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Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	5/3/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Israel warns nationals, Jews to avoid Tunisia due to terror threat
Jimmy Carter meets Abbas in Ramallah, calls for new PA elections
Carter slams Netanyahu, praises Abbas 
Israeli leaders don't meet with Jimmy Carter during Middle East visit
IDF Commander Fighting to Destroy Hamas Tunnels
Palestinian youth tries to stab IDF soldier at West Bank checkpoint
Ethiopian Israelis to protest today in Tel Aviv against racism, police brutality 
Germans cannot turn backs on Nazi past, Merkel says
40 Person Mob Assaults 2 Jews on Paris' Boulevard Voltaire
Tensions high along Israel-Syria border but nobody wants war 
Netanyahu, Kerry spar over whether Iran nuclear deal good for Israel
Kerry denounces 'hysteria' over Iran nuclear deal
Kerry appeals to skeptical Israelis - 'Iran deal cuts off pathways to atomic bomb'
Palin: Obama 'flirting with the devil' on Iran
State Dept. won't say whether US asking Iran to free seized cargo ship
Gulf states want weapons, promises from US for Iran nuke deal support
Iran pledges to protect shared security interests with Yemen
State Department reportedly deems mission to rescue Americans in Yemen too risky
Reports: ISIS Militants Mass-Murder 300 Yazidi Hostages
Death toll from US-led strike rises to 52 civilians in Syria
Tensions brew in Jordan over Muslim Brotherhood rift
Report: Muslim Brotherhood plotted to kill Morsi in order to spark revolution 
Military helicopter shot down as drug violence surges in western Mexico
Oakland May Day Protests Marred By Vandalism To Businesses, Cars On Auto Row
Baltimore protesters again defy curfew in Baltimore after officers charged
WikiLeaks Adds Thousands of Hacked Sony Emails
Nearly half of ObamaCare exchanges face financial woes, report says
Small radioactive leak detected at Japan's Fukushima nuclear plant
5.7 magnitude earthquake hits near Hachijo-jima, Japan
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Central Mid-Atlantic Ridge
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Namie, Japan
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Ierapetra, Greece
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Kokopo, Papua New Guinea
Rare earthquake shakes western Michigan, registers magnitude of 4.2
Earthquake in southwest Michigan felt from Chicago to Toledo
Magnitude 3.2 earthquake, possible aftershock reported in central Mississippi
Death toll in Nepal earthquake breaks 7,000 
Experts: Israel vulnerable to quake damage
Popocatepetl volcano in Mexico erupts to 30,000ft
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 22,000ft
Klyuchevskoy volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 18,000ft
Drought forces California farms to stop pumping river water
Bird flu ravaging commercial flocks remains mysterious
Chlamydia outbreak plagues small West Texas high school
Almost one-fifth of Americans now take psychotropic drugs to cope with everyday life
House adopts bill to trump local DC policy on abortion
UK Green Party 'Open' to Permitting Three-Way Marriages
'KosherSwitch' helps Shabbat observant Jews control electricity in their home
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. The Palestinian-Israeli Prophecies of the Bible
1. Biden: Iran has enough material for 8 nuclear bombs
1. I Grow Weary ... But My Spirit Is Strong!
1. Even So, Come, Lord Jesus
1. All in God's good time
1. Featured Article: The Outer Darkness     
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The Palestinian-Israeli Prophecies of the Bible - by Bill Salus - http://www.prophecydepotministries.net/2015/the-palestinian-israeli-prophecies-of-the-bible/
 
 
This article introduces two important Prophecies regarding the twin brothers of the Bible, Jacob and Esau. Jacob was renamed Israel in Genesis 32:28 and he fathered Israeli descendants. Esau, Jacob's older twin brother, fathered the Edomites according to Genesis 36:1,9. Invaluable insights into the roots of the present Palestinian - Israeli conflict can be gleaned from understanding these twin prophecies.
 
Presently the international community desperately seeks to join the Israelis and Palestinians at the hip in a peaceful "Two State Solution": a Jewish State, and a Palestinian State. Did you know that there once was a time when the ancestors of these two people groups, the Israelis and the Edomites, successfully operated in a "Two State Solution" of sorts? However there were two prophecies written in ancient times that foretold of both Israel's and Edom's national decline, and at the time of the fulfillment of these two prophecies, their operational "Two State Solution" disintegrated.
 
Hosea issued the first of the two prophecies, and Jeremiah along with Obadiah issued the second. Hosea declared that the Israelites would be declassified from "My people Israel", to "not My people", and Jeremiah, and Obadiah predicted that the Edomites would become "small among the nations".
 
Hosea's prophecy regarding Israel
 
Now when she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, she conceived and bore a son. Then God said: "Call his name Lo-Ammi, For you are not My people, And I will not be your God. (Hosea 1:8-9; NKJV)
 
Jeremiah's and Obadiah's prophecies regarding Edom
 
I have heard tidings from the LORD, and a messenger has been sent among the nations: "Gather yourselves together and come against her, and rise up for battle!" For behold, I will make you (Edom) small among the nations, despised among men. (Jeremiah 49:14-15; RSV)
 
The vision of Obadiah. Thus says the Lord GOD concerning Edom: We have heard tidings from the LORD, and a messenger has been sent among the nations: "Rise up! let us rise against her for battle!" Behold, I will make you small among the nations, you shall be utterly despised. (Obadiah 1:1-2; RSV)
 
In a twist of fate, twin brothers Jacob and Esau would have their descendants share in a similar divine disciplinary action. The two historically infamous peoples, the Jews and the Edomites, would experience their national decline in the same place and at the same time. Both ethnic groups were conquered by the Roman Empire on or around 70 A.D. in what turns out to be the final fulfillment of these two important Bible prophecies.
 
