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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Merkel to Rivlin: Nuclear agreement unlikely to be reached with Iran
Top Khamenei Advisor: We Have Divine Permission to Destroy Israel
Obama Expects Israel to Work Towards 'Two-State Solution'
Obama sees 'difficult path' on Israel-Palestinian conflict 
European leaders call for campaign of pressure on Netanyahu
Yesh Din petitions High Court to return land to Palestinians 
Makovsky: Most land tenders announced during peace talks were agreed to by Abbas
Netanyahu: Israel is the focus of contemporary anti-Semitism
Emergency Knesset meeting held to address Ethiopian-Israeli community needs
Which side of the debate will the ICC support on war crimes allegations against the IDF? 
Lebanon turns to UNIFIL to end air, sea, land 'border violations' by Israel
'Defensive walls and long-range strikes' - the key for Israel in a chaotic region 
Report: Hezbollah leader being treated for heart attack
Focus on ISIS, Libya as NATO foreign ministers meet
NATO says will look at what more it can do in fight against Islamic State
Iraq says Islamic State's destruction of historical sites is cover for looting
Syrian rebels claim Nasrallah suffered stroke
Inspectors in Syria Find Traces of Banned Military Chemicals
White House urges Iran to use UN hub for Yemen relief
Report: Iranian warships will escort Yemen-bound cargo ship
Iran threatens war if 'aid ship' to Yemen attacked
Obama bets that US-Gulf alliance can survive tensions over Iran 
Saudi FM says US-Gulf summit to focus on 'aggressive' Iran
Saudi-led air strikes hit Yemen capital hours before ceasefire 
Gunmen kill 41 Ismailis on bus in Pakistan's Karachi 
Britain to announce new laws on Islamic extremism
Ukraine crisis: Kerry has 'frank' meeting with Putin
South Korean Media: North Korea executes defense chief on treason charges 
Pentagon weighs sending planes, ships near disputed South China Sea reefs
Voters Worry Military Exercises May Lead to Federal Control Of States
Illinois police will use drones, won't say 'drones'
Vancouver man says neighbor spied on son with drone
Worker fired for disabling GPS app that tracked her 24 hours a day
Germany gives huge amount of phone, text data to U.S.: report
Artificial intelligence experts are building the world's angriest robot. Should you be scared?
Zeitgesit 2015: Stephen Hawking warns computers will overtake humans within 100 years
Elon Musk fears Google CEO Larry Page could accidentally create a robot army to destroy humanity
Robot swarms controlled with single-finger tablet swipe
Cannes Crackdown: 465 Closed-Circuit Cameras, SWAT-Style Cops Part of Massively Beefed-Up Security
Stress of Baltimore unrest could stay with residents for a while
Police Officers: Morale Is Low In Departments Across The Country
FBI: Number of Police Officers Killed On-Duty Up By 89 Percent In 2014
Subway employee fired for lauding cop-killing. Rise of incivility or just poor filters?
Judge to release 1,000 illegals from detention due to overcrowding
Moody's downgrades Chicago debt to 'junk' with negative outlook
Greek PM says time for action from lenders, IMF payment scrapes by
Greece warns it will run out of cash in two weeks
Dozens killed after magnitude-7.3 earthquake strikes Nepal
Hundreds search for missing U.S. helicopter after second Nepal quake kills scores
Japan rocked by 6.9 earthquake near Fukishima
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Bharatpur, Nepal
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Bitung, Indonesia
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Panguna, Papua New Guinea
Sakurajima volcano in Japan erupts to 14,000ft
Nicaraguan volcano dusts towns in ash
Typhoon Dolphin to Threaten Guam Later This Week
More Flooding Headed to Texas, Oklahoma This Week
Water Theft Becomes Common Consequence of Ongoing California Drought
Taiwan lifts water rationing as drought eases
'Substantial' El Nino event predicted
Pope says environmental sinners will face God's judgment for world hunger 
Bird flu outbreak hits Nebraska poultry farm: USDA
Egg, turkey meat prices begin to rise as bird flu spreads 
Drug-resistant typhoid 'concerning'
Flakka: Zombie-State Inducing Designer Drug Flakka as Potent, Addictive as Bath Salts, New Study Says
First baby born with IVF that uses stem cells to pep up old eggs
Arizona woman charged after allegedly faking cancer to receive abortion
Ban on Gay Blood Donors May End
Study: Americans becoming less Christian, more secular 
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Vatican recognizes state of Palestine in new treaty
1. Netanyahu: Nuclear talks continue even as official says Iran has God's approval to destroy Israel    
1. Some 250 Hezbollah dead in Qalamoun battle - Nasrallah pushes Lebanese army to enter Syrian war
1. God's Judgment Is Coming to America and 'It's Going to Be Ugly,' Says Billy Graham's Daughter Anne Graham Lotz
1. The prophetic decline of Christianity in America 
1. The Greatest Water Crisis in the History of the United States
1. Now THIS Is Profitable For Teaching!
1. Daily Devotion: A Preacher of Righteousness
1. Featured Article: America, the Babylon of Modern Times?          
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Vatican recognizes state of Palestine in new treaty - http://www.timesofisrael.com/vatican-recognizes-state-of-palestine-in-new-treaty/
 
