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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Israel at center of international diplomatic storm as Vatican, FIFA, EU step up pressure 
Jordanian, German FMs call for renewal of Israeli-Palestinian peace talks
Pope calls Abbas 'angel of peace' during Vatican meeting 
Activist group calls Jerusalem Day 'a racist holiday' 
'If Boston can execute an Islamic terrorist, so should Israel' 
Egypt's Morsi, 100 others sentenced to death
Brotherhood official condemns Morsi verdict, urges international action 
Amnesty calls Mursi death sentence bid in Egypt 'a charade' 
US 'deeply concerned over Morsi death sentence bid by Egyptian court 
Erdogan condemns Morsi verdict as return to 'ancient Egypt'
Nasrallah dismisses rumored ill-health as 'psychological warfare'
Senior US official to visit Turkey to discuss Syria
Syrian TV says Turks shot down surveillance drone, not aircraft 
US claims to have killed top ISIS leader in raid 
ISIS Supporters Shaken By U.S. Killing Of Abu Sayyaf, Vow Revenge
IS continues attacks, as Iraq sends more troops in Anbar province
Syrian army kills Islamic State's 'oil minister' 
Islamic State jihadists 'execute 23 civilians including children near Syria's Palmyra'
Yazidi Girl Sold for $34 to Australian ISIS Executioner Seen in Propaganda Videos After Being Drugged, Shipped to Syria
Khamenei: Iran will protect 'oppressed' people in the region 
Khamenei: The United States Makes the Region 'Insecure'
Afghan official: Suicide attack near Kabul airport, casualties expected
Bloody battles with Taliban rocking Afghanistan in U.S. absence
US, China refuse to budge over South China Sea activity
China Making Some Missiles More Powerful
China, Russia celebrate the dawn of the Un-American Century
Fearing Russian expansion, Baltic nations step up military exercises
Russia targets 'undesirable' foreign organisations
Russian rocket with Mexican satellite crashes in Siberia
Border Patrol agents seeing spike in human smuggling
'War on police': Line-of-duty deaths rise amid racially-charged rhetoric, anti-cop climate
Military pushes for emergency robots as skeptics worry about lethal uses
Simulated Worlds Will Soon Be Indistinguishable From Reality
FBI Doc: Security Researcher Claims He Hacked Commercial Plane's Controls While on Board
City of Berkeley to require cellphone sellers to warn of possible radiation risks 
5.7 magnitude earthqauke hits near Ramechhap, Nepal
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Rabaul, Papua New Guinea
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Kokopo, Papua New Guinea
Earthquakes on Hawaii volcano could signal new eruption 
The 'hidden' Cascade volcano that poses a threat
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 18,000ft
Sakurajima volcano in Japan erupts to 16,000ft
Guam residents who lost homes in typhoon face future
Tornadoes Touch Down Across the Plains From Texas to Minnesota
Tremendous Rain Leaves Atyrau, Kazakhstan Under Water
Tulare County Drought Situation Dire As Neighbors Steal Water From Neighbors
Another problem for drought-plagued California: Bark beetles
Sysco sees U.S. bird flu hurting egg supply up to 18 months
New Challenge for Police: Finding Pot in Lollipops and Marshmallows
Hillary Clinton Wants to Change Religion to Accept Abortion
Pregnancies more common among lesbian, gay, bisexual youths
Call it 'gender fluidity': Schools to teach kids there's no such thing as boys or girls
Girl Scouts Now Welcoming Transgender Boys
Ireland could become first country to approve same-sex marriage through popular vote
Lebanese celebrities campaign for LGBT rights
Israel to hold its biggest gay pride party ever 
Israeli Burning Man faces permit challenges
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Iran will protect Palestinians, other 'oppressed' people in Middle East, Khamenei says
1. Saudis may purchase Pakistani atomic bomb
1. First US ground operation in Syria kills ISIS oil chief - as Islamists advance on three new fronts
1. Appeasing the Religion of Peace 
1. Is the growing acceptance of both secular and "Christian" near-death experiences one of the prophesied lying signs?
1. Fundamental transformation ... of the heart
1. Featured Article: Why the Gaps in Prophecy?  
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Iran will protect Palestinians, other 'oppressed' people in Middle East, Khamenei says - http://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/Iran-will-protect-Palestinians-other-oppressed-people-in-Middle-East-Khamenei-says-403250
 
 
Iran will help oppressed people in the region, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said on Saturday, days after Gulf Arab leaders met US President Barack Obama and expressed concern about Iranian expansionism.
 
Khamenei also denounced Saudi Arabia for its role leading a coalition of Sunni-ruled Arab states against Yemen's Houthi rebels, comparing it to the pagans who ruled the Arabian Peninsula before the advent of Islam in the seventh century.
 
His speech to a meeting of Iranian leaders and diplomats from the Muslim world, reported by the state news agency IRNA, brought the issues of political and religious legitimacy squarely into the struggle between the two regional powers.
 
"Yemen, Bahrain and Palestine are oppressed, and we protect oppressed people as much as we can," IRNA quoted him as saying.
 
