reawaken" all of nature when she wakes up, March through April was the perfect time to have the occult holiday, which is known as Easter.
 
Since the goddess, "Easter", is supposed to be reincarnated, or, "reawakened" every year, how does she appear? According to Babylonian legend, after Semiramis had died, the next year a huge, multi-colored egg had fallen out of heaven and landed in the Euphrates River. After, the egg had washed ashore, "Easter", known as "Semiramis," had broken out of the egg and was fulfilling her role as the "Spring goddess;" she, supposedly, had been reincarnated. This is why eggs are part of the Easter celebrations. Many people believed that the Easter egg would be seen lying in a gigantic nest, or onto a pile of wicker reeds. This is how the "Easter basket" came into the picture. 
 
Then there is the practice of what has become known as the "Easter Egg Hunt". I'm sure many of you have seen on television the traditional "Easter Egg Hunt", on the front lawn of the White House. Many of our nation's Presidents were seen looking on as children would scatter throughout the White House lawn, looking for eggs which, previously, had been hidden. So where did this part of the occult holiday come from? During the first hour of Easter, after the sun had risen, the temple priests, along with all the occult followers, would meet in their temples and hold a huge celebration. Once the celebrations were over, people would immediately leave the temples and wander throughout the countryside. Since the Spring goddess, Easter, was once again going to be reincarnated in another giant egg, it was believed that whoever found her, while she was emerging from her egg, the first person who was there, would receive a special blessing from her.
 
The Easter Egg Hunt, which symbolizes the Spring goddess being looked for during the first hour after sunrise, has nothing in common with the resurrection of Christ. According to John, chapter twenty, verse one, when Mary Magdalene had come to the tomb of Jesus Christ, not only had HE already resurrected, it was also dark outside. Now according to the other three books of the Gospel, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, they tell us that Mary Magdalene was at the tomb very early in the morning. Early in the morning is still before sunrise, and, it is still dark outside. In John 20:1 it clearly points out that when Mary went to the tomb, it was "dark outside". I believe that God who called everything into existence, knows the difference between light, dark, sunrise, sunset. Therefore, "sunrise services" may be okay for practicing occultists, but not for Christians, especially since the scripture tell us it was "dark outside" during the resurrection of Christ. The only people who practiced sunrise services were the occultists, and they worshipped a false goddess known as Easter. As you can tell by now, there is a big difference.
 
Returning once again to the occult myth of Easter, according to the legends, many had stated that the egg, which Easter would emerged from, was a multi-colored egg; some said that the egg would have a single, metallic color to it. Naturally, when the people were scattered throughout the entire earth, this part of the Easter myth went along and infected many different cultures:
 
1) In ancient Babylon, an egg would be consecrated to the memory of Easter during the occult ritual known as the "Mysteries of Bacchus".
2) In ancient Rome, there would be a huge procession which was called the "Procession of Ceres". This entire parade would be led by a sacred egg at the very front.
 3) In China, to this very day, a bronze egg will be used during their sacred festival.
 4) The forefathers of the Illuminati, who were known as the Druids of the Celtic tribes, had as one of their most sacred symbols, the egg of Easter.
 5) In Northern Europe, during their early days, the ancient, common people would color their eggs to be used for their occult ceremony.
 6) And, today, in America, everyone will go to the supermarket, buy their white eggs and various dyes, bring them home, and color them. After which, they'll be placed in "wicker" baskets after they have been cooked, only to be eaten later on.
 
The fact that the Easter Egg has nothing to do with Christianity is obvious. This misconception only came about because of Catholic Popes. Throughout history they would take in these pagan beliefs, and add it to theirs, simply to gain new converts. In this case, when the pagan egg was brought into Catholicism, the excuse they used to delude their followers with was: "As the baby chick comes out of the egg, so Christ came out of the tomb." So the egg, symbolically speaking, is supposed to be Christ coming back from the dead. So you can see why this mixture of paganism, along with Catholicism, allowed this occult belief to survive.
 
Now that we've revealed the truth about the Easter Egg, let me ask a question? "How many of you have ever wondered about the Easter Bunny?" Where did he come from, and what does he have to do with Easter? Once again, we'll have to enter the occult world and examine its belief to find the answer.
 
The occult goddess, Easter, who is also known as the Spring goddess, or Earth Mother, is also known as the "fertility goddess" because, during the Spring, everything reawakens through her power. She is also known as the "moon goddess" because Semiramis had chosen the moon to represent her, while she chose the sun to represent Nimrod.
 
