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Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	4/24/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Deputy foreign minister Hanegbi urges Palestinians to resume direct talks with Israel 
Zionist Union MK Bar-Lev: Netanyahu missed opportunity for diplomatic Gaza solution 
Palestinian attorney condemns ruling on East Jerusalem property
Amid Israel's independence festivities, Arabs mark Nakba
Rocket fired from Gaza lands in Israeli territory; IDF strikes terror site 
Analysis: Israel, US both face cyber threats, but capabilities differ 
Biden affirms US support of Israel with pledge of F-35 delivery by 2016 
White House reiterates pledge to invite Netanyahu after government formation 
Coalition partners air out anger to Netanyahu as deadline to form new government nears 
Morocco: Shimon Peres Branded a 'Child Killer'
Right-wing activists held over attempted march to Temple Mount
Ongoing tensions over Temple Mount stoked by Jordanian-funded carpet 
Auschwitz museum warns that visitors could be turned away due to huge spike in interest
Former SS guard says he 'couldn't imagine' Jews surviving Auschwitz
Messianic Judaism Flourishes in Holocaust Towns
Air force chief can 'get job done' if order comes to hit Iran
Joe Biden shores up U.S.-Israel ties, says Iran deal isn't a 'grand bargain'
Report: Obama 'Obscured' Iran Nuclear Breakout Time for Years
US energy chief: Iran's nuclear abilities detectable under framework deal 
Pastor Abedini and 3 Other Americans Imprisoned by Iran Likely to Be Forgotten by Obama in Nuclear Deal, ACLJ Warns
US official: Iranian ships moving away from Yemen 
Military experts fear Saudi Arabia's strategy in Yemen is failing
Erdogan: ISIS is a 'Virus' Working to Destroy Muslims
Obama Admin's 'Persecution of Christians' Is 'Emboldening' ISIS' Massacres Abroad, FRC Head Tony Perkins Warns
U.S. House speaker tells Obama to 'get serious' about defeating Islamic State
Obama Apologizes After Drone Kills American and Italian Held by Al Qaeda
US charges San Diego man in terrorism case involving Syria fighting 
Experts tell UN council: Feelings of exclusion drive youth to ISIS 
Anzac terror plot: UK boy, 14, charged with inciting terrorism, encouraging beheading of Australian
NGO: African migrants deported from Israel among Christians killed in latest ISIS video 
UN Peacekeeping forces kidnapped in Congo 
Arctic nations meet under threat of new Cold War
Pentagon dismisses Moscow claim of U.S. troops in Ukraine combat zone
Cash Flowed to Clinton Foundation Amid Russian Uranium Deal
Ukraine truce: US accuses Russia of violating deal
US General Tells Senate North Korea Can Hit US With Nuclear ICBM
Obama's Orwellian Language on Drones
Illegal immigrant deportations plummet as amnesty hampers removal efforts
Memo: 353,000 Refugees on Food Stamps, 55,000 Receiving Supplemental Security Income
Largest Bank In America Joins War On Cash
Chances of Greek deal 'virtually nil'
Saudi Arabia's Solution to Global Oil Glut: Pump Even More Crude 
6.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Kaikoura, New Zealand
5.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Ferndale, California
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Atka, Alaska
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Buldir Island, Alaska
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Panguna, Papua New Guinea
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Molibagu, Indonesia
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Makubetsu, Japan
N. Idaho shaken by two 4-plus magnitude quakes; no injuries
Man-made earthquakes increasing in central and eastern U.S., study finds
US earthquakes pose risk to record 140 million Americans: Research
Chile's Calbuco Volcano Erupts For First Time in Over 42 Years; Concerns Rise for Contaminated Water, Respiratory Illnesses
Ash piles up in nearby towns as Chile's Calbuco volcano erupts for first time in 4 decades
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 17,000ft
Sakurajima volcano in Japan erupts to 16,000ft
Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 13,000ft
Turrialba volcano in Costa Rica erupts to 12,000ft
Giant magma reservoir mapped deep beneath Yellowstone supervolcano
Rare tornado touches down on Oahu
Minnesota declares state of emergency over bird flu in poultry
CDC eyeing bird flu vaccine for humans, though risk is low
Minnesotans in contact with avian flu birds get preventative drugs
Malaria vaccine candidate promising; could potentially prevent disease in millions
Head transplant: man will be attached to new body in under an hour and aim is immortality, doctor says
Chinese researchers have genetically modified a human embryo - and many scientists think they've gone too far
Televangelist Creflo Dollar Defends His Plans For $65 Million Private Jet: 'I Dare You To Tell Me I Can't Dream'
Veterans Affairs manager allegedly forced subordinates to pay his wife for fortune telling
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. How does sanctions-ridden Iran find a multi-billion war chest to fund 6 armies fighting in 4 Mid East wars?
1. The Wailing Wall
1. Is the World Being Prepped For a Close Encounter of the Third Kind?
1. This week on 'The Hal Lindsey Report'
1. Stay strong true believers! We may be few in number but we have All Might behind us! 
1. Daily Jot: Soft tyranny and you
1. Daily Devotion: Count the Cost
1. Featured Article: A Closer Look at The Rapture       
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How does sanctions-ridden Iran find a multibillion war chest to fund 6 armies fighting in 4 Mid East wars? - http://www.debka.com/article/24556/How-does-sanctions-ridden-Iran-find-a-multibillion-war-chest-to-fund-6-armies-fighting-in-4-Mid-East-wars-
 
 
According to figures reaching debkafile in March, Iran is spending a vast fortune - up to an estimated $6-8 billion per year - to keep six armed forces fighting in four Middle East war campaigns for expanding its sphere of influence.  Month after month, Tehran forks out close to half a billion dollars - and sometimes more - to keep those conflicts on the boil. How Iran manages to keep this war chest flowing so abundantly from an economy crippled by international sanctions has never been explained.
 