Back then these two populations co-existed semi-peacefully in a "Two State Solution" of their own. The Jews inhabited Judea, and Samaria, which comprised the Northern and Southern kingdoms of Israel, and the Edomites occupied "Idumea", and were known as the Idumeans, which was the Greek word for Edomites. Idumea / Edom encompassed land in Southern Israel, Northeastern Sinai, and Southwestern Jordan. The Jewish capitol was Jerusalem, and the central Idumean city was Hebron approximately 19 miles to the south. At the time the Idumeans and Jews both practiced Judaism, evidencing a common bond between them.
 
When the Romans conquered Jerusalem and destroyed the second Jewish temple in 70 A.D., they also fought against the Idumeans. According to the historian Josephus, many Idumeans were either killed, or sold into slavery, and ultimately about 40,000 remaining Idumeans were freed by Caeser to go wherever they desired enabling them to keep their ethnicity in tact. (1) Indeed by 70 A.D. Edom / Idumea had undeniably been made "small among the nations".
 
The attached map represents the layout of the region around 135 A.D. at the time of the Bar Kokhba Jewish revolt. This map depicts Idumea still in existence as a recognized territory. As such one might safely presume that Idumeans still resided in the subject land on or around 135 A.D. (2) This suggests that at least some of these 40,000 freed Idumeans continued to reside, and repopulate in the territory of Idumea.
 
To further understand the declassification of the Israelites to "not My people" it is important to read the "My people Israel" chapter in my book Isralestine; The Ancient Blueprints of the Future Middle East. (This book has an upgraded version called Psalm 83: The Missing Prophecy Revealed, How Israel Becomes the Next Mideast Superpower). For now it is important to recognize that the declassification of the Jews into "not My people" began at the rejection by the Jewish leadership of Jesus Christ, and found its final fulfillment in the destruction of Jerusalem and the second Jewish temple in 70 A.D. at the defeat by the Romans. Lastly the assumption of the title "not My people" was not prophesied to be a permanent condition, and ultimately the Jews would be reclassified as "My people Israel", and furthermore "sons of the living God". (3)
 
Although Edom was made small among the nations in 70 A.D, Edom continued on a gradual decline. Shortly thereafter, Edom seemingly disintegrated as an ethnic group off the pages of further history. If it were not for the end times prophecies contained in Psalm 83, Ezekiel 25:14 and elsewhere regarding the restored Edomite element, there would be no further cause to remember them. They would be for all intents and purposes extinguished, however the Bible suggests they have merely been "made small among the nations", and will resurface in that reduced national condition in a final confederate effort, described in Psalm 83, aimed at the destruction of the nation Israel.
 
Herein lies the problem; the Middle East conflict is the derivative of these two former nations attempting to reclaim the land of Israel-Palaestinia. This may seem an over-simplification of the matter; however it is at the root of the conflict. Both formerly notorious nations who experienced their decline at the same-time and in the same-place, are attempting to pick up where they left off in 70 A.D. They are seeking to reestablish themselves now, centuries later, at the same-time and in the same-place.
 
When Israel became a nation again in 1948, the Palestinians for all intents and purposes became a people. They became the refugees of Palestine as a result of the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. The surrounding Arab nations protested the reestablishment of the nation Israel and confederated in a war effort against the returning Jewish people. They instructed the Arabs residing within Israel at the time, to vacate temporarily until the Jewish nation was destroyed, at which time these departing Arabs could return into the land.
 
Amongst the Arabs who left Israel at the time were some of those who had descended from Esau, i.e. the Edomites. History reports that the Jewish people were victorious, and these Edomites became numbered among the refugees of Palestine. Hence at the time they became refugees residing in tents. The Edomites were for all intents and purposes at the time the "tents of Palestine", or as they are called today, the Palestinian people.
The present plight of the Palestinians is, in large part, the result of the failed Arab war against Israel and therefore primarily the responsibility of the surrounding Arab nations. These Arab nations have done little to absorb and assimilate them into their lands, but have done much to use them as pawns against the developing nation of Israel. Hence we see Israel aspiring to become "My people Israel" again, which is prophesied to successfully occur, and Edom wanting to become greater than the tents of Palestine, which will likely never occur!
 
Edom will never be great among the nations, as they were permanently "made small among the nations" and that is the best condition they will ever experience. In fact, because of their present attempt to curse the developing nation of Israel, the Edomites will be extinguished as a people according to Obadiah 1:18. In other words the Palestinians of today will likely never nationally ascend much beyond a refugee condition. Listen to what the Psalmist labeled them as in the coming Arab war against the Jews, which is still to find its final fulfillment.
 
