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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	4/28/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
World 'closer than ever' to Iran nuclear deal, Kerry says at global disarmament meeting
Iran slams Israel, nuclear powers at UN atomic treaty meeting 
Iran Revolutionary Guard chief: Saudi Arabia following in footsteps of Israel 
Boehner: Congress Doesn't Have Votes to Stop Iran Deal
UN inquiry finds wrongdoings on both sides in Gaza summer war
UN Secretary General: Palestinian militants put UN schools at risk during Gaza war 
Inquiry says Israel fired on seven UN Gaza schools in war
U.N. Says Israeli Military Actions Killed 44 Civilians in Schools in Gaza War
Major US military law experts: IDF 'contentious' targeting complies with int'l law 
A high stakes covert battle in the North could erupt into an overt clash 
PA working to eradicate Hamas politically in the West Bank, spokesman claims 
French Philosopher Bernard-Henri Levy Says 'New Wording' is Making Antisemitism 'Acceptable' Again
Mubarak: Israel tried to deceive Egypt in every way
New Israeli airstrike reported in Syrian territory
Islamic State kills five journalists working for Libyan TV station 
Yemen, Syria, defense deals top agenda as Erdogan heads for Kuwait 
Iran's Revolutionary Guard head accuses Saudi Arabia of 'treachery' against Islamic world 
US blames Houthis for renewal of Saudi bombings on Yemen 
Gunman in Bosnia shoots police officer while shouting 'Allahu Akbar' 
Senior Turkish judge: New constitution for Turkey 'an inevitable necessity' 
Turkey's Erdogan criticizes Putin over Armenian 'genocide' comments 
War games off UK coast not response to Russia, says NATO
Iranian leader: US 'oppresses' its black population
Baltimore protests turn violent; police officers injured in clashes
State of emergency called in Maryland following violent riots 
Governor activated National Guard
CNN: Baltimore Rioters Threatening 'Anybody... Who Was Not African-American'
Intel warning: Gang attacks on white cops might spread outside Baltimore
Shooting at North Thurston High School in Lacey, Washington
Smart policing to come to Dubai with robo-cops
US Gas Prices Jump 13 Cents a Gallon; Could Go Slightly Up
With economy uncertain, no Fed rate hike is seen before fall
Capital Controls Arrive: Greece Begins Confiscating Deposits Of "Small Debtors"
If Greece falls, no one wants their prints on the murder weapon
Obama Warns of Anti-Globalization Sentiment in Both Parties 
In post-quake aid rush, Nepal neighbours jockey for position
Nepal quake survivors struggle with shortages as death toll tops 4,200 
City of Kathmandu shifted 10 feet by earthquake
Nepal Earthquake: Fears Of 'Total Destruction' In Remote Areas
UNESCO Chief Says Nepal Sites 'Huge Disaster'
UN peacekeepers must protect cultural sites: UNESCO chief
Drone Footage Shows Extent of Damage Caused by Nepal Earthquake
Calbuco volcano in Chile erupts to 15,000ft
Chile's Calbuco volcano covers town of Ensenada in ash
Kilauea lava lake within 7 feet of the overlook crater rim; reaches record level
Mini-Cyclone Kills Dozens in Northwest Pakistan
Huge tornado in Texas and hail the size of softballs
Incredible video captures train being blown off bridge during storm in New Orleans
Pope Francis Steps Up Campaign on Climate Change, to Conservatives' Alarm
US lowers fluoride levels in drinking water for first time in over 50 years 
Tamiflu offered to poultry farm workers in Midwest as bird flu battle escalates
Whooping cough increase related to current vaccine
Hillary: Deep-seated religious beliefs have to change so there can be more abortions
Democrat Chair Goes Nuclear Over Abortion Waiting Period, OK With Aborting 7-Pound Baby
High stakes as Supreme Court considers same-sex marriage case
Fox News poll: 48 percent favor same-sex marriage, 51 percent say legalize marijuana
GoFundMe Shuts Down Campaign for Christian Bakers Asked to Pay $135,000 Fine for Refusing to Make Cake for Gay Wedding
Kentucky judge upholds Christian printer's refusal to print gay pride T-shirts
Bruce Jenner Talks Going 'Transgender,' Claims God Gave Him 'the Soul of a Female'
Transsexual Returns to Original Gender After Relationship With Christ
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Rocket-mortar fire on Golan timed for Syrian defense chief's visit to Tehran for his next orders
1. For Israel and Hezbollah, a high-stakes balancing act
1. Is the Ark of the Covenant in Ethiopia?
1. In Every City In America There Are People Ready To Riot, Loot And Set Things On Fire
1. New Terminology: What Is The Meaning Of "Space To Destroy"
1. A Nation in Trouble
1. Daily Jot: Race Riots test a prophetic generation
1. Daily Devotion: Expect Opposition
1. Featured Article: It's the End of the World, Now What?      
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Rocket-mortar fire on Golan timed for Syrian defense chief's visit to Tehran for his next orders - http://www.debka.com/article/24565/Rocket-mortar-fire-on-Golan-timed-for-Syrian-defense-chief's-visit-to-Tehran-for-his-next-orders
 
 
The two rockets or mortar shells from Syria which exploded on the Golan at noon Tuesday, April 28, followed by alerts along the Galilee border with Syria, were timed to coincide exactly with the arrival in Tehran of a large Syrian military delegation led by Defense Minister Fahad Jassim al-Freij. High on the agenda of his consultations with Iranian leaders was no doubt the explosive situation developing on the Syrian-Israeli border.
 