Syria
 
As the Syrian war enters its fifth year, Iranian Revolutionary Guards are found to be running it from four command and control centers, our military and intelligence sources report:
 
1. In Damascus, the IRGC operates as a part of the Syrian General Staff, with two imported pro-Iranian militias at its independent disposal. This command center has three tasks: To oversee the Syrian general staff and monitor its operational planning; to guard President Bashar Assad's regime and his family; defend key locations such as the military airport and Shiite shrines, and keep the highways to Lebanon open.
 
 2.  In the Aleppo region of the north, IRGC officers were engaged in drawing up plans for a general offensive to rout rebel forces from positions they have captured in the city. Tehran attaches prime importance to a peak effort for the recapture of Aleppo, Syria's largest city. The IRGC command has transferred large-scale Hizballah forces from Lebanon to this arena, along with Afghan and Pakistani Shiite militias. Thousands of these combatants underwent training at specialist IRGC bases. Our military sources disclose that those militias recently took so many casualties that Iranian officers decided to hold off the Aleppo offensive.
 
3.  In the Qalamoun Mts., which are situated athwart the Syrian-Lebanese frontier, Tehran has given high priority to flushing rebel forces, including the Nusra Front and the Islamic State, out of the pockets they have seized on the mountain slopes, so as to clear the mountain roads for the passage of Hezbollah units. This offensive has also been delayed.
 
 4.  In South Syria, Iranian officers led a large-scale month-long drive to drive rebel forces out of the area they hold between Deraa and Damascus, in order to position Iranian-led Hezbollah and pro-Iranian militia forces face to face with the Israeli army on the Golan. This drive has so far been stalled.
 
Tehran establishes - and pays for - new Syrian army
 
Iranian officers have established, trained and equipped a new 70,000-strong fighting force called the Syrian National Defense Force. Its operations, including the soldiers' wages, are financed from Tehran's pocket.
 
Iran runs airlifts day by day to re-supply the Syrian army with weapons systems and ammunition, and the Syrian Air Force with bombs and ordnance for attacks against rebel forces - of late, mostly barrel bombs. Intelligence sources estimate that Iran's expenditure in the Syrian conflict now hits $200 million per month - around $2.5 billion a year.
 
Iran bankrolls Hezbollah from top to bottom
 
The 25,000-strong Lebanese Shiite Hezbollah operates under the direct command of IRGC officers. All its military equipment comes from Tehran, which also draws up its annual budget. Each month, Iran transfers to Beirut $150-200 million, as well as paying for all the Lebanese militias' expenses for maintaining an expeditionary force in Syria. Hezbollah costs Tehran an approximate $2 billion per annul.
 
An all-Shiite "people's national army" for Iraq, re-supplies for Yemen
 
Iran's deep military intervention in Iraq includes the creation of an all-Shiite "people's national army." It follows the same template as the Syrian National Defense Force and consists of the same number of fighters - 70,000 troops.
 
Tehran has also invested in barricades to fortify Baghdad against invasion from the north and the west.
 
The offensive to retake the Sunni town of Tikrit from the Islamic State was led by Iranian officers, and fed constantly with high-quality weapons systems, including missiles and tanks.
 
 All the war materiel required by the Iraqi army and Shiite militias fighting the Islamic State is airlifted to Baghdad, some directly from Iran.
 
 There is no reliable estimate of the Islamic Republic's current contribution to Iraq's war budget (estimated at a quarter of a billion dollars per month) because part of the cost is carried by the Iraqi government from oil revenues.
 
In Yemen, until Saudi Arabia and Egypt imposed an air and sea blockade a month ago, Iran ran supplies by air and sea to the Shiite Zaydi Houthis and their Yemeni army allies whom Tehran championed, sponsored and funded directly. The deployment of US warships in the Gulf of Aden this week put a stop to this traffic. But by then, Iran had sunk an estimated half a billion dollars in a Houthi victory.
 
Sanctions are no bar to Iran's ambitions
 
This arithmetic is testimony to Iran's mysteriously deep pockets. The sanctions the US, Europe and the United Nations clamped down on Tehran clearly had no effect on its willingness and ability to lay out fabulous sums to promote its ambitions as Middle East top dog.
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The Wailing Wall - J.L. Robb - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8035
 
 
"Jews may often be seen sitting for hours at the Wailing-place bent in sorrowful meditation over the history of their race, and repeating often times the words of the Seventy-ninth Psalm. On Fridays especially, Jews of both sexes, of all ages, and from all countries, assemble in large numbers to kiss the sacred stones and weep outside the precincts they may not enter." ~ Charles Wilson, 1881 British Explorer
 
The Wailing Wall is a name coined by Gentiles and is not particularly accepted by modern-day Jews, though there is plenty of wailing and praying about the lot of Israel during her history so far. There have been a lot more bad times it seems, than good. The more acceptable name of this large, stone wall (some stones weigh thousands of pounds) is the Western Wall.
 
At any rate, the Western Wall is considered by most Jews today as the only remaining wall of their Temple, which would be their Second Temple since the first was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC, about 2,600 years ago. Then the Second Temple was expanded by King Herod during Jesus' day.
 
Is it true that this wall is a wall of the Temple? Try convincing Israelis that it is not, and you will find a tough sell. If it is a Temple wall, it presents a real problem for Christian belief, that Jesus was not only the Messiah but also a Prophet.
 