"Those people who bring suffering to Yemeni families during sacred months are even worse than the ancient pagans of Mecca," he said at the event for the holiday of Lailat al-Miraj, when Islam says the Prophet Mohammad visited heaven and met Jesus, Abraham, Moses and other prophets.
 
Gulf Arab leaders met with Obama on Thursday to express their concern that Iran is trying to expand its influence in the region aggressively, parallel to nuclear negotiations under way with world powers.
 
The US backs the Saudi-led Sunni coalition waging the military campaign against the Shi'ite Houthi rebels. Riyadh has accused Tehran of arming the Houthis.
 
By mentioning Bahrain, Khamenei's comments will also raise suspicions that Iran plays a role in the small island nation whose Sunni royal family is accused by rights groups of repressing dissent among the majority Shi'ite population.
 
Iran denies playing a role in either country, but has consistently criticized the campaign in Yemen and Saudi Arabia's influence in Bahrain, where it sent armed forces to help put down popular protests in 2011.
 
GULF SHIPPING
 
The standoff has raised concerns for shipping in the Gulf, a transit route for millions of barrels of oil per day. In the past month, Iranian forces have twice tried to seize commercial ships to settle legal disputes.
 
"Security in the Persian Gulf is in the interests of everyone... If it is insecure, it will be insecure for all," Khamenei said, indicating Iran's apparent willingness to cause disruption if attacked.
 
Tensions have also reached the Gulf of Aden, another crucial choke point for oil shipments, after Iran on Monday dispatched a cargo ship towards Yemen under military escort.
 
Forces from the Saudi-led coalition have imposed inspections on all vessels entering Yemeni waters, raising the potential for a standoff with the Iranian flotilla which is due to arrive in the coming days.
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Saudis may purchase Pakistani atomic bomb - By Judah Ari Gross -
http://www.timesofisrael.com/report-saudis-may-purchase-pakistani-atomic-bomb/ 
 
 
US, UK said to warily eye prospect of a Mideast nuclear arms race amid growing fear of Iranian nukes among Gulf states
 
Saudi Arabia has reached out to its ally Pakistan to acquire "off-the-shelf" atomic weapons as a nuclear arms race begins to shape up with Shiite rival Iran, US sources said. 
 
"For the Saudis the moment has come," a former US defense official told the UK's Sunday Times last week. "There has been a longstanding agreement in place with the Pakistanis and the House of Saud has now made the strategic decision to move forward."
 
The anonymous former official said the US did not believe that "any actual weaponry has been transferred yet," but declared that "the Saudis mean what they say and they will do what they say."
 
Tensions between Tehran and the kingdom have grown in the past few months as Saudi Arabia stepped up its air campaign against Iran-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen. King Salman of Saudi Arabia refused an invitation to attend a landmark summit hosted by US President Barack Obama last week, amid ongoing angst over US-led nuclear talks with Iran.
 
Former Saudi intelligence head Prince Turki bin Faisal expressed the kingdom's desire for a nuclear weapon last month at the Asan Plenum, a conference held by the South Korean-based Asan Institute for Policy Studies. "Whatever the Iranians have, we will have, too," he said, according to The New York Times.
 
Faisal also warned that the Iranian nuclear deal "opens the door to nuclear proliferation, not closes it, as was the initial intention."
 
According to the Sunday Times report, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan have enjoyed a mutually beneficial relationship for decades. Saudi Arabia has given Pakistan billions of dollars in subsidized oil, while the latter has unofficially agreed to supply the Gulf state with nuclear warheads.
 
"Nuclear weapons programs are extremely expensive and there's no question that a lot of the funding of Pakistan's nuclear weapons program was provided by Saudi Arabia," Lord David Owen, who served as England's foreign secretary from 1977-1979, told the weekly publication.
 
"Given their close relations and close military links, it's long been assumed that if the Saudis wanted, they would call in a commitment, moral or otherwise, for Pakistan to supply them immediately with nuclear warheads," he added.
 
However, the report added, Lt.Gen. Khalid Kidwai, who helped pioneer Pakistan's nuclear program, denied that Pakistan had ever granted Saudi Arabia access to its nuclear technology.
 
The main concern shared by US and European officials was that if Saudi Arabia were to acquire an atomic weapon, it could spur other Sunni nations to follow suit.
 
An anonymous British military official also told The Sunday Times that Western military leaders "all assume the Saudis have made the decision to go nuclear."
 
The official added, "The fear is that other Middle Eastern powers - Turkey and Egypt - may feel compelled to do the same and we will see a new, even more dangerous, arms race."
 
This position was also mirrored by other, non-Saudi Gulf states at a summit last week between the US and several Arab countries. One unnamed Gulf state leader attending the Camp David summit told The New York Times, "We can't sit back and be nowhere as Iran is allowed to retain much of its capability and amass its research."
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First US ground operation in Syria kills ISIS oil chief - as Islamists advance on three new fronts - http://www.debka.com/article/24605/First-US-ground-operation-in-Syria-kills-ISIS-oil-chief---as-Islamists-advance-on-three-new-fronts-
 
 
America's first ground operation in the five years of Syrian war was directed against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant - ISIS.  US sources report that Special Operations forces mounted a raid Saturday, May 16, on an ISIS house in the Deir a-Zour district of eastern Syria, and killed senior Islamist commander and oil and gas chief, Abu Sayyaf, when he resisted capture. His Iraqi wife, Umm Sayyaf, was taken to Iraq for interrogation by the US troops, all of whom returned safely.
 