In ancient, and modern-day cultures, animals have been used to symbolize different gods, goddesses, demigods, and other important creatures. The rabbit, or bunny, was chosen to represent the goddess Easter, for two main reasons: first, the rabbit is a creature that is easily fertilized, and reproduces very quickly, and in large quantities. So you can understand why rabbits have always been symbolized as a fertility creature, and why it has been associated with, and symbolizes, the "fertility goddess" known as "Easter". The second reason why the rabbit was chosen is because, in ancient times, many cultures claimed that the rabbit symbolized the moon. Since the goddess Easter, is also known as the "moon goddess," the rabbit, who symbolizes the "moon," was a perfect match for Easter; they both represent fertility, and they both represent the moon. This is why we have the Easter bunny.
 
During the "glory days" of Babylon and Egypt, when they were both at their zenith, they each worshipped a "horned-god" known as Moloch, who symbolized Nimrod, the very first "horned-god". At the Easter celebrations, the priests of Moloch would take the offerings, which were brought forth by the people, and lay them upon the altars of Moloch. Because the occult ceremonies were dedicated to the arrival of the Spring goddess, certain offerings were expected: fresh, hand-picked, Spring flowers would be brought to the temples, a food offering of fresh breads and meats would be brought, and different types of candies would also be presented at the temples. At this time, let's take a closer look at what was going on during those occult ceremonies held inside the temples, and see if there are any differences.
 
According to Cecrops, who founded the city of Athens in 1,500 BC, fresh, baked buns, or what we nowadays call "hot-cross buns", or dinner rolls, were used as offerings to Astarte, who was the goddess Easter. More importantly, the Bible speaks about these occult practices. In Jeremiah chapter seven, verses seventeen through twenty, and, in Jeremiah chapter forty-four, verses seventeen through nineteen, and verse twenty-five, we find that "cakes" were being made as offerings to the "queen of heaven." The word "cake", translated from the original Hebrew is "kavvan", and in English is literally means "buns". Now the word "cake" appears many, many times throughout the scriptures, but only in these two passages of Jeremiah, does the word "cake," or "kavvan" literally means "buns." And these "buns" were being made as offerings to "Easter", the "Queen of Heaven". Jeremiah chapter seven, verse eighteen makes this crystal clear, for it says that:
 
1) The children gather the wood
 2) The fathers get the fire going
 3) The women knead their bread
 4) They make their "buns," or "cakes"
5) And give them as offerings to the "Queen of Heaven".
 
There is no difference!
 
The priests who were working in these temples, were being served by, and attended by women who were known as "Vestal Virgins". These, so-called virgins, were actually temple prostitutes, who also served the physical desires of those priests. However, during the celebration of Easter, part of the practice dictated that the priests had to wear their best clothes for the services; some would go out and have brand new clothes made for the occasion. The vestal virgins would wear newly made, white robes, and have spring flowers, or garlands placed in their hair. Many would also wear hats which looked almost, exactly like a baby's bonnet. This is why, when so many people attend Easter ceremonies, the men will wear their finest suits, or ones that were just bought, and the women will wear their new dresses, along with their "Easter Bonnets", or hats.
 
Now, for those people who are Catholic, there is a forty day period before the day of Easter known as Lent. During Lent, for those forty days, Catholics are supposed to give up something as an offering. Many will give up candy, television, or anything that they enjoy. Children will try to give up broccoli, or some other vegetable that they don't like, but that doesn't count, because most kids hate certain vegetables, and they're supposed to give up something they like. Now where did this belief in Lent come from, and how does it apply to Easter? In Ezekiel, chapter eight, verse fourteen, we find an interesting event had transpired; women were weeping in the very temple of GOD, because of Tammuz. If you'll recall, when Tammuz was killed by a wild boar, he was forty years old and, naturally, his occult followers were crying over his death. 
 
As a result of this, one day, for each year of Tammuz' life, or, "forty day", were placed right before the day of Easter. During this forty day period, people would fast, go without water, give up various things of comfort, and spend a lot of time weeping over the death of Tammuz. All this is what created what is known as Lent, and many countries and cultures followed this practice:
 
1) Naturally, the Babylonians observed this forty day period of abstinence, as did the Phoenicians, the Egyptians, and the Israelites.
 2) The Kordistan practiced this time of Lent
 3) The Mexican people would spend forty days in abstinence.
 4) And, to this very day, good Catholics are supposed to observe Lent.
 