PSALM 83
 
1 - Do not keep silent, O God! Do not hold Your peace, And do not be still, O God!
 2 - For behold, Your enemies make a tumult; And those who hate You have lifted up their head.
 3 - They have taken crafty counsel against Your people, And consulted together against Your sheltered ones.
 4 - They have said, "Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation, That the name of Israel may be remembered no more."
5 - For they have consulted together with one consent; They form a confederacy against You:
 6 - The tents of Edom (Palestinian Refugees) and the Ishmaelites; Moab and the Hagrites;
 7 - Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek; Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre;
 8 - Assyria also has joined with them; They have helped the children of Lot.
 ____________________________
 
End Notes
 
(1) The Works of Josephus: Book of the Wars 6 Chapter 8
 (2) The Bar Kokhba Revolt map in this chapter http://www.studylight.org/se/maps/browse.cgi?st=170
 (3) Hosea 1:9-10, and regarding "My people Israel" Ezekiel 25:14, 36:12, 38:14,16, 39:7
 (4) Jeremiah 49:15, Obadiah 1:2
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Biden: Iran has enough material for 8 nuclear bombs -http://www.debka.com/article/24576/Obama-turns-a-smiling-face-to-Israel-Biden-Iran-has-enough-material-for-8-nuclear-bombs
 
President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden have gone out of their way in the last fortnight to shower friendly gestures on Israel, Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu and even Ambassador to Washington, Ron Dermer. Refuting the dire predictions by Netanyahu's critics of a disastrous breach, Obama and Biden, by word and gesture, are putting behind them the rancor long marring relations between Washington in Jerusalem.
 
 The White House launched its new charm campaign for Israel on April 13 by meetings with three groups of American Jewish leaders. Obama addressed the first with an emotional affirmation of his support for Israel and its security. Vice President Biden, National Security adviser Susan Rice and Biden's national security adviser Colin Kahl then talked to another group of Jewish leaders, while Obama spoke to Jewish "community leaders", a group of individuals who though unaffiliated are influential and generous donors to the Democratic Party.
 
 Ten days later, on April 23, Biden was the keynote speaker at the Israeli embassy's Independence Day reception. He stood alongside the former object of administration ire - Ambassador Dermer - and declared: "We have Israel's back, you can count on that." He announced that Israel would be the first country in the world to receive the new US F-35 stealth aircraft already next year.
 
 Thursday, the Vice President delivered a lecture at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, the key DC research think tank on the subject of US-Israel relations.
 
In this important lecture, Biden defended in great detail US strategy and objectives in the negotiations for a nuclear accord with Iran, as they enter their final lap.
 
 All in all, the US president and vice president are devoting more time to gestures for repairing relations with Israel than on the burning crises afflicting the world in Yemen, Iraq, Syria and Ukraine.
 
debkafile found four reasons for this striking White House pivot:
 
1. After the fireworks sparked by Netanyahu's March 3 speech to the US Congress against the nuclear accord, which placed him at the forefront of the international front opposing the deal, the White House decided that instead of sparring with him, it would be more productive to convert the Israeli prime minister into a supporter by meeting him halfway on certain points.
 
 2. The rift with Israel proved disadvantageous to the Obama administration, while boosting Netanyahu and his Likud in Israel's recent general election. The US president has paid a high political and personal price for colliding with Congress on the Iranian nuclear issue. His strategic advisers have recommended a bid to convince Netanyahu that Israel's most pressing concerns about the nuclear deal are being addressed in the final stage of the talks. Assuming that the prime minister too is not looking for a major rift with Washington, he may be amenable to partly changing course and withdrawing some of his objections to the deal. Congress might then respond more positively to the administration's nuclear policy.
 
 4. As American gears up for its 2016 elections, the Democratic Party needs to woo the Jewish vote and most importantly its financial support for campaigners.
 
 The Biden lecture to the Washington Institute is therefore worthy of close scrutiny. This masterly and eloquent work is an attempt to lay the political and security groundwork for Prime Minister Netanyahu's consent to a change of heart from opposition to the nuclear deal to its support.
 
debkafile has therefore singled out is 17 high points:
 
*Israel is absolutely right to be worried about the world's most dangerous weapons falling in the hands of a nation, whose leaders dream openly of a world without Israel.
 
*So the criticism that Israel is too concerned I find preposterous.  They have reason to be concerned. (DF. Netanyahu's concerns about Iran are fully justified.)
 
*...that's why the President, President Obama, decided for the first time -- people forget this -- to make it an explicit, declared policy of the United States of America - no such policy existed before President Obama uttered it -- that all instruments of American power to prevent - not contain, not contain -- to prevent a nuclear-armed Iran would be used to prevent that from happening.
 
*...our military had the capacity and the capability to execute the mission, if it was required. (DF. This was an explicit US presidential pledge to use military force to prevent a nuclear-armed Iran.)
 
Vice President Biden then laid down 12 conditions as the sine qua non for a deal. "If what's on the table doesn't meet the President's requirements, there will be no deal," he said.
 
*A final deal must effectively cut off Iran's uranium, plutonium and covert pathways to the bomb.
 
*The final deal must ensure a breakout timeline of at least one year for at least a decade or more.
 
*A final deal must include phased sanction relief, calibrated against Iran taking meaningful steps to constrain their program. (DF. Iran insists on immediate sanctions relief.)
 
*A final deal must provide verifiable assurances to ensure Iran's program is exclusively peaceful.
 
*If they did try to cheat... they would be far more likely to be caught because... we'll also put in place the toughest transparency and verification requirements.
 