 Abu Sayyaf's importance for the Islamist group cannot be overrated as the man in charge of its commandeered oil fields in Syria and Iraq. He also managed their overseas sales in a thriving black market, netting an estimated $5million a day for bankrolling the group's wars.
 
Catching him alive was the preferred object of the raid. Under interrogation, he would have been a valuable source of information on the working of the group's illicit oil and gas trade, how it was managed, the identities of its customers and routes of payment to the ISIS war chest.
 
debkafile's military sources report that the US raid was staged from Jordan, not Iraq. In normal circumstances, the Jordanians don't permit US ground or air operations to be staged directly from their territory. However, a joint 10-day US-Jordanian war game, Eager Lion, was in progress in the Hashemite Kingdom. Some 10,000 troops from various countries, including the US, were practicing special operations against ISIS. And so the US unit was ready to hand a short distance from a high-value target at Deir a-Zour.
 
debkafile adds that the operation came just two days after the Arab Gulf leaders' summit convened by President Barack Obama ended at Camp David Thursday, May 14. The war on ISIS was a key item on their agenda.
 
 Sources in Washington disclose that the order for the raid came directly from President Barack Obama on the advice of national security council heads in the White House. The troops landed in the middle of a hotbed of fighting between the Syrian army and ISIS. They were no doubt lifted in and out of the scene at speed by helicopter.
 
The Islamists are in full momentum on three Syrian fronts (as well as the same number in Iraq). The group has overrun Al-Sina'a, Ar-Rusafa and Al-Omal in this district, as well as seizing Saker Island in the middle of the Euphrates River north of Deir a-Zour, from which it is shelling the largest Syrian air base in eastern Syria.
 
Islamist fighters are also advancing on Syria's ancient city of Palmyra (Tadmor). This is a 2,000-old desert site with precious remains of antiquity, but also home to Bashar Assad's infamous Tadmor prison, notorious for torture and summary executions.
 
ISIS targets near this ancient town are the biggest Syrian air base in central Syria and more oil fields. Most of the Iranian and Russian air transports delivering military equipment for the Syrian army and Hezbollah land at this base.
 
 The Islamists are additionally targeting Syrian military positions in eastern Homs.
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A Chance to Win, and 
Support Prophecy Update
(Only Two Weeks Left)
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Thanks to a very generous supporter, we are offering you a chance to win both the John MacArthur 33 volumes New Testament Commentary, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary, for a donation of just $25, for each increment of $25 dollars, your name will go into a drawing. If you donate $100 dollars for example, your name will be entered four times into the drawing. This offer will run from now until the end of May, and the drawing will be held and announced on 6/1/15. 

 
Amazing set of Bible Commentaries
 
The John MacArthur 33 volume New Testament Commentary retails for $849, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary retails for $149. So that's a total of nearly $1000 dollars, but wait there's more. We will also throw in an Ultimate Set of our DVD's, including our newest DVD, CONVERGENCE. So all together this donation-drawing is worth nearly $1200, and you can enter our donation-drawing as many times as you want. 

 
 
The MacArthur NT Commentary Series, 33 Volumes (Hard Cover)

 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/6033d668-8049-4c98-ae84-d2ba4bdad06b.jpg]
 
 
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary comes from the experience, insight, and wisdom of one of the most trusted ministry leaders and Bible teachers of our day. Each volume was written to be as comprehensive and accurate as possible, dealing thoroughly with every key phrase and word in the Bible without being unduly technical. This series helps provide a better, fuller, and richer understanding of God's word while challenging all readers-no matter what their expertise-to grow in a vibrant, spiritual walk. 

 
 
The Warren Wiersbe Bible Exposition Commentary, 6 Volumes (Hard Cover)
 

 [image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/7704e072-c129-4494-8dcb-27aa639962ca.jpg] 

 
Countless pastors, teachers, and students have pored over the best-selling Be series---and now these insightful studies are available in one complete set for a spectacular price! From Genesis to Revelation, Wiersbe unpacks the meaning and message of Scripture with a skilled exposition that remains ever-mindful of practical application. 

 
A Great Addition to any Library 
 
You can add these awesome Bible Commentaries to your personal collection, give them as a gift to someone or your church or even your pastor. Most importantly, you will be helping to support this ministry! We have set up a special section on our donations page to enter this donation-drawing, please use the link below:

 
 
 http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 
You can also mail in your donation-drawing entry to:
Prophecy Update, PO Box 40516, Bakersfield, CA 93384 
, please mark your entry for Commentary Drawing, thanks!
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
 
 
	[image: CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs]

	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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Appeasing the Religion of Peace - Alf Cengia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8051
 
 
Whatever you do, do not insult the religion of peace or you will suffer the consequences. If its radical defenders don't try to kill you for the offense, the hand-wringing, Islamophobia watch people will track you down and chastise you back into your intolerant hating shell.
 