Syrian President Bashar Assad and Hezbollah's leader Hassan Nasrallah are reported by debkafile's intelligence sources to have held urgent discussions in the last few days on how to react to the two Israeli air strikes reported by Arab media to have been conducted Wednesday, April 22 and Friday, April 24, on their Qalamoun mountain missile bases.
 
Both needed to hear from Tehran how far they could count on Iranian support in the eventuality of a military showdown with Israel.
 
 Israeli military spokesmen have gone out of their way to play down the risk of any further security deterioration. After the fragments of at two rockets or mortar shells were discovered Tuesday on the land of Kibbutz Ein Zivan near the border fence opposite Quneitra, military sources tried to calm people by attributing them to "spillover" from the fighting on the Syrian side of the border. The farmers were nonetheless advised to stop work in the apple and cherry orchards, and were not surprised when the Syrians kept up their cross-border fire to provide "background music" for their defense minister's discussions in Tehran.
 
 The IDF also omitted mentioning that the squad of four terrorists which tried Sunday, April 26, to plant an explosive device near an Israeli border post in this same area - and was liquidated by the Israeli Air Force - were Druze militiamen, recruited and trained by Hezbollah and given their assignment by Syria's southern intelligence chief, Wafeeq Naser.
 
debkafile's military sources calculate that the coming hours may be critical for Israel's northern front against Syria and Hezbollah. If Tehran gives the nod, both are liable to ratchet up their assaults on northern Israel's Golan and Galilee regions.
 
 They won't have to wait for Gen. Al-Freij's return to learn about this decision. The appropriate directives may be flashed directly from Tehran to the Iranian officers based at Syrian staff headquarters in Damascus and serving in the military facilities in southern Syria and opposite the Golan.
 
 Assad may welcome this outlet to vent his frustration as his army licks its wounds from the loss Saturday, April 25, of the strategic town of Jisr al-Shukjhour in the northern Syrian Idlib province, to a coalition of opposition forces calling itself the Army of Conquest. This puts the rebels in position to threaten one of Assad's most important strongholds, Latakia. The Syrian ruler, if he wants to survive, can't hope to weather both the Idlib defeat and Israeli air strikes in less than a week, without hitting back.
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 For Israel and Hezbollah, a high-stakes balancing act - By Mitch Ginsburg -
http://www.timesofisrael.com/for-israel-and-hezbollah-a-high-stakes-balancing-act/
 
 
On the periphery of the Syrian civil war, the two foes angle for advantages, risking all-out conflict
 
The Party of God - Hezbollah - is stretched thin, pulled in different directions by the axles of its ideology, raising a host of questions for Israel as tensions flare along the northern border. 
 
On Sunday night, after two airstrikes in Syria that were attributed to Israel, forces on the Syrian Golan Heights, apparently operating under the auspices of Hezbollah, attempted to lay a mine along the border fence targeting IDF personnel. The squad was picked up by Israeli surveillance and killed by an IAF aircraft. The questions that linger in the wake of that strike and counter-strike relate to the clandestine war waged in the shadow of the Syrian civil war: To what extent do the covert actions risk a full-scale war? Is such a development at this time in Israel's favor? And what, precisely, are the restraining factors?
 
Working from the outside in, the Iranian angle looms largest. The Iranian-Shiite affiliation, which has risen to the fore amid the Syrian civil war, drew Hezbollah into combat in Sunni Syria, forced it to bury hundreds of its men, and tarnished the Lebanese part of its identity. But it also restrained it in its response to alleged Israeli action, several former military officers said.
 
In January, after an Iranian general and several senior Hezbollah operatives were killed, reportedly by Israel, in the Syrian Golan, the commander of Iran's Quds Force, Qassem Soleimani, flew to Beirut. Many assumed he was there to ensure that Hezbollah's response to the allegedly Israeli action would be sufficiently sharp. Brig. Gen. (res) Shimon Shapira, a former military secretary to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and a senior research associate at the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, asserted that the opposite was true.
 
"He went there to restrain them," he said, "to ensure that Israel was not given a pretext to act with massive force."
 
He asserted that the entire notion of deterrence vis-à-vis Hezbollah, in fact, "is an illusion" and that the sole reason for restraint is Iran, which wants to ensure that its investment in Hezbollah - in cash and in arms - is saved for its true designation, as a deterrent against an Israeli attack on Iran's nuclear facilities.
 
Former national security adviser Maj. Gen. Yaakov Amidror, today a fellow at Bar Ilan University's BESA Center for Strategic Studies, assented. He said that from the Iranian perspective, if Hezbollah triggers a war with Israel and is forced to pull its fighting rank out of Syria, "there is no way to save [Syrian President] Bashar [Assad]," because Iran, which has sent cadres of advisers to Syria, is not about to send the necessary number of troops.
 
Additionally, of course, there is the overarching goal of serving as the primary deterrent against an Israeli attack on the nuclear facilities, he said, but added that too firm a grip on the reins, curtailing Hezbollah's ability to act, could render it "a paper tiger," which Iran can ill afford.
 
Militarily, Amidror said, "there are tremendous advantages" to Israel launching a preemptive war. Citing the 1956 campaign in the Sinai - in which Israel seized control of the heavily fortified desert within a week - and the 1982 Lebanon War - in which four divisions tore through Lebanon and reached the outskirts of Beirut within a similar time frame - he said that he is aware "of at least one person" within Israel's security establishment who is eager for Hezbollah to overstep its bounds in response to the allegedly Israeli airstrikes. Israel, in such an instance, he said, could capitalize on that, as it did in June 1982 after the London assassination attempt on Israeli ambassador Shlomo Argov, and strike Hezbollah while it is stretched thin.
 
