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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
  



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Iran threatens '80,000 rockets at Tel Aviv and Haifa' over distorted Ya'alon comment
Israel rules out any payment to 'enemy' Iran
Iranian cargo ship changes course after request from UN, Pentagon
Joe Lieberman: 'US heading for temporary solution to Iran nuclear threat' 
Top US official in Israel to discuss regional nuclear ban 
US Pressing Israel to Lose Its Nukes
US to restock IDF stores with bunker busters, guided bombs
Former Israeli President Peres to participate in conference with Arab world leaders 
Peres says 'clear majority of Israelis back two states,' urges immediate resumption of talks 
Gaza unemployment world's highest as 60% of youth find themselves jobless 
World Bank: Gaza facing 'dangerous fiscal crisis'
Report: Common Core Lesson Plan Pushes Pro-Palestinian Agenda
Likud MK says Obama's criticism of Netanyahu has 'a bit of hypocrisy' 
Presidential hopeful Chris Christie says Obama's approach to Israel 'shameful' 
3 Years After He 'Ended the War': Obama Declares Iraq a 'National Emergency' for U.S.
All for nothing? US vets who fought for Ramadi angry over fall to ISIS
Obama: 'I don't think we're losing' fight with ISIS 
Western allies split on action against Isil
UN alarmed by rebel reports that Syria-bound aid looted, stolen by Syrian army 
Islamic State seizes Syria's last border crossing with Iraq 
ISIS fighters overrun Iraqi govt lines east of Ramadi 
Lavrov: Russia ready to help Iraq defeat ISIS 
Islamic State affiliate in Egypt vows attacks against judges after execution of 6 convicts
Muslim Brotherhood becoming more violent and radical
Gaddafi's home town falls to Islamic State in anarchic Libya
Hillary got warning Benghazi attack was premeditated terrorism
Saudi Arabia seeks top spot on U.N. human rights council
More Than 100 Charged In Mob Killing Of Christian Couple In Pakistan
Russia Deployed Nuclear-Capable Gear, NATO Commander Says 
EU, Ukraine sign $2 billion loan deal at Eastern Partnership summit
EU defies Russian "bully" but disappoints ex-Soviets
Expectations low for EU summit amid fears of provoking Russia 
China says U.S. actions in South China Sea 'irresponsible, dangerous'
Grand jury indicts Baltimore police in death of Freddie Gray 
Ferguson Protesters Promised Cash To "Simulate Chaos," Now Soros' Group Won't Pay, So They're Protesting Them
Donald Trump: 'This Country Is A Hellhole'
FBI admits no major cases cracked with Patriot Act snooping powers
FEC backs off flirtation with regulating Internet
Google a step closer to developing machines with human-like intelligence 
Astronomer Royal Martin Rees: How soon will robots take over the world?
CERN Tests Large Hadron Collider at Record Energy to Break Protons, Achieves Breakthrough
Tepco May Need to Dump Fukushima Water Into Sea, UN Says 
Earth is now in a seismically active period according to quake cluster theory
5.7 magnitude earthquake hits near Honiara, Solomon Islands
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Copiapo, Chile
Trinidad jolted by 4.6 magnitude earthquake
Magnitude 4.1 Earthquake Strikes North Of Napa
Popocateptl volcano in Mexico erupts to 22,000ft
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 16,000ft
Dust storm in Rajasthan claims 17 lives, injures 80
In September, The UN Launches A Major Sustainable Development Agenda For The Entire Planet 
Josh Duggar resigns from Family Research Council after sexual abuse allegations
In heavily Catholic Ireland, voters to decide on same-sex marriage
Another Christian college faces backlash for student-athlete policy on LGBT issues
Boy Scout President Robert Gates Stresses Urgency in Lifting Ban on Openly Gay Leaders
Boy Scouts' leader says ban on gay adults not sustainable
Federal judge rules again that gay couples have right to wed in Alabama
Ted Cruz: Many Republicans Scared of Gay Marriage/Religious Liberty Debate; Some Are Even Running for President




			[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. The US and Iraqi and Syrian armies go to pieces against ISIS drive. Israel, Jordan, Saudis alarmed
1. Peaceful Meddling With Israel
1. This week on 'The Hal Lindsey Report'
1. Got Peace?
1. How Close Are We To A Post-Human World?
1. Honoring the preservers of liberty
1. Daily Devotion: Well Done!
1. Featured Article: After Winter, Before Summer        
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The US and Iraqi and Syrian armies go to pieces against ISIS drive. Israel, Jordan, Saudis alarmed -
http://www.debka.com/article/24615/The-US-and-Iraqi-and-Syrian-armies-go-to-pieces-against-ISIS-drive-Israel-Jordan-Saudis-alarmed
 
 
The fall of Damascus and Baghdad, or large slices thereof, into the rapacious hands of the Islamic State, is no longer a debatable subject of strategic forecasts. Today, the capital cities of Syria and Iraq are within the Islamists' grasp. The Middle East is about to pay the price for President Barack Obama's single-minded obsession with a US détente with Tehran and a nuclear accord. It is the end product of Washington's insistence on playing down ISIS as a formidable opponent and contention that the meager US-led coalition air campaign destroyed much of its operational capabilities, which proved to be an illusion. Equally fallacious was Obama's trust in the Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps and its terrorist arm, the Al Qods Brigades, to curtail the Islamist momentum.
 
Washington's trust has since faded. Tehran too has cooled to the idea.
 
 In March, a group of Iraqi Shiite militias commanded by Al Qods chief Gen. Qassem Soleimani, managed to snatch parts of the Sunni Iraqi town of Tikrit from Islamist grasp. That was Iran's first and last engagement against ISIS in Iraq. After that, supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei decided to pull back from engaging Sunni Muslims in an overt sectarian showdown. It was clear to him, that the battlefield was not Iran's forte, but rather subversion, clandestine warfare and limited support for local Shiite surrogates.
 