That's what virtually happened in the recent Muhammad cartoon competition fiasco. The social media got up in arms when two jihadists traveled a thousand miles to slaughter innocent citizens because of a cartoon competition. They forgot all about the brave cop who risked his life by confronting these would-be murderers and vented their self-righteous indignation against the competition's organizers.
 
Now I know many will disagree with me in what I'm about to write next, and that's fine. As Christians we are called to be meek and peaceful. Deliberately inciting or creating inflaming situations runs contrary to biblical teaching, even if there is a political or social point to be made (Matt 5:9; 1 Peter 2:22-23).
 
Even insulting Islam in jest hinders the gospel to possibly reach the Muslim. Therefore, Christians who aim to serve God and evangelize must forego their rights to so-called free expression in certain situations. In this case Christians aren't free to say what they'd otherwise like to if they aim to please God.
 
Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. Mat 10:16
 
The ESV Bible Study Notes on the verse point out that:
 
"Jesus warns the disciples about the persecution that missionary disciples will endure. The serpent was the symbol of shrewdness and intellectual cunning, while the dove was emblematic of simple innocence."
 
You are not being particularly shrewd or innocent if you mock someone else's faith.
 
Yet while Christians are bound in their conduct to the One who bought and paid for them, secular governments have a duty of care to their citizens. Insofar as protecting their citizens from radical Islam, they are failing miserably.
 
The cartoon fiasco was a stunt designed to keep highlighting this failure and the hypocrisy of flattering Islam, while stifling free speech against it. However, I doubt that it won any converts. The alarm bells keep falling on deaf ideological ears. The organizers only affirmed what we already know - Western society is feeding the insatiable beast that is radical Islam.
 
To use an analogy: It's a lot like allowing a family of wild beasts to roam the village streets at will, while the council authorities refuse to deal with them. The council insists on feeding and protecting them, so they hang around. If the beasts kill someone or cause damage, then fault must be placed elsewhere because beasts just don't do these sorts of things. You are given the mantra that, "If you're awfully nice to them they won't hurt you."
 
It's not just stupid, it's insane. And it's not a new idea either. Daniel Greenfield notes some of Gandhi's sage advice to the Jews and the British with respect to their conduct towards Hitler and the Nazis. To the Brits he opined:
 
"This manslaughter must be stopped. You are losing; if you persist, it will only result in greater bloodshed. Hitler is not a bad man. If you call it off today, he will follow suit... I want you to fight Nazis without arms or... with non-violent arms. I would like you to lay down the arms you have as being useless for saving you or humanity."
 
To the Jews he advised:
 
"If only the Jews of Germany had the good sense to offer their throats willingly to the Nazi butchers' knives."
 
As it turned out many Jews were slaughtered without ever being given the opportunity to "offer their throats willingly." I recall other peace pacifists making similarly bizarre remarks. Well, I guess WW2 worked out very well for the pacifist theory didn't it?
 
We've been living in a society where hypocrisy knows no boundaries and it's perfectly fine to publicly mock Christianity but not Islam (and a few other sacred cows). President Obama has sometimes even led the mocking and public shaming of Christianity even while defending the belief system which slaughters Christians.
 
Yes, we all know the apologists argue that Islam has been misrepresented. But I'd like to see something more than simple assertions from Mr. Obama and his fellow apologists. Where are the Islamic Systematic Theology studies tearing apart the radical interpretations?
 
The brakes in the Big Old Machine are slipping year by year and this planet's destructive momentum is quickly speeding up. The restraint on evil is being lifted and the war against Christians is also ramping up.
 
Everywhere I look I see the gospel of Jesus Christ taking a back seat to the so-called Social Justice Gospel, the Diversity Gospel, the Environmental Gospel, and revived Liberation Theology. It isn't about Jesus Christ anymore; it's about supplying what the clamoring multitudes want.
 
As difficult as it may get, we must strive to remember we are pilgrims on this planet until our time here comes to an end, or until the Lord returns. There is increasingly little we can do to change our world as it appeases Islam and stifles the true gospel. Isn't this what the Apostle Paul warned his audience (2 Tim 3:1-4)?
 
Too often I forget this and become frustrated. A frustrated Christian is an ineffective Christian. Jesus will return one day and set things aright.
 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. Rom 8:18
 
Let's keep:
 
"...looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ" Titus 2:13
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Is the growing acceptance of both secular and "Christian" near-death experiences one of the prophesied lying signs? - http://the-end-time.blogspot.com/2015/05/is-growing-acceptance-of-both-secular.html
 
 
The 1970s and 1980s were funny decades. The Free Love movement of the 60s gave way to Age of Aquarius, Eastern Mysticism (thanks, Beatles) and Near Death Experience movement. The 1970s for some reason was a breakthrough decade for study in NDE. For the first time the phenomenon was studied seriously. Books galore came out and the adults around me ate them up. I remember seeing Raymond Moody's Life After Life, a seminal book for the decade that broke open the study of what happens after we die. Elisabeth Kubler-Ross' study of death and the five stages of grief was another that fascinated the adults around me. Then came all the philosophical books from New Age promoting spirituality and mysticism based on "discoveries" reported from NDEs such as those from Carlos Castaneda, (A Separate Reality) and Richard Bach (Jonathan Livingston Seagull).
 