However deep, or genuine the sincerity, the truth of the matter is that Lent is not based upon the scriptures; its origins are solely found within the ancient, occult temples of Moloch.
 
One last thing to consider is the traditional "Easter Ham". This came about because of the wild boar that killed Tammuz. Symbolically speaking, when you're eating the "Easter Ham", you're destroying the boar that killed Tammuz.
 
Not only has Easter been shown to be of occult origin, but that it has absolutely nothing to do with "Resurrection Sunday", in which, Jesus Christ resurrected HIMSELF from the grave.
 
Some of you may be wondering if eating a ham on Resurrection Sunday is a sin; of course it isn't, so long as you're not doing it to celebrate Easter. As Christians, we should not be celebrating Easter of Resurrection Sunday since they're based on the ancient, occult religion of witchcraft. And the Easter bunny and eggs have to go.
 
I don't believe I have to lecture you on not trying to mix the occult holiday of Easter with Christianity. At this point of the article, you should know better. So tear down those ridiculous Easter decorations, get rid of the bunnies and candy eggs, and worship GOD who, in the form of Jesus Christ, died for your sins, so one day you could join HIM in Heaven.
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What is the most controversial prophecy in the Hebrew Bible, and why read it at Passover? - Joel C. Rosenberg - https://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/2015/04/04/what-is-the-most-controversial-hebrew-bible-prophecy-and-why-read-it-at-passover/
 
 
Have you ever been to the Shrine of the Book at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem? Have you ever seen the Great Isaiah Scroll on display there?
 
It is absolutely breathtaking. And it contains what many believe is the most controversial prophecy in the entire Hebrew Bible.
 
"The Great Isaiah Scroll (1QIsaa) is one of the original seven Dead Sea Scrolls discovered in Qumran in 1947," notes the Israel Museum on its website. "It is the largest (734 cm) and best preserved of all the biblical scrolls, and the only one that is almost complete. The 54 columns contain all 66 chapters of the Hebrew version of the biblical Book of Isaiah. Dating from ca. 125 BCE, it is also one of the oldest of the Dead Sea Scrolls, some one thousand years older than the oldest manuscripts of the Hebrew Bible known to us before the scrolls' discovery."
 
So, what is this most controversial of ancient Biblical prophecies, and why read it at Passover?
 
The passage begins in Isaiah 52 and goes through the entirety of chapter 53. 
 
To read the translation in the Orthodox Jewish Bible, please click here: https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+52%3A13-53%3A12&version=OJB 
 
52:13 Behold, My servant will prosper, he will be high and lifted up and greatly exalted. 14 Just as many were astonished at you, My people, so His appearance was marred more than any man and His form more than the sons of men. 15 Thus He will sprinkle many nations, kings will shut their mouths on account of Him; for what had not been told them they will see, and what they had not heard they will understand.
 
53:1 Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2  For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of parched ground; he has no stately form or majesty that we should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him. 3 He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide their face he was despised, and we did not esteem Him.
 
4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.
 
7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He did not open His mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; and as for His generation, who considered that He was cut off out of the land of the living for the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due? 9 His grave was assigned with wicked men, yet He was with a rich man in His death, because He had done no violence, nor was there any deceit in His mouth.
 
10 But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; if He would render Himself as a guilt offering, he will see His offspring, he will prolong His days, and the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand. 11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, he will see it and be satisfied; by His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, as He will bear their iniquities.
 
12 Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will divide the booty with the strong; because He poured out Himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and interceded for the transgressors.
 
Rather than analyze it myself, let me ask you: Of whom is the Lord God of Israel speaking?
 
Of whom is the Hebrew prophet Isaiah describing to the nation of Israel, and to the world?
 
Why do you think this is such a controversial prophecy?
 
What relevance do you think it has to the Passover season?
 
I'll write more on this soon. But first I'd like your thoughts. And share this post with family and friends through social media and get their thoughts. (Please be respectful and gracious. Not everyone agrees, and some disagree vehemently.)
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download

 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/9299b7a9-a78f-4f2e-ad95-00cc8133853e.jpg]
 
 
CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
 
 
	[image: CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs]

	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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'The tomb is empty because He is risen!' - Bill Federer - http://www.wnd.com/2015/04/the-tomb-is-empty-because-he-is-risen/?cat_orig=faith
 
 
Bill Federer remembers statesmen, ambassadors, presidents who proclaimed Christ's resurrection
 
On George Washington's tomb is engraved the Scripture, John 11:25, where Jesus told Martha: "I am the Resurrection and the Life; sayeth the Lord. He that believeth in Me, though he were dead yet shall he live. And whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die."
 