*Iran will be required to implement the Additional Protocols, allowing IAEA inspectors to visit not only declared nuclear facilities, but undeclared sites where suspicious, clandestine work is suspected and address IAEA concerns about the military dimensions of past nuclear research.
 Not only would Iran be required to allow 24/7 eyes on the nuclear sites you've heard of - Fordow and Natantz and Arak -- and the ability to challenge suspect locations, every link in their nuclear supply chain will be under surveillance.
 
*And if Iran resumes its pursuit of nuclear weapons, no option available today will be off the table. In fact, the options will be greatly increased because we will know so much more.
 
Biden went on to warn: "Let's not kid each other. They already have paved a path to a bomb's worth of material. Iran could get there now if they walked away in two to three months without a deal." He went on to say:  "Without this deal, they already have enough material if further enriched for as many as eight nuclear bombs. Already, right now, as I speak to you.
 
*Under the proposed final deal, the Arak reactor will be redesigned to produce zero weapons-grade plutonium. The spent fuel will be required to be shipped out of Iran for the life of the reactor. And Iran will be barred from building the reprocessing plant for extracting bomb-grade material from plutonium.
 
"Finally there is the myth that a nuclear deal between the United States and Iran enables Iran to gain dominance inside the Middle East." The US vice president protested: "But it is a nuclear bargain between Britain, France, Russia, China, Germany, the EU, America and Iran - one that reduces the risk of nuclear war and makes the region and the world a safer place," he stressed.
"We are working continually to develop the means and capacity to counter Iran's destabilizing activities..." he said citing the Strait of Hormuz. We are prepared to use (inaudible) the force."
 
Biden wound up his peroration by directing these words to Israel. "It's true we disagree sometimes. But as I said last week at Israel's Independence Day celebration, we're family. I think it was Ambassador Dermer who essentially said the same thing. We drive each other nuts. But we love each other. And most of all we protect each other."
 
debkafile's Washington sources note: The Obama administration appears willing to keep on smiling towards Israel. US Secretary of State John Kerry will soon schedule a visit to Israel, after staying away for a long time, The visit will be billed as promoting Israeli-Palestinian peace talks, but his real errand will be to test the ground with Prime Minister Netanyahu and assess how successful the White House's gestures of affection have been in toning down his opposition to the nuclear deal.
 
For now, the host of critics who accused Netanyahu of causing an irreparable breach with Washington over the nuclear issue have retired to a corner.
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A Chance to Win, and 
Support Prophecy Update
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Thanks to a very generous supporter, we are offering you a chance to win both the John MacArthur 33 volumes New Testament Commentary, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary, for a donation of just $25, for each increment of $25 dollars, your name will go into a drawing. If you donate $100 dollars for example, your name will be entered four times into the drawing. This offer will run from now until the end of May, and the drawing will be held and announced on 6/1/15. 

 
Amazing set of Bible Commentaries
 
The John MacArthur 33 volume New Testament Commentary retails for $849, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary retails for $149. So that's a total of nearly $1000 dollars, but wait there's more. We will also throw in an Ultimate Set of our DVD's, including our newest DVD, CONVERGENCE. So all together this donation-drawing is worth nearly $1200, and you can enter our donation-drawing as many times as you want. 

 
 
The MacArthur NT Commentary Series, 33 Volumes (Hard Cover)

 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/6033d668-8049-4c98-ae84-d2ba4bdad06b.jpg]
 
 
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary comes from the experience, insight, and wisdom of one of the most trusted ministry leaders and Bible teachers of our day. Each volume was written to be as comprehensive and accurate as possible, dealing thoroughly with every key phrase and word in the Bible without being unduly technical. This series helps provide a better, fuller, and richer understanding of God's word while challenging all readers-no matter what their expertise-to grow in a vibrant, spiritual walk. 

 
 
The Warren Wiersbe Bible Exposition Commentary, 6 Volumes (Hard Cover)
 

 [image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/7704e072-c129-4494-8dcb-27aa639962ca.jpg] 

 
Countless pastors, teachers, and students have pored over the best-selling Be series---and now these insightful studies are available in one complete set for a spectacular price! From Genesis to Revelation, Wiersbe unpacks the meaning and message of Scripture with a skilled exposition that remains ever-mindful of practical application. 

 
A Great Addition to any Library 
 
You can add these awesome Bible Commentaries to your personal collection, give them as a gift to someone or your church or even your pastor. Most importantly, you will be helping to support this ministry! We have set up a special section on our donations page to enter this donation-drawing, please use the link below:

 
 
 http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 
You can also mail in your donation-drawing entry to:
Prophecy Update, PO Box 40516, Bakersfield, CA 93384 
, please mark your entry for Commentary Drawing, thanks!
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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I Grow Weary ... But My Spirit Is Strong! - Belle Ringer - http://www.salvationandsurvival.com/2015/05/i-grow-weary-but-my-spirit-is-strong.html
 
 
Like many of you, I look around and there is not much to lift my spirits.  I hardly recognize my country, or the world, for that matter.  I often feel as if I am the only sane person left.  I'm on the outside, looking in at the insane asylum! 
 