 
Jerusalem says move not conducive to peace, will consider 'next steps,' after Holy See announcement ahead of weekend meeting between Pope, Abbas
 
The Vatican officially recognized the state of Palestine in a new treaty Wednesday, drawing criticism from Jerusalem. 
 
The treaty, which was finalized Wednesday but still has to be signed, makes clear that the Holy See has switched its diplomatic relations from the Palestinian Liberation Organization to the state of Palestine.
 
The Vatican had welcomed the decision by the UN General Assembly in 2012 to recognize a Palestinian state.
 
But the treaty is the first legal document negotiated between the Holy See and the Palestinian state and constitutes an official recognition.
 
Israeli officials criticized the Vatican announcement.
 
"We're disappointed by the decision taken by the Holy See. We believe that such a decision is not conducive to bringing the Palestinians back to the negotiating table," Foreign Ministry spokesperson Emmanuel Nahshon told The Times of Israel.
 
"Israel will study the agreement and consider its next steps accordingly," a brief statement from the ministry said.
 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas is due to see Pope Francis on Saturday before the canonization of two new saints from the Holy Land a day later.
 
The text of the treaty "deals with essential aspects of the life and activity of the Catholic Church in Palestine," a Vatican statement said Wednesday.
 
"Both Parties agreed that the work of the Commission on the text of the Agreement has been concluded, and that the agreement will be submitted to the respective authorities for approval ahead of setting a date in the near future for the signing."
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Netanyahu: Nuclear talks continue even as official says Iran has God's approval to destroy Israel - http://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/Politics-And-Diplomacy/Netanyahu-Nuclear-talks-continue-even-as-official-says-Iran-has-Gods-approval-to-destroy-Israel-402939
 
 
The historical lesson from World War Two is not to back down from an extremist regime whose platform includes genocide and conquering other states, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Wednesday, referring to the Iranian regime. 
 
Netanyahu was speaking at a special Victory Day ceremony in the Knesset on Wednesday marking 70 years since the capitulation of the Nazis to the Soviet Union. 
 
"Against the enemies of freedom, enlightenment and progress we need to stand firm and in a timely manner, in order to prevent them from using weapons of mass destruction in order to realize their murderous agendas," the prime minister said.   
 
Netanyahu quoted a senior Iranian official who he said was quoted in Arab media sources on Wednesday as saying that Iran has God's permission to liquidate Israel. 
 
"These statements are being heard by the representatives taking part in negotiations with Iran over its nuclear program, and the talks continue as normal," Netanyahu said.  
 
"We need to stand firm to prevent the Iranians from using weapons of mass destruction to carry out their will against Israel," Netanyahu added.  
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Some 250 Hezbollah dead in Qalamoun battle. Nasrallah pushes Lebanese army to enter Syrian war -http://www.debka.com/article/24595/Some-250-Hizballah-dead-in-Qalamoun-battle-Nasrallah-pushes-Lebanese-army-to-enter-Syrian-war-
   
 
 
Amid Hezbollah's rising war losses, its leader Hassan Nasrallah strongly urged the Lebanese chief of staff Gen. Jean Kahwagi to send his troops into battle over the strategic Qalamoun Mountain, alongside Hezbollah and the Syrian army, debkafile's military sources disclose. Nasrallah argued that the time had come for the Lebanese army to take a hand in the fighting, since the Syrian rebels led by Al Qaeda's Syrian arm, the Nusra Front, were shelling the eastern Beqaa Valley of Lebanon from their Syrian strongholds on the mountain that sits athwart the Syrian-Lebanese border.  Thousands of jihadis, he said, were seizing land around the northeastern Lebanese villages of Arsal and Nahleh.
 