 
Martin Luther remarked: "Our Lord has written the promise of the Resurrection not in books alone, but in every leaf in the springtime."
 
Sir Lionel Alfred Luckhoo was the ambassador of Barbados and Guyana, the only person to have been an ambassador for two sovereign nations simultaneously. He was knighted twice by the queen of England, served as lord mayor of Georgetown, Guyana, and presided as judge of the Supreme Court of Guyana.
 
Sir Lionel Luckhoo was acknowledged in the Guinness Book of World Records as the world's most successful criminal attorney. He had spoken at the United Nations, to presidents, kings, parliaments, bar associations and cabinets all over the world.
 
After studying world religions, Sir Lionel accepted Jesus Christ as his personal Lord and Savior on Nov. 7, 1978. He stated: "The bones of Muhammad are in Medina, the bones of Confucius are in Shantung, the cremated bones of Buddha are in Nepal. Thousands pay pilgrimages to worship at their tombs which contain their bones. But in Jerusalem there is a cave cut into the rock. This is the tomb of Jesus. IT IS EMPTY! YES, EMPTY! BECAUSE HE IS RISEN! He died, physically and historically. He arose from the dead, and now sits at the right hand of God."
 
The well-known British journalist Malcolm Muggeridge wrote in his 1975 work, titled "Jesus": "As Man alone, Jesus could not have saved us; as God alone, he would not; Incarnate, he could and did."
 
On April 1, 1956, in an Easter address in St. Peter's Square, Rome, Pope Pius XII stated: "This year's celebration of Easter should be primarily a recall to faith in Christ, addressed to people who, through no fault of their own, are still unaware of the saving work of the Redeemer; to those who, on the contrary, would wish to have His name wiped out of the minds and hearts of nations; and finally, in a special manner, to those souls of little faith who, seduced by deceptive enticements, are on the point of exchanging the priceless Christian values for those of a false earthly progress."
 
On April 2, 1983, in a radio address to the nation, President Ronald Reagan stated: "This week Jewish families and friends have been celebrating Passover. ... Its observance reminds all of us that the struggle for freedom and the battle against oppression waged by the Jews since ancient times is one shared by people everywhere. And Christians have been commemorating the last momentous days leading to the crucifixion of Jesus 1,950 years ago. Tomorrow, as morning spreads around the planet, we'll celebrate the triumph of life over death, the Resurrection of Jesus."
 
Reagan continued: "Both observances tell of sacrifice and pain but also of hope and triumph. ... Men and women around the world who love God and freedom - bear a message of world hope and brotherhood like the rites of Passover and Easter that we celebrate this weekend. ... We want peace. ... And then they ask, 'Do you think that we can have these things one day?' Well, I do. I really do.
 
"Nearly 2,000 years after the coming of the Prince of Peace, such simple wishes may still seem far from fulfillment. But we can achieve them. We must never stop trying.'"
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The Resurrection: Myth or History - By Norman L. Geisler - http://billygraham.org/decision-magazine/april-2011/the-resurrection-myth-or-history/
 
 
How can we know for sure that Jesus actually died and rose again? And what difference does it make? The Apostle Paul answered this last question emphatically in 1 Corinthians 15:14-19, saying that if Christ did not rise bodily from the grave, then Christianity is false, we are still in our sins and there is no hope beyond the grave.
 
Of course, if Jesus did die and rise physically from the dead, then Christianity is true, our sins are forgiven, and there is hope for Heaven. Which is it? According to the Bible, we have certainty (Luke 1:4) and "convincing proofs" (Acts 1:3) that Jesus actually died on the cross and physically rose from the grave three days later.
 
The Evidence for Christ's Death
 
Few things have greater historical certainty than that Christ actually died on the cross. The Old Roman Creed-the earliest surviving Christian creed outside of the Bible-declared in the second century A.D. that Jesus was "crucified under Pontius Pilate," and other sources both inside and outside of the Bible agree. Consider the following cumulative evidence:
 
The nature and extent of Jesus' injuries indicate that He must have died. He was beaten several times and whipped. He suffered a tremendous loss of blood from wounds to His hands and feet while on the cross for more than six hours, from 9 in the morning until just before sunset.
 