As the Islamists advanced, therefore, Tehran cut back on further military intervention in Syria and Iraq and turned instead to Yemen and the Houthi rebellion as its vehicle. This is a smaller arena, which is no less strategically valuable than Iraq and Syria, thanks to its command of the globally important Gulf of Aden and the Strait of Bab el-Mandeb to world shipping.
 
Khamenei also saw the US president had little appetite for fighting the Islamic State. He concluded that Tehran would be better off saving the Iranian army and Revolutionary Guards forces for defending its borders against potential ISIS assault from neighboring Iraq, instead of wearing them down in Iraq and Syria.
 
The Iranian leader also decided that if the United States could only afford a very minor-key air campaign against the Islamist terrorists, Iran's air force should not be called on for a greater effort.
 
All these circumstances combined to tip America over into the heart of the fiercely burning Middle sectarian conflict between Sunnis and Shiites. Washington's latest plan to send arms to Iraqis of both sects who are ready to defend Baghdad looks like a certain recipe for stoking the sectarian fire, or even pushing ISIS into an offensive to seize the city.
 
The Islamists have until now held back from an all-out offensive to capture Baghdad for a variety of tactical considerations. A city of this size is a bit too large for the Islamists to swallow, hold and administer. It suits the jihadists better to hold the town to siege and under constant terrorist harassment.
 
The most knowledgeable sources in the region can't explain what part the US Central Command is playing as a military factor in any of these conflicts - in particular, Gen. John Allen, whom Obama last year named Special Presidential Envoy for the Global Coalition to Counter ISIS. Some account for their low-to-vanishing profile by their having been preoccupied in preparing a grand campaign for the recovery of Mosul, Iraq's second largest city, which is under ISIS rule.
 
Today, this plan looks like a pipe dream. ISIS has caused a Middle East earthquake after another by capturing Ramadi in Iraq and Palmyra in Syria in a matter of days. Their alarmed neighbors in Jerusalem, Amman and Riyadh have been forced to conclude that their borders are in danger - not just from Iran, but also from ISIS, and they will have to confront these perils on their own.
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Peaceful Meddling With Israel - Alf Cengia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8056
 
 
Did he or didn't he say it? There's been a media kerfuffle about what Pope Francis did or didn't say about Mahmoud Abbas. Did the pope really call him an angel of peace or did he admonish him to be the angel of peace? Or was it both?
 
Some now insist it was the latter. One irony is that earlier, alleged misrepresentations of what the pope said came from media outlets which I consider to be liberal and somewhat biased.  I suppose there's some lesson there for all of us.
 
Naval Intelligence officer J. E. Dyer seeks to correct the earlier view:
 
'As is tradition with heads of State or of government, Francis presented a gift to the Palestinian leader, commenting: "May the angel of peace destroy the evil spirit of war. I thought of you: may you be an angel of peace." Pope Francis had called Abu Mazen a "man of peace" when he visited Bethlehem in May 2014, just as he called the then Israeli Prime Minister, Shimon Peres, a "man of peace" during his subsequent visit to Jerusalem.' (Emphasis mine)
 
However, the story didn't end there. Perhaps the pope said both. As CAMERA notes, the text of an article published by the Italian newspaper La Repubblica reads (as translated):
 
'The Pope has, for his part, donated to the Palestinian president a copy of Evangelii Gaudium and a medallion with the figure of the Angel of Peace that "destroys the evil spirit of the war - said the pontiff, according to reports by those present, "I thought of you - an angel of peace."' (Emphasis mine)
 
Either way, the pope slapped Abbas on the back and encouraged him to be a nice guy.
 
Dyer makes a good point about "heads of state." The Vatican is a State with a long political history. The pope is a sovereign politician and an ecclesiastical leader. His Vatican State has already officially acknowledged the State of Palestine. The New Treaty transfers the Holy See's diplomatic relations from the Palestinian Liberation Organization to the State of Palestine.
 
Call them what you prefer, they're the same guys with a nice new name.
 
The pope also has a vested ecclesiastical interest in the area. The Roman Church always has. Israel, and especially Jerusalem, has been the battleground for Christianity, Judaism and Islam. The pope isn't only concerned for the well being of Christians in the area - sites which Christians consider holy are a major factor as well.
 
Pope Francis hopes that this overture to Mahmoud Abbas may somehow change his outlook. The canonization of the two Palestinian nuns seems to have been timed for this occasion. Or am I being too cynical? Notably, Christian Palestinian Hanan Ashrawi quickly seized the opportunity to declare:
 
"This [canonization] is a recognition of the Palestinian narrative, identity and history. We've been here for centuries, and Christianity is part and parcel of our identity. We are the oldest Christians in the world."
 
Well, so have the Jews! Sadly, Ashrawi is no stranger to making lamentable and controversial statements about Israel and Jewish refugees. She also thinks Hamas aren't the bad guys.
 
Despite the pope's gift, Abbas is who he is - the heir to Arafat and someone who refuses to recognize Israel as a legitimate Jewish state. He's also a man who has personally profited from his position as president of the Palestinian Authority. According to Gatestone Institute, Abbas is worth $100 million! Remember Arafat's millions?
 
When the UN upgraded the Palestinian bid for statehood in 2012, Abbas triumphantly declared:
 
"The world said in a loud voice... yes to the state of Palestine, yes to Palestine's freedom, yes to Palestine's independence, no to aggression, no to settlements, no to occupation..." (Emphasis mine)
 
Abbas then announced plans to accelerate moves to reconcile with Hamas. He also said that: "Jerusalem is the eternal capital of the state of Palestine."
 
