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	4/26/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Marco Rubio Files Amendment to Force Iran to Recognize Israel as Jewish State
Republicans blast White House for 'imperiled' Israel ties, pledge improved relations 
Obama quips at strained US-Israel ties, jokes Boehner booked Netanyahu to speak at funeral 
Italy marks 70th anniversary of anti-Nazi uprising
Four police officers wounded in Jerusalem terror attack
100,000 in Gaza still homeless after war with Israel
Car bombs hit Iraq-Jordan border crossing at Tureibil, killing 4 
FBI investigating possible ISIS terror plot in the US 
Syrian Town Jisr Al-Shughour Seized By Rebels In Major Blow To Assad
Saudi-led air strikes hit Yemeni capital, ending lull 
Russian Hackers Read Obama's Unclassified Emails, Officials Say
Ukraine's DIY drone war: Self-taught soldiers facing up to Russian-backed war machine
Deep Support in Washington for C.I.A.'s Drone Missions
Declassified Report Shows Doubts About Value of N.S.A.'s Warrantless Spying 
Twelve arrested in Baltimore after march to protest black man's death 
Rich get richer in UK index of wealthiest people
Nepal earthquake: death toll approaches 2,000 as rescue attempts continue
Nepal quake triggers avalanche on Mount Everest; 17 dead
Magnitude 6.7 aftershock hits Nepal, causes panic 
5.4 magnitude earthquake hits near Chongdui, China
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Tobelo, Indonesia
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Ambunti, Papua New Guinea
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Yonakuni, Japan
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 24,000ft
Sakurajima volcano in Japan erupts to 12,000ft
Asosan volcano in Japan erupts to 12,000ft
Chile volcano ash cloud reaches Brazil; some flights canceled
Chilean authorities urge 2,000 people near volcano to evacuate as precaution
Locals baffled by expanded coastline in eastern Hokkaido
'High level' of radiation detected in Tokyo park
Top scientists start to examine fiddled global warming figures
Whooping cough increase related to current vaccine
Mitochondria editing tried in mice
An Estimated 780,000 Americans in Same-Sex Marriages
Thousands march in US capital against gay marriage
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Arab sources report Israel air strikes against Syrian-Hezbollah missile bases, Hezbollah arms convoys
1. A ticking bomb awaits Israel on its northern border
1. "Whole Lotta Shakin' Goin On!"
1. 11 Signs That We Are Entering the Next Phase of the Global Economic Crisis
1. Dear Churches in America: Prepare to Be Treated Like 1st Century Christians in Rome
1. There's no such thing as a 'white lie'
1. Featured Article: Kings Of the North and South Update          
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Arab sources report Israel air strikes against Syrian-Hezbollah missile bases, Hezbollah arms convoys - http://www.debka.com/article/24558/Arab-sources-report-Israel-air-strikes-against-Syrian-Hizballah-missile-bases-Hizballah-arms-convoys-DEBKAfile-Hizballah-secret-airstrip-possible-target-
 
 
Unofficial sources in Syria and Lebanon, cited by the Arab TV channels Al Jazeera and Al Arabiya, reported Saturday, April 25, that the Israeli Air Force struck Hezbollah and Syrian military targets in the Qalamoun mountains on the Syrian-Lebanese border from Wednesday, April 22, to Friday night April 24. There is no official word on these reports from Israel or Syria.
 
In the Wednesday attack, one person was said to have been killed.
 
 The picture taking shape from these reports shows the targets to have been the 155th, 65th and 92nd Brigades of the Syrian army and Hezbollah, two Hezbollah arms convoys and Syrian long-range missile bases or batteries.
 
debkafile's military sources add that it is hardly credible that Israeli air raids spread over three days went unnoticed by the Syrian and Lebanese media. The Arab TV reports if confirmed may therefore be exaggerated in scope.
 
Friday, our own sources reported that Syrian and Hezbollah forces under Iranian Revolutionary Guards officers were fighting to flush out the last rebel pockets on the strategic Qalamoun mountains, to clear the highway to Lebanon for unhindered military movements - most importantly, the weapons and personnel flowing regularly across the border between the two allies.
 
 In past reports, debkafile disclosed that Hezbollah had transferred the bulk of its personnel and a large store of missiles from northern Lebanon to a protected enclave in Qalamoun under its control. The Iranian-backed Lebanese militia calculated that this base would be safer from Israeli attack than in Lebanon. And, in the event of war, Israel would be obliged to extend its front to Syria. According to Western intelligence sources, long-range missiles are part of the store Hezbollah relocated to the Syrian mountains, whence they can be aimed at Israel.
 
 The putative Israeli air strikes this week would therefore have aimed at thwarting Hezbollah's scheme to set up another war base in the Syrian-Lebanese mountains area.
 
