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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Top Israeli Islamist: Arab-Jewish War Inside Israel 'Inevitable'
Lieberman's vision: Gulf states and Israel together against Iran 
Iran reportedly agrees to 'managed' inspections of military sites
Iran denies agreement on military site inspections
Analysis: Why Iran's failure to protect religious minorities doesn't bode well for nuclear deal
Iranian official: Tehran set to overhaul fuel pricing and set a single rate
Blow to Yemen peace efforts as UN talks postponed
Saudi king vows to punish those behind Friday suicide attack in kingdom 
Saudi clerics urge calm as village hit by Islamic State seethes
ISIS kills 400, mostly women & children, in Palmyra
Hezbollah vows to step up involvement in Syria's civil war
Nasrallah calls on region to fight ISIS: They are no stronger than Israel, US
Hezbollah's Nasrallah: The US can't protect anyone from ISIS
ISIS Suggests It Can Smuggle a Nuke Into US Through Mexico
ISIS rises, the economy falters, and Obama's legacy falls apart
Iraqi forces 'failed to fight' in Ramadi: Pentagon chief
Veterans frustrated by presidential debate on Iraq war
U.S. military and civilians are increasingly divided
Rising fears of chemical attack by UK jihadists
Afghan Peace Envoy Met Taliban in Secret China Talks
Women's activists cross from North to South Korea, say divide can be bridged
Countries pick sides in global fight for the Internet 
Belgian privacy watchdog threatens Facebook over user tracking 
As antitrust case looms, 'Peak Google' debated
Google Patents Toys That Watch and Listen to Your Kids
Huckabee: NSA spying, Clinton's private emails making Americans 'more distrustful' of government
Texas House tentatively approves funding for police body cameras
Police arrest 71 during protests after Cleveland officer's acquittal
California governor proposes amnesty program for those who cannot pay traffic debt
Greece warns it is set to default on debt repayment loans 
5.8 magnitude earthquake hits near