The nature of the crucifixion assures death. Crucifixion demands that one constantly pull oneself up in order to breathe, thus creating excruciating pain from the nails in the hands and feet. Failure to do this every few minutes means one dies of asphyxiation.
 
Those at the cross heard Jesus' death cry. Luke 23:46 says, "Jesus called out with a loud voice, 'Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.' When he had said this, he breathed his last."
 
The professional Roman executioners pronounced Jesus dead. They were so convinced that Jesus was dead that they did not break His legs to speed death by preventing Him from lifting himself to breathe (John 19:33).
 
The piercing of Jesus' side with the spear is proof that He had physically died before the piercing (John 19:34). The Bible records that blood and water came out of Jesus' side, which is medical proof that a person has already died.
 
Pilate made sure Jesus was dead before he gave the corpse to Joseph to be buried. "Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph" (Mark 15:44-45).
 
Jesus was wrapped in about 75 pounds of cloth and spices and placed in a sealed tomb for three days (John 19:39-40, Matthew 27:60). If Jesus were not dead by then, which clearly He was, He would have died in the tomb from lack of food, water and medical treatment.
 
The earliest Christian writers after the time of Christ affirmed His death on the cross by crucifixion. Polycarp, a disciple of the Apostle John, spoke of "our Lord Jesus Christ, who for our sins suffered even unto death." Justin Martyr noted in his Dialogue With Trypho the Jew that Jews of his day claimed that "Jesus [was] a Galilean deceiver, whom we crucified."
 
Josephus, the Jewish historian of the time of Christ, confirmed His death. He wrote: "Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men among us, had condemned him to the cross." The Jewish Talmud says, "On the eve of Passover they hanged Yeshu (of Nazareth). They found naught in his defense and hanged him on the eve of Passover." Likewise, the Roman historian Cornelius Tacitus confirmed it: "A wise man who was called Jesus ... Pilate condemned Him to be condemned and to die." And the Roman writer Phlegon speaks of Jesus having been crucified but then "he rose after death, and exhibited the marks of his punishment."
 
But can we trust the records that bring us these facts? The answer is a powerful yes-for many reasons. First, the records are both biblical and non-biblical, written by believers and unbelievers. As for the biblical records, we have some 5,700 manuscripts of the New Testament beginning with a gap of only one generation from the original text. Most books from the ancient world survive on only 10 to 20 manuscripts that are separated from the original on average by nearly 1,000 years.
 
In addition, there were at least eight writers of the 27 books of the New Testament. Most other events from the ancient world had only one or two writers. Even critics admit that these New Testament writers were eyewitnesses or contemporaries of the events. Further, the noted British manuscript authority Sir Frederic Kenyon affirmed, "The last foundation for any doubt that the Scriptures have come down substantially as they were written has now been removed. Both the authenticity and the general integrity of the books of the New Testament may be regarded as finally established" ("Bible and Archaeology," p. 288).
 
The Evidence for Christ's Resurrection
 
While there are few who doubt Jesus of Nazareth died under Pontius Pilate in the early part of the first century A.D., many doubt that the physical body of Jesus that was laid in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea came back to life. What, then, is the evidence for the physical resurrection of Christ? Again, it is overwhelming. First, the guarded and sealed tomb was found empty a few days later. The same physical body placed in the tomb permanently vacated it alive (Matthew 28:6). Second, the same body that had been placed there, crucifixion scars and all, appeared for the next 40 days to more than 500 people on 12 different occasions.
 
During these appearances, Jesus proved that He was raised in the same physical body in which He died by revealing that He had flesh and bones, showing His crucifixion scars and challenging Thomas to touch His wounds. We're told of four times when He ate physical food after the resurrection. Mary and the other women touched Him. He could be seen with the naked eye and heard with natural ears. He taught His disciples for 40 days and performed miracles in their presence. There is no other way possible that Jesus could have proven that He had risen in the same body in which He had been crucified and which was laid in Joseph's tomb.
 
Little wonder that Peter, an apostle and eyewitness of Jesus' death and resurrection, declared: "We did not follow cleverly devised stories" (2 Peter 1:16). And John added, "That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched-this we proclaim concerning the Word of life" (1 John 1:1-3).
 
Jesus was a prominent figure in Israel, and many people knew His burial site. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and John record the exact location. Both Roman and Jewish sources testify that the tomb was found empty on the third day after Jesus' crucifixion. Matthew 28:12-13 specifically states that the chief priests invented the story that the disciples stole the body. There would be no need for this fabrication if the tomb had not been empty. And the preaching of the apostles would not have lasted if the tomb had not been empty, because the Jewish authorities could have easily put an end to Christianity by producing Jesus' body.
 