 Another likely target would be Hezbollah's first air strip for drones established in the northern Lebanese Beqaa Valley south of Hermel.
 
 Jane's, a British publication specializing in military affairs, this week ran satellite images showing the airstrip to be 670 m long and 20 m wide, too short for most transport aircraft, excepting the Iranian Revolutionary Guards short take-off An-74T-200 transports, which carry arms for Hezbollah - although landing with a load on this mountain strip would be considered dangerous. The runway was apparently built to accommodate drones, such as the Ababil-3 and Shahed-129 types which Iran has delivered to Hezbollah.
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A ticking bomb awaits Israel on its northern border - Yossi Yehoshua - http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4650595,00.html
 
 
Analysis: Even if the alleged Israeli strike in Syria destroyed a missile shipment to Hezbollah, it's still a drop in the ocean; the Shiite organization's monstrous weapons arsenal will not be eliminated by occasional surgical strikes.
 
Even if the alleged Israeli strike in Syria over the weekend achieved its goal and the missile shipment to Hezbollah was destroyed, and even if we believe reports from the past that the IDF attacked several other times, we should remember that it's still a drop in the ocean. Hezbollah's monstrous weapons arsenal will not be eliminated by surgical strikes once every six months. 
 
For example, according to foreign reports, Friday's attack on the Syrian missile depot in the al-Qalamoun area near the Syria-Lebanon border targeted Scud-C missiles. But Hezbollah already obtained the more advanced Scud-D missiles a long time ago.
 
In recent years, Hezbollah has been emptying out all its Syrian ally's weapons, and with all due respect to Israel's impressive intelligence abilities, there is no way to uncover every single truck crossing the long border between the countries. 
 
The working premise is that Hezbollah is armed from head to toe: From Scud-D missiles which cover every point in the country, through the accurate Fateh-110 missiles with the heavy warheads, the Yakhont anti-ship cruise missiles which reach a range of up to 300 kilometers (186 miles) and can paralyze the Navy's activity and hit strategic points (according to foreign reports, the IDF attacked such a shipment, but other reports indicated that not all missiles were destroyed), aerial defense systems, and of course a stock of some 130,000 rockets reaching different ranges, with an ability to fire 1,500 rockets a day.
 
If that were not enough, Hezbollah has gotten hold of short-range Burkan rockets from Syria, which can reach up to 7 kilometers but carry warheads of 100 kilograms to half a ton of explosives, and can cause destructive damage. 
 
It's true that Hezbollah is up to its neck in the fighting in Syria with 5,000 of its men, in Iraq and in Yemen. Its fighters are being buried secretly, with the death toll nearing 1,000, in addition to thousands of injured. For an organization of 15,000 regular fighters, that's quite a lot. Hezbollah's offensive initiatives in the Golan Heights, with Iranian help, have been unsuccessful too.
 
Nonetheless, the challenge posed by Hezbollah is becoming extremely significant, and any attempt to repress it as if it were a Defense Ministry spin is foolish and could even be dangerous. Hezbollah has gained huge fighting experience in major frameworks as an army for all intents and purposes, in firing rockets and missiles and in operating advanced weapons. Only last weekend we were exposed to a drone base it set up, and it has made a significant leap in this field and received unmanned aircraft from Iran. 
 
If we add that to the many weapons it has received, the defense establishment must raise its preparedness level immediately, in light of the gaps exposed in the reserve system and in the regular units' training, speed up the development of the David's Sling defense system and create a considerable and dramatic threat against Hezbollah which will deter it from entering the next conflict. 
 
If the past weekend's operation was painful for Hezbollah, we should not rule out the possibility of retaliation, on Syria's part either. About three months ago, in the attack on Mount Dov, Hezbollah Secretary-General Hassan Nasrallah demonstrated that he has red lines too, and there is basically a deterrence battle taking place here. 
 
This requires high-quality intelligence, technological superiority not only in the air but also on the land, and a lot of training. The ability demonstrated against Hamas last summer will not suffice against Hezbollah. It's true that the IDF has also made a considerable quantum leap from the summer of 2006.
 
If we only compare the number of targets the Air Force had at the time - a little more than 200 - today it has collected more than thousands, and the intelligence ability has been improved in a way that will even surprise Nasrallah. 
 
But it is still our duty to say that there is a ticking bomb waiting for us on the northern border which requires us to think outside the box. If the defense establishment fails to defuse it, quickly, we are in for a battle which we have never experienced before.
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"Whole Lotta Shakin' Goin On!" - A.V. Rauf - http://bibleprophecyfortoday.com/2015/04/25/whole-lotta-shakin-goin-on/
 
 
Ecclesiastes 1:9-The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.
 
Ecclesiastes 3:15-That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been; and God requireth that which is past.
 
A powerful 7.9-magnitude earthquake struck Nepal on Saturday, April 25, 2015 killing hundreds of people, destroying homes and ancient temples, and reportedly triggering at least one avalanche on Mount Everest.
 