 As a side note, adults, if you think the books you read and put on your bookshelves go unnoticed by your kids, you're crazy. Growing up and as a young adult, I was hugely impacted by the books the adults around me were reading.
 
 As far as NDEs went, I became fascinated by the fact that all these people nearly died or did die, and came back and reported the same thing. They all talked of beauty in another place or dimension, a tunnel, the light, peace. There had to be something to it, I thought! From the vantage point of today, of course I know these to be satanic deceptions perpetrated on unsaved people deluding them into thinking they are going to "that place", "into the light" without repenting of sins or knowing Jesus.
 
 Those 1970s NDEs are no different in their high deception-factor than are the ones from today by "Christians" like Colton Burpo (Heaven is For Real) or Alex Malarkey (The Boy Who Came Back from Heaven).
 
 
 
But when I was a young adult noticing all these New Age books talking about peace and light after death, it made sense to me. It was by the grace of God only that I didn't stop there and came to know the real Light and can read the only book that reports what it is really like "over there" - the Bible.
 
 The "Christian" books 90 Minutes in Heaven, by Don Piper; Heaven is For Real, by Colton Burpo and his dad; The Boy Who Came Back from Heaven, by Alex Malarkey; 23 Minutes in Hell, by Bill Wiese; Proof of Heaven: A Neurosurgeon's Journey into the Afterlife, by Eben Alexander; To Heaven and Back, by Mary C. Neal, Mary K. Baker's A Divine Revelation of Heaven and other such books, exploring 'the other side' from a Christian perspective, have been enormous best-sellers. As each "Christian" NDE book has been published, they have grown in popularity...and acceptance. By the time Heaven is For Real came along people applauded the book, trusted the four-year-old's account of rainbow horses and homework in heaven, and made a movie out of it. The Burpos are considered evangelical.
 
 There have been great inroads that the testimonies of Christians who claim to have had a personal encounter with Jesus or angels at near death have become mainstream, a path that the 1970s NDE books started, which at that time were looked upon as paranormal quackery.
 
 In this recent article in The Atlantic, the convergence of the "Christian" NDE and the New Age NDE appears to have been finalized.
 
The Science of Near-Death Experiences 
 
Yet even these skeptics rarely accuse experiencers of inventing their stories from whole cloth. Though some of these stories may be fabrications, and more no doubt become embellished in the retelling, they're too numerous and well documented to be dismissed altogether. It's also hard to ignore the accounts by respected physicians with professional reputations to protect. Even if the afterlife isn't real, the sensations of having been there certainly are.
 
 There is something about NDEs that makes them scientifically intriguing. While you can't rely on an alien abduction or a spiritual visitation taking place just when you've got recording instruments handy, many NDEs happen when a person is surrounded by an arsenal of devices designed to measure every single thing about the body that human ingenuity has made us capable of measuring.
 
And that's exactly it. That is what intrigued me as a teen and young adult there are too many stories of NDE, they're too similar, and in this age of technology they are too scientifically confirmed to simply ignore. What the people don't know, however, is that simply the fact of the cumulative existence of thousands of NDE cases doesn't confirm that they are sent from heaven.
 
 Yes the NDE occurred. No, it doesn't mean it was heaven. Satan is a deceiver and a liar, and he can perform lying wonders, (Matthew 24:24, Revelation 16:14), can appear as an angel of righteousness, (2 Corinthians 11:14), and alter the physiology of a targeted human. (Mark 4:3-4).
 
 The fact that it occurred is not the proof. The world believes the NDE occurred but they never stop to think that the NDE itself may be real but is a deception. Satan counts on this.
 
 I'd had a conversation with a young person, age 7. He was fervently trying to convince his mates that Bigfoot is real. Here is his argument.
 
I KNOW Bigfoot is real, because I had a dream about him...and DREAMS ARE REAL!
 
 He made me laugh, and his argument was a circular but internally consistent logic that made it hard to argue against. I got to thinking about his argument though a little later. It's the same argument that evangelicals make about Jesus, and when they do, it isn't so cute or funny any more. But it is the exact argument that people who have had NDEs (or visions or dreams of Jesus) claim.
 
I had a dream/vision/near-death experience of heaven. Dreams are real. Therefore Heaven is for Real. 
 
 Too many Christians fall prey to this also. They blindly believe that simply because a supernatural event occurred that it must be from heaven. But more likely in this day and age, it is from hell.
 
 Some don't believe that satan is capable of deceivingly presenting a false heaven to people. However remember that angels are powerful. Satan was the most powerful angel of all, dwelling immediately next to the Most High in the heavenly realms at His throne. He was capable of showing all the kingdoms of the world to Jesus! (Matthew 4:8). The magicians were able to replicate Aaron's and Moses' sign from God by the power of their secret arts, turning their own staffs into snakes as Moses and Aaron had. (Exodus 7:11-12).
 