Also, the Gospels record that while Jesus was on trial, the disciples deserted Him in fear.
 
Just a few days later, however, they suddenly returned to Jerusalem-the city where the event happened and could be investigated-and began preaching that Jesus was the Messiah and had risen from the dead. The disciples knew this message would bring them a life of suffering and even death. Ten out of 11 remaining apostles after Judas' death were martyred because they believed Jesus rose from the dead. Why would they do this if they knew that Jesus had not risen from the dead? And why would thousands of people in Jerusalem abandon the tenets and practices of their faith and join the disciples in following Jesus?
 
The Difference the Resurrection Makes in Our Lives
 
What difference does it make whether Jesus rose from the dead? In Jesus' own words, "Because I live, you also will live" (John 14:19). As the Apostle Paul put it, Jesus "destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel" (2 Timothy 1:10). If the sinless Son of God did not beat the rap of death, then we don't have a ghost of a chance.
 
A number of years ago I shared much of this evidence with a large group of my non-Christian relatives at my father's funeral. As I stood by the graveside, I pointed out that this was not the final resting place of my departed father but rather a temporary one. For the Scriptures declared that one day, "all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out" (John 5:28-29). Jesus added, "I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die" (John 11:25-26).
 
As I quoted these words, I could feel the very power of God through them. After the service, one of my cousins approached me and said, "Every funeral I have ever attended I have always felt worse after it was over. This is the first time I have ever felt better!" Why is that?
 
Because the resurrection of Jesus, and His resurrection alone, brings hope that our sins are paid for (Romans 4:25), death has been defeated (Hebrews 2:14), and we have the hope of eternal life when we repent and turn to Christ, accepting what He has done for us.
 
The Difference the Resurrection Makes in Our Witness
 
What is more, we have a message to proclaim to the nations: Christ died for our sins and is alive forevermore! Of all the world's religious leaders, Christ is the only one who died for our sins, defeated death and is alive forevermore. Confucius, Buddha and Muhammad are all dead. Only their memory lives, and their bodies have all rotted in a grave. Only Christ left behind an empty tomb. Christians alone have the living message for a dying world: that only Jesus can save them from sin (John 14:6, Acts 4:12).
 
For many years after I became a Christian, my favorite song was "He Lives." Some 60 years later, this refrain still rings in my heart-and it is based in historical fact, not fiction: "You ask me how I know He lives. He lives within my heart!"
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The message of Easter: Death is not the end - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/04/the-message-of-easter-death-is-not-the-end/
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie offers compelling argument for historicity of Resurrection
 
A little boy was on his way to church on Easter morning, and he didn't really want to go. It was early, and he was cranky. His parents overheard him muttering to no one in particular, "I don't know why we have to go to church on Easter anyway! They keep telling the same old story, and it always comes out the same in the end!"
 
That is right. But aren't you glad it does? It is the greatest story ever told.
 
This Easter might be a happy day for you. You might be looking forward to spending time with family and friends. On the other hand, this may be a sad day for you. While others are dressed in their Sunday best and have big plans for the day, you are overwhelmed by deep sadness - not because of Easter itself, but because Easter is a marker of time. You might be remembering a loved one who was with you last year but isn't with you now.
 
Easter is for those who have been devastated by death. It has been more than six years since the Lord called our son Christopher home to heaven. At the time, I had been a pastor for 34 years. On many occasions, I had spoken to parents who had lost children and tried to say and do the right things. I had presided over many services for little ones who had gone to heaven. I thought I understood the pain parents were experiencing because a couple of my friends had lost children, and I knew their children quite well. I thought, I am as close as one could be to this without it happening to me.
 
In retrospect, I realize that I had no idea what it was like. It tears you apart.
 
Not long ago I spoke with a young woman whose husband was killed in a tragic accident. I anticipated her questions. I said, "Right now, I bet you are wondering why God took him instead of you."
 
She said, "I am."
 
"I bet you are thinking it is just not fair."
 
She said, "I am thinking of that."
 
"You are so young. You were newly married. Why did God let this happen to you?"
 
"That's right," she said.
 
"It is OK to ask those questions," I said. "But you have to understand this: you are probably never going to get an answer that will satisfy you this side of heaven."
 
Then I began to talk to her about the hope of the Resurrection. I reminded her that death is not the end; it is just merely a bend in the road.
 