Prophets, at least those in the Bible, were defined differently than Nostradamus and the common, everyday foretellers of the future. Nostradamus was estimated to be accurate about 5% of the time. Prophets of God were accurate 100% of the time. That would mean that Jesus would be correct in His prophecies 100% of the time, not 95% or 99%.
 
Consider this encounter between Jesus and the Apostles:
 
 
"Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. "Do you see all these things?" he asked. "Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; everyone will be thrown down." Matthew 24:1,2 NIV
 
If the Wailing Wall is the western wall of the Temple that the Apostles were referencing, there are still lots of stones, one on top of another, big stones. This has always bothered me since I recognized the inference and the importance.
 
Islam teaches that it is not the wall of the Temple; but negotiations have let the Jews go there and pray from time to time after the Muslims invaded and built mosques. When Israel first became a nation again in 1948 (67th anniversary next month), they were guaranteed a place at the Wailing Wall but didn't happen. Only after Israel's win in the 1967 war did the Jews get to the Wall.
 
A few weeks ago an Omega Letter subscriber emailed me the name of a book he thought I should read. He has read my first four books in the series The End The Book and suspects that Part Five (out this summer) will be dealing with the Temple and its reconstruction. He is correct.
 
The name of the recommended book was Temple by Robert Cornuke, president of the Bible Archeology Search and Exploration Institute (BASE). I ordered right away, and then my curiosity got the best of me. I began a search for other books that might corroborate the assertions of the author of Temple, published last year.
 
I also ordered The Temples that Jerusalem Forgot, authored by Ernest L. Martin and published in 2000. 
 
It appears there is an archeological movement that questions the validity of the Wailing Wall as one of the Temple compound walls because of the extreme conflict between modern religious scholars and the descriptions proffered by actual eyewitnesses who saw the destruction and aftermath, like Josephus and Titus.
 
Josephus was hired in the first century by Roman Emperor Vespasian to write about Jewish History and the wars with Rome. Below is one of his statements about the condition of Jerusalem after war with Rome:
 
 
"Now as soon as the army had no more people to slay or to plunder, because there remained none to be the objects of their fury, (for they would not have spared any, had there remained any other work to be done,) Caesar gave orders that they should now demolish the entire city and temple, but should leave as many of the towers standing as were of the greatest eminency; that is, Phasaelus, and Hippicus, and Mariamne; and so much of the wall as enclosed the city on the west side. This wall was spared, in order to afford a camp for such as were to lie in garrison, as were the towers also spared, in order to demonstrate to posterity what kind of city it was, and how well fortified, which the Roman valor had subdued; but for all the rest of the wall, it was so thoroughly laid even with the ground by those that dug it up to the foundation, that there was left nothing to make those that came thither believe it had ever been inhabited. This was the end which Jerusalem came to by the madness of those that were for innovations; a city otherwise of great magnificence, and of mighty fame among all mankind."
 
The wall that was spared enclosed the city of Jerusalem and three large towers were spared as memorials to Roman expertise in conquering and destroying Jerusalem. Also note that they "dug it up to the foundation."
 
Another statement in Josephus' War later indicated that Jerusalem was leveled:
 
"And now the Romans set fire to the extreme parts of the city, and burnt them down, and entirely demolished its walls."
 
Titus, son of Vespasian, was in charge of the total destruction of Jerusalem; and he did a magnificent job. His soldiers were so enraged with the Jews who would not surrender, the entire city was set ablaze. Jews that were holed up in the Temple set the Temple on fire rather than let the Romans have the riches, and there were lots of riches. The eyewitnesses of the day and for centuries afterward stood in awe at what had once been Jerusalem, now a desert wasteland. Just like it was predicted.
 
If these authors and other biblical archeologists are correct in the assessment that the Wailing Wall is really the wall that surrounded Fort Antonio and the Roman camp, including the Temple Mount, then some 'splainin' needs to happen. All the eyewitness reports spoke of utter desolation, walls knocked down and the foundations of the Temple buildings were dug up. Some of the foundations were more than thirty feet underground.
 
So why would the Roman guards actually dig up the foundations? How much work would that be?
 
It's all about the money; or in this case, gold.
 
The Temple was possibly the most gold-ridden structure in the world at the time. The outside was coated with so much gold it was described as blinding in sunlight. When the Jewish fighters and innocent civilians were trapped in the Temple and set it on fire, the intense heat melted the gold and other valuable minerals. The gold then dropped like lava to the depths of the foundations of the Temple. So much gold was found by the Romans that the value of gold in the Middle East dropped 50%.
 
The authors of these two books have done their homework, but the rapture will happen long before the Israelis admit the possibility that they have been wrong all these centuries and praying at the wrong wall. Prior to the Middle Ages, the Western Wall was just that, the western wall of Fort Antonio and its three towers that Titus left as a memorial.
 
When Jesus told the Jewish apostles that every stone in the Temple would fall, he wasn't kidding. This explains it all.
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Is the World Being Prepped For a Close Encounter of the Third Kind? - A.V. Rauf - http://bibleprophecyfortoday.com/2015/04/24/e-t-phone-home/
 
 
Luke 21:25-26-And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.
 
1 Corinthians 15:39-41-All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds. There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory.
 
2 Corinthians 11:15-And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.
 
I strongly suggest you go back and read the three-part post titled "Disclosure," on this website. There are multiple signs that are coming to pass today: wars and rumors of wars, apostasy, economic upheaval, drought, famine, weird weather. Yet at the same time, another phenomenon is beginning to come to gain steam in its prophetic fulfillment.
 