I wonder if the pope had a private chat to him about that particular aspiration. Is there room for Christianity and its holy sites in Abbas' future dream country? After all, Christians aren't exactly welcome in his part of the world at the moment.
 
And notice Abbas' declaration of aggression, settlement and occupation. It's a slogan that won't die and people regularly trot out. When the "angel of peace" fiasco hit the headlines, many opinion writers resurrected the same old aggression-occupation memes.
 
So essentially what the pope did with his symbolic gesture was put to wind into Mahmoud Abbas' sails. He did this at Israel's expense, whether he intended it or not. Perhaps the pope should have given Abbas a red letter Bible instead.
 
But even if Abbas were to miraculously respond to the pope's angel-of-peace nudge, his PA party will not. The Palestinian Authority's charter calls for the "elimination of Zionism." The correct Arabic translation actually means "the liquidation of the Zionist presence." This is what Israel's Arab neighbors have wanted to do since 1948.
 
Even protestant evangelicals have a track record of honoring Israel's enemies. As Paul Wilkinson has noted in several places, Yasser Arafat had many Christian admirers yet he never changed his charter on Israel. People like Stephen Sizer, Gary Burge, Naim Ateek, Desmond Tutu, Hanan Ashrawi and Michael Prior fawned over him. Yet he died without recanting.
 
These people do more damage to the Arab-Israeli conflict than good. They don't change the Hamas or PA charters. They only serve to justify these organizations and further demonize Israel.
 
Some may be getting tired of my constantly citing Zechariah. Nevertheless here it is again:
 
Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness to all the surrounding peoples, when they lay siege against Judah and Jerusalem. Zech 12:2
 
When will all the so-called "People of the Book" sit up and pay attention?
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This week on 'The Hal Lindsey Report' - Hal Lindsey - www.hallindsey.com
 
 
The Roman Catholic church has worked hard in recent decades to erase its long, ignominious history of anti-Semitism. As with many Protestant groups, that anti-Semitism has been one of the by-products of believing that God's irrevocable promise to Abraham's physical seed has in some mystical way been transferred to the Church. 
 
In recent years, Catholic leaders have reached out to the Jewish community. Sadly, Pope Francis undid much of that effort last week when he chose to give formal recognition to the so-called State of Palestine -- even though no such state exists nor ever has existed. 
 
To further emphasize his point, the pontiff then gave Palestinian Authority president Mahmoud Abbas a medallion said to represent the angel of peace "destroying the bad spirit of war." ANSA, the Italian news agency, reported that the Pope also told Abbas that the medallion was appropriate because, "You are an angel of peace." 
 
Is this a bad joke? 
 
Mahmoud Abbas does not represent the spirit of peace, he represents the spirit of this age -- the spirit of deception. His goal has never been the peace and prosperity of the Palestinian people, but the utter annihilation of the Jewish people and the State of Israel, a state which, by the way, DOES exist and has existed for 67 years! 
 
Apparently, Pope Francis has fallen for the deception hook, line, and sinker. Abbas represents yet another group vowing yet another Jewish holocaust, and the Pope has now joined the Catholic Church to that evil. 
 
Debate is raging over whether this week's fall of Ramadi (just 80 miles west of Baghdad) to ISIS is just a minor setback as claimed by the U.S. administration or a major catastrophe, as claimed by myriad defense and foreign policy experts. 
 
But more than just the strategic or tactical implications of this major defeat of the Iraqi government and its western allies by the terrorist "JV team," the fall of Ramadi may represent an ominous shift in the global civil war between the Sunni and Shi'ia factions of Islam. That cannot be good for anyone! 
 
Further, the fall of Ramadi may prove to be just another opportunity for Iran to extend its evil influence into the Arab world and greater Middle East. The United States does not have the political will to seriously confront ISIS by the only effective action that can stop the jihadis' advance -- putting troops into the battle. 
 
However, Iran is more than willing to come to the aid of its Shiite brothers whose government controls Iraq. And not only are the desperate Iraqi leaders willing to accept Iran's help, they are allowing Iranian generals to dictate battlefield strategy! 
 
This administration has allowed Iraq to sink into a quagmire that even a Hollywood movie writer could not have envisioned a few years ago. What a mess, a dangerous, deadly mess. 
 
Last week, headlines across the country rang out the news: "Christianity in Sharp Decline!" Now, those headlines are deceptive, but then, again, what isn't deceptive in the waning days of this Age of Grace? 
 
It is true that the Pew Research Center released the findings of a study that shows that in the last seven years the number of Americans who describe themselves as "Christian" went down eight percentage points. However, there are a few things to consider before inflating the life rafts and jumping ship. 
 
We all know that the description of a "Christian" for polling purposes is vastly different from the "Christian" described in the Bible. Trust me, the number of REAL Christians in America is far smaller than the 71% of Americans who describe themselves as such. 
 
And we have to consider the fact that as our population ages and dies off, the number of people who grew up holding Judeo-Christian values sacred dies off with them. But the most compelling reason for not panicking is that the Bible warns us of this very situation in these last days. The New Testament writers described these days in great detail and said that evil will grow stronger and eventually become overwhelming. 
 
Jesus Himself said that His followers will be hated by those around them. That tells us that real Christians can't be in the majority in the final days. 
 
So don't despair. Even though it's disappointing to see the things we hold dear thrown to the ground and trampled underfoot by our fellow "Christians," remember that such things only confirm to us that our time on this earth is growing very short. 
 
It cannot be long until Jesus Himself returns to catch up His true Church and rescue us from the violent convulsions that are bearing down upon this planet and its peoples. 
 
So take this survey and other studies as a warning. Now is the time to prepare yourself, your family, and your friends for the days that are coming. Accept the free gift of pardon from sin that Jesus Christ died upon the Cross to purchase for you. It's free and you can receive it at any time. And when you do, you join God's 'forever family' and you make your reservation to escape the coming judgment! 
 