Another of Nasrallah's demands was for Gen. Kahwagi to bring out the Lebanese army's heavy artillery to shell rebel Qalamoun concentrations, positions and moving vehicles, because they endangered Lebanese national security.
 
 The Lebanese general gave the Hezbollah chief a flat no. He declared the Lebanese army would not "slip" into any war inside the Syrian area of Qalamoun where Hezbollah and the Syrian army are currently fighting jihadis, but added: "The army is ready to confront any assault on Lebanese sovereignty and push back any infiltration by militants."
 
Tuesday, May 12, in Beirut, US Ambassador David Hale interceded in the argument: "I would say that ISIS posed no threat to Lebanon until Hezbollah went into the war in Syria and that provided the magnet that drew these terrorists here."
 
Listing the American weapons reaching Beirut of late, as Hellfire missiles fired from helicopters against ground targets, precision guided missiles and howitzers, the ambassador said firmly: "This is exactly what they (the Lebanese army) need to target this particular terrorism phenomenon."
 
debkafile's military and counter-terrorism sources don't believe that the Lebanese army chief will be able to hold out for long against the gradual ISIS and Nusra slide into his country. At the moment, the intruders are mostly fleeing Islamists, driven by the Syrian army and Hezbollah from their mountain positions and out of the eastern Lebanese border districts close to the battle front.
 
 But although the Syrian army and Hezbollah are claiming to have taken strategic hills in the volatile border region last week, the battle is far from over and does not appear to be anywhere near a clear resolution.
 
Even when Syria and Hezbollah do achieve a local gain here or there, fresh ISIS and Nusra forces keep on pouring back - mostly from the north - to constantly open up new battlefronts on the Qalamoun mountains. Their commanders have already grasped that no one will stop them slipping back and forth between Syria and Lebanon - both to escape Syrian and Hezbollah fire and meanwhile to hit Hezbollah's rear strongholds in the Lebanese Beqaa.
 
Hezbollah's death toll in battle is soaring disastrously - at least 250 reported in the last few days, including 9 senior commanders.
 
 Most military and intelligence experts agree that, as time goes by, however hard they try, the United States and Lebanese army will not be able to stem the jihadists' spillover into the Beqaa Valley.
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A Chance to Win, and 
Support Prophecy Update
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Thanks to a very generous supporter, we are offering you a chance to win both the John MacArthur 33 volumes New Testament Commentary, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary, for a donation of just $25, for each increment of $25 dollars, your name will go into a drawing. If you donate $100 dollars for example, your name will be entered four times into the drawing. This offer will run from now until the end of May, and the drawing will be held and announced on 6/1/15. 

 
Amazing set of Bible Commentaries
 
The John MacArthur 33 volume New Testament Commentary retails for $849, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary retails for $149. So that's a total of nearly $1000 dollars, but wait there's more. We will also throw in an Ultimate Set of our DVD's, including our newest DVD, CONVERGENCE. So all together this donation-drawing is worth nearly $1200, and you can enter our donation-drawing as many times as you want. 

 
 
The MacArthur NT Commentary Series, 33 Volumes (Hard Cover)

 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/6033d668-8049-4c98-ae84-d2ba4bdad06b.jpg]
 
 
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary comes from the experience, insight, and wisdom of one of the most trusted ministry leaders and Bible teachers of our day. Each volume was written to be as comprehensive and accurate as possible, dealing thoroughly with every key phrase and word in the Bible without being unduly technical. This series helps provide a better, fuller, and richer understanding of God's word while challenging all readers-no matter what their expertise-to grow in a vibrant, spiritual walk. 

 
 
The Warren Wiersbe Bible Exposition Commentary, 6 Volumes (Hard Cover)
 

 [image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/7704e072-c129-4494-8dcb-27aa639962ca.jpg] 

 
Countless pastors, teachers, and students have pored over the best-selling Be series---and now these insightful studies are available in one complete set for a spectacular price! From Genesis to Revelation, Wiersbe unpacks the meaning and message of Scripture with a skilled exposition that remains ever-mindful of practical application. 