Just recently, NASA  announced that humanity is likely to encounter extra-terrestrials within a decade." I believe we are going to have strong indications of life beyond Earth in the next decade and definitive evidence in the next 10 to 20 years," Ellen Stofan, chief scientist for NASA, said. This NASA: The National Aeronautics and Space Administration. This is the United States government agency responsible for the civilian space program as well as aeronautics and aerospace research.
 
It has also been reported that signs of water have been found on some of Jupiter and Saturn's moons. Next they will find tiny microbes, or single-cell organisms and ultimately it will be extra-terrestrial beings. Ladies and gentlemen, what looked to be an episode right out of a Star Trek episode or  science fiction movie is now on the cusp of becoming a reality in the not too distant future.
 
I do not deny that there are physical manifestations of UFOs and that many people have claimed to have seen them and even been abducted by them. But the issue is not necessarily whether or not these things occur, but WHAT THEY ARE.
 
Dr. J. Allen Hynek was a civilian scientific advisor to Project Blue Book who eventually admitted that 11 percent of the study's findings about unidentified flying objects could not be explained using science. 
 
Project Blue Book was one of a series of systematic studies of unidentified flying objects (UFOs) conducted by the United States Air Force. It started in 1952, and it was the third study of its kind. A termination order was given for the study in December 1969, and all activity under its auspices ceased in January 1970.
 
Project Blue Book had two goals:
*To determine if UFOs were a threat to national security, and
*To scientifically analyze UFO-related data.
 
The Project Blue Book Archive provides researchers with free online access to over 50,000 official U.S. Government documents relating to the UFO phenomenon. Again, I am not making this stuff up.
 
According to Dr. J. Allen Hynek's own alien close encounter classification system: A close encounter of the first kind is sighting of a UFO; A close encounter of the second kind is physical evidence to prove the existence of an alien; and a close encounter of the third kind is actual contact with alien life forms.
 
Research of UFO abductees has led to some interesting discoveries. According to those abducted, these aliens claim to teach another theology. 
 
Galatians 1:6-8-I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.
 
The curious thing is that the theology is New Age theology. The claim here is that we are all divine, all evolving to higher levels of consciousness, that reality is what you perceive it to be and so on and so forth. This type of teaching is clearly anti-Christian in doctrine and nature.  Many people in the New Age not only accept Aliens and UFOs but also teach that they are more highly evolved than we are and that we need to learn from them.
 
Furthermore, a very high percentage of the abductees have been documented to have admitted to having a  previous experience with the occult. Thus, those who experience UFO phenomena are very often involved in the occult. This again is a major red flag.
 
Based on what I have researched studying the Bible (again please see the posts titled "Disclosure,") is that the UFO phenomena is occultic in origin and demonically based. I do not believe there is life on other planets, and I suspect that what has been manifested is nothing more than a great deception that is slowly enveloping mankind.
 
2 Thessalonians 2:7-12-For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
 
One person in five claims to have seen a UFO, and 1 in 100 claim to have had some form of alien encounter, from observation, to inspection, to abduction. The common denominator in confirmed abductions seems to be an unusual interest in the human reproductive system. 
 
Genesis 6:1-8-And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose. And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them. (notice that something happened to all of creation that grieved God immensely) But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.
 
The Nephilim which comes from the Hebrew word "Nephal"- "the ones who fall from the sky.
 
This is not Science Fiction. There were things that were talked about and even portrayed in Hollywood movies that seemed unimaginable a generation ago that today that are now happening in real life. For example, we already have chimeras: a single organism composed of genetically distinct cells. Laboratories are conducting experiments involving genetically splicing and combining two species that are 50/50. Behind closed doors scientists and corporations may have breached genetic codes that separate the individuality of an animal and plant species on earth.
 
Deuteronomy 22:9- Thou shalt not sow thy vineyard with diverse seeds: lest the fruit of thy seed which thou hast sown, and the fruit of thy vineyard, be defiled.
 
Daniel 2:43-And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.  And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.
 
This idea of mixing seed is not a polemic against bio-genetic engineering. It is simply to say anything fallen man can use for evil, fallen man will use for evil.
 
It has been documented case-after-case of what may be deemed as occultic or paranormal astral phenomenon occurrences.
 
In Daniel Chapter 2 as mentioned above, this alludes to the final empire prior to the return of the LORD Jesus Christ establishing His Millennial Kingdom.
 
The King James translation is clearest, saying that some unknown group will attempt to mingle itself with the very seed of men.  It can be said that this would quite possibly create a hybrid race, part human and part something else, like the Nephilim were part human and part fallen angel, just as in the days of Noah.
 
Matthew 24:37-But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
 
Legitimate scholars admit that there's a lot of conjecture associated with this specific view, but hasten to add that it's certainly within the realm of possibility, since the End Times will be characterized by the paranormal as the spiritual and physical realms collide.
 
I know for a surety that as we draw closer to the return of the Lord, the thin veil that separates the spiritual from the natural is diminishing. I also believe that after the Rapture of the faithful Church, what will occur on this earth will be so demonic, satanic and diabolical.
 
During the Great tribulation these three things will happen. Demonic forces will no longer be restrained by that which was previously holding them back. As we race towards the prophetic fulfillment of the above mentioned facts, I mention this in passing: In 1947 began the battle for Jerusalem when it was officially recognized as a city and the same year in the United States we had the Roswell UFO incident. Is it possible that since then the conditioning of the masses within one generation alone had begun to prepare this world for contact with life from other planets? Ultimately, this world may be inching one step closer to the day when full disclosure of the so-called extraterrestrial presence really happens.
 
As I mentioned in a previous post, I am of the utmost conviction that since the 1970's, that certain Biblical passages that allude to the anti-Christ, the false prophet using astral phenomenon and some of Biblical apocalyptic literature (i.e. calling fire down from heaven Revelation 13:13 and the principalities and powers of the air as mentioned in Ephesians 6) that involve the seduction of the nation through deception may be directly related to extra-terrestrial phenomenon.
 