Do it now. Tomorrow may be too late. 
 
One final note. On this Memorial Day, let's remember the brave men and women of our armed forces, past and present, and give thanks for the hundreds of thousands who sacrificed their lives to safeguard our way of life. We are truly a blessed nation. Not only blessed by our wonderful Creator who made possible this great adventure called The United States of America, but blessed by those unselfish men and women who offered themselves to protect it. 
 
We owe them, and those who serve today, an immeasurable debt of gratitude. 
 
God bless you all and God bless America. 
 
Don't miss this week's Report on TBN, Daystar, CPM Network, The Word Network, various local stations, www.hallindsey.com  or www.hischannel.com 
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A Chance to Win, and 
Support Prophecy Update
(Only Two Weeks Left)
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Thanks to a very generous supporter, we are offering you a chance to win both the John MacArthur 33 volumes New Testament Commentary, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary, for a donation of just $25, for each increment of $25 dollars, your name will go into a drawing. If you donate $100 dollars for example, your name will be entered four times into the drawing. This offer will run from now until the end of May, and the drawing will be held and announced on 6/1/15. 

 
Amazing set of Bible Commentaries
 
The John MacArthur 33 volume New Testament Commentary retails for $849, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary retails for $149. So that's a total of nearly $1000 dollars, but wait there's more. We will also throw in an Ultimate Set of our DVD's, including our newest DVD, CONVERGENCE. So all together this donation-drawing is worth nearly $1200, and you can enter our donation-drawing as many times as you want. 

 
 
The MacArthur NT Commentary Series, 33 Volumes (Hard Cover)

 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/6033d668-8049-4c98-ae84-d2ba4bdad06b.jpg]
 
 
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary comes from the experience, insight, and wisdom of one of the most trusted ministry leaders and Bible teachers of our day. Each volume was written to be as comprehensive and accurate as possible, dealing thoroughly with every key phrase and word in the Bible without being unduly technical. This series helps provide a better, fuller, and richer understanding of God's word while challenging all readers-no matter what their expertise-to grow in a vibrant, spiritual walk. 

 
 
The Warren Wiersbe Bible Exposition Commentary, 6 Volumes (Hard Cover)
 

 [image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/7704e072-c129-4494-8dcb-27aa639962ca.jpg] 

 
Countless pastors, teachers, and students have pored over the best-selling Be series---and now these insightful studies are available in one complete set for a spectacular price! From Genesis to Revelation, Wiersbe unpacks the meaning and message of Scripture with a skilled exposition that remains ever-mindful of practical application. 

 
A Great Addition to any Library 
 
You can add these awesome Bible Commentaries to your personal collection, give them as a gift to someone or your church or even your pastor. Most importantly, you will be helping to support this ministry! We have set up a special section on our donations page to enter this donation-drawing, please use the link below:

 
 
 http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 
You can also mail in your donation-drawing entry to:
Prophecy Update, PO Box 40516, Bakersfield, CA 93384 
, please mark your entry for Commentary Drawing, thanks!
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
 
 
	[image: CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs]

	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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Got Peace? - By Donna Wasson - http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/wasson154.html
 
 
 So tell me, is the chaos getting to you yet? Are you feeling hard pressed from all sides by the rising threats you see and hear in the news? Do you sense the spiritual atmosphere around you crackling with an exponential increase of evil? Can you feel your blood pressure rising? Are you suffering from an increase in headaches or sleeplessness? Do you carry a sense of foreboding; that doom and death is just around the corner, waiting to pounce on you and your family?
 
 If you have no idea what I'm talking about and you're mindlessly bouncing through each day, under the impression you have the world by the tail on a downhill drag and everything is going your way, well skippy-dee-do-dah for you. You're completely hopeless and unconscious. At least you'll die happy.  
 
 The rest of us find ourselves being squeezed by increasing pain and distress. In some ways, that's a good sign! It means we're very, very close to the end of this Age of Grace. Almighty God is about to manifest Himself in a most impressive show of power to the inhabitants of this world. Although we who are the Bride of Christ are under great pressure at the moment, we're not alone. The planet and critters are in distress just as we are.
 
"For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now."  Romans 8:19-22 (KJV)
 
 Poor creation. We really made a mess of everything, didn't we! God put this perfect planet and everything on it under the dominion of Adam and when he and Eve chose to sin, the earth and all the animals on it were cursed as well. How sad for them. They were completely innocent, yet were swept up in the results of stupid humans introducing death into their existence.  
 
 I don't know about you, but I need a vacation. Not just a few days at the beach or some theme park; no, a REAL vacation where I can put down all of my responsibilities, burdens and concerns and just rest. I need to retreat into a place that is cool and quiet and beautiful, where I can sit in silence and be refreshed.  
 
 I'm bone weary mentally, emotionally and physically. Some days I feel about 92 years old, barely able or willing to get out of bed to face another day filled with the endless drudgery of life. I'm tired of hearing the words 'terrorism' and 'ISIS' every other minute. I'm tired of reading of the outrageous Machiavellian machinations of the luciferians running our government in their rabid quest to destroy this country and the American people.  
 
 I fight the despair brought on by the constant overload of information from smart phones, TV, radio and on-line communications and news feeds. Sometimes I have to ponder whether ignorance really would be bliss, but I have a responsibility from God to shout out warnings of what I see coming on the not-too-distant horizon.  
 
 I say despair because I see my beloved homeland wallowing in filth, corruption, lies and evil and there's nothing I can do to stop it. I'm stuck between wanting to fight what I know is a losing battle, and accepting what's happening is God's will, which is moving us closer to home.  
 
 Yes, you can throw in a bag, load the kids in the car and take off for parts unknown, but you'll still have to return home to the same 'ol pressures and uncertain future. You might feel a little respite but it won't really help much. The Bride is tired, and I'm positive our Groom is well aware of that fact.  
 