Current estimates as of Saturday evening is now at 1400 fatalities.
 
In addition to the above mentioned quake in Nepal, the following has occurred within the last 24 hours alone:
 
*6.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Kaikoura, New Zealand
*5.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Ferndale, California
*5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Atka, Alaska
*5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Buldir Island, Alaska
*5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Panguna, Papua New Guinea
*5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Molibagu, Indonesia
*5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Makubetsu, Japan
*N. Idaho shaken by two 4-plus magnitude quakes.
*Chile's Calbuco volcano erupts for first time in 4 decades.
*Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 17,000 feet
*Sakurajima volcano in Japan erupts to 16,000 feet
*Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 13,000 feet
*Turrialba volcano in Costa Rica erupts to 12,000 feet
 
Scientists warned last month that California, a state highly prone to tremors, had a 7 percent chance of experiencing an earthquake of magnitude 8 or larger over the next three decades. A series of minor tremors have hit Connecticut since October last year, a region were earthquakes are rarely felt. As a matter of fact,, in recent months, earthquakes of various intensity have struck in Texas, Idaho, California, and Nevada. Here in the United States, people are closely watching the supervolcano that sits under Yellowstone national park. In recent years the ground in Yellowstone has been rising, and many observers are gravely concerned that we very well may be witnessing the lead up to a full-blown eruption.
 
Why are earthquakes and volcanic activity on the rise? The Bible speaks of "earthquakes in various places" at the end of the age.
 
During the 20th century, there were a total of 3,542 volcanic eruptions globally. That equates to approximately 35 eruptions per year. That may sound like a lot, but according to Volcano Discovery, currently  there are 36 volcanoes erupting around the world RIGHT NOW and we are only 4 months into the year 2015!
 
All over the planet, volcanoes that have long been dormant are beginning to wake up, and scientists are being baffled by this phenomenon.  And right now, some of the biggest volcanoes in the world are starting to wake up.
 
I believe that the Early Church and the Church in the last days will have many characteristics in common. In Matthew 24, Jesus stated the Gospel of the Kingdom would be preached unto all nations as a witness just like the Apostles took the Gospel throughout the known world which in that time was mainly the Roman Empire in constituency. There was an uptick in seismic and volcanic activity and this same phenomenon will be recapitulated prior to return of the LORD. 
 
Timing is everything. That being said, I am convinced that is this is all in conjunction with the nearness of the Return of the LORD and a prelude to the coming SEAL/TRUMPET/BOWL judgments as listed in the Book of Revelation.
 
In addition, in Matthew 24, Christ told His disciples of the signs that would precede His Second Coming. In verse 7, He stated, "and there shall be...earthquakes, in diverse places."
 
This meant earthquakes would take place in various places-scattered throughout the world-and would increase in frequency as the time of His Return drew near. Let me also add that not only can the earth tremble and quake at God's presence, but volcanoes erupt as well:
 
Nahum 1:5-The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein.
 
Had earthquakes been as prolific throughout history as they are today, then they would not indicate that the end of the age was near. They are much more common now than at any other time in the history of the world.
 
An earthquake played a prominent role at Jesus' Crucifixion:
 
Matthew 27:50-54-Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. 54 Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.
 
In similar fashion yet another earthquake took place at the resurrection of Jesus Christ 3 days later:
 
Matthew 28:1-6-In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulcher. 2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. 3 His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: 4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. 5 And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
 
I wonder if the Rapture of the church will be accompanied by what pretty much amounts to be a series of global earthquakes as the "dead in Christ," many of whom are underground buried, will rise first. Interesting speculation Indeed!!!!
 
1 Thessalonians 4:14-17-For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
 
Interestingly enough, a major earthquake will accompany the very return of the Lord Jesus Christ at His Second Coming:
 
Zechariah 14:4-9--Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3 Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. 4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. 5 And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. 6 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: 7 But it shall be one day which shall be known to the Lord, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light. 8 And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. 9 And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one.
 
The book of Revelation foretells five specific powerful earthquakes preceding and surrounding Christ's Return. Each is unique, and occurs at a particular juncture of God's final prophetic timeline.
 
In the Old Testament, many of God's prophets spoke about these earthquakes, especially the final, greatest one preceding Christ's Return.
 
Isaiah 13:13: "I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord of hosts, and in the day of His fierce anger."
 
Isaiah 24:19-20: "The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage..."
 
Ezekiel 38:20: "...all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at My presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground."
 
Joel 3:16: "The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake ..."
 
Haggai 2:6-7: "For thus says the Lord of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; and I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations [Jesus Christ] shall come..."
 
God very soon will involve Himself in the affairs of this world in a way He has never done before. Earthquakes and volcanoes will play a major role in what is coming................
 