Revelation 13:11-14a-And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast;
 
Over the past two decades astronomers have found more than 1,800 exoplanets, and statistics suggest that our galaxy harbors at least 100 billion more. These planets  may be the optimal targets in the search for extraterrestrial and extrasolar life. Expect to see more breaking news in the days to come as this matter continues to evolve. I always wondered how the secular world would proceed to describe the mass disappearance of millions of Christians. after the Rapture. Well moving forward, this, one we're really gonna have to watch with a discerning eye.
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download

 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/9299b7a9-a78f-4f2e-ad95-00cc8133853e.jpg]
 
 
CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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This week on 'The Hal Lindsey Report' - Hal Lindsey - www.hallindsey.com
 
 
I've been a student of Bible prophecy for more than five decades. I've written a few books on the subject. I've made this television program for almost 19 years (counting its years as "The International Intelligence Briefing" on TBN). Yet I'm still wide-eyed with wonder. 
 
Daily, I'm amazed at how precisely the predictions of the ancient prophets are falling into place. 
 
It was only a few years ago that the critics were saying I'd missed the mark in predicting the role Russia would play in the end-times scenario. If you remember, they confused the disintegration of the Soviet Union with the demise of Russia. 
 
Well, if you read the newspaper or listen to the news channels, you know that Russia is alive and well -- and gaining strength as I write these words. 
 
But not only is Gog actually on the scene and in the news, it is actively -- and publicly -- establishing itself as the partner and protector of Iran. Is that significant? Well, if you recall, 2,650 years ago, the prophet Ezekiel said that one day Gog and Persia -- modern day Russia and Iran -- would form an alliance that would eventually attack Israel in the first battle of Armageddon. 
 
Pretty exciting stuff, huh? 
 
Not only that, but another of the predicted four spheres of world power in the last days is quickly ascending to a prominent military role in the world. China is not only building aircraft carriers and meddling in South China Sea intrigues, but may already have an operational "carrier killer" missile. The supersonic monster flies just feet off the surface of the water and is not only lethal for aircraft carriers, but is almost impossible to stop. 
 
That alone could change the balance of power pretty quickly. 
 
And just as the "king of the north," the "king of the south," and the "kings of the east" are emerging into prominence and mounting the stage, the latter day revival of the Roman Empire continues to struggle for existence. But, beware, out of the struggle and turmoil something potent and ominous will arise. The prophets have described what will come very precisely. 
 
Sadly, the fulfillment of the prophets' predictions also means that our beloved nation must continue to decline. As I've often said, I find no mention of a player like America in the last days cast. Admittedly, how the U.S. is removed from its preeminent political position in the last days is speculation. Terror attack, financial collapse, judgment for its role in dividing Jerusalem, even the Rapture of many of its citizens, whatever the reason for America's absence, the fact is the Bible predicts just four spheres of global power during the Tribulation, not five. 
 
As time speeds away, make sure you and your family are prepared to leave this world when our Savior calls for us. None of us want to be on this earth when the 'Day of the Lord' arrives. As He did in the days of Sodom, God is withholding His judgment until the righteous are removed, but that could happen at literally any moment now. 
 
Maranatha! 
 
Don't miss this week's Report on TBN, Daystar, CPM Network, The Word Network, various local stations, www.hallindsey.com  or www.hischannel.com 
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Stay strong true believers! We may be few in number but we have All Might behind us! - http://the-end-time.blogspot.com/2015/04/stay-strong-true-believers-we-may-be.html 
 
 
Does it feel like there are only a few obviously Christian believers at your local church? Does it feel like we puny humans are trying to stem the tide or heresy that is coming in a tsunami? It must have felt that way to the Ephesians, too.
 
"'I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not grown weary." (Revelation 2:2-3).
 
 The first century church at Ephesus was planted by Paul, who was its pastor. Ephesus was a cosmopolitan city, sophisticated and beautiful. It was at the terminus of several major thoroughfares, was located on a gulf for a healthy seafaring export-import trade, and was a major commercial center. Its population was approximately a quarter of a million people.
 
 In addition to being a major commercial center it was also a major religious center. Though many gods were worshiped there in addition to the emperors of Rome, the temple of Artemis was the main attraction. The temple was three times the size of the Athenian Parthenon, and held 25,000 people. It was in Ephesus that the Sons of Sceva were overcome by devils whom the sons had tried to cast out, demonstrating clearly the difference between false idols and the true God. Here was where Paul's two- year, three month church planting effort and teaching bore fruit when the new Christians burned their idols and books equivalent to 50,000 pieces of silver. It was here that the reaction to the encroachment of Christianity on a pagan culture sparked a two-hour riot at the temple of Artemis. (Acts 19:23-20:1).
 
 The worshipers at the church at Ephesus must have felt hemmed in by heresy and surrounded by pagans, especially by the time the letter in Revelation was sent, a generation later. It was a letter sent to a struggling church, weary of being the bulwark against sin and heresy.
 
 But remember Elijah who thought he was the last believer left. The LORD said 'I have reserved yet 7,000 who believe'. (1 Kings 19:18). We are not alone! We might be tiny in number in one location but the Body is large, and thriving.
 
 Also, in the latter days, there will be terrible times, Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 3:1-5. There are many warnings regarding the latter days about people following myths, man-made schemes, building fortresses of their own philosophies! (1 Timothy 1:4, 2 Timothy 4:4, Titus 1:14). He said it would happen and it is happening. We take comfort in even the seemingly 'bad' events because if His word is true for the bad then it is all the more so for the good! His word is true and He knows who are His and He knows whom to call to account.
 