 There's a sense of battle fatigue with many who are just plain fed up, weary of all the threats, cruelty, disappointments and lies we face every single day. But there's no place to run...or is there?
 
 Until we get home to heaven where we'll rest forever, the Lord offers to be our Shepherd; to lead us into a lovely sun-lit valley that is quiet and safe. He wants us to lie down in the lush grass, drink in safety at the cool, clean streams of the River of Life and catch our breath while He watches over us. But how do we get there? How do we tap into that level of serenity amidst the chaos that is spinning around us?
 
 Two words: prayer closet. Unless we discipline ourselves to literally shut ourselves away to spend time alone with the Lord every day, we will not make it. We're living in the most treacherous times in world history. No other generation has ever faced the constant threat of war, disease, terror attacks, economic failure, FEMA camps, government tyranny, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, floods, droughts, tornadoes, food/water shortages, and even possible asteroid strikes.  
 
 ALL of these things are either happening now, or will happen shortly as Bible prophecy continues to play out. There's nowhere to run, folks. Nowhere to hide. No shelter to be found, except in the arms of our Heavenly Father.  
 
 Spending time alone with Him, pouring out our sorrows, concerns, needs and fears is precisely what He wants us to do. He loves and adores us and remembers that we are just dust with a very limited understanding of His ways and thoughts. Not only is He in sovereign control of every event that's happening on this earth, He knows each one of us, down to the number of hairs on our head!
 
 He's well aware of our individual circumstances and has promised to meet our every need. He'll  give you comfort in these days, as well as a supernatural sense of peace and tranquility that will stand out like a sore thumb to your friends and neighbors when all hell breaks loose around you.
 
 Jesus Himself promised  "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid."  John 14:27 (KJV) 
 
 When you spend time in His presence this peace, HIS peace, will infuse your heart and mind. It won't matter what's happening on the news or who is blowing up whom. It won't matter that natural disasters are exploding all over the earth. Terror attacks, even in this country, will not shake your faith that your Heavenly Daddy has you in the palm of His hand. You'll be able to face the last seconds of this age with grace and dignity. You'll even be able to sleep peacefully, knowing angels are watching over you and your family.  
 
 The Holy Spirit will open your eyes to discern the difference between truth and lies. He will give you wisdom to know what you need to do and when to do it. You absolutely MUST have this guidance in the days to come! Don't be like those who ignore the Lord, yet call on His name when some horror hits, expecting Him to come make it all better.
 
 You know what I'm talking about. When disaster strikes you hear people yelling "Oh my God! Oh Lord have mercy! Oh my God!" but they think nothing of blaspheming that same name in their everyday speech. I find it ironic no one ever calls out to allah or buddha or other gods. No, humans instinctively call out to YWHW because they know deep in their heart He's the only true God capable of saving them.  
 
 These are the days to shore up your strength in the Lord by spending time in His Word and His calming presence. Allow Him to quench your thirst for rest and tranquility. Repent of your sins every day. Just because we're saved doesn't mean we don't still sin; He appreciates when we apologize for our behavior and words that offend Him. Pray to stay covered by blood of Jesus for protection from the enemy. Be obedient to His commandments to love Him first, and others as much as yourself.  
 
 You can sense as well as I can that America is about to suffer judgment. Cuddle close to your Heavenly Father and stay under His wing. He does not punish the righteous with the wicked, but I'm quite sure we'll see horrible events before we're snatched home. When we face those things with peace and confidence in front of our friends and neighbors who are freaking out, they'll run to us looking for answers.  
 
 It'll be the perfect opportunity to offer them hope; to gather the final harvest of souls before we're all snatched home. Be ready to work in His fields. Don't let Him come back and find you lazy and self-absorbed. He's counting on you to help bring in the lost little sheeple. Prepare now. Spend time alone with Him every day and store up rest, peace and strength while things are relatively quiet.
 
 Terrible events are going to hit the fan very soon and it's gonna be uglier than you can imagine, but hang in there-it will all be worth it.  "For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory with shall be revealed in us." Romans 8:18 (KJV)
 
"For since the beginning of the world, men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for Him."  Isaiah 64:4 (KJV) 
 
 Whoohoo! Come quickly, Lord Jesus!  
 
 author:  bensmomi99@gmail.com  
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How Close Are We To A Post-Human World? - Belle Ringer - http://www.salvationandsurvival.com/2015/05/how-close-are-we-to-post-human-world.html
 
 
     That is a question that Sir Martin Rees, the British Astronomer Royal attempts to answer in his astute article in The Telegraph.  Before giving you some of his insightful theories on this subject, I must admit that, as a Christian, I believe some of his prognostications will never materialize, because God will not allow His creation to become so violated.  That being said, I absolutely believe that what Sir Martin predicts will be attempted by those who think they can out-maneuver God.  Therefore, it is important for us to be able to recognize the machinations of such "geniuses".
 
      Much of what Rees reveals is what we've been hearing for awhile ... due to the overcrowding and over heating of the earth, technology will become an important part of our "survival", and it will have profound ramifications on humankind; most importantly, in the sphere of agriculture, biotech, and robotics.  Because our ecology is threatened, and our "footprint" is too big, scientists and futurists tell us that something must be done to save the planet.  So, it all comes down to this realization: We can now control the weather, the development of viruses, and robotic systems; all of which have the potential to affect how -- and if -- we live.
 
      Perhaps one of the most chilling statements that Sir Martin made was this:  "And there are downsides to the huge advances in biotech, despite the bright prospects these offer for medicine and agriculture. There were reports last month that Chinese researchers had been gene-editing human embryos using a new technique called CRISPR, raising controversial ethical issues about "designer babies". But more disquieting are the experiments at the University of Wisconsin and in the Netherlands that show it's surprisingly easy to make an influenza virus more virulent and transmissible. Last October, the US federal government decided to cease funding these so-called "gain of function" experiments."
 