Romans 8:19-23-For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, 21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.
 
1 John 3:1-3-1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.
 
As fearful and destructive as they may appear to be, God in his infinite wisdom and sovereignty will use earthquakes to reshape the earth's surface, in preparation for the greatest time of peace and abundance that mankind has ever experienced.
 
This indeed is a time that the whole world can truly look forward to. And it is coming very soon! The shaking has already begun.
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
 



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
 
11 Signs That We Are Entering the Next Phase of the Global Economic Crisis - By Michael Snyder - http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/11-signs-that-we-are-entering-the-next-phase-of-the-global-economic-crisis
 
 
Well, the Nasdaq finally did it.  It has climbed all the way back to where it was at the peak of the dotcom bubble.  Back in March 2000, the Nasdaq set an all-time record high of 5,048.62.  On Thursday, after all these years, that all-time record was finally eclipsed.  The Nasdaq closed at 5056.06, and Wall Street greatly rejoiced.  So if you invested in the Nasdaq at the peak of the dotcom bubble, you are just finally breaking even 15 years later.  Unfortunately, the truth is that stocks have not been soaring because the U.S. economy is fundamentally strong.  Just like the last two times, what we are witnessing is an irrational financial bubble.  Sometimes these irrational bubbles can last for a surprisingly long time, but in the end they always burst.  And even now there are signs of economic trouble bubbling to the surface all around us.  The following are 11 signs that we are entering the next phase of the global economic crisis...
 
#1 It is being projected that half of all fracking companies in the United States will be "dead or sold" by the end of this year.
 
#2 The rig count just continues to fall as the U.S. oil industry implodes.  Incredibly, the number of rigs in operation in the United States has fallen for 19 weeks in a row.
 
#3 McDonald's has announced that it will be closing 700 "poor performing" restaurants in 2015.  Why would McDonald's be doing this if the economy was actually getting better?
 
#4 As I wrote about the other day, we could be right on the verge of a Greek debt default.  In fact, we learned on Thursday that the Greek government has been "running on empty" for months...
 
Greece warned it will go bankrupt next week after failing to stump up enough cash to pay millions of public sector workers and its international debts.
 
Deputy finance minister Dimitras Mardas set alarm bells ringing yesterday when he declared the country had been 'running on empty' since February.
 
With a debt repayment deadline looming on May 1, Greece faces the deeply damaging prospect of having to snub its own employees to make a €200m payment to the International Monetary Fund.
 
#5 Coal accounts for approximately 40 percent of all electrical generation on the entire planet.  When the price of coal starts to drop, that is a sign that economic activity is slowing down.  Just prior to the last financial crisis in 2008, the price of coal shot up dramatically and then crashed really hard.  Well, guess what?  The price of coal has been crashing again, and it is already lower than it was at any point during the last recession.
 
#6 The price of iron ore has been crashing as well.  It is down 35 percent in the last nine months, and David Stockman believes that this is because of a major deflationary crisis that is brewing in China...
 
There is no better measure of the true contraction underway in China than the price of iron ore. The Wall Street stock peddlers will tell you not to be troubled by the 70% plunge from the 2012 highs and the 35% drop just in the last nine months. According to them, its all the fault of the big global miners who went overboard opening up massive new iron ore pits and mining infrastructure.
 
#7 At this point, China accounts for more total global trade than anyone else in the world.  That is why it is so alarming that Chinese imports and exports are both absolutely collapsing...
 
China's monthly trade data shows exports fell in March from a year ago by 14.6% in yuan terms, compared to expectations for a rise of more than 8%.
 
Imports meanwhile fell 12.3% in yuan terms compared to forecasts for a fall of more than 11%.
 
#8 The number of publicly traded companies in the United States that filed for bankruptcy during the first quarter of 2015 was more than double the number that filed for bankruptcy during the first quarter of 2014.
 
#9 New home sales in the United States just declined at their fastest pace in almost two years.
 
#10 U.S. manufacturing data has been shockingly weak lately...
 
On the heels of weak PMIs from Europe and Asia, Markit's US Manufacturing PMI plunged to 54.2 in April (from 55.7). Against expectations of a rise to 55.6, this is the biggest miss on record. Of course, this is 'post-weather' so talking-heads will need to find another excuse as New Orders declined for the first time since Nov 2014.
 
#11 When priced according to "the average blue-collar hourly wage", U.S. stocks are the most expensive that they have ever been in history right now.  To say that this financial bubble is overdue to burst is a massive understatement.
 
For a long time, I have been pointing to 2015 as a major "turning point" for the global financial system, and I still feel that way.
 
But for the first four months of this year, things have been surprisingly quiet - at least on the surface.
 
So what is going on?
 