Diplomatically, though, he said, the price Israel would pay, in the face of a preemptive war that left Lebanon in tatters, would be painful indeed.
 
Instead, what seems to have developed is a peripheral battle in which both sides adhere to "the rules of the game," said Brig. Gen. (res) Yossi Kuperwasser, a former head of the Military Intelligence Directorate's Research Division and a new senior research associate at the JCPA. "And I think that it is clear that just as they, in the rules of the game, may try to build firepower, so too is it permissible for there to be reports about Israeli attempts to thwart that."
 
As for whether or not such actions might unintentionally tip the delicate balance toward war, both he and Amidror concurred that Israel and Hezbollah are performing a balancing act over a precipitously high drop. "It's a risk," Amidror said. "Every time anew."
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Is the Ark of the Covenant in Ethiopia? - Dr. Steve Elwart - http://www.khouse.org
 
 
Last week, CNN, as part of a travel article, mentioned a tourist destination that many do not know of. It suggested going to Ethiopia if one wants to see some incredible religious sites.
 
The highlight of the trip would be to Axum to see what many claim to be the Ark of the Covenant.
 
The suggestion that Ethiopia is the home of the Ark is not something new. The history of the story goes back as far as when the Queen of Sheba met King Solomon, when it is said by some scholars that the Ark had been procured from Jerusalem and taken to Ethiopia.
 
What is the Ark of the Covenant?
 
The ark of the covenant was a wooden box, approximately 4 × 2½ × 2½ feet, covered inside and out with gold, capped with a golden mercy seat that was flanked by two golden cherubim. When God brought Israel up out of Egypt during the exodus, he gave Moses specific instructions on how to construct this ark (Exodus 25). Throughout the early history of Israel, the Ark of the Covenant played a critical role, for it represented the focal point of God's Presence among Israel, combining his holiness and his power with his desire to dwell among his people and relate to them.
 
The ark was the most sacred aspect of the temple, for it was there that God could commune with His people, above the mercy seat which covered the ark, between the overshadowing cherubim. Within the ark were a pot of manna, and Aaron's rod, and (most importantly) the two tables of God's law:
 
 
Behind the second curtain was the part of the tent called the Most Holy Place, which had the gold altar for incense and the Ark of the Covenant completely covered with gold. In it was the gold jar holding the manna, Aaron's staff that had budded, and the Tablets of the Covenant. Above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the place of atonement.
 
- Hebrews 9:3-5, ISV
 
In 3:16 Jeremiah makes a very radical prediction: in the future restoration the ark will be gone, and, more surprisingly, no one will even miss it. In accordance with Jeremiah's prophecy, the Ark of the Covenant disappears from biblical history after the Babylonians capture and destroy Jerusalem in 587/586 BC.
 
"And in those days when you increase in numbers and multiply in the land," declares the LORD, "people will no longer say, 'The Ark of the Covenant of the LORD,' and it won't come to mind, and they won't remember it or miss it, nor will it be made again.
 
- Jeremiah 3:16, ISV
 
What happened to the Ark?
 
Numerous legends and theories that attempt to answer this question continue to circulate. One theory states that Jeremiah himself hid the ark beneath the Temple Mount just before the Babylonians captured the city. Some speculate that it is still there. A few people claim to have seen it. Old Testament scholars find this legend highly unlikely, without any verifiable evidence to support it.
 
Another legend about the ark comes from Ethiopia. The Ethiopian national "folk legend" states that the queen of Sheba was an Ethiopian queen. After she visited King Solomon in Jerusalem, she returned to Ethiopia and gave birth to Solomon's son, a boy named Menilek. Later, Menilek returned to Jerusalem to visit his father, but then stole the Ark of the Covenant, taking it with him back to Ethiopia, where it remains to this day. The Ethiopian Orthodox Church claims to have the original Ark of the Covenant in a church in the ancient city of Axum.
 
There is, however a problem with this legend. Many scholars claim it doesn't seem to line up with history. King Solomon predates the Axumite kingdom of Menilek by nearly one thousand years.
 
The Ark of the Covenant disappeared when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the temple and carried Judah captive into Babylon 600 years before Christ. At that time "all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the treasures of the house of the Lord" were also taken to Babylon (2 Chronicles 36:18), as were the brass and other metals that adorned the temple (2 Kings 25:13-20).
 
No mention, however, was made of the ark, the most important and perhaps most costly (the ark was overlaid with pure gold, and the mercy seat and cherubim were of pure gold) item in the temple, as well as certainly the most significant item to the writers of the accounts in 2 Kings, 2 Chronicles, and Jeremiah (chapter 52, as well as the book of Lamentations). Neither was there any mention of the Ark when Cyrus commissioned the rebuilding of the temple and sent back all its vessels as well (Ezra 1:1-11).
 
Men through the centuries have been almost as intrigued with the search for the Ark of the Covenant as they have with the search for Noah's ark. The Ark was not in the restoration temple, nor the temple of Herod, nor in the tribulation temple. Neither is there any mention of it even in the millennial temple described in Ezekiel 40-48. People have rumored it is preserved somewhere in a cave in Ethiopia, or in the Arabian Desert, or somewhere else.
 
This is one reason some scholars believe that the Ark is indeed in Axum.
 
The Ethiopians have something very old and significant in that church that has produced this ancient legend, along with several church rituals relating to the Ark. What do they actually have in that church?
 