      Rees pointed out that such "experiments" are hotly debated among his colleagues, with some wanting to stay one step ahead of natural mutations, while others are concerned about the danger and the risks associated with such scary science.  "What would happen, for instance, if an ebola virus were modified to be transmissible through the air? And they worried that the risk of failure to contain the pathogens within the lab is too high to justify the knowledge gained."  I'm glad someone is being clear-sighted!
 
      But I found it especially frightening when he discussed the dangers that will come from millions of people having the capability to misuse biotech, and who might have access to biomedical labs, just as millions can misuse cybertech today.  "Not all those with "bio" expertise will be balanced and rational. My worst nightmare is an "eco-fanatic", empowered by the biohacking expertise that may be routine by 2050 [when 2 billion people will occupy the planet], and who thinks that "Gaia" can only be saved if the human population is reduced. The global village will have its village idiots, and they will have global range."
 
      Sir Martin also joins the chorus of voices such as physicist Stephen Hawking and Tesla Motors CEO and product architect, Elon Musk, who all warn of the dangers of the rapid ascent of artificial intelligence (AI).  "We're witnessing a momentous speed-up in artificial intelligence (AI) - in the power of machines to learn, communicate and interact with us. Computers don't learn like we do: they use "brute force" methods... Experts disagree on how long it will take before machines achieve general-purpose human level intelligence. Some say 25 years. Others say "never". The median guess in a recent survey was about 50 years... And there is disagreement about the route towards human-level intelligence. Some think we should emulate nature and reverse-engineer the human brain. Others say that's a misguided approach - like designing a flying machine by copying how birds flap their wings. But it's clear that once a threshold is crossed, there will be an intelligence explosion."
 
      All these summations bring the question of ethics and responsibility to the forefront.  But when has that ever stopped mankind's sinful nature?  From the Garden of Eden, to Nimrod's Tower of Babel, to the Third Reich's "experiments", to Ray Kurzweil's plans to transcend biology by merging our brains with computers -- the purpose of all these evil designs is to assume the role of God in our own lives.  Is it in our future "to lose our individuality and evolve into a common consciousness" with computers and robots; in essence, to spiritually "go over to the other side"?
 
      What I found so compelling about Sir Martin's discourse is that he is the Astronomer Royal, the head of the Royal Observatory in Greenwich (a position in existence since 1675) and the official scientific advisor to the British government -- and, I could go into all the conspiratorial implications that this suggests, but that is a different topic for a different day.  Nevertheless, sometimes it is best to listen to what those in prestigious positions have to say; and he appears to be warning us to pay attention and be on the alert for what is going to be inevitable in our near future. 
 
      As the chief expert on the stars and the heavens, so to speak, Rees has a particular viewpoint that I think we should heed.  In the matter of human/computer integration, listen to what he says:  "Let me briefly deploy an astronomical perspective and speculate about the really far future - the post-human era. There are chemical and metabolic limits to the size and processing power of organic brains. Maybe humans are close to these limits already. But there are no such constraints on silicon-based computers (still less, perhaps, quantum computers): for these, the potential for further development could be as dramatic as the evolution from monocellular organisms to humans. So, by any definition of "thinking", the amount and intensity that's done by organic human-type brains will, in the far future, be utterly swamped by the cerebrations of AI. Moreover, the Earth's biosphere in which organic life has symbiotically evolved is not a constraint for advanced AI. Indeed, it is far from optimal - interplanetary and interstellar space will be the preferred arena where robotic fabricators will have the grandest scope for construction, and where non-biological "brains" may develop insights as far beyond our imaginings as string theory is for a mouse... So, in the far future, it won't be the minds of humans, but those of machines, that will most fully understand the cosmos - and it will be the actions of autonomous machines that will most drastically change our world, and perhaps what lies beyond."  Does anyone else think that this is simply Satan's 21st century plan to recreate the Tower of Babel and help man gain access to the Heavenly realm and God's throne room?
 
      Can you see how far our human pride has taken us?  Do you really think God is going to let man -- whom He created -- usurp His creation of the Universe?  And if we are really that close to crossing the line into altering the organic make-up (the God-formed structure) of our brains, how long before God decides we've gone far enough, and it's time to pull the plug?  We know that God allows all things for His Glory.  Because of the speed with which these technological events are happening -- and the determination that their "creators" are exhibiting -- His Glory is soon going to fill the earth!  I can hardly wait!!
 
Isaiah 44: 9, 20:    All who fashion idols are nothing, and the things they delight in do not profit. Their witnesses neither see nor know, that they may be put to shame... a deluded heart has led him astray, and he cannot deliver himself or say, "Is there not a lie in my right hand?" 
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Honoring the preservers of liberty - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
Some time ago, I was re-watching the movie "Midway." Six months after the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, they were trying to set a trap for the US Navy and destroy it. The American commanders actually set a trap of their own and the highly outnumbered US forces won a decisive victory. I am always humbled by the selfless and heroic efforts made by the World War II generation. They sacrificed their lives for something they believed was bigger than them. They knew the value of family; the power of God; and that life and liberty was foundational to being an American, and it was worth fighting for. They were defined by their courage and character, their dedication to what was right and good.
 
For me, Memorial Day was always a solemn day first, and a day of great celebration second. Growing up, our 4-H horse club always participated in the Memorial Day Parade that wound through Rootstown, Ohio and ended up at the cemetery. There, we faced the graves of those who served their country, many who died that we might live free. Our horses were to stand at attention, and we were to sit on them, also at attention, our hats removed, as the speakers honored America's finest. Afterwards, we would load up the horses and head back to the farm, where we had a cookout, usually with Warren and Sue McCarthy, Gene and Betty Flynn, Bob and Doris Harris and their families.
 