 We do not have to worry about results. We only have to proclaim. As the LORD said to Ezekiel in Ez 2:3-5
 
"I am sending you to the Israelites and the rebellious nations who have rebelled against me. The Israelites and their ancestors have transgressed against Me to this day. Their children are obstinate and hard-hearted. I am sending you to them, and you must say to them: this is what the LORD God says. Whether they listen or refuse to listen- for they are a rebellious house- they will know that a prophet has been among them."
 
 We are not prophets nor is the church Israel, but we take the point, in speaking the truth no matter the outcome the LORD is glorified because while some will repent when we speak His word, others who refuse, when they stand before Him trying to defend their actions, He will say 'I sent you ministers and lay people to speak the truth and you refused to listen.' They will know they have no excuse.
 
 Just as He knew each Ephesian and who had not grown weary in the biblical day, in our day the Lord Jesus as Head of our church knows and sees the hearts of those who cannot tolerate evil and those who persist in the doing of good. We must not lose our love for Him, for each other, for the wayward ones, and for the work. We are in a battle, but the victory is His. I praise Him for this opportunity to speak the truth in love, speak His words and stand on His name. 
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Daily Jot: Soft tyranny and you - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
The government has set a standard of tyranny against you that those who disagree with you can and will prevent you from having a job. Your free speech is OK so long as you keep it to yourself.  Do you ever feel like you have an opinion and yet uneasy about expressing it? Do you think that as a Christian, it is better to not express your views on morality in public forums? Have you felt any kind of reservation about what you do and say could be listened to by the government, so you watch your words? Are there just certain issues that you don't talk about much anymore because the response is so visceral and examples have been made of those who say something?  It's selective free speech. It's soft tyranny. 
 
Alexis de Tocqueville defines soft tyranny in his book Democracy in America, Volume II (1840): "It [the government] covers the surface of society with a network of small, complicated rules, minute and uniform, through which the most original minds and the most energetic characters cannot penetrate, to rise above the crowd. The will of man is not shattered, but softened, bent, and guided; men are seldom forced by it to act, but they are constantly restrained from acting. Such a power does not destroy, but it prevents existence: it does not tyrannize, but it compresses, enervates, extinguishes, and stupefies a people, till each is reduced to nothing better than a flock of timid and industrious animals, of which the government is the shepherd."
 
If you are afraid to speak your mind because of the consequences of perhaps losing your job, your livelihood, or that it may invite some government investigation or ruination, you are a victim of soft tyranny.  Galatians 5:1 says, "Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage." A free people can only exist by adhering to the precepts of God. Bondage is bondage, whether it is sin or tyranny. We live in a society where a very vocal minority is bullying your Constitutional rights. Moreover, eternally these people face great peril. Isaiah 5:20 says, "Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness..." 
 
We must speak boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel. Even though many respond with hatred and accuse you based on the very intents of their own hearts, they will not know the truth unless someone tells them. We would not know sin had we not known the laws of God. Don't be a victim of soft tyranny. Right is greater than might. As Ephesians 6:12-13 says, "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against power, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand." Soft tyranny is evil. Stand against it. 
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Daily Devotion: Count the Cost - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
 
"But don't begin until you count the cost. For who would begin construction of a building without first calculating the cost to see if there is enough money to finish it?" -Luke 14:28
 
It isn't easy to be a Christian-that is, a committed, growing Christian. It costs to follow Jesus. But it costs a lot more not to.
 
Jesus said to His disciples, "If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. The world would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it hates you" (Luke 15:18-19).
 
This is hard to accept if you have been a popular person throughout your life and then become a Christian. You try to be loving and compassionate and helpful, and then people find out that you're a Christian. So they give you a difficult time or make fun of you or spread lies about you. You think, This isn't fair. I am so sweet and nice. Maybe you are. But the fact is that now you are a representative of Jesus. And effectively you will be treated as He was treated. The Bible says, "Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution" (2 Timothy 3:12).
 
You don't want to decide to follow Jesus on a whim, like making an impulse purchase at the store. Retailers count on you to think, Look at all this stuff! I don't even know what this is, but I'm buying it.
 
When you decide to follow Christ, however, you need to count the cost. Jesus counted the cost when He went to the cross for you. He gave His life so you can be forgiven of your sin, so you can know that you will go to heaven when you die. 
 
He counted the cost for you. Will you count the cost and follow Him? 
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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A Closer Look at The Rapture - A.V. Rauf - http://bibleprophecyfortoday.com/2015/04/04/a-closer-look-at-the-rapture-part-1/
 
 
There are people today denying there will be a rapture, or catching up, to be with the Lord Jesus. As absurd as this sounds, even within the Body of Christ many believers are being told that there is no rapture. 
 
When studying our Bibles, we have to look at what else happened in a given location to understand the full dimension of its spiritual and theological significance. That being said, let's look at some of the people who were raptured and some who were resurrected:
 
Genesis 5:21-27-And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah: 22 And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: 23 And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: 24 And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. 25 And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven years, and begat Lamech. 26 And Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters: 27 And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died.
 
A couple of interesting points in this reference to note here is that for starters, Enoch walked or fellowshipped with God.In others He knew God and He obeyed God despite the world that was in contrast around him. From the very beginning, God had a relationship with Adam and Eve that found them "walking in the garden in the cool of the day" 
 
Genesis 3:8-And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden.
 