      Where I once felt a part of a community of people with common social values and responsibilities, I now find myself marginalized, along with those who reason as I do.  I haven't changed ... the world has!  So how am I (we) to cope?  What are our options?  Do we give in to the cultural war against moral conservatism?  Or do we continue to stand for our beliefs, strengthening those concepts against the rising tide of public opposition and antagonism?
 
      Let's face it.  It appears as if we are on the losing side in the world's march towards libertine tendencies.  Everything from our politics, to the way we are educating our children, to how we entertain ourselves  -- the world is promoting sex without moral principles and responsibilities, while roundly rejecting accepted religious opinions.  What can I -- one person who expresses herself daily to a small readership -- possibly do to counter the trend towards normalizing immorality?  I don't really think that I am going to be able to change the steamroller that is crushing the foundations of righteous conduct, do I?
 
      And I will admit that there are days that I feel the weight of trying to fight "the system" and the culture.  I want to retreat and shelter in the shadow of my God and ask Him to just cover me and my loved ones until this all rights itself, or until His Son comes to dispense His Judgment on the wicked ... either one will be fine; I am just tired of being confronted with all the negative headlines and seeing no way out. 
 
      Yet I know that I could never do that.  I am not the only person in the history of the world who was demoralized by what they saw happening around them.  All ancient civilizations have ended up at this point; they lost their moral compass and fractured internally, leaving them vulnerable to dangerous and lethal influences.  It's just my time and my turn.
 
      So, back to the fundamental question ... what is our strategy to keep from being defeated?  I think we have to come to terms with the fact that we are facing an uphill battle.  Popular sentiment is against us; the courts are certainly against us; and our Churches are not providing much leadership or guidance.  It is up to each and every one of us to strengthen ourselves through the promises that we have been given by our Savior.  We must realize that this life is temporary and our future in this world is compromised at best. 
 
      And if you count yourself as a follower of Jesus, as I do, then why are we surprised, and what do we actually hope to accomplish?  In my mind, it is futile to think we can change things.  Our Holy Book, the Bible, tells us how this is going to play out, and that we are not the winners -- at least as far as this life defines winning.  But Victory is still ours!  And, as the Apostle Paul said, [we are to] "press on toward the goal to win the [supreme and heavenly] prize to which God in Christ Jesus is calling us upward."  You see, it really is "onward and upward" ... and we must stay in the fight, if for no other reason than to encourage fellow Christians who are fearful; or to point the way to the Savior for the blind, the sick of heart, and the lost.  If I can play a part in snatching one soul out of the clutches of Satan, then whatever the future in this world has in store for me will be time and energy well-spent.  I may be weary, but I'm not defeated!
 
Isaiah 40:29    "He gives power to the faint and weary, and to him who has no might He increases strength [causing it to multiply and making it to abound]."
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Even So, Come, Lord Jesus - By Grant Phillips - http://www.raptureready.com/featured/phillips/phillips276.html 
 
    
"He who testifieth these things saith, Surely, I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen" (Revelation 22:20-21)
 
 Notice that the word "Amen" is used in both verses. Strong's dictionary has the following to say about this wonderful word.  
 
  A.      at the beginning of a discourse - surely, truly, of a truth
 
  B.      at the end - so it is, so be it, may it be fulfilled. It was a custom, which passed over from the synagogues to the Christian assemblies, that when he who had read or discoursed, had offered up solemn prayer to God, the others responded Amen, and thus made the substance of what was uttered their own.
 
  After John had transcribed all that Jesus had given him to write in this book called Revelation, he gave a resounding "Amen."
 
John knew Jesus personally. He had lived with Him, elbow to elbow, for three years. He saw everything Jesus did and heard everything He said during that time. He experienced, from a disciple's position, all that Jesus encountered while on earth. So let us understand that there was much he saw and heard concerning Jesus' time on earth that we are not aware of.
 
"And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen." (John 21:25) Notice that John also gives a resounding "Amen" in this passage.
 
 In the introductory passage above Jesus promised, "Surely, I come quickly." The Apostle Paul said that when Jesus returns it will be an instantaneous event.  
 
"In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed." (1 Corinthians 15:52)
 
 Jesus will first return for the Church, His bride, and it will happen quickly, "in the twinkling of an eye." We call this the Rapture, taken from 1 Thessalonians 4:17, "caught up." This eagerly anticipated event will then trigger Daniel's 70th week, popularly known as the Tribulation. Seven years later, at the end of the Tribulation, Jesus will return with the Church to settle an old score and jump start the 1,000 year Millennium.  
 
 The Apostle John saw Jesus as the Son of Man and the Son of God. He saw Him as the Son of Man during those three years on earth, and he saw Him as the Son of God when Jesus gave him the book of Revelation to write down for us all. John was absolutely, positively, without a doubt certain that every word of this great book would transpire exactly as Jesus said, and that includes when Jesus gave the promise of His return.  
 
 I believe Jesus is going to return. Millions of Christians world-wide today believe that Jesus is going to return. We may not all believe in the same procedure, but we do believe He is going to return. Even though there are billions who do not believe it, count it as nonsense, and could care less, the faithful are still looking upward.  
 
 Folks Jesus is definitely going to return, and He is first going to remove His Church before He administers judgment all across this globe we call earth. The very next event on His agenda is to remove His people. I do not know when, and would not dare to venture a guess. Date setters are fools. Only God knows the date.
 