 
A Great Addition to any Library 
 
You can add these awesome Bible Commentaries to your personal collection, give them as a gift to someone or your church or even your pastor. Most importantly, you will be helping to support this ministry! We have set up a special section on our donations page to enter this donation-drawing, please use the link below:

 
 
 http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 
You can also mail in your donation-drawing entry to:
Prophecy Update, PO Box 40516, Bakersfield, CA 93384 
, please mark your entry for Commentary Drawing, thanks!
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
 
 
	[image: CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs]

	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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God's Judgment Is Coming to America and 'It's Going to Be Ugly,' Says Billy Graham's Daughter Anne Graham Lotz - Leonardo Blair -
http://www.christianpost.com/news/gods-judgment-is-coming-to-america-and-its-going-to-be-ugly-says-billy-grahams-daughter-anne-graham-lotz-139037/ 

 
 
In the delivery of a warning from God she says almost made the hair stand up on the back of her neck when she got it, Billy Graham's Daughter, Anne Graham Lotz, said God's judgement is coming to America and "it's going to be ugly."
 
"This past spring, Joel Rosenberg and I taught through the book of Joel as we led a prophecy seminar at The Billy Graham Training Center at The Cove. It was my privilege to give the first two messages that covered Joel 1:1 through Joel 2:17. The impact on me was profound," wrote Lotz in a post on her website on April 30.
 
"Both times, when I stepped off of the platform, I knew God had spoken. The messages almost made the hair stand up on the back of my neck. Why? Because God was clearly warning that His judgment is coming on America and on our world, and it's going to be ugly. I knew it then, and I know it now," she noted.
 
"I believe Jesus is soon to return to take all of His followers to Heaven with Him in what is referred to as the Rapture. While this will be deliverance for His people, can you imagine the impact on our nation, let alone the world, when suddenly every single authentic Christian disappears?" she asked.
 
"Institutions will collapse. Banks will close. The Stock Market will plunge. Planes will fall out of the sky. Cars will crash on the road. Government in America at every level will disintegrate. Families will be torn apart. In the unprecedented turmoil, our nation will be vulnerable for our enemies to seize the moment and attack us. There will be mass chaos, confusion, fear, grief, despair, anger, threats, danger... judgment," she added.
 
As a result of this warning, Lotz has announced the MAYDAY Prayer Initiative.
 
"In these days of desperation and confusion, hopelessness and helplessness, when mountains are collapsing, nations are warring, people are rioting, the Earth is quaking, and the enemy is threatening, it's time to cry out to the Lord! Now!" explained a note on the initiative.
 
Lotz called for a period of prayer and fasting for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit from May 15 to 23 - the nine days between the day of the Ascension of Jesus and the Day of Pentecost.
 
"On each of those nine days, join Anne Graham Lotz and thousands of other followers of Jesus Christ, as together we implore God to save us from our distress. Before Jesus comes and judgment falls," noted the initiative.
 
Those joining the initiative are being asked to pray for one hour each day.
 
"For those who sign up, I will provide a prayer I have written personally for each of the nine days, as well as a brief video message, so that we pray with one accord. Before it's too late and judgment falls on our nation," Lotz said.
 
https://youtu.be/9iLMolYxJlE 
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The prophetic decline of Christianity in America - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
We don't need a poll to show us the decline in Christianity in America. Just turn on the television. What would have been considered soft porn a decade ago permeates commercials and prime time TV. Public school systems aren't debating allowing same sex restrooms, they are doing it. The idea of same sex marriage hardly whispered 15 years ago is now supported by several mainline churches. Sacrificing the unborn on the altar of personal convenience, American babies are being aborted by the millions. The local-state-federal government is successfully removing God from the public square. So when Pew Research says Christianity in America has declined to 70.8% of the population, no surprise here.
 
Since 2007, the US Christian population declined 7.8 percentage points, or about 10%. Meanwhile the largest increase in religious affiliation was noticed in Muslims, experiencing a 50% growth rate and becoming nearly 1% of the population. The outflow away from Christianity since 2007 essentially was matched by an increase in atheism, agnosticism or nothing at all. Pew writes: "While the drop in Christian affiliation is particularly pronounced among young adults, it is occurring among Americans of all ages. The same trends are seen among whites, blacks and Latinos; among both college graduates and adults with only a high school education; and among women as well as men."
 