One possibility relates to a Jewish colony that was built in ancient southern Egypt on the Isle of Elephantine on the Nile River. In the sixth century BC the Egyptians hired Jewish mercenaries to defend a fortress on this island. Archaeological excavations on this site indicate that these Jews apparently constructed a model of the temple in Jerusalem on their island, ostensibly to worship God. Did they also construct a model of the Ark of the Covenant to place in that temple? Perhaps. No one knows for certain what happened to these Jewish mercenaries who had settled in southern Egypt. Some suggest they migrated east into Ethiopia, taking their replica of the Ark with them. If this scenario is true, then the Ethiopians might have this Ark, a very old (and highly significant) replica of the Ark of the Covenant.
 
Some scholars maintain that the most likely fate of the Ark of the Covenant is that the Babylonian army melted it down and carried the gold back to Babylonia. In any case, Jeremiah was correct. The ark disappeared.
 
Many believe that the Ark will have a role in end time prophecy. One thing is sure, today, God's people experience God's Presence through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit; thus they do not miss the Ark of the Covenant, nor should they.
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A Chance to Win, and 
Support Prophecy Update
 
Thanks to a very generous supporter, we are offering you a chance to win both the John MacArthur 33 volumes New Testament Commentary, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary, for a donation of just $25, for each increment of $25 dollars, your name will go into a drawing. If you donate $100 dollars for example, your name will be entered four times into the drawing. This offer will run from now until the end of May, and the drawing will be held and announced on 6/1/15. 

 
Amazing set of Bible Commentaries
 
The John MacArthur 33 volume New Testament Commentary retails for $849, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary retails for $149. So that's a total of nearly $1000 dollars, but wait there's more. We will also throw in an Ultimate Set of our DVD's, including our newest DVD, CONVERGENCE. So all together this donation-drawing is worth nearly $1200, and you can enter our donation-drawing as many times as you want. 

 
 
The MacArthur NT Commentary Series, 33 Volumes (Hard Cover)

 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/6033d668-8049-4c98-ae84-d2ba4bdad06b.jpg]
 
 
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary comes from the experience, insight, and wisdom of one of the most trusted ministry leaders and Bible teachers of our day. Each volume was written to be as comprehensive and accurate as possible, dealing thoroughly with every key phrase and word in the Bible without being unduly technical. This series helps provide a better, fuller, and richer understanding of God's word while challenging all readers-no matter what their expertise-to grow in a vibrant, spiritual walk. 

 
 
The Warren Wiersbe Bible Exposition Commentary, 6 Volumes (Hard Cover)
 

 [image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/7704e072-c129-4494-8dcb-27aa639962ca.jpg] 

 
Countless pastors, teachers, and students have pored over the best-selling Be series---and now these insightful studies are available in one complete set for a spectacular price! From Genesis to Revelation, Wiersbe unpacks the meaning and message of Scripture with a skilled exposition that remains ever-mindful of practical application. 

 
A Great Addition to any Library 
 
You can add these awesome Bible Commentaries to your personal collection, give them as a gift to someone or your church or even your pastor. Most importantly, you will be helping to support this ministry! We have set up a special section on our donations page to enter this donation-drawing, please use the link below:

 
 
 http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 
You can also mail in your donation-drawing entry to:
Prophecy Update, PO Box 40516, Bakersfield, CA 93384 
, please mark your entry for Commentary Drawing, thanks!
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
 
 
	[image: CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs]

	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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In Every City in America There Are People Ready to Riot, Loot and Set Things on Fire - By Michael Snyder - http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/in-every-city-in-america-there-are-people-ready-to-riot-loot-and-set-things-on-fire
 
 
The city of Baltimore has been transformed into an "absolute war zone", and the governor of Maryland has declared a state of emergency as the rioting in "Charm City" continues to escalate.  The funeral for Freddie Gray has unleashed a firestorm of violence, and none of it is going to do anyone any good.  To their credit, some of the leaders of the African-American community are standing up and loudly condemning the violence.  They know that smashing cars, throwing rocks at police and looting stores is not going to solve anything.  But just like we saw in Ferguson, there are lots of people out there that are ready to riot, loot and set things on fire at the drop of a hat - all they need is an opportunity.  The social decay that has been eating away at the foundations of our society for generations is now manifesting in some very ugly ways.  We have raised an entire generation of young people in a "value free" environment, and now we are getting to experience some of the consequences of our foolishness.  And what we are witnessing in Baltimore right now is just the start.  Eventually, we are going to see scenes like this all over the nation.
 
Thanks to social media, the violence that we saw in Baltimore on Monday is being broadcast to the entire planet.  The whole world is getting a really good look at what the decline of America looks like.  The following is how the New York Times described what took place...
 
Angry youths could be seen surrounding a police cruiser and smashing its windows in what police described as an organized attack by criminals - not demonstrators. Cars were set on fire, and stores' windows were smashed in. Heavy smoke poured out of a CVS drugstore, which had earlier been overrun by looters. Several other businesses, including a liquor store and a check-cashing shop, were also looted.
 
You can find some incredible photos of looting in progress right here.  Do those young people believe that they are actually doing something constructive that will make a difference in our society?  Of course not.  They are opportunists that are taking advantage of the chaos to commit crime.
 
And you know what?  A lot of older African-Americans were absolutely disgusted by what they were seeing.  The following is just one example...
 
Barbara Taylor, 60, has lived in the neighborhood near the store for 15 years. As she spoke, a group of teenagers carrying cases of soda and Arizona Iced Tea walked by. "All I can see is crime," said Taylor. "The people doing this don't live around here. They're kids coming in to our neighborhood and breaking it apart. There is no reason for this."
 