Jesus' disciples had been devastated by his death. They didn't expect it. Despite the fact that Christ spoke repeatedly of his own betrayal, arrest, crucifixion and resurrection, they missed it altogether. So when it happened in real time before their eyes, it was shocking.
 
The problem was they didn't know how the story ended. As far as they were concerned, Jesus was going to establish his kingdom and bring the Roman occupation to an end. They thought they would rule and reign with him. But instead, he suddenly was betrayed by one of their own. He was brought up on trumped-up charges in a kangaroo court of injustice. He was flogged by Pilate. Then he was nailed to a cross. They never thought they would see him again. The dream was over. Their hope was gone.
 
But if they would have remembered another incident at the tomb, it would have given them perspective. If they would have thought back to the time when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, they would recall that Jesus did something unexpected. He wept. Why? Because it was not part of God's original plan for people to age. Jesus wept because his heart broke to see the devastation that death brings us.
 
Jesus had said to Martha, the sister of Lazarus, "I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?" (John 11:26-27 NIV)
 
Jesus wept, and then he brought Lazarus back to life.
 
The disciples had heard from an angel that Jesus had risen again. And it changed a disheartened, frightened group of fishermen, tax collectors and the like into bold preachers of the gospel. The world was not the same as a result.
 
That alone is, in my opinion, one of the most compelling arguments for the historicity of the Resurrection. Some claim the disciples made it up because they wanted to start a new religion. But I find it interesting that they all died a martyr's death, with the exception of John, who was banished to the island of Patmos. Not one of them recanted on their deathbed. Not one of them said, "We made it all up." If someone has lived a lie, he usually wants to get something like that off his chest on his deathbed. But none of them confessed it wasn't true. They could not deny what had changed everything about their lives. Jesus was alive.
 
The Resurrection impacted them, and it impacts us, too. Why? Because one day we are all going to die. There is nothing we can do to change that.
 
The good news is that because Jesus died and then rose from the dead, we can live forever. The resurrection of Jesus was the death of death. The Bible tells us, "Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is" (1 John 3:2).
 
Here is what Easter was saying to the disciples and to us: Death is not the end. If your loved one has died as a believer in Jesus Christ, then you will see him or her again. And this Easter, here is what Christ is saying to you: "I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?"
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Mary Magdalene's Resurrection Story - Commentary by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/the-bible-thru-the-eyes-of-its-writers/mary-magdalenes-resurrection-story/ 
 
 
"Because you have seen me you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed"  (John 20:29)
 
I am Mary of Magdala, or Mary Magdalene, so named because I came from the village of Magdala, located on the western side of the Sea of Galilee, between Tiberius and Capernaum, and not far from Nazareth.  It also helped to distinguish me from the several other women named Mary who were associated with Jesus during His ministry.  Just as Peter was considered to be the informal head of the male disciples, I was considered to be the head of the females.  I was with the Lord through much of His ministry and, along with the other women, helped to provide His financial support.  Several of us came from families of means and since the men had left everything to follow the Lord, we did our part by making sure there was enough money to pay the bills.  The Lord had healed us all of various diseases so we were happy to be able to contribute to His work in this way.
 
I was present at the Lord's crucifixion, and was the first one to see Him after His resurrection.  This is my story of that glorious day.
 
Some of the other women and I hurried quietly through the streets of Jerusalem toward the Damascus gate.  We were trying not to attract any unwanted attention in case the officials were looking for us. It was just barely sunrise on Sunday morning, the first day after the Sabbath that followed the Passover. We could hear the priests at the Temple blowing the shofar announcing the Feast of First Fruits, the dedication of the spring harvest.
 
Normally we didn't wait so long before preparing a body for burial but by the time Joseph and Nicodemus had gotten the Lord's body off the cross and laid Him in Joseph's tomb it was nearly sundown and the special Sabbath known as the Feast of Unleavened Bread was about to begin.  When it did, no more work would be permitted.  So after seeing where they put His body we rushed home to prepare the spices and perfumes we would need for His burial.  The day after Unleavened Bread was the regular Sabbath, and again no work could be done. But finally it was Sunday morning, the 3rd day since His death, and we could properly cleanse the body and apply the aromatic spices whose aroma would mask the smell of decay while the body decomposed.
 