Well, I believe that what we are experiencing right now is the proverbial "calm before the storm".  There is all sorts of turmoil brewing just beneath the surface, but for the moment things seem like they are running along just fine to most people.  Unfortunately, this period of quiet is not going to last much longer.
 
And those that are "in the know" are already moving their money in anticipation of what is coming.  For example, consider the words of  Snapchat founder and CEO Evan Spiegel...
 
Fed has created abnormal market conditions by printing money and keeping interest rates low. Investors are looking for growth anywhere they can find it and tech companies are good targets - at these values, however, all tech stocks are expensive - even looking at 5+ years of revenue growth down the road. This means that most value-driven investors have left the market and the remaining 5-10%+ increase in market value will be driven by momentum investors. At some point there won't be any momentum investors left buying at higher prices, and the market begins to tumble. May be 10-20% correction or something more significant, especially in tech stocks.
 
It may not happen next week, or even next month, but big financial trouble is coming.
 
And when it finally arrives, it is going to shock the world, even though anyone with any sense can see the coming crisis approaching from a mile away.
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Dear Churches in America: Prepare to Be Treated Like 1st Century Christians in Rome - Wallace Henley - http://www.christianpost.com/news/dear-churches-in-america-prepare-to-be-treated-like-1st-century-christians-in-rome-138025/
 
 
The United States Supreme Court may soon liberate the biblically conservative church from old "prejudices" that should have long ago been "jettisoned," forcing it into "rightly bowing to the enlightenments of modernity," in the words of a recent writer in The New York Times.
 
Homosexuality must be removed from the "sin list" and, according to an MSNBC commentator, traditional marriage proponents must be forced "to do things they don't want to do." Sadly, this crusade will be like the Marxist "liberation" movements that promised to "free" people, but really were about control and suppression.
 
The culmination may come as the Supreme Court hears oral arguments on same-sex marriage cases beginning April 28. By July 1 the Court possibly will issue an official ruling regarding the constitutional right to homosexual marriage.
 
The Court's decision may impact the form of biblically based churches dramatically. Churches that hold to a strict and conservative interpretation of the Bible's teaching about gender and marriage may find themselves "Romanized".
 
The elites of first century Rome would not allow the church an institutional presence in society. "The Christian churches were associations which were not legally authorized, and the Roman authorities, always suspicious of organizations which might prove seditious, regarded them with jaundiced eye," writes Kenneth Scott LaTourette.
 
In our time this means local churches that do not embrace same-sex marriage would find their legal status shaky or non-existent, as well as parachurch groups, conservative Christian colleges, church-based humanitarian agencies, and all other religious institutions - Christian and otherwise - supporting the traditional view of marriage.
 
Without state-recognized corporate status everything from mortgages and building permits to employment and hiring practices is threatened - all of them essential for institutional function.
Journalist Ben Shapiro notes that there is already a movement on the state level "to revoke non-profit status for religious organizations that do not abide by same-sex marriage." The Supreme Court's decision could make churches refusing to comply "private institutions engaging in commerce," and therefore subject to laws already in place. Refusal to perform a same-sex wedding would put a church out of business.
 
Current trends seem to flow against conservative religious institutions. All the elites that set and propagate cultural consensus are aligned in support of same-sex marriage - the Entertainment Establishment, Information Establishment, Academic Establishment, and Political Establishment.
 
Much of the legal community is on board. Despite a tower of briefs supporting same-sex marriage, there are no major law firms willing to argue against it, reported the New York Times April 11.
 
Big business has also rallied. Apple and Wal-Mart were among the major corporations opposing moves in Indiana and Arkansas to secure freedom for business owners to follow their religious convictions. Reuters reported that 379 corporations including Google, American Airlines, Goldman Sachs, and Johnson & Johnson have signed a friend-of-the-court brief supporting same-sex marriage.
 
It's not surprising, therefore, that public support leans toward same-sex marriage. When Senator Marco Rubio, a Republican presidential candidate, told a CNN interviewer that he supported the right of states to determine marriage policies, Jake Tapper, the CNN host, informed Rubio that he is "the candidate of yesterday" since polls show 61 percent of GOP voters under 30 support same-sex marriage.
 
Previously, I wrote in The Christian Post about the process by which the prophetic voice is silenced in a culture: Marginalization, caricaturization, vilification, criminalization, elimination.
 
We have reached the stage of vilification - conservative Christians are now regarded by the consensus establishments as the villains in "transformed" America. The Supreme Court may well take us to the criminalization stage.
 
The biblical church therefore must learn to live as the first century Christians did in Rome.
 
Their faith would not permit violent resistance to the state. Rather, as Dr. Martin Luther King would demonstrate, the resistance would take the positive form of standing for truth midst the antagonism of individuals and institutions opposing their freedom. The first century Roman Christians knew the greatest they could do in the exclusion of marginalization, ridicule of caricaturization, loathing of vilification, infamy of criminalization, and threat of elimination was to live out their faith in the midst of a society that hated them.
 