 Do not overlook the many cautions and warnings in the Bible about satan's lying signs and his power to deceive. The lying sign serves several purposes. They lead people astray. They confirm man in his error - for example, emphasizing Gods love toward the unrepentant sinner and the unrepentant sinner's presence in heaven. Lying signs thus encourage people to rely on the sign and not the word of truth which would set him free.
 
The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, (2 Thessalonians 2:9)
 
For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. (Matthew 24:24)
 
Because of the signs it was given power to perform on behalf of the first beast, it deceived the inhabitants of the earth. (Revelation 13:14)
 
 Satan has the power to deceive the entire earth. Do we not think he can deceive one unfortunate car accident victim lying in a state of drugged unconsciousness?
 
 In The Atlantic article it's stated, 
 
Whether you saw a divine being or your brain was merely pumping out chemicals, the experience is so intense that it forces you to rethink your place on Earth.
The secular person and sadly the 'Christian' nowadays put faith in the experience and rate its credibility based on its intensity. Yet Theologian John MacArthur stated, 
 
Studying mystical accounts of supposed journeys into the afterlife yields nothing but confusion, contradiction, false hope, bad doctrine, and a host of similar evils.
 
In my opinion, the fact so many "Christian" NDEs are occurring it is in itself a prophesied lying sign. A further sign is the convergence of Christian acceptance of (lying) wonders with with New Age (false) wonders. Another sign is the fact that evangelicals are accepting the New Age/Spiritual NDE instead of the Bible's word on the matter.
 
Conclusion point #1: Stay in the Word so that you will not be deceived.
 
Conclusion point #2: A supernatural wonder is not necessarily from God. Satan is supernatural, too.
 
Conclusion point #3: The world's fascination with life after life is not only unabated since breaking through to the mainstream in the 1970s, but it's growing. Christian booksellers are helping this along, partnering with New Age thought, and blending the two so that one is virtually indistinguishable from the other.
 
 Yet even then, the positive outcome of this is that we have the knowledge of the truth, and can share with any person who is similarly fascinated with near-death experiences, as I once was before I was saved. Intrinsically, I knew life didn't end at death. Eternity is written on our hearts. Share Revelation 21 and 22 with friends or family who want to know more. It is a beautiful future ahead for those who believe. Try to bring as many as possible along with you.
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Fundamental transformation ... of the heart - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/05/fundamental-transformation-of-the-heart/
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie applies Sermon on the Mount to anger, hatred, lust
 
A man who had a problem with overeating was responsible for picking up the doughnuts for his coworkers. The problem was that by the time he arrived at work, four of the five boxes would be empty. He finally said, "I can't do this anymore. I have to stay away from there because I cannot resist the temptation."
 
Five weeks passed, and he thought that for old time's sake he would cruise by the bakery. He then prayed, "Lord, if you want me to get some of these incredible doughnuts, I pray that you will open up a parking space right in front." As he later explained to his coworkers, "Sure enough, after eight times around the block, a space opened!"
 
That is how we are with temptation. We'll say that we had no control, or the devil tempted us. But far too often, we unnecessarily put ourselves in the way of temptation. And as though it weren't bad enough already, we go out of our way to expose ourselves to temptation. It reminds me of a bumper sticker I saw: "Lead me not into temptation. I can find it myself."
 
Each of us has given in to temptation in some way, shape, or form. We have all lost our tempers. We have all envied others. We have all had hatred in our hearts for someone. We have all had impure thoughts. We all know what it is like to be tempted.
 
Maybe you've thought that if you could somehow isolate yourself from all outward temptation, you would then be free of it. That is not the case. The Bible clearly teaches that the problem is inside of us. Where there is no desire on the inside, there is no temptation on the outside. James addressed the root of the problem when he wrote, "Temptation comes from our own desires, which entice us and drag us away. These desires give birth to sinful actions. And when sin is allowed to grow, it gives birth to death" (James 1:14-15 NLT).
 
That is what Jesus dealt with in his Sermon on the Mount. He got to the heart of the matter. And the heart of the matter is a matter of the heart:
 
"You have heard that our ancestors were told, 'You must not murder. If you commit murder, you are subject to judgment.' But I say, if you are even angry with someone, you are subject to judgment! If you call someone an idiot, you are in danger of being brought before the court. And if you curse someone, you are in danger of the fires of hell. ...
 
"You have heard the commandment that says, 'You must not commit adultery.' But I say, anyone who even looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart." (Matthew 5:21-22, 27-28)
 
Here Jesus dealt with three areas of sin that are widespread in our culture today: anger, hatred and lust. We have all dealt with these in some way, shape, or form. The emphasis here is that Christ is dealing with the heart. He is essentially saying that if our hearts and attitudes are right, then our actions will be right.
 
Sin deceives us into thinking that if we haven't done the actual deed, then we are really OK: As long as I haven't killed a person, it is all right to hate him and wish he were dead. Sin deceives us into thinking that as long as we haven't committed adultery with someone, it is all right to fill our minds with lustful thoughts. But Jesus says no, the heart is important.
 