The research indicates that the median age of those becoming unaffiliated with Christianity is dropping each year. We are losing the young folk. This research is a condemnation of the job the church is doing. The Great Commission as given by Jesus Christ in Matthew 28:19-20 says, "Go you therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen." Jesus didn't tell us to go out and make disciples of manmade doctrines of emotionalism, self-indulgence and extra-biblical precepts. 
 
The church has in general moved away from teaching and holding accountable to sound doctrine. It is not in the business of making disciples of Christ, but rather of other strange things. The Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 4:3-4, "For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they draw to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto myths." And it is true. Paul's solution is found in verse 2: "Preach the word; be diligent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine." This comes by knowing the word, holding to Christ's standard. That's how the church grows.
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The Greatest Water Crisis in the History of the United States - By Michael Snyder - http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/the-greatest-water-crisis-in-the-history-of-the-united-states
 
 
What are we going to do once all the water is gone?  Thanks to the worst drought in more than 1,000 years, the western third of the country is facing the greatest water crisis that the United States has ever seen.  Lake Mead is now the lowest that it has ever been since the Hoover Dam was finished in the 1930s, mandatory water restrictions have already been implemented in the state of California, and there are already widespread reports of people stealing water in some of the worst hit areas.  But this is just the beginning.  Right now, in a desperate attempt to maintain somewhat "normal" levels of activity, water is being pumped out of the ground in the western half of the nation at an absolutely staggering pace.  Once that irreplaceable groundwater is gone, that is when the real crisis will begin.  If this multi-year drought stretches on and becomes the "mega drought" that a lot of scientists are now warning about, life as we know it in much of the country is going to be fundamentally transformed and millions of Americans may be forced to find somewhere else to live.
 
Simply put, this is not a normal drought.  What the western half of the nation is experiencing right now is highly unusual.  In fact, scientists tell us that California has not seen anything quite like this in at least 1,200 years...
 
Analyzing tree rings that date back to 800 A.D. - a time when Vikings were marauding Europe and the Chinese were inventing gunpowder - there is no three-year period when California's rainfall has been as low and its temperatures as hot as they have been from 2012 to 2014, the researchers found.
 
Much of the state of California was once a desert, and much of it is now turning back into a desert.  The same thing can also be said about much of Arizona and much of Nevada.  We never really should have built massive, sprawling cities such as Las Vegas and Phoenix in the middle of the desert.  But the 20th century was the wettest century for western North America in about 1,000 years, and we got lulled into a false sense of security.
 
At this point, the water level in Lake Mead has hit a brand new record low, and authorities are warning that official water rationing could soon begin for both Arizona and Nevada...
 
Lake Mead, the largest reservoir in the US, has hit its lowest level ever. Feeding California, Nevada and Arizona, it can hold a mind-boggling 35 cubic kilometres of water. But it has been many years since it was at capacity, and the situation is only getting worse.
 
"We're only at 38 percent full. Lake Mead hasn't been this low since we were filling it in the 1930s," said a spokeswoman for the US Bureau of Reclamation in Las Vegas.
 
If it gets much lower - and with summer approaching and a dwindling snowpack available to replenish it, that looks likely - official rationing will begin for Arizona and Nevada.
 
And did you know that the once mighty Colorado River no longer even reaches the ocean?  Over 40 million people depend upon this one river, and because the Colorado is slowly dying an enormous amount of water is being pumped out of the ground in a crazed attempt to carry on with business as usual...
 
The Colorado River currently supplies water to more than 40 million people from Denver to Los Angeles (as well as Las Vegas, Phoenix, Tucson, San Diego, Salt Lake City, Albuquerque, and Santa Fe-none of which lie directly on the river). According to one recent study, 16 million jobs and $1.4 trillion in annual economic activity across the West depend on the Colorado. As the river dries up, farmers and cities have turned to pumping groundwater. In just the last 10 years, the Colorado Basin has lost 15.6 cubic miles of subsurface freshwater, an amount researchers called "shocking." Once an official shortage is declared, Arizona farmers will increase their rate of pumping even further, to blunt the effect of an anticipated sharp cutback.
 