Since they did not have official sanction for an institutional presence in Rome, the Roman Christians operated through organic relational communities. In homes, catacombs, and other secret places, they functioned as the body of Christ. And when they emerged up into the public glare they manifested the face of Christ.
 
This is what the biblical church must prepare for now. Leaders should begin thinking about what will happen if non-profit status is lost. Christian institutions must embrace a Book of Acts strategy for corporate operation. Schools must train future church leaders in New Testament strategies.
 
Winston Churchill wrote that all prophets must "come from civilization, but every prophet has to go into the wilderness. He must have a strong impression of a complex society and all that it has to give, and then he must serve periods of isolation and meditation. This is the process by which psychic dynamite is made."
 
Within a decade or less the American church may find itself in a desert institutionally. But as the New Testament church proved, and Churchill believed, something transformative and energizing happens in that barren place.
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There's no such thing as a 'white lie' - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/04/theres-no-such-thing-as-a-white-lie/
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie lists several ways people participate in what God hates 
 
God hates lying. The Bible says so: "There are six things the LORD hates - no, seven things he detests: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that kill the innocent, a heart that plots evil, feet that race to do wrong, a false witness who pours out lies, a person who sows discord in a family" (Proverbs 6:16-19 NLT).
 
I think God hates lying because it is so destructive. In fact, God thinks so much of truth that he uses the very word to describe his character. Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life" (John 14:6). On the other hand, the devil is described in the Bible as "the father of lies" (John 8:44).
 
We are also told in the Scriptures that it is impossible for God to lie (see Hebrews 6:18). It is not in his nature. So we saw that God cares a lot about truth.
 
Here is an interesting thing, however. We all may lie a little more than we think. A study was done in which people were asked why they lie. Ninety-eight percent said the reason they lied was to keep from offending someone else.
 
I can understand that to some degree. For example, perhaps you've been invited to someone's house for dinner, and it was the worst meal you've ever had. When the hostess asks how you liked dinner, you don't want to tell the truth. So you say, "I've never had a meal like that anywhere."
 
Or maybe someone sings something for you, and he obviously has no vocal skills whatsoever. When he wants to know what you think, you say, "Wow! You know, I've never heard anyone sing quite that way. That was one of the most fascinating performances I have ever heard."
 
We don't want to tell the truth for fear of offense. But it is a form of lying.
 
But then there are those so-called little white lies that we may tell. For instance, when someone calls your office and you don't want to take the call, you say, "Tell them I'm not in."
 
Someone asks you about something, and you say, "Oh, I forgot." But you didn't.
 
Or you say, "It is good to see you" when it isn't.
 
Those are lies. But I think the No. 1 way we lie is through gossip and backbiting. The book of Proverbs says, "A gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid anyone who talks too much" (Proverbs 20:19 NIV). There are some people to whom you will say, "Please don't share this with anyone right now," and it will be on CNN that night. We love a juicy tidbit of information. That is why Proverbs describes gossip as a "dainty morsel" (see Proverbs 18:8; 26:22 NLT). We love to dispense it, and unfortunately, we love to hear it far too often.
 
What is gossip? Basically, it is half a truth mixed with a lie, with some spin added. Gossip may contain some truth, which is why it works so well. But then it is mixed with a lie. This is really an issue on the Internet. Anyone can say anything about anyone anywhere, and it floats out there in cyberspace. People will spread it and pass it on to more people, and meanwhile, it may be completely untrue. 
 
Here is a helpful acronym to remember before you repeat something: THINK. Is it truthful? Is it helpful? Is it inspiring? Is it necessary? Is it kind? Think about it before you say it. If it doesn't pass that test, then don't say it.
 
Another way we lie is through flattery. This is one of the most subtle forms of deceit. One definition of flattery is saying things to a certain person's face that you would never say behind his or her back. Contrast that to backbiting. Backbiting is saying behind a person's back what you would never say to his or her face.
 
So flattery is when I see you and say, "You are so smart. ... You are so clever. ... You are so funny." We do that with people we want to impress. And that can be a form of lying. 
 
Another way we lie is through exaggeration, by making something sound bigger or better than it is. It's very easy to do.
 
Another way we lie is by keeping silent. How could saying nothing be a lie? One example is when you hear something said about someone and know it isn't true, when you hear a so-called fact stated that you know isn't a fact at all. But you don't say a word because you know they believe it. You want to flatter them by agreeing with them. And it becomes slander by silence, complicity by passivity. 
 