So God created man for the enjoyment of a walking relationship that involved companionship, dialogue, intimacy, joint decision-making, mutual delight, and shared dominion. Prior to the rapture of the Church, the Church must be doing so likewise. Here is the interesting part: Enoch must have discovered something even Adam may not have experience. He pressed into God until he learned how to commune with God through every facet of life. To find that dimension of relationship certainly required an intense spiritual pursuit, and then when he found it, the Lord made a graphic statement by taking him up to heaven.
 
As we walk with Him, he will open the Scriptures to us through the Spirit of wisdom and revelation and reveal to us the light of the glory of God that is to be found in Him.
 
When we walk with God, we enter the dimension where God unfolds the secrets of his kingdom. 
 
Deuteronomy 29:29-The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law. (in this case, law = the teaching and instructions of God.)
 
Matthew 13:11-16- He answered and said unto them, "Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, but to them it is not given. 12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance. But whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that which he hath. 13 Therefore speak I to them in parables, because seeing, they see not, and hearing, they hear not, neither do they understand. 14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, which saith, 'By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive. 15 For this people's heart has waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.' 16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they hear.
 
These are the paths that the Old Testament Patriarchs travelled before us. Noah knew the secret of walking with God:
 
Genesis 6:9-These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.
 
Although he was not raptured, Noah and his family were spared from the judgment which was in the form of the global flood. Abraham also knew the secret of walking with God.
 
Genesis 24:40- And he (Abraham) said unto me, The Lord, before whom I walk, will send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way; and thou shalt take a wife for my son of my kindred, and of my father's house....
 
Even Daniel understood the secret things of God:
 
Daniel 4:7-9-Then came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers; and I told the dream before them, but they did not make known unto me the interpretation thereof. 8 But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and before him I told the dream, saying,
9 'O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee and no secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen and the interpretation thereof.
 
As New Testament believers, we are instructed to "walk," by faith:
 
2 Corinthians 5:1-7-For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven: 3 If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. 4 For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. 5 Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit.6 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: 7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)
 
Through Christ, we can explore the glorious riches of knowing God like they did-and to even a greater degree because of the Spirit which has been given to us! The mysteries of God are always unveiled to the faithful Church. In preparing for the return of the LORD, there are three specific mysteries which must be unveiled in order to fully comprehend the end-time events that are to come. They are:
 
1. The mystery of Iniquity:
 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-7-Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and by our gathering together unto Him, 2 that ye be not soon shaken in mind or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as if from us that the Day of Christ is at hand. 3 Let no man deceive you by any means, for that Day shall not come, unless there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sitteth as God in the temple of God, showing himself to be God. 5 Remember ye not that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 6 And now ye know what withholdeth, that he might be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now holdeth back will hold him back, until he is taken out of the way.
 
2. The mystery of Israel and the Church
 
Romans 11:25-32-For I, brethren, would not have you be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits: that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.
 26 And so all Israel shall be saved, as it is written: "There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob. 27 For this is My covenant unto them when I shall take away their sins." 28 Concerning the Gospel, they are enemies for your sake; but concerning the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. 29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.
 30 For as in times past ye have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief, 31 even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. 32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that He might have mercy upon all.
 
 
and...........
 
3. The mystery of the Rapture itself:
 
1 Corinthians 15:51-58- Behold, I show you a mystery: We shall not all sleep; but we shall all be changed
52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory." 55 "O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" 56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
 
In addition, it merits mentioning here also that for those who do not comprehend the mystery of faith, the mystery of the Gospel and the mystery of Christ, they may not truly comprehend the mystery of the return of Christ:
 
1 Timothy 3:7-9-Moreover he must have a good reputation with those who are outsiders, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 8 Likewise must the deacons be serious, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for filthy lucre, 9 holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience.
 
Ephesians 6:18-20- praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints. 19 And pray for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the Gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in bonds, that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.
 
Ephesians 3:1-6- For this cause I, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles- 2 if ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me toward you, 3 how by revelation He made known unto me the mystery (as I wrote before in a few words, 4 whereby when ye read this, ye may understand my knowledge of the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6 that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ by the Gospel,
 
Now getting back to Enoch. It is very important to know that the Bible clearly tells us in addition, when Enoch was raptured, his son, who represented the next generation lived for 969 years which is close to 1,000 years. We know that the name Methuselah means, "when he is dead it shall be sent." Notice that after the Rapture, ultimately the next generation that will continue into the Millennial Kingdom will also last 1,000 years.  As grim as this may sound, in addition, after the Rapture of the Church, death will be sent as the Seal, Trumpet and Bowl Judgments in the Book of Revelation come to pass.
 
Revelation 6:4- And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.
 
Revelation 6:7-8-7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. 8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.
 
We must understand the importance of the eternal nature as well as the temporal nature of redemption. When we are "born-again," our old self is crucified and we are redeemed to both go to Heaven and to reign with Christ in the Millennium. Yet while on earth, which is our temporal abode, we all fulfill a purpose in this temporal life on this temporal earth. This is done collectively as the body of Christ so that we can ultimately facilitate the coming of the future kingdom.  Our navigation device on this earth is the Holy Bible itself:
 
II Timothy 3:16-17-All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
 
Some may say, "Oh, well you are so heavenly-minded that you're of no earthly good." I beg to disagree. Being correctly heavenly-minded if anything should directly affect your conduct on earth. Whether or not we, as born-again believers fulfill such a calling will then determine the very magnitude of our status and rewards when Christ does return. 
 
The strong emphasis on the fact that Enoch walked with God is synonymous with that of a New Testament believer who is striving to walk in the spirit:
 
Romans 5:8-11- For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
 
There is another rapture that takes place in the Bible that is the rapture of the prophet Elijah:
 
2 Kings 2:1-12- And it came to pass, when the Lord would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said unto him, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to Bethel. 3 And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 4 And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho. 5 And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 6 And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the Lord hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on. 7 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan. 8 And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground. 9 And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. 10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so. 11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.
 