Of course the biggest targets on Monday were police officers.  It is becoming extremely dangerous to be a police officer in America today, and this is something that I wrote an entire article about recently.  During the violence on Monday, seven police officers were seriously injured.  At least some of the injured had broken bones, and one was described as being "unresponsive"...
 
"We have seven officers who were injured during the course of this," said Baltimore Police Capt. Eric Kowalczyk. "They have broken bones, one of them is unresponsive. This is not okay. Our officers went out to that situation to make sure that the people who live in that community were safe and we're going to continue to do what we can to make sure that those people stay safe.
 
"It's a group of lawless individuals," Kowalczyk said of the rioters. "What we know is that they are a group of criminals with no regard for the people in the community."
 
Later on Monday, we found out that a total of 15 police officers had received some sort of injury during the course of the day.  To say that the streets of Baltimore have become a "war zone" is not an overstatement in the least.
 
This is what America is becoming, and this is only just the beginning.  As I mentioned yesterday, I went on the record publicly regarding my belief that civil unrest was coming specifically to Baltimore during a speech I gave on the evening of April 11th.  That was about a week before Freddie Gray died.  But little did I know that it would start happening before the end of the month.  The following are some tweets that contain scenes from the violence that we witnessed on Monday...
 
1. "The scene looks like Gotham." #BaltimoreRiots
1. Around the Town:  Hardworking Teens Take Monthly Inventory In Baltimore Convenience Store #BaltimoreRiots
1. Police van on fire as well as car on W North #Baltimore #BaltimoreRiots
1. Police vehicle on fire #Baltimore #FreddieGray
1. Police van on fire as well as car on W North #Baltimore #BaltimoreRiots
1. Police vehicle on fire #Baltimore #FreddieGray
1. 2 MTA cars just exploded in #Baltimore
1. Another liquor store being robbed. Also reports of looters cutting Fire Department hoses. #BaltimoreRiots
1. Now they are busting into a bank! #Baltimore #PrayersForBaltimore
1. I'm sure #FreddieGray would be delighted with how his death is being avenged. Looted toilet paper. #BaltimoreRiots
1. CVS Pharmacy set on fire by rioters. Housing complex right behind it. Fire Department cannot respond #BaltimoreRiots
1. MD police cruiser on fire. We're in continuous LIVE coverage: http://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/livestream-News4-watch-live-Vance-Gentzler-Kammerer--269554921.html ... #BaltimoreRiots #FreddieGray
1. Nothing screams justice like... #BaltimoreRiots
 
https://amp.twimg.com/amplify-web-player/prod/source.html?video_url=https%3A%2F% 
 
Make sure to watch that last video.  It shows a man literally being dragged out of his store and ruthlessly beaten by a gang of young thugs.  Because of the decisions that we have made as a society, this is what the future of our country is going to look like.  This is something that I have been warning about for years, and now it is here.
 
So let us mourn for America, because the nation that so many of us love is slipping away a little bit more every single day.
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New Terminology: What Is The Meaning Of "Space To Destroy"? - Belle Ringer - http://www.salvationandsurvival.com/2015/04/new-terminology-what-is-meaning-of.html
 
 
     Let me be clear ... I am merely a simple woman who relies on my spiritual discernment to instruct my thoughts and opinions.  I do not claim to be perfect, but when I hear something more than once on the same day, I tend to see it as an affirmation of something that is, at the least, reasonable to consider.
 
      Yesterday, on the front page of the Drudge Report was an article titled, "The Odd Tactic of Giving Baltimore Protestors 'Space' to Destroy".  Also, yesterday, I heard a recording from Bastrop, TX, in which a spokesperson at a meeting between the public and officials with the Jade Helm military exercises announced that "space would be given to both protestors and those who wish to destroy".  That just seems so counter-intuitive to the nature of peaceful protest, does it not?  So why would this particular terminology be used?
 
     I understand the anger and confusion over the mysterious death of Baltimore resident Freddie Gray.  There seem to be no concrete explanations as to how his fatal back injury occurred.  It is natural for citizens to demand answers and to express their outrage publicly.
 
      Similarly, there is much confusion and suspicion over the explanations given for the military exercises known as Jade Helm, especially in Texas.  So, what might the two events have in common, and why would comparable language be used in describing what law enforcement and city/county governments will allow?
 
      Could it be that once it is established by local law that protestors have been given "space to destroy", any attempt by property owners to defend their possessions or premises will be against the law?  The mayor of Baltimore was quoted as saying, "We work very hard to keep that balance [between free speech and destructive elements], and to put ourselves in the best position to de-escalate."  Are we to interpret that to mean that some destruction of personal property is permissible in order to guarantee free speech?  How much is too much destruction?  What rights do property owners have to protect their property against public -- but government-condoned -- destruction?
 
      It would appear that we are once again blurring the line of the original intent of our Founding Fathers and what the new "intellectual" concept of government is becoming.  According to the Foundation for Economic Education, "The Founding Fathers upheld the economic view of property. They believed that private property ownership, as defined under common law, pre-existed government. The state and federal governments were the mere contractual agents of the people, not sovereign lords over them. All rights, not specifically delegated to the government, remained with the people-including the common-law provisions of private property. Consequently, the constitutional rights regarding free speech, freedom of religion, the right of assembly, and private property rights are all claims that individuals may hold and exercise against the government itself. In brief, private property refers to the rights of owners to use their possessions which are enforceable against all nonowners-even the government."
 