The real question to ask ourselves is why we haven't committed that sin. Is it a lack of bravado? Is it the fear of being caught? If you are just waiting for the opportune time, then it is only a matter of time until you actually do it. That is why you want to nip that sin in the bud and not let it fill your heart.
 
We need to have our hearts changed to the extent that we are not longing for those sins anymore. It doesn't mean that we won't be tempted by them. (The Bible teaches that we all will be tempted.) But we won't desire them or be thinking about them. God wants to change our hearts.
 
Jesus addressed that pharisaical trait when he showed the Pharisees that they were always observing the letter of the law yet missing the point. That is why he said that our righteousness must exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees to enter the kingdom of heaven (see Matthew 5:20). Anger is murder in the heart. Lust is adultery in the heart. And I have found that many times, those who are the most critical often are guilty of something far worse in their own lives.
 
Jesus was saying don't think you are off the hook just because you don't kill someone. If you have anger toward them, if you hate them, if you speak unkindly about them or spread rumors about them, that is a sin before God.
 
The best antidote to sin is having a heart that is passionate toward God. It comes back to the Sermon on the Mount. If your heart is committed to following Christ, if your primary reason for living is to glorify God, it doesn't mean that you will be temptation-proof. But it does mean that you will be so focused on moving forward that you will not be moving backward. When you lose that focus, when you lower your guard, and when the things of God are not as important to you as they were before, then you will become a sitting duck.
 
As we look at our own lives, we should ask ourselves whether there is something we are doing that will feed the fire of lust, envy, or hatred. We need to ask ourselves periodically whether the movies we watch, the songs we listen to, the books we read and the things we do are feeding us spiritually and helping us grow stronger. If something is a detriment to us spiritually, then we must take whatever steps necessary to remove it.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Why the Gaps in Prophecy? - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/gaps-prophecy/
 
 
Scattered throughout the Scriptures are prophecies that contain references to both the first and second coming of the Lord in what appears to be a single thought. These dual reference prophecies could only be identified as such after the first coming had already taken place. That's because they were written in such a way that it was impossible to tell beforehand that the Lord's first coming would only partially fulfill them. Often the writers switch from the first coming to the second coming in the middle of a sentence without so much as a punctuation mark to alert the reader.
 
In this study I want to share some thoughts on why I believe God had them written this way. But first, here are a couple of examples of these dual reference prophecies so you can see for yourself how cleverly they were written.
 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace  (Isaiah 9:6).
 
When the Lord had Isaiah write this prophecy 750 years before the fact, no one could have known from reading it that when the Messiah came, He would only fulfill a portion of it. The child was born and the son was given, but the government has never been on His shoulders, and in Israel, to whom He was sent, He has never been called by the names Isaiah attributed to Him.
 
"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times" (Micah 5:2)
 
This prophecy calls for a ruler of Israel to be born in Bethlehem but gives no indication that 2,000 years would pass between the ruler's birth and His ascension to the throne of Israel. When the Parthian priests called Magi arrived in Jerusalem, they asked, "Where is the one who has been born King of the Jews?" (Matt. 2:2).
 
King Herod asked the Jewish leaders where the Messiah would be born, and they used this prophecy to confirm that He would be born in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:4-6). The Magi hastened there believing they were going to anoint a boy king who would grow up to rule over Israel. For his part, Herod had all the young boys in Bethlehem killed in an unsuccessful effort to eliminate what He perceived to be an imminent threat to his rulership. But while the coming king was born, He has yet to take His place on the throne in Israel.
 
The Secret Revealed
 
30 years later, it was Jesus himself who revealed the fact that there was more to these prophecies than meets the eye. Standing in the synagogue in Nazareth at the beginning of His ministry, he called for the scroll of Isaiah and read from what we know as Isaiah 61:1-2.
 
"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor" (Luke 4:18-19).
 
Then He said He was the fulfillment of the Scripture He had just read. Comparing this to what Isaiah 61:1-2 actually says shows that He stopped before the end of verse 2, leaving out the phrase "and the day of vengeance of our God."
 
Without the benefit of Luke 4:18-19, a reading of Isaiah 61:1-2 would lead us to the conclusion that the day of vengeance, what we now call end times judgments, would take place directly after the Lord had finished preaching the good news, freeing the prisoners, giving sight to the blind and proclaiming the year of the Lord's favor. By stopping where He did and saying He was its fulfillment, He indicated He hadn't come to fulfill the part He hadn't read. There would be a separation of time between the year of the Lord's favor and the day of His vengeance.
 
There are several other dual reference prophecies that we who already know about the first coming can identify. Perhaps the most obvious is Daniel 9:24-27, the 70 weeks prophecy, where if you didn't already know that 2,000 years have passed since the fulfillment of the first 69 weeks of the prophecy (Daniel 9:24-26) without any fulfillment of the 70th week portion (Daniel 9:27) you wouldn't be able to tell just by reading it, because there's not even a hint of a gap between them in the text.
 
Why Didn't You Say So?
 