Warren and Gene served on D-Day. They survived it. And they were decorated war heroes. Not much of what they did was ever discussed. But you somehow knew that they were special. My dad, who was a farmer during the war, was best friends with these men. He knew what went on, but would never say. They were among the finest men I knew growing up. My uncle Bob Harris served in the Philippines. There were times when he had flashbacks. My dad would get a call from my aunt and he would find Uncle Bob, talk him down and hold him until the terror passed. He, too, was a decorated hero. All these men knew the price of freedom and they understood their civic duty to their families, their God and their country.
 
I'm sure you have stories as well about the brave men and women who served in our nation's armed forces. President Ronald Reagan remembered veterans in his speech May 26, 1986. He said, "If we really care about peace, we must stay strong. If we really care about peace, we must, through our strength, demonstrate our unwillingness to accept an ending of the peace. We must be strong enough to create peace where it does not exist and strong enough to protect it where it does." To me, there will never be peace on earth until the Lord returns. Jesus said, however, in Matthew 5:9, "Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God." Many have sacrificed themselves that we may have peace and freedom. Let us honor their deeds. 
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Daily Devotion: Well Done! - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
 
"His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' " -Matthew 25:21
 
Jonathan Edwards is best known for his sermon "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" and his role in one of the great spiritual awakenings in the United States. He also was the third president of Princeton University.
 
But Edwards left an amazing legacy in other ways as well. He served the Lord to the best of his ability and made sure that his family was in church every Sunday. Of his descendants, 430 were ministers, 86 were university professors, 13 were university presidents, 75 authored books, seven were elected to Congress, and one became vice president of the United States.
 
If you're a parent, you will make choices that affect your children. Then your children will make choices that affect your grandchildren. This goes on and on, and the circle gets wider and wider. What you do will affect other people. The decisions you make will have an impact on others.
 
Some may say, "This is my life, and I make my choices." But it is bigger than that. Our choices on Earth are binding in eternity.
 
I want to be able to say to the Lord one day that I did the best I could with the life, time, and resources that He gave me. I want the Lord to say to me, "Well done, good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your Lord."
 
Don't you want to hear that?
 
You might be thinking, I've already made a bunch of mistakes. I've messed up a lot.
 
It is not too late to change. Start making good decisions from now on. Do what you can to right the wrongs that you've committed over the years. And then, from this day forward, determine to walk with God and start living the way He wants you to live. 
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
  



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	FEATURED ARTICLE



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
 
Featured Article: After Winter, Before Summer - By Michael Hile - http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/hile1.html
 
 
 The Song of Solomon talks about the Bridegroom coming for His Bride after "winter is past."  The book of Luke tells us that "the kingdom of God is near at hand" when "the fig tree, and all the trees...shoot forth" and "summer is near at hand."  The expression "winter is past" lets us know that summer has probably not yet arrived. The statement "summer is near at hand" implies that winter has passed and summer is close, but not yet here. After winter but before summer points to spring as the season when the Bridegroom says "Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away" (Song of Solomon 2:10-13, Luke 21:28-36).
 
 According to the Scriptural references just cited, spring is the season when "the fig tree putteth forth her green figs," "her branch is yet tender and putteth forth leaves,"summer is near" and "the kingdom of God is near at hand" (Song of Solomon 2:10-13, Mark 13:28-29, Luke 21:29-31, Matthew 24:32-33). When "winter is past" and "summer is near," the season in between is spring, and we are told "when ye shall see all these things" we are to emphatically "know that it (the Bridegroom and the kingdom of God) is near, even at the doors." Will the Bridegroom arrive at some future date in the spring, perhaps on the Feast of Pentecost?   
 
Although no sign is given in the Scriptures concerning "the day and hour" of the Rapture, some believe Hebrews 10:25 implies that we will be able to see  the day  of the Rapture approaching: "...Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is: but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as  you see the day approaching." Anticipation of the approaching rapture of God's saints seems to be implied in Luke 21:28: "And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for  your redemption draweth nigh."  
 
The timing of the Rapture, also called the "blessed hope" in Titus 2:13, will be as a thief in the night to those not watching, but the "times and seasons" of the Rapture will not be a surprise to those who are looking for His return (1 Thessalonians 5:4, Matthew 25:1-13). Christ told His apostles, as recorded in Acts 1:6-7, that it was not for them "...to know the times or the seasons..." for the restoration of the kingdom to Israel. Understanding the mystery of "the times and seasons" of the kingdom's restoration was not for the apostles to know but was to be reserved for a future generation.  
 
However; Christ called the Pharisees and Scribes hypocrites for not being able to "discern the signs of the times" and for not recognizing "the time of their visitation." Because Israel did not recognize the coming of their Messiah, they were temporarily blinded and this was disclosed when Jesus said "now the things which belong unto thy peace" are "now hid from thine eyes" (Matthew 16:1-3, Luke 19:41-44).  
 
"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily I say unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the time come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord" (Luke 13:34-35).
 
When Jesus cursed Israel for not recognizing the time of their visitation and for killing the prophets and stoning the messengers sent to them, He was also condemning the Pharisees and Sadducees, representatives of religious Israel, for not producing good fruit in their lives. John the Baptist spoke of this earlier.  
 
"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance...And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire" (Matthew 3:7-10).
 
Israel's lack of spiritual fruit was reflected in its religious leaders and symbolized by the cursing of the fig tree when it did not bring forth fruit.  In the parable of the barren fig tree, the tree had not produced any fruit in three years, which paralleled the three years Christ had been ministering to the fruitless, Jewish, religious leaders. If the fig tree would not produce fruit during the next, spring, growth cycle, (which paralleled many of Christ's miracles) it was to be cut down and burned.   
 