The same kind of thing is going on in the middle part of the country.  Farmers are pumping water out of the rapidly shrinking Ogallala Aquifer so fast that a major crisis in the years ahead is virtually guaranteed...
 
 
Farther east, the Ogallala Aquifer under the High Plains is also shrinking because of too much demand. When the Dust Bowl overtook the Great Plains in the 1930s, the Ogallala had been discovered only recently, and for the most part it wasn't tapped then to help ease the drought. But large-scale center-pivot irrigation transformed crop production on the plains after World War II, allowing water-thirsty crops like corn and alfalfa for feeding livestock.
 
But severe drought threatens the southern plains again, and water is being unsustainably drawn from the southern Ogallala Aquifer. The northern Ogallala, found near the surface in Nebraska, is replenished by surface runoff from rivers originating in the Rockies. But farther south in Texas and New Mexico, water lies hundreds of feet below the surface, and does not recharge. Sandra Postel wrote here last month that the Ogallala Aquifer water level in the Texas Panhandle has dropped by up to 15 feet in the past decade, with more than three-quarters of that loss having come during the drought of the past five years. A recent Kansas State University study said that if farmers in Kansas keep irrigating at present rates, 69 percent of the Ogallala Aquifer will be gone in 50 years.
 
At one time, most of us took water completely for granted.
 
But now that it is becoming "the new oil", people are starting to look at water much differently.  Sadly, this even includes thieves...
 
With the state of California mired in its fourth year of drought and a mandatory 25 percent reduction in water usage in place, reports of water theft have become common.
 
In April, The Associated Press reported that huge amounts of water went missing from the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and a state investigation was launched. The delta is a vital body of water, serving 23 million Californians as well as millions of farm acres, according to the Association for California Water Agencies.
 
The AP reported in February that a number of homeowners in Modesto, California, were fined $1,500 for allegedly taking water from a canal. In another instance, thieves in the town of North San Juan stole hundreds of gallons of water from a fire department tank.
 
In case you are wondering, of course this emerging water crisis is going to deeply affect our food supply.  More than 40 percent of all our fruits and vegetables are grown in the state of California, so this drought is going to end up hitting all of us in the wallet one way or another.
 
And this water crisis is not the only major threat that our food supply is facing at the moment.  A horrific outbreak of the bird flu has already killed more than 20 million turkeys and chickens, and the price of eggs has already gone up substantially...
 
The cost of a carton of large eggs in the Midwest has jumped nearly 17 percent to $1.39 a dozen from $1.19 since mid-April when the virus began appearing in Iowa's chicken flocks and farmers culled their flocks to contain any spread.
 
A much bigger increase has emerged in the eggs used as ingredients in processed products like cake mix and mayonnaise, which account for the majority of what Iowa produces. Those eggs have jumped 63 percent to $1.03 a dozen from 63 cents in the last three weeks, said Rick Brown, senior vice president of Urner Barry, a commodity market analysis firm.
 
Most of us are accustomed to thinking of the United States as a land of seemingly endless resources, but now we are really starting to bump up against some of our limitations.
 
Despite all of our technology, the truth is that we are still exceedingly dependent on the weather patterns that produce rain and snow for us.
 
For years, I have been warning that Dust Bowl conditions would be returning to the western half of the country, and thanks to this multi-year drought we can now see it slowly happening all around us.
 
And if this drought continues to stretch on, things are going to get worse than this.
 
Much worse.
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Now THIS Is Profitable For Teaching! - Belle Ringer - http://www.salvationandsurvival.com/2015/05/now-this-is-profitable-for-teaching.html
 
 
     Every once in awhile there is a bright spot in our culture; a moment that lets us know that God's remnant is still living and active in speaking Him into the world.  And, occasionally, that voice comes from the heart of a generally godless segment of our society -- and it is like rain falling on parched ground.
 
     Such was the case when Academy-Award winning actor Denzel Washington gave the commencement address to the graduates of Dillard University, a private, historically black liberal arts college in New Orleans.  He promised a short speech, with three very simple recommendations.  His first words of advice were succinct and to the point:  "Number one," he said slowly and resolutely.  "Put. God. First!"  No better counsel was ever given to a college graduate.
 