But our purpose is not to identify all these prophecies. The question we want to answer is why did God hide this dual reference aspect of Messianic prophecy so completely that it could only be discovered after the fact? Knowing the end from the beginning, He knew that Jesus was only going to partially fulfill the prophecies that spoke of His coming, so why didn't He have the prophets present them that way?
 
Some say He did it to provide "hidden" clues to the Church that He always knew about our time and place in history without alerting Israel to the fact ahead of time.
 
But as a result of some of my recent studies, I've concluded that God had these prophecies written in this particular way to show Israel that they could have been fulfilled just the way they were written. For generations, Israel had been reading and interpreting them to mean that the Messiah would come once and when He did He would fulfill all the prophecies written about Him. In fact it would have been impossible for them to interpret them any other way.
 
In the time leading up to the first coming, Israel believed when the Messiah came he would vanquish their enemies and restore their kingdom, because that's what these prophecies said He would do. In fact, even after spending three years with Jesus, the disciples still asked Him if the time had come for Him to restore the Kingdom to Israel (Acts 1:6). This tells us in all His time with them Jesus never mentioned an extended period of time during which Israel would be set aside while His attention would be focused on the Gentiles.
 
By the way, I think His uncharacteristically vague response to their question is a hint that restoring the Kingdom to Israel at that time was still a possibility. They had just presented Him with a perfect opportunity to lay everything out clearly to better prepare them for the years ahead. But instead, He left them hanging. "It's not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by His own authority" (Acts 1:7). To me that indicates the offer of the Kingdom to Israel was still open.
 
They didn't know for certain that Israel was being set aside in favor of the Gentiles until 20 years later when James told them (Acts 15:13-18) and even then they didn't know for how long. James only said that when the Lord had taken (carried away) a people for Himself from among the Gentiles He would turn back to Israel again. In other words, He would resume His focus on Israel after the rapture of the Church.
 
It Could Have Happened Just That Way
 
The dual reference prophecies were written in a way that would have made the total fulfillment possible at the time of the first coming. Had Israel accepted Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world and let Him die for them, the six objectives laid out by the angel in Daniel 9:24 could have been met within the prescribed 490 year period.
 
Seventy weeks are determined upon your people and your Holy City to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most Holy (place) (Daniel 9:24).
 
Sitting upon His heavenly throne, God decreed that six things would be accomplished for Daniel's people (Israel) and Daniel's Holy City (Jerusalem) during a specified period of 490 years.
 
We should be aware that in Hebrew these things read a little differently.  Literally, God had determined to;
 
 1.  restrict or restrain the transgression (also translated rebellion)
 2.  seal up their sins (as if putting them away in a sealed container)
 3.  make atonement (restitution) for their iniquity
 4. bring them into a state of everlasting righteousness
 5. seal up (same word as #2) vision and prophecy
 6. anoint (consecrate) the most Holy place (sanctuary)
 
In plain language, God would put an end to their rebellion against Him, put away their sins and pay the penalties they had accrued, bring the people into a state of perpetual righteousness, fulfill the remaining prophecies, and anoint the Temple. This was to be accomplished through their Messiah (Jesus) because no one else could do it.  Had they accepted Him as their savior their rebellion against God would have ended. Their sins would have all been forgiven, and the full penalty paid for them. They would have entered into a state of eternal righteousness, all their prophecies would have been fulfilled and the rebuilt temple would have been consecrated. It should be noted here that although it appears to have been accepted by Him, God never dwelt in the 2nd Temple, nor was the ark of the covenant and its mercy seat ever present therein.
 
Make no mistake about it.  Jesus had to die so these 6 promises could come true.  No one else in Heaven or on Earth could accomplish this.  We can only imagine how different things would have been if they had accepted Him as their Messiah and let Him die for their sins so He could bring them into everlasting righteousness with His resurrection.
 
The Sign Of The Prophet Jonah
 
And even though the religious leaders had fought Jesus tooth and nail throughout His ministry, He gave them one more chance by offering the clearest and most convincing sign possible. He promised that when they put Him to death He would come back to life three days later (Matt. 12:38-40). Since they wouldn't know if He fulfilled this promise until after the fact, He determined to wait for them to recognize that He had. I believe this is why He stayed around for 40 days after the resurrection.
 
Even though there were over 500 witnesses who could attest to having seen him after the resurrection (1 Cor. 15:6), there's no indication that any official inquiry was undertaken to confirm that He had fulfilled His promise to return from the dead. Finally He left, but only until they admit their guilt (Hosea 5:15). As soon as they do He will forgive them (Joel 3:21) and restore their kingdom as He always intended to do.
 
In the meantime the Church was born into the gaps in these prophecies. Not as an alternative fulfillment like the replacement theologians would have you believe, but as a parallel track. When time stopped for Israel, it began for the Church, and when it ends for the Church it will begin again for Israel.
 
This is what the Lord says:
 
"Only if the heavens above can be measured and the foundations of the earth below be searched out will I reject all the descendants of Israel because of all they have done," declares the Lord (Jeremiah 31:37) You can almost hear the footsteps of the Messiah.
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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