      Then there is the specific terminology in the Fifth Amendment, which states, "No person shall be ... deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation."  I know that in the use of private property for the Jade Helm exercises, it is being promoted that land owners approached the government offering the use of their property.  I know that at least in one instance, this is not true.  The property owner was approached by representatives of the government.  So, by declaring that use of the land was consensual, is this a way to avoid reparations in case the "space to destroy" gets out of hand?  In effect, does it do away with the rights of property owners to defend themselves?
 
      And what of the store owners and shopkeepers and homeowners in Baltimore?  If protestors are given a license and "space" to destroy, how will they be compensated for damages to their property?  What rights do they have to protect their personal property, if the City of Baltimore has established a right and space to destroy?
 
      In fairness and honesty, I will tell you that the Mayor of Baltimore has attempted to clarify her statement by saying that there was never any intent to suggest that those seeking to incite violence also had the space to operate.  I certainly should hope not!  But we all know that once that impression has been conveyed to the public, there is no taking it back.  You must decide for yourself if it was intentional, or not.
 
      The bottom line is this:  All Americans should have the opportunity to voice their opinions peaceably, while respecting the laws of the nation and the private property of individuals.  That being said, I suggest that officials carefully consider how their terminology will be interpreted.  I cannot imagine any manner in which "peaceful protest" and "space to destroy" belong in the same sentence!
 
Isaiah 64:6    "We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away."
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A Nation in Trouble - By Daymond Duck - http://www.raptureready.com/featured/duck/dd172.html
 
 
On April 14, 2015, Rev. Franklin Graham, clearly one of the most famous and loved Christian leaders in the world, said, "America is in trouble...I've lived long enough to learn that neither the Democrats nor the Republicans can turn this country around; no political party or politician is the answer. The only hope for this country is Almighty God and His Son Jesus Christ."
 
America is no longer the nation it used to be. As a youth, I knew many church members who attended church every time the door was open. They loved Jesus and His Church, prayed beautiful prayers, witnessed to their neighbors, took people to church with them and professed to believe everything the Bible says. They attended Wednesday night Bible Study and all of their revival services and visited during revivals at other churches.
 
Their homes were havens of safety. Their doors and windows were open day and night because there was no air conditioning. There were no gangs. Their children could play outside at night. No one was ever hurt. Nothing was ever stolen.
 
Many teachers had a Bible on their desks that they read to their students. Many schools had a chapel service at least once a week and different preachers preached. Divorce was almost unheard of. Abortion and gay marriage were never considered.
 
Times were harder then. Many had no money. Those who lived out in the country were just getting electricity and telephones. Many didn't have indoor plumbing. Television was just coming on the market, but many had never seen one. Some wore patched and second hand clothes. Some raised everything they ate.  
 
It was God who brought these people through those hard times. He gave them electricity to make their lives better. It was God who gave them life, health and good jobs. It was God who gave them victory over their enemies; He let them gain wealth, get a better education, etc.; He was answering their prayers and blessing their service and faithfulness.
 
Henry J. Kaiser said, "When wealth accumulates, men decay." I will add that when men get educated the wrong way, men decay.
 
God's blessings piled-up and some who were blessed started sleeping late on Sunday. Others started spending the day at the golf course. Many took their expensive boats to the lake. And on Sunday night and Wednesday night they were in front of their big screen TV's. Instead of getting closer to God with each passing day, they got farther and farther away.
 
It wasn't long until the educated wanted prayer out of the schools. Then they wanted the Bibles and Ten Commandments to go. Then they wanted to stop all mention of God. And their daughters started getting pregnant before marriage; and it has evolved to their sons marrying other males; and nudity  crept onto their big screen TV's; and pornography became readily available on their latest smart phones.  
 
Divorce became rampant in their air-conditioned houses. Their grandchildren began smoking legalized marijuana and many don't even know who their fathers are or where they live. They had driven God away and there was and still is, no shame.
 
At the most prestigious religious schools there has been a growing trend of professors with multiple degrees who don't know God and don't believe the Bible. They compromise the Word of God by teaching tolerance and inclusiveness turning out students (after their own image), instead of the image of Jesus.
 
Many of those students have gone to stand behind pulpits, expound on the Scriptures, serve the Lord's Supper and exercise authority in the Church. But they do so without a personal relationship with Jesus. Instead of crying out against sin, some are involved in sin.
 
Instead of preaching the way of the Lord, some are preaching the way of political correctness. And instead of growing their church spiritually, they have led their flocks away from God and watched their churches decline.
 
Now America is reaping the results of this sinful demise in moral character, and the anemic commitments made to our Lord and Savior. We have built wealth without building people spiritually. We have put suits and aftershave on students and call them preachers when they don't  know how to get a sermon from God. They have been taught to preach inclusiveness and tolerance at the high price of abandoning God and His Scriptures.
 
So America really is in trouble. The Democrats and the Republicans can't turn America around. Those multi-degreed professors and their clueless students can't turn this country around.
 
Almighty God and His Son Jesus didn't leave America. America left them. Many in the religious community have participated in this. And if we don't go back to Almighty God and His Son Jesus quickly, America's future is on a fast track to a greater demise.
 
Prophecy Plus Ministries
Daymond & Rachel Duck
 daymond.duck@yahoo.com
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Daily Jot: Race Riots test a prophetic generation - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
Maryland Governor Larry Hogan, a Republican, has sent in the National Guard to quell riots in Baltimore. The Justice Department, socialist, is sending in personnel to observe the situation. Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, a Democrat, announced an indefinite curfew of 10 pm in the city. Meanwhile, a Democratic State Senator in Ferguson, Mo., Maria Chappelle Nadal tweeted that protestors should gather together at Reds BBQ to begin demonstrations in "solidarity" with the riots in Baltimore. Several were arrested. Conspiracy theorists are theorizing that these are the types of events that will lead to full blown martial law, FEMA camp incarceration and the end of American freedom. What next? 
 