We'd spent the last three days hiding in fear of the Temple Guard and trying to get over the shock of His death. Maybe you can imagine what an emotional time we were going through.  Just a week earlier, on the day you call Palm Sunday, we had accompanied Jesus into Jerusalem to shouts of "Hosanna, hosanna to the Son of David ... Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord!" Then there was that incident at the Temple on Monday when He drove out the money changers, and the constant tension between Him and the officials in the days afterward.  His betrayal and arrest, and His trial and execution all took place on Thursday, and then He was gone.   Talk about extremes.  Of course, this is exactly what He told us would happen.  But believe me when I say that  talking about it and experiencing it were two different things.
 
Among all of us, I was perhaps the only one who truly had a grasp of what this was all about, but even I couldn't keep from glancing furtively over my shoulder to make sure no one was following, and the pain I felt at having lost Him was almost unbearable. But life goes on, and there was finally some work we could do. Maybe that would help.
 
The Empty Tomb
 
As I look back on that morning, I realize we had no idea how we were going to get into His tomb, but our tradition required that a dead body be made ready for burial as soon as possible.  So we had to find a way to get the tomb opened and we had to do it that very day.
 
We felt the earthquake as we were nearing the tomb, but nothing could have prepared us for what we saw when we got there. The huge stone that had sealed it was rolled away, and there was a man whose clothing shone like the sun sitting on it. He told us the tomb was empty, that Jesus had risen just like He said He would. We couldn't believe it! "See for yourselves," he said, "Then go and tell His disciples that He'll meet you all in the Galilee."
 
I was in shock! I guess my time of emotional extremes wasn't over yet.  I don't remember where the other women went, but I wandered around in a daze crying my eyes out until I came upon a man I thought was the gardener.  When he asked why I was crying, I foolishly asked him where he had taken the body. "Tell me where you put Him," I said, "And I'll bring Him back."
 
When He spoke my name I recognized His voice and falling to my knees, I clung to Him. No one was ever going to take Him from me again if I had anything to say about it!  I hadn't recognized Him at first because I never expected to see Him alive again, at least not in this world. But the sound of His voice was undeniable.
 
"Don't cling to me Mary," He said. "I have not yet returned to the Father." Much later I understood Him to mean that he was on His way to the real Temple, the one in Heaven, in the role of our High Priest.  There He would sprinkle His own blood on the altar and perform His final act of atonement for our sins, just as the law required. Reluctantly I let Him go, and ran back to the disciples like He told me to.
 
Of course, they didn't believe me. After all, this was a man's world and I was only a woman. What could I know? But Peter and John went to see for themselves and finally, finally, they got it. He had risen from the dead. He was alive. In a great rush of comprehension they finally believed in their hearts that which they previously had only considered in their minds.  Later that day two of the other disciples also reported seeing and talking with Him on the road to Emmaus, but we got the ultimate confirmation that night when He appeared to us in the upper room.
 
The implications were staggering. He had taken upon Himself all the sins of the world as He was nailed to the cross, and had paid their enormous penalty with His life.  Then He went to stand before the throne of God the Father Almighty. God cannot tolerate the presence of sin, so if even one tiny sin among all those that ever had or ever would be committed by mankind remained on Him, Jesus could never have escaped the tomb to stand before Him. His resurrection was absolute proof of the certainty of ours. From the first human to the last, all who accept in faith the pardon that His death had purchased for us would be forgiven and receive eternal life. It was unbelievable!
 
Doubting Thomas
 
And of course there would always be some who wouldn't believe it. Thomas, who had been missing that first Sunday evening, serves as their example.  Even after hearing other reports from disciples who had seen Jesus, Thomas refused to believe until he had absolute proof.  A week later we were all together again and Thomas was with us. Suddenly Jesus appeared in the locked room. "Shalom alechem," He said, which means "Peace be with you."
 
Calling Thomas over, He had him put his finger into the nail prints in His hands and the wound in His side. "Stop doubting and believe," He said.
 
Thomas fell to his knees saying, "My Lord and my God."
 
"Because you have seen you believe," Jesus said. "Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."
 
By saying this, He was pronouncing a special blessing on those who would become part of the Church, that great body of believers who accept in faith the validity of events I witnessed first hand. In all of humanity, the church is singled out and set apart for special blessing for that reason alone.
 
Over the next 40 days before His ascension, Jesus appeared to more than 500 people, and later came back to personally prepare Paul to carry His message to the Gentiles.  Through this instruction Paul came to understand the essential requirements of salvation. If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord" and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead you will be saved (Romans 10:9). It stands to reason. I mean if you can't believe that God would raise His own Son from the dead, how can you believe He would do it for you?  
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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