 However, let us not overlook the obvious. God in His mercy has given us many, many signs that will accompany the Tribulation. Now remember, there are no signs for the Rapture, and keep in mind that the Rapture PRECEDES the Tribulation. So, since many of these signs for the Tribulation have already formed and are increasing in quantity and intensity, just as Jesus said they would, His return could be at the door.
 
"But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs." (Matthew 24:8 NASB)  
 
 As birth pangs come upon a woman about to give birth, so will be the signs Jesus mentions in Matthew chapter twenty four. Read this chapter and see for yourself just how prevalent they are today.  
 
 Also think about this, the Tribulation is actually what the Bible calls Daniel's 70th week. This is explained in Daniel 9:20-27. This period serves two purposes; (1) it fulfills the 70 weeks God allotted Israel and draws her back to Him, and (2) brings judgment upon an unbelieving world.  
 
 Now, nothing can happen unless Israel is a nation. Guess what? Israel has been a nation since May 14, 1948, but had been scattered all over the globe for nearly 2,000 years. No nation of people has ever, in the history of the world, been brought back as a nation after so long a time. They have even been brought back with their original Hebrew language, and they're ready for temple worship as soon as one is built, and it will be built probably during Daniel's 70th week.  
 
 Let me give you one other thing to think about for those of you who do not believe there will be a Rapture of the Church before the Tribulation. Let's say hypothetically that you are correct. Time is just as short either way. All the signs, remember, are for the Tribulation. Therefore, the Tribulation (Daniel's 70th week) could be right upon us.  
 
 Folks, the fig tree (Israel) is in bloom, and our Lord is coming back. Will He return in my lifetime? I think He will, but even if He doesn't, I'll meet you in the air when He does return. He promised us in Revelation 3:10 that He would keep His true Church from going through the "hour of temptation;" that is, Daniel's 70th week or as we call it, the Tribulation.  
 
 Keep looking up. This may be the day.
 
 Grant Phillips
 
 Email:  grantphillips@windstream.net   
 
 Pre-Rapture Commentary:  http://grant-phillips.blogspot.com 
Rapture Ready  http://www.raptureready.com/featured/phillips/phillips.html
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All in God's good time - Greg Laurie -
http://www.wnd.com/2015/05/all-in-gods-good-time/ 
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie offers solution for believers enduring bleak situations
 
What is bothering you right now? What is troubling you? What is concerning you? What is your need? Pray about it. Don't underestimate the power of prayer. The Scriptures tell us to "pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests" (Ephesians 6:18 NIV).A literal translation of the word pray in that verse means to "be sleepless to this end."
 
I want to tell you a story about a sleepless church that was in desperate and deep prayer. The church was coming under intense persecution, and it was facing what appeared to be a hopeless situation. A new wave of persecution was being led by King Herod, who had gone and murdered James, the brother of John. James was one of the earliest disciples of Jesus, and he was the first of the apostles to be martyred.
 
Herod, being the consummate politician, saw this pleased his constituents. So he had the undisputed leader of the church, Simon Peter, arrested. Pretty much everyone looked up to Peter. He was the spiritual leader. And it looked like Peter would be executed next. The situation looked pretty bleak.
 
So what did the church do? It unleashed its secret weapon. Acts 12 says "constant prayer was offered to God for [Peter] by the church" (Verse 5). Prayer is our secret weapon too, but we don't use it enough. Often it is the last resort. After we have tried everything else, after we have maxed out all of our credit cards and called all of our friends and exhausted all of our resources, we say, "Oh, right. God. 'Lord, help!'" The first thing we should do is pray about it.
 
All of the other doors may have been closed for Peter and the early church, but one door remained open: the door of prayer, the door into the presence of God. They brought their prayers before him.
 
But let's not miss the fact that their prayers were "offered to God." Isn't all prayer offered to God? Not necessarily. It is possible to say your prayers and not pray. We can go through ritualized requests and our little memorized prayers. Jesus said, "These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me" (Matthew 15:8 NLT). You can offer prayers to God and have no thought of God because you are thinking about yourself (or someone else).
 
Think about this: When you pray, you are talking to God Almighty. So if you have the luxury of a little time, slow down and contemplate the awesomeness of God. The prayer that changes things is prayer that is offered to God.
 
The church also prayed with passion and persistence: "constant prayer was offered to God." This was not a flippant, yawning kind of prayer: "Lord, please save Simon Peter ... or whatever." No, this was a storm-the-gates-of-heaven kind of prayer.
 
I wonder if they had prayed as fervently for James. Maybe they thought, He will get out of it. He is in prison. He got arrested. But he will get out. Then they get the news that James has been killed. And then Peter was arrested. They saw how desperate the situation was. They saw how much they needed God. They knew that if God didn't come through for them, there was no way.
 
Have you seen the urgency of your situation yet? Have you prayed like this for your marriage? For your family? For your children? For your husband? For your wife? Have you prayed like this for your church? Have you prayed like this for your nation? If we don't put any heart into our prayers, God won't put a lot of heart into answering them. God promised that his people will find him when they search for him with all their hearts (see Jeremiah 29:13).
 
Part of the problem is that we give up too soon. We think, It must not be God's will. I prayed four times for an awakening to come to America, and it didn't happen, so it must not be God's will. Keep praying. Keep seeking. Keep fasting. That is what the Bible tells us to do.
 