Lying and gossip can topple governments, wreck marriages, ruin careers and destroy reputations. It causes nightmares, spawns suspicions and generates grief. God hates lying. And so should we.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
  



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	FEATURED ARTICLE



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
 
Featured Article: Kings Of the North and South Update - Commentary by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/kings-north-south-update/ 
 
 
Over the past five years or so I have written several times about the Middle Eastern kings of Daniel 11 known as the kings of the north and the south. In these studies I've shown how these two kings will become prominent again in the end times as the Shiites (king of the north) and the Sunnis (king of the south) vie for supremacy in the Islamic movement. Before getting a look at what's currently happening in this coming clash, let's have a quick review of their origins.
 
The Two Kings In History
 
It was June of 323 BC. As Alexander the Great lay dying on his bed in Babylon, having conquered the known world, he was asked who would inherit his kingdom. "Give it to the strong" he reportedly said, even though he had a son who should have been his heir. The four generals who were his principal commanders assumed it was a reference to them, and after Alexander's death they divided the kingdom among them.
 
Two of the four generals, Cassander and Lysimachus, are not mentioned in Daniel 11, but the other two, Seleucus and Ptolemy, became the first kings of the north and the south. As his part of the Empire, Seleucus gained control of what we now know as Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan and parts of Turkey. Reigning for a time from Babylon in modern Iraq, he built a new capital city 20 miles to the south east on the Tigris river and named it Seleucia.  Eventually he moved his capital to Antioch in Turkey, where it remained.
 
Ptolemy took Libya, Egypt, the Sudan, Israel and Jordan, and chose Alexandria in Egypt as his capital.
 
The descendants of these two kings fought each other for control of the known world for the next several hundred years and their history is summarized in Daniel 11:2-35, although it was prophecy when Daniel received it from an angel. This period is capped off in Daniel 11:31-35 with the Maccabean revolt, when the last important king of the north, Antiochus IV Epiphanes, was defeated (165 BC).
 
The angel didn't tell Daniel anything about the king of the south's demise, since it didn't directly involve Israel.  But history shows that over time the Ptolemys became weaker and weaker.  The last King of the South was actually a queen named Cleopatra, famous for her romantic involvements with Julius Caesar and then Mark Antony, both Romans.  Upon her death in 30BC what was left of the Ptolemaic Kingdom was absorbed into the Roman Empire, and the kings of the north and south were no more.
 
The Two Kings In Current Events
 
Now lets take a look at how current events may be hinting at a return of these two kings before concluding with what the angel told Daniel would happen concerning them at the end of the age.
 
About four years ago, Saudi Arabia, having been one of our most important allies in the Middle East, began rebelling against US policy. This was done partly as an expression of anger over the way the US helped oust Egypt's Pres. Mubarak, a close friend of the Saudi King, and partly over their frustration with America's lack of action against Iran.
 
The Saudis are fearful of Iran's efforts to establish themselves as the dominant regional force and have embarked upon a more independent course of action, promising to defend the Gulf States against Iranian meddling themselves instead of relying on the US. Saudi Arabia does not want Iran to emerge as the leader of the Islamic Middle East and is determined to make sure that doesn't happen, even if it comes to war. For example, they have offered to help Israel attack Iran's nuclear facilities when the time comes. They also provided the funding for the Egyptian military's overthrow of the US supported Muslim Brotherhood government in Egypt, and replaced the foreign aid the US withheld from Egypt afterward.
 
For its part, Iran has all but taken control of Syria and Lebanon, the former with elite troops and the latter through their client Hezbollah. Iran is heavily involved in supporting the Syrian government although by many accounts Syria's existence as a nation is now largely theoretical. If it wasn't for the fact that a good part of Damascus is still standing and is still the seat of the Assad Government, Isaiah 17 would already have been fulfilled. That this prophecy against Damascus hasn't been fulfilled is due solely to Iran's support, not Syria's strength. Iran is also the true driving force behind Iraq's efforts to dislodge the Islamic State from their midst. Iran now has so much influence in Iraq that it too could soon become a client state. These commitments are costing Iran $6-8 billion per year in addition to the manpower they've allocated. I believe the growing Shiite coalition will evolve into the modern day king of the north.
 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Kuwait, who have formed a Sunni alliance to counteract Iran's growing influence, are moving toward becoming the king of the south. I don't think its any coincidence that these two alliances occupy real estate once under control of the historical kings of the north and the south.
 
This animosity between Shiites and Sunnis is displayed in the crisis currently unfolding in Yemen, where Iran has taken the side of the Houthi rebels in their effort overthrow the Yemeni government, and Saudi Arabia and Egypt have come to the government's defense. They have been joined by Morocco, Jordan, Sudan, Pakistan, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, and United Arab Emirates, all Sunni states. 
 
A confrontation seemed be inevitable as a nine ship Iranian convoy, suspected of bringing loads of arms to the rebels, made its way toward Yemen. Saudi Arabia has said the Iranian ships would be prevented from entering Yemen's territorial waters. The Saudis have already closed Yemeni air space to any foreign carriers, military or civilian, and are determined to deny Iran access to Yemen by sea as well. As of this posting, the Iranian convoy has reversed course and appears to be heading back to Iran. It's still being tracked by the US, Saudi, Egyptian, and UAE fleets, and some US officials are warning that "This isn't over yet."
 