A real or perceived injustice has occurred that stirs the anger and hurt of Black people who have experienced or perceived injustice in their lives. Eventually, investigators will find that gangs, Islamists, and communists hijacked the death of a Black man to foment revolution. Already, the Baltimore police are receiving threats from the Black Guerrilla Family, the Bloods and Crypts who have partnered to "take out" White police officers. A text intercepted with a Chicago area code said: "Kill all white police officers!! As many as you can!! Bunch of thugs with badges!!" The Black Guerilla Family is a marxist revolutionary organization with the stated goals of eradicating racism and overthrowing the US government. 
 
These gangs are the infrastructural anchor that Islamists like the Islamic State will use to war on America. They have longstanding links and business relationships, dealing together in drugs, human trafficking, and other illegal activities. They wear no uniforms. They respect no authority. They are a brutal force aimed at anyone who doesn't agree with them. They make martial law seem like a reasonable alternative. But this is not representative of people of color. For example, the parents of the most recent victim's death that sparked the Baltimore riots are calling for calm, the mother sincerely saying, "I want y'all to get justice for my son, but don't do it like this. Don't tear up the whole city just for him. It's wrong." 
 
As a prophetic generation, this is a test of our beliefs. What is your Christian response? If you are a White Christian, show the love of Christ to your Black brothers and sisters. If you are a Black Christian, show the love of Christ to your White brothers and sisters. Christ said in John 13:34, "A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another." Let us not forget who we are and why we exist. This is not about race--that is only the fuse. This is about a satanic force that wants everything you have irrespective of the color of your skin. You are a prophetic generation. Speak into this situation with wisdom. Stand. Protect one another. Overcome evil with good.
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Daily Devotion: Expect Opposition - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org 
 
 
Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. -1 Peter 5:8
 
We don't know how long Adam and Eve lived in the Garden of Eden before temptation came. The Devil had heard God's warning to Adam: "You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in the garden-except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die" (Genesis 2:16-17). The way the text in Genesis unfolds, it almost appears as though Satan came immediately with his temptation.
 
It reminds me of the parable of the sower in Matthew 13, where Jesus talked about a sower who went out and scattered seed, and some seed fell on the roadside, where the birds came and quickly ate it.
 
We all know what that is like. Have you ever dropped a French fry outside McDonald's? Birds suddenly appear out of nowhere. Then there are the seagulls at the beach that fly off with your lunch or your children or your very small dog.
 
Jesus said, "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart" (verse 19). That is why we need to pray for people who have just come to Christ, because the Devil will be there with temptation, with doubt, and with an onslaught of other things.
 
This reminds us that whenever God is blessing, expect the Devil to be opposing-immediately. He isn't going to wait for a year. He isn't going to wait for a month. He may not even wait for an hour.
 
You can be walking out of church when temptation suddenly comes. You think, What is with that? The fact is that Satan wants to undermine what just happened in your life. He opposes immediately. He always will.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: It's the End of the World, Now What? - Pete Garcia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8037
 
 
For the better part of 50 years now, Hal Lindsey has said that Christ's return is imminent, but I fear that for many, apocalypse-fatigue is setting in.  The Left Behind series sparked a huge renewed interest into the idea of the Rapture, and for what follows, but even that excitement seems to have faded.  With all the geo-political, economic and technological changes happening every day, the modern man has developed an increasingly short attention span.
 
Increasingly, we express concern over the swelling anti-Christian sentiment that is growing in the west and express outright shock over the brutality of that same anti-Christian sentiment in the east.  Half of Christianity wants to reclaim the world for Christ and build His kingdom for Him. The rest are divided on how the end does happen.  In fact, MOST of what we would call Christendom today, does not advocate the only, logical, Biblical, theologically doctrinal position of a Pre-Tribulational Rapture, otherwise known as our "Blessed Hope".  
 
All that aside, the truth is, that believers for millennia- have long pondered, wondered, and longed to see what the days we live in would be like.  While our days may be increasingly onerous and dangerous it is also exciting to see the pages of the prophetic scripture come to life right before our very eyes.  It is both bitter and sweet that we live to see these days come to pass, just as Christ, the Prophets and Apostles said they would. 
 
But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober...For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.  1 Thess 5:4-6, 9-10
 
So it is that we, the final generation, are called to stand firm in the growing tide of darkness which all the more enshrouds this fallen planet.  But in our standing, we are to do four things which will not only bring glory to God, become a witness and a testimony to the lost, but will also embolden our brothers and sisters in these trying times.  We are to worship, wait, work, and watch.   
 
Worship
 
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  Romans 12:1-2
 
For the born-again Christian, our worship is not solely limited to what we do in a church building on Sunday mornings but how we live our lives.  Our lives, ALL of it, should be an act of worship.  The Apostle Paul, via the Holy Spirit, instructs us to present our bodies, our hearts, and our minds to God as a living sacrifice.  Once you become a believer in Jesus Christ, you are no longer your own, because you were bought with a price. (1 Cor 6:19-20)  We are to become living sacrifices, crucifying the flesh daily, so that we may live in the Spirit.  This is not easy, because the flesh becomes a powerful obstruction to our walk with God.
 