What one must understand in regards to Elijah's ministry is that God raised him up to deal with the Ahab and Jezebel and the priests of Baal among other things:
 
1 Kings 16:29-33-And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah began Ahab the son of Omri to reign over Israel: and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty and two years. 30 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord above all that were before him. 31 And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped him. 32 And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. 33 And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him.
 
1 Kings 18:17-39- And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? 18 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim. 19 Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table. 20 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. 22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the Lord; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: 24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the Lord: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken. 25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under. 26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made. 27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. 28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken down. 31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the Lord came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: 32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time. 35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. 36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. 37 Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. 38 Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the God.
 
We read in the above account that the priests of Ba'al, who were actually Hebrew priests seduced by the paganistic beliefs of Queen Jezebel, could not make it rain when they called upon their God Ba'al.   Why am I mentioning this and how does it apply to us today?
 
Interestingly, Jesus Christ referred to Queen Jezebel (metaphorically speaking) to point out false religion and spiritual seduction which would be taking place in the Church prior to His return. OUCH!!!
 
Revelation 2:19-24-And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; 19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first. 20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works. 24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden.
 
As mentioned in the previous article,  Jesus Christ himself  referred to Queen Jezebel (metaphorically speaking) to point out false religion and spiritual seduction which would be taking place in the Church prior to His return.
 
Revelation 2:19-24-And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; 19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first. 20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.
 
When churches lack qualified leadership and a lack of discipleship, there is always a very strong probability that they can become vulnerable to the lies of the false teachers and false prophets of the developed world.
 
Scripture says the following:
 
1 Timothy 4:1-Now the Spirit speaketh expressly that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.
 
False religion and spiritual seduction not only leads to scriptural error and idolatry, but it can also cause one to be lead astray, to be lead into error, to be deceived and ultimately to fall away from truth. The teaching of God's Word is not something that should ever be taken lightly:
 
James 3:1-My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.
 
Notice the NLT:
 
James 3:1-Dear brothers and sisters,[a] not many of you should become teachers in the church, for we who teach will be judged more strictly. 2 Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we could control our tongues, we would be perfect and could also control ourselves in every other way.
 
Although the context of the chapter focuses on the power of the tongue and how we should be careful with our words James clearly emphasize the seriousness of being a teacher of God's Word. 
 
Getting back to Elijah, whose name "Eliyahu," in the original language meant "My God, He is Yahweh," his very name became a polemic against false teaching and idolatry, specifically towards Ba'al worship which become the norm under reign of King Ahab and the pagan influence and spiritual seduction of Queen Jezebel. Jezebel, a daughter of the king of Zidon, led the people away from the Lord to worship Baal the sun-god, and the goddess Ashtoreth, whom the Zidonians worshipped.  
 
This was the state of Israel when the Lord sent the prophet Elijah to warn the people and call them back to Him. He spoke as boldly as John the Baptist did years afterward. And like John the Baptist, his hair was long and he wore a leather girdle. Elijah is called the Tishbite. It is not sure where the town was in which he was born, but he was living in Gilead beyond Jordan.
 
The Lord sent the prophet to tell Ahab that there would be a drought and famine because the people were disobedient and no longer following God. And the famine came, and lasted three years and six months. In the meantime Elijah was cared for by the Lord. He was hidden from Ahab and Jezebel, who would have killed him, and was fed.
 
James 5:17-18-Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.
 
Notice how Elijah's ministry was compared to John the Baptist, who was a voice crying in the wilderness. John the Baptist's ministry was outside the conventional population areas. He was in the wilderness. Since the time of his birth,the Bible tells us tells us that he spent his entire life in the wilderness. . He wore camel's hair and he ate locusts and wild honey. He was obviously a man apart from the establishment. He lived clearly outside the influences, the attitudes and the life style of his culture. By God's design he was uninfluenced by his society, as was Enoch and was Elijah.  
 
John the Baptist didn't care about cultural relevance, he didn't have any social savvy. He didn't know his culture by personal experience or study. But he knew his God and he knew the message of his God.
 
I want to make a very important point here: The true prophet of God has never been called to find the common ground with his culture. The true prophet of God has always been called to bring the pure uninfluenced Word of God to confront that culture, preaching repentance for the forgiveness of sin. John's responsibility also was to prepare the people for the coming of the Lord. That's what John the Baptist did and that's what Elijah did and that's what the true Church will do prior to the Rapture.
 
I want to close with yet another interesting similarity between the times we are living in and the times of the ministries of both John the Baptist and Elijah: Notice there was a famine in the land.
 
Not only was there a famine in the land bot spiritually speaking there was a famine of hearing and understanding God's Word in the land:
 
Amos 8:11-12-Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord: 12 And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it.
 
In this regard, it can be said then that John the baptist broke the first famine in the hearing of God's Word in preparation of the First Coming of Christ and ultimately Elijah the Prophet, who many Bible scholars believe will be one of the two witnesses God raises during the Tribulation period will be instrumental in dealing with yet another famine in the hearing of God's Word prior to the return of the Messiah. Even these two witnesses will ultimately be "raptured,":
 
Revelation 12:1-12--And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. 3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will. 7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 11 And after three days and an half the spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. 12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.
 
Keep in mind that before the two witnesses are revealed on the earth the Church must be raptured. In anticipation of these two events perhaps we are living in the last days whereas the true Body of Christ is being raised to bring the pure uninfluenced Word of God to confront the current culture, to preach repentance for the forgiveness of sin and to prepare the people for the coming of the Lord. 
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