Whether it happens in Yemen or somewhere else, a serious confrontation is looming between Shiites and Sunnis. The stakes are high because the privilege of reigning supreme over Islam, and perhaps the whole world, is seen as the victor's reward. (Wild cards in this coming confrontation are Turkey, which is mostly Sunni, but is friendlier toward Iran than Saudi Arabia and Egypt, and the so-called Islamic State, which is also Sunni, but is not friendly toward anyone.)
 
The rivalry between these two sects of Islam goes back to the death of Mohammed, when there was a battle over the right to succeed him, and continues to this day. Most of their beliefs are identical but there are some differences. For example, they both believe in al Mahdi, but they don't agree on who he will be or what he will do. Many Shiites believe he's the 12th Imam, who will appear at a time of great crisis in the world to establish the Islamic Caliphate, or Kingdom, and enforce world wide conversion to Islam. Sunnis believe he will revive the faith, but will not necessarily be connected with the end of the world.
 
The Two Kings In Prophecy
 
Now lets move into the future and see what the angel told Daniel about things still to come. If you read it carefully you'll notice that three separate kings are in view in Daniel 11:36 & 40 and their identities must be discovered to fully understand what will happen in the days leading up to the End of the Age.  They are the king who exalts himself,  the king of the north, and the king of the south.
 
First, the king who exalts himself. The angel told Daniel this king would exalt and magnify himself above every god and would say unheard of things against the God of gods. (Daniel 11:36-37).  In 2 Thes. 2:4 Paul said the anti-Christ will exalt himself over everything that is called god or is worshiped. In Rev. 13:6 John said the anti- Christ will blaspheme God and slander His name.  So it looks like the king who exalts himself and the anti-Christ are one and the same.
 
When the anti-Christ first comes on the scene in the aftermath of the Battle of Ezekiel 38-39, he'll look to the world like a great peacemaker. Daniel 8:25 says He'll use the promise of peace to deceive people into feeling secure. He will distribute gifts of power and influence and will even confirm a treaty allowing Israel to build the third Temple and reinstate their worship of God there (Daniel 9:27).  As he gains public support he'll use force to subdue countries who don't fall into line. He'll make his close followers into rulers, giving them conquered lands as a reward for their faithfulness (Daniel 11:39).
 
But when he moves to consolidate his control of Planet Earth by going to Jerusalem to assert his divinity, the king of the north and the king of the south will both try to stop him (Daniel 11:40).
 
Satan has always used man's need for a religion to help him achieve his goal of world dominance, but eventually he will have to make himself the only acceptable object of worship, unencumbered by any religious system. And just like the Jews were incited to murder when Jesus claimed to be God, so these Islamic kings will be outraged when the one they thought was the promised servant of Allah makes the claim that he actually is Allah.
 
In Islam there's a saying, "Allah was not begotten nor does he beget." When the anti-Christ proclaims himself to be God he will be committing blasphemy against both Allah and God. When that happens, it's easy to see how the kings of the north and south, with massive armies under their command, could forget their differences and team up against him. Nothing inflames the followers of Islam like an attack on their religion.
 
This tells us that even among Islamic countries there will be resistance to the anti-Christ's rule. It's important to remember that there's disagreement among the various branches of Islam over how and by whom world dominance will be achieved.  But he'll bring them all into submission, and after invading many other countries, he'll arrive in Jerusalem and set up his headquarters there (Daniel 11:42-45), where he'll walk into the New Temple and claim to be God ( 2 Thes. 2:4).
 
In Matt. 24:15 Jesus said this declaration will be the primary cause of the Great Tribulation and will trigger its beginning.  This is because it will be the event that pits Satan and his man directly against God and His Anointed, as King David prophesied so long ago (Psalm 2:2-3).  The anti-Christ's defeat of the kings of the north and the south could be the reason for all the world to unite behind him and declare, "Who is like the Beast? Who can make war against him?" (Rev. 13:4)  And as Daniel was told, the anti-Christ will be successful until the time of wrath is completed because this is the way God has determined it will happen (Daniel 11:36).  No one on Earth will be able to stand against him.
 
But when his time has come to an end, he'll be defeated. Where the kings of the north and south will have failed, the King of Kings will be successful and at the end there will be no one to help this self exalted king (Daniel 11:45).
 
If, as I believe, the current unrest in the Islamic Middle East is leading to the re-appearance of the ancient kings of the north and south, then the appearance of the anti-Christ cannot be far behind. And that's another reason for us to believe that the days of the Church on Earth are truly numbered. You can almost hear the Footsteps of the Messiah.
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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