      "Put God first in everything you do," Washington continued to loud cheers. "Everything I have is by the grace of God. Understand that. It's a gift."  Bravo!  That's exactly what this entitlement generation needs to here.  Furthermore, he shared that he got off to a rocky start in his college career, nearly flunking out, until one day a woman in his mother's beauty parlor prophesied that God had a plan for him, and he would one day "travel the world and speak to millions of people."  He went on to state that throughout his long and successful career,  "the most important thing that stayed with me [since that moment] is that I've been protected, I've been directed, I've been corrected. I've kept God in my life and it's kept me humble." 
 
     Hopefully those graduating seniors heard the subtle message ... It's not all about YOU!  If God is at the center of their lives, then they will reap both the challenges and the rewards of a life lived according to His purpose and will.  It won't be easy, but if they heard one thing from the accomplished actor, I hope it was this:  "I didn't always stick with Him, but He's always stuck with me."
 
     Advice Number Two: Washington encouraged the students to take chances: "fail big and dream big".  He continued:  "Dreams without goals are just dreams, and if one doesn't have goals, then those dreams just ultimately fuel disappointment.  In order to achieve these goals, you must apply discipline and consistency.  Working hard is what successful people do." 
 
      "In this text, tweet, twerk world you've grown up in, remember this ... just because you're doing a lot more (and here he imitated the motions of furious texting), it doesn't mean you're getting a lot more done.  Don't confuse movement with progress."  He cautioned that it is a big world out there; a mean world, and it can be scary.  But they should pursue what they are passionate about.  "Don't be afraid to go outside the box, or think outside the box... and continue to strive for your goals."
 
      Advice Number Three:  "You'll never see a U-Haul behind a hearse.  You can't take it with you... and it's not how much you have.  It's what you do with what you have.  We all have different gifts that we can utilize to achieve success.  But the most selfish thing in this world you can do is help someone else.  Why is that selfish?  Because of the gratification and goodness that comes to you ... there's nothing better than that.  That's where the joy is!  That's where the success is!"  At the end of their lives, it's how they lived that counts, not what things they amassed. 
 
      As he concluded his short speech (only 10 minutes long), he closed with this advice:  "I pray that you put your slippers way under your bed tonight, so that when you wake up in the morning you have to get on your knees to reach them ... And while you're down there, say thank you. Thank you for grace, thank you for mercy, thank you for understanding, thank you for wisdom, thank you for parents, thank you for love, thank you for kindness, thank you for humility, thank you for peace, thank you for prosperity. Say thank you in advance for what's already yours.  True desire in the heart for anything good is God's proof to you, sent beforehand, to indicate that it's yours already."  He repeated that last statement to get across his point ... whatever itch or desire they had to do something good was God's proof that He had put it in their heart, and it was their's to claim.  He further admonished them to work hard to get it, and "when you get it, reach back and pull someone else up ... each one, teach one."
 
      Wow!  This man gets it!  He just combined several Scriptural passages of hope all into one simple address ... and finished it up with the advice to say, "Thank You!"  In his wise words, we hear familiar teachings from the Bible ...  God knows the plans He has for your future, and the hope He wants to give you; if you trust in the Lord with all your heart, He will direct your path; those who love God will find that all things work together for good and God's purpose [which He knows beforehand]; Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established.
 
      With a simple testimony of the role God has played in his life, and the admonition to be grateful for the gifts they've received, Denzel Washington managed to give those graduating seniors a recipe for success.  "Don't just aspire to make a living," he concluded -- emphasizing each word with emotion -- "aspire to make a difference."  If they follow that advice, they will be prosperous in the things that matter in this world, while at the same time, storing up great treasures in heaven.  I can't think of any better words of wisdom for this generation.
 
Deuteronomy 32:2-3     "My message shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the light rain upon the tender grass, and as the showers upon the herb. For I will proclaim the name [and presence] of the Lord. Concede and ascribe greatness to our God."
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Daily Devotion: A Preacher of Righteousness - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
 
Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. -1 Corinthians 3:5-6
 
George Smith thought his ministry was a failure. He felt called to Africa, but he was only there for a short time as a missionary when he was driven from the country. He left behind one convert, a woman. Not long after that, George Smith died on his knees, praying for Africa.
 