Our primary goals as believers is to worship God, mature in the faith, and be a witness to those who do not know the Lord.  We demonstrate our worship by how we live our lives, by being a living sacrifice.  We mature in the faith when we learn how we live by our worship, which by glorifying God puts our trust in Him, and not ourselves.  And our worship becomes a living testimony to those who do not know Christ and Christ said that if we would glorify Him, HE would draw all men to Himself. (John 12:31-33)
 
Wait
 
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself. Phil. 3:20-21
 
Anyone who has ever had to wait for anything realizes that waiting is not fun.  But waiting adds to faith, what immediate gratification cannot.  It develops and matures you in your walk (sanctification) with the Lord.  Abraham, who exhibited an amazing amount of faith, waited many decades for the promise of a son that the Lord would provide to both he and Sarah.  Once that heir (Isaac) came and grew, God then instructed Abraham to take him to Mt. Moriah (modern day Golgotha/Calvary), making Isaac carry his own wood which Abraham would use to sacrifice him.  This all seemed contrary to all that God had promised him, but Abraham was prepared to do this, up until the point that the Angel of the Lord stayed his hand.  Abraham demonstrated his faith that even if God had him kill his own son, that God would raise him again, or else God would be breaking His own promise. (Gen. 15:1-5; 22:3-5)
 
While the waiting was something that Abraham and Sarah struggled with, it developed and matured them.  And our waiting is not in vain, but because...
 
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  (2 Peter 3:9) 
 
Anytime we lose sight of this, just remember the day you came to Christ, and what if God had chosen the day prior to be the day of the Rapture.  While we wait, let God develop you into the man or woman He wants you to become.  In our waiting, let us attain the goal of running for the prize. (1 Cor. 9:25; Phil. 3:14)  While our goal is the 'upward call' and may be the end state, our goal here on earth should be,
 
till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head-Christ-(Eph. 4:13-15)
 
Work
 
...But we urge you, brethren, that you increase more and more; that you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you, that you may walk properly toward those who are outside, and that you may lack nothing.           1 Thess 4:10-12
 
Unlike the prosperity propaganda that many successful self-help televangelists love to promote, God has not called us to a life of luxury and riches.  I am not saying that a Christian can't be wealthy, or that God can't even bless us in those arenas, because He does and He can.  What I am saying is that should not be our modus operandi.  While our fiat currency system may be a necessity to survive in these last days, it should not be what motivates us.  That should not be what we strive for, or yearn for.  Wherever you are, and whatever you do, do it for the Lord.  Don't do it so that other men can notice you, or that you do it for the accolades and praise of people, but serve God with a willing heart. 
 
Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matt. 6:19-21
 
Watch
 
"Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; and you yourselves be like men who wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately. Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serve them.
 
And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants. But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect."  Luke 12:35-40
 
What is increasingly perplexing to me, considering all that is transpiring around the world, is the outright rejection and denial by those who claim to be Christian.  Now, I expect this from mainstream media, government, and pop culture, but how a denomination (take your pick), rejects 30% of their Bible, only to focus on everything BUT Christ's soon return, baffles my mind.  Consider these events that are rapidly advancing in our day:
 
-the coming together of global governance
 
-the rapid technological advancements that are enabling and merging together a tracking, monitoring, and digital financial system that ultimately will become the 'mark of the beast'
 
-growing lukewarmness and apostate nature of "Christianity"
 
-Geo-political alignments of nations, all seemingly hostile to Israel
 
-increasingly devastating natural disasters and pestilence
 
-false/pseudo messiah's
 
-wars and rumors of wars
 
-rise of occultism and paganism
 
-rise of all sorts of violence around the earth
 
-global economy on the verge of collapse
 
Literally, I could go on and on with what is going wrong in the world, but I think you get the drift.  Many in Christendom would say pompously- "ahh that stuff has been going on since the beginning.  Everything is cyclical, and we are just in another cycle, of an endless cycles when things get bad, then they get better, and then bad, and so on and so forth." 
 
I have spoken personally to many people and clergy who hold to this opinion.  For them, Christ's return is about as important a focus for them and their ministries, as the color of icicles are on Saturn's rings.  Their far "too busy building up His Kingdom here" to worry about if or when Christ will return.  For these people, Christ Himself said this...
 
Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you.  Revelation 3:3
 
Ah, but the skeptic say's;
 
"Hey that doesn't apply to me, Jesus (if He even wrote that), was speaking to some church in ancient, Asia Minor.  That has no relevance to me, today."
 
Notice what Christ says in the very next verse...
 
"He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."'  Rev. 3:4
 
Conclusion
 
We are called, in these last days, to stand firm and to be bulwarks in a growing storm that is increasingly and violently, shifting and moving everything about.  The only way we can stand firm, is if we stand in Christ, because in and of ourselves, we do not possess the ability, or even the desire to go against the dark tide.  It is not pleasant, especially considering what is coming upon the earth and in particular, what we have to look forward too so long as the Lord tarries.  But we stand nonetheless, and we proclaim the saving power of the blood of Christ through worship, waiting, working, and watching. 
 
Some worship and work, and do not watch or wait for the Lord's return...and they quickly burn out.  Some watch and wait, but do not work or worship, and they drift off into the fringe.  We need all four to balance out our faith, because work is tiresome, and without the hope of our "Blessed Hope", we lose heart.  All watching and no worship, causes us to watch for anything, and soon our short-attention spanned hearts, will drift into areas that appear more exciting or conspiratorial.  We need all four, because God built us to do all four, and when any of the four lack, we drift from where God intended us to be.   God built us with eternity in our hearts, and only the eternal, can fully satisfy what we know is lacking in the here and now.
 
 
Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.  2 Cor. 4:16-18
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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