 "He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?  And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it:  And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down" (Luke 13:6-9).
 
When Israel failed to produce any spiritual fruit after the third year of Christ's ministry to the Jewish people, the kingdom of God was denied them, and they were sentenced to be "cut down" like a fruitless tree and cast into the fire. This happened when the Roman army destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D. and fulfilled Christ's prediction that "there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down" (Mark 13:2).    
 
The cursing of the fig tree symbolized Christ's rejection of Israel for not recognizing the time of their visitation by the Messiah, Jesus Christ.
 
"And on the morrow, when they were come from Bethany, he was hungry: And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find anything thereon: and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was not yet. And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter forever. And his disciples heard it...And when even was come, he went out of the city. And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots. And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Master, behold, the fig tree which thou cursedst is withered away" (Mark 11:12-21).
 
Did the Lord forsake Israel permanently? Absolutely not!   Paul informs us that Israel will one day be restored.   
 
"For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins" (Romans 11:25-27).
 
"And the Lord shall scatter you among the nations, and ye shall be left few in number among the heathen, whither the  Lord shall lead you. And there ye shall serve gods, the work of men's hands, wood and stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. But if from thence thou shalt seek the  Lord thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul
 
When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the Lord thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his voice; (For the  Lord thy God is a merciful God;) he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which he sware unto them" (Deuteronomy 4:27-31).
 
Job discloses the path a tree can follow to be restored after it has been cut down.
 
"For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease. Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the ground; Yet through the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant" (Job 14:7-9).
 
The prophet Isaiah predicted that Israel would one day "blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit" (Isaiah 27:6).
 
"And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the  Lord thy God" (Amos 9:14-15).
 
"Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely: And they shall be my people, and I will be their God: And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me forever, for the good of them, and of their children after them:  
 
And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me. Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my whole heart and with my whole soul. For thus saith the  Lord; Like as I have brought all this great evil upon this people, so will I bring upon them all the good that I have promised them" (Jeremiah 32:37-42).
 
"And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees; When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled" (Luke 21:29-32-also Matthew 24:32-34, Mark 13:29-32).
 
Israel is sometimes represented by the olive tree, fig tree or vine in the Scriptures, and other kingdoms/nations are also represented by trees (Judges 9:8-15, Daniel 4:10-28, Romans 11:13-24, Luke 21:29-31). An example of Israel being represented by the fig tree is revealed by the Lord to Jeremiah where He shows him good figs and bad figs with the good figs representing the Jews carried to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel, Ezekiel and the others who were deported were considered to be "very good figs, even like the figs that are first ripe..." (Jeremiah 24:2). Looking into the future, Israel will not be considered "good figs" until after the Lord returns with His saints to redeem the Jewish remnant and set up His millennial kingdom. 
 
When Israel became a nation on May 14, 1948, the fig tree was symbolically planted back in its land. The parable of the fig tree does not mention any figs being present when it is restored or planted back in its land.  The only signs of life present in the fig tree are the branch being tender and the leaves beginning to grow.  However, when the Bridegroom returns in the air for His Bride, there will be green figs present on the fig tree (Song of Solomon 2:13). The figs will still be green (untimely figs) when God's judgment falls on the Jewish people when they are in tribulation (Deut. 4:27-31, Rev. 6:13).
 
The presence of green figs is a sign that the figs (unbelieving Jewish remnant-Zech. 13:8-9) should be ripening soon, and harvest time (for both the godly and ungodly) is near (Dan. 12:1-3; Matt. 13:36-43, 25:31-46; Rev. 19:15).  The Jewish remnant will be unripened "green figs" up until their conversion when the Lord returns at His second coming. The appearance of the fig tree (Israel) back in its land is a sign that the generation living at that time "will not pass away before the kingdom of God is established (Dan. 2:44; 7:18, 26-27; Rev. 19:11-21).
 
When the Lord returns in the air for His saints, there will be two categories of people on the earth. The saved and unsaved, also called believers and unbelievers. All of the unbelievers will be caught off guard when the Lord returns for His saints "as a thief in the night." Some of the unbelievers are also "scoffers" who mock and make fun of the Lord's return for His saints. Among the believers, there will be those "watching," "those not watching," and some "not watching but scoffing." 
 
"If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee" (Rev. 3:3).  Those who ignore the prophetic Scriptures and make light of those who follow "the signs of the times" are in effect mocking the return of Christ and not taking the Word of God seriously.
 
"Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his coming?"  (2 Peter 3:3-14; Luke 12:31-48).  "For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off" (Romans 11:21-22).
 
 Those scoffing at the Lord's return will not see "the day approaching." That is why Daniel said that at "the time of the end" the wicked would not understand but the wise would understand (Daniel 12:10). Those who are seriously following the Lord will be following the example given in Malachi 3:16-18 and Hebrews 10:25 and will be encouraging, exhorting and comforting one another as 1 Thess. 5:11 instructs us.  
 
"Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the   Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the   Lord, and that thought upon his name.  And they shall be mine, saith the   Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.  Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not" (Malachi 3:16-18).
 
Which category do you fall into? 
 
Are you a believer or an unbeliever? Are you serving God or not serving God? Are you a " hearer only" and not a "doer" of the word (James 1:22-25)? Are you "watching," "not watching" or "scoffing" at those who are "watching?" Is your name recorded in the book of remembrance mentioned in Malachi?
 
Although we don't know "the day or hour" when the Lord will return in the air for His Saints, we can "see the day approaching." Are you  "watching," and will you be prepared to give an account of your life when the trumpet sounds (1 Thess. 4:13-18-5:1-11, Matt. 12:36, Hebrews 9:28) ?
 
"And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming" (1 John 2:28).  
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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