Some years later, a group of men stumbled onto the place in Africa where George Smith had ministered. They found a copy of the Scriptures he had left behind, and they met the one convert of his ministry, who led them to the Lord. Later a missions organization did a study and determined that 100 years after George Smith left Africa, 13,000 people had come to faith through his ministry as one person reached another, who reached another, and so on.
 
The Bible calls Noah "a preacher of righteousness" (see 2 Peter 2:5), yet he lived for 120 years without ever seeing a single convert. He stands as an example of all those faithful witnesses out there who don't see a lot of results.
 
Are you one of those people? Maybe you have been talking to your family for years, and not one has come to believe in Jesus. Maybe you have shared your faith with your neighbors and coworkers but have never had anyone believe as a result of your testimony. You feel that you're the worst evangelist of all time.
 
But it isn't over until it's over. Your job is to be faithful. Your job is to do your part and leave the results in the hands of God. When we stand before the Lord one day, it isn't going to be about quantity; it is going to be about why and if you were faithful to do what the Lord set before you to do.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
  



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	FEATURED ARTICLE



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
 
Featured Article: America, the Babylon of Modern Times? - By Grant Phillips - http://www.raptureready.com/featured/phillips/phillips278.html
 
    
 In Terry James' article, "Rethinking Babylon the Great," he gave us something to think about. This has been on my mind for some time, and I too wonder if we are not who Revelation eighteen is speaking. I am certainly not a scholar of prophecy, but I do have my own opinions.  
 
 I have heard great men of God explain why America (USA) cannot be the Babylon of Revelation, and their arguments are very sound. I respect what they say, but I am still bothered with questions that cannot be answered, at least for me. It appears more and more, that there has to be at least a possibility that America really is Babylon the Great of the modern world.  
 
 One question that has haunted me comes from Revelation 18:15. A long period of time would need to transpire in order for the "merchants" to be so engrained in doing business with Babylon and becoming so wealthy. I do not see this playing out in Iraq, but I do see it as already fulfilled in America (USA). America is the business hub of the world and has been for a long period of time. I personally believe that the Rapture is very close, and very little time will elapse between the Rapture and the start of Daniel's 70th week (the Tribulation).  
 
 Another point that comes to mind is the gross immorality of Babylon the Great, and again, America is the leading provider of smut. Sexual deviancies that we would not even want to think about, let alone mention, are freely available in our society.  
 
 Another, the nations of the world all come together on a regular basis in one of our major cities, New York, called the United Nations. With open arms we have supported this corrupt organization and allowed its atrocities in our land.
 
 The United States of America has been blessed more than any nation in history. I think God brought us together, miraculously by the way, to be a beacon to the world and ultimately to be a friend to the "apple of His eye," Israel. During the Philadelphian church age, we were the missionary center of the world. We have provided technologies beyond human comprehension. We have wealth untold. "Easy street" has been provided to anyone who cares to stroll down its path, but then we "got too big for our britches."  
 
We are now a beacon to the world of the Laodicean church age. We've outgrown God, and are no longer a friend to Israel. We are a leader in porn, illegal drugs, crime, greed, theft, murder, abortion, and immorality of every sort. We started out as a beautiful smelling rose in the garden and are now nothing more than an obnoxious stinkweed. 
 
 Even worse, if it were possible, we have forsaken our Christian heritage overnight and embraced idolatry. It isn't that we don't believe in anything. We believe in everything, except God and anything associated with the one true God of the Bible. A love for God has quickly grown to a hatred for God and His people.  
 
 For America to have had the influence it has had over the years and been so blessed by God, and then turn from God to the ways of Satan in such a short time, there must be a greater judgment awaiting us. There may be some countries as bad or worse than we are, but they haven't had the blessings from God we have enjoyed.  
 
"And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more." (Luke 12:47-48)
 
 When reading Revelation chapter eighteen, you could replace the word "Babylon" with "America" and not miss a step. Are we Babylon the Great? I don't know, but I do think it is worth considering.
 
 Grant Phillips
 
 Email:  grantphillips@windstream.net   
 
 Pre-Rapture Commentary:  http://grant-phillips.blogspot.com 
Rapture Ready  http://www.raptureready.com/featured/phillips/phillips.html 
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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