The church prayed and then continued to bring their needs before God. That is one of the reasons their prayers were answered. Peter wasn't released until the night before his impending execution. God could have answered the church's prayers straightaway. Instead, he took his time because it was his perfect time. That means the disciples prayed through the night. They had no guarantee their prayers would be answered in the affirmative. They didn't know whether Peter would be delivered. After all, James wasn't.
 
I don't know whether they prayed as hard for James. But if they did pray for his deliverance, God effectively said no. Sometimes we will pray for something, and God won't give us what we want. We'll say, "God didn't answer my prayer." Actually, He did. He said no.
 
And sometimes God says slow. That is essentially what he said to Moses, who wanted to deliver the Israelites from their bondage in Egypt. Let's just say that he was a little early. He took matters into his own hands and made a mess of things. So God sent him out to the wilderness to whip him into shape. It was there that God made him into the man he wanted Moses to be.
 
At other times God says grow. The apostle Paul had his thorn in the flesh. We don't know what it was, but it was some kind of physical infirmity. Maybe it was the result of one of the stonings or shipwrecks he endured. Whatever it was, Paul prayed three times for God to take it away. But God said, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness" (2 Corinthians 12:9 NKJV). God was essentially saying, "Paul, I am going to leave it in your life because it will cause you to grow spiritually."
 
The chapter opened with James dead, Peter in prison, and Herod triumphing. But it ends with Herod dead, Peter free, and the Word of God triumphing. Maybe you're in the middle of your story right now. Maybe you're thinking, This isn't going to end well. I don't think anything is going to turn it around. Don't give up. Don't underestimate the power of prayer.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: The Outer Darkness - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/the-outer-darkness/ 
 
 
I've received several questions lately asking for clarification of the term "Outer Darkness"  so here's an updated and expanded version of a study I did on the subject several years ago.  The outer darkness is mentioned a total of 4 times in the New Testament, three by name and one by implication, and always by Jesus. The term is not used any where else, Old Testament or New, by anyone else.  Those who ask about the outer darkness want to know if it's another name for the place of eternal punishment, or if it's some place different. And they want to know who's going there.
 
The problem I've had in researching this is there's no general agreement among scholars as to what it is, where it is, or even for whom it's intended.  While most experts say it's for unbelievers, some actually teach that it's a place where believers who have not properly sanctified themselves will go after the rapture.  According to these teachers,  some believers will be taken in the rapture because they believe Jesus died for their sins and rose again.  But instead of beginning their eternal life of bliss in the presence of the Lord, they'll spend the Millennium "outside, in the darkness"  learning to live a holy life so they'll be fit to dwell in the Lord's presence during eternity.  Thankfully, there's not a shred of Biblical evidence to support this view.  On the contrary, at the moment of the rapture all believers will be made perfect, conformed to the likeness of the Son (Romans 8:29, 1 John 3:2), having become in fact that which we currently are by faith (2 Cor. 5:17).
 
There's also no agreement as to whether the outer darkness is a physical location or simply a state of being. The phrase outer darkness literally means, "outside, where there is no light".  But the Greek word for darkness can be used metaphorically to mean spiritual ignorance or blindness.  An accompanying phrase describes it as a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth, which denotes extreme anguish and utter despair.  So whether you think it's a state of mind or a physical location the outer darkness is obviously not a nice place to be.
 
For many generations it was simply thought to be another name for Hell. But Hell, or more accurately Hades, is not a permanent destination. It's a temporary one that will be thrown into the Lake of Fire at the end of the Millennium (Rev. 20:14). What I read about the outer darkness leads me to believe it's a permanent state.
 
So let's take another look at its four appearances to see if we can answer some of the lingering questions about the Outer Darkness.
 
Matt. 8:5-12
 
The first time Jesus mentioned the outer darkness was in Matt. 8:12 at the end of His encounter with the Roman Centurion.
 
When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. "Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering."
 
Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him."
 
The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."
 
When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." (Matt. 8:5-12)
 
In this reference to the outer darkness, Jesus was clearly speaking to and about Israel. He was criticizing the Jews because a Gentile Roman soldier was demonstrating a stronger faith in Him than they had. He said that their lack of faith would result in people from all over the world (Gentiles) inheriting the Kingdom, while the Jews, who were the Kingdom's intended subjects, would be thrown into the outer darkness, a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth.
 
Israel was then (and will be again) God's Kingdom on Earth. The Lord repeated His warning to them in Matt. 21:43 when He said, "Therefore I tell you that the Kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit." It's obvious that the Lord believed they were the subjects of the Kingdom or else why would He threaten to take it away from them?
 
So in His first mention of the outer darkness the Lord warned the Jewish people of His time that at the End of the Age, Gentile believers like the Centurion would join the Jewish patriarchs at the Feast inaugurating the Kingdom Age while they themselves would be thrown outside into the darkness for failing to recognize their Messiah.
 
Matt 22:1-14
 
The next time He mentioned it was in Matt. 22:13 as part of His parable of the Wedding Banquet.
 
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: "The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.
 
"Then he sent some more servants and said, 'Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.'
 
"But they paid no attention and went off-one to his field, another to his business. The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.
 
"Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.' So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. "But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 'Friend,' he asked, 'how did you get in here without wedding clothes?' The man was speechless.
 
"Then the king told the attendants, 'Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'
 
"For many are invited, but few are chosen." (Matt. 22:1-14)
 
There are three things to keep in mind here. First, the bride is never mentioned in this parable. Second, a bride is not considered a last minute guest and in any case could never be thrown out of her own wedding.  And third, the banquet follows the wedding, so in the context of the parable the wedding has already taken place.
 
To accept the view that this parable is about the Church you have to ignore these facts. Then you have to assume that some in the Church are the Bride while others are not.  But the Bible never even hints of that. It's a man made conclusion without any support. If we're saved, we're in the Church and if we're in the Church we're the Bride of Christ (2 Cor. 11:2).
 
In parables everything is symbolic of something else, and the Bible always explains what they stand for.  Isaiah 61:10 explains that the wedding clothes represent righteousness;
 
I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
 
Here's how I see it. In Rev. 16:15, just after the 6th Bowl judgment and long after the church has departed, the Lord said, "Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed."
 
He was alluding to the fact that the Doctrine of Eternal Security will expire with the Rapture, a fact that Jesus also taught in the Parable of the 10 Virgins. Tribulation believers will be saved by faith, just like everyone else, but will be responsible for keeping themselves saved, or as John said, keeping their clothes with them.  Rev. 14:12 says they will do this by obeying God's commandments and remaining faithful to Jesus.
 
The man ejected from the banquet was a last minute guest. He represents tribulation survivors, none of whom are part of the Church. He was trying to receive the blessing of those invited to the wedding banquet that occurs at the time of the 2nd Coming (Rev. 19:9).  The wedding banquet represents the Millennium.  But He either hadn't remained faithful and had lost his salvation, or never was saved at all.  Remember the servants invited both the "good" and the "bad" and it isn't clear whether this man had wedding clothes and lost them, or never had them in the first place.  Either way, the point is He was there in His own righteousness and it was insufficient.  When he tried to gain entrance into the banquet, he was discovered and ejected.
 
So the 2nd reference applies to unbelieving survivors from the Great Tribulation who will be denied a place in the Kingdom for lack of the righteousness that comes by faith, and banished to the outer darkness instead.
 
Matt. 24:45-51
 
Next is the Parable of the Servants
 
Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions.
 
But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, 'My master is staying away a long time,' and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matt. 24:45-51)
 
This parable has only an implied reference to the outer darkness, calling it a place for hypocrites where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matt. 24:51). Since the phrase "weeping and gnashing of teeth" accompanies every other mention of the outer darkness, I think it's safe to include it in our study. The timing of this parable was established as early as Matt. 24:29-30 which makes every thing that follows pertain to people on Earth at the time of the 2nd Coming. As a matter of fact, all the Olivet Discourse parables describe the destinies of Tribulation Survivors. You can easily confirm this by also looking at Matt. 24:36-37, Matt. 25:1, and Matt. 25:14.
 
The Parable Of The Servants is about those who will have held positions of spiritual leadership during the Great Tribulation. In the Millennial Kingdom, the Lord will elevate leaders who have kept the word of God through the intense hardship and persecution of the times, and have taught sound doctrine to the flocks entrusted to them, to a place of authority.  (Remember, no Tribulation survivor will enter the New Jerusalem, but will dwell on Earth during the Lord's Millennial reign.)
 
But having forsaken the truth, the wicked servants will no longer be watching for the Lord's return, ignoring the obvious fulfillment of prophecy all around them and ridiculing those whose child-like faith sustains them. They are the worst of all enemies because they'll look and sound like friends. They're like the one John describes as appearing to have the authority of the Lamb but who speaks the words of the Dragon (Rev. 13:11). The Greek word translated hypocrite was often used to describe an actor or pretender, someone who appears to be something he's not. So for the third time we see the Outer Darkness as a place for unbelievers. In this case it's those who have betrayed the trust placed in them.
 
Matt. 25:14-30
 
The Lord's final reference to the outer darkness appears at the end of the Parable of the Talents.
 
"Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.
 
"After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.'
 
"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'
 
"The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.'
 
"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'
 
"Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.'
 
"His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.
 
" 'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' (Matt. 25:14-30)
 
Like the other Olivet Discourse parables, the timing of this one is after the 2nd coming, the judgment is on Earth, and the man who had his only talent confiscated demonstrated a complete lack of knowledge of and faith in his master. He thought of Him as a hard man who accepted credit He didn't deserve and he was afraid the master would treat him unfairly.  This person can't be a believer because no believer feels that way about Jesus. His punishment is to be consigned to the outer darkness.
 
So in all four cases, the ones being judged are unbelievers and their punishment is to live in a state of total obscurity where they will experience extreme anguish and utter despair. The fact that there's no expanded teaching on the outer darkness elsewhere in the Bible leads me to believe the Lord was speaking of a place we're already familiar with, but describing it in a way that helps us understand how it will feel to be there.
 
Remember, the words obscurity, extreme anguish and utter despair are associated with the outer darkness. To be there is to be cut off from the presence of the Lord and everyone else, existing in total obscurity. The dictionary defines anguish as excruciating or acute distress, suffering, or pain, and despair as a state of utter hopelessness.
 
That, my friends, is the consequence of unbelief. Whether you call it Hell, Hades, Gehenna, the Lake of Fire, or the Outer Darkness,  you wouldn't want your worst enemy to spend even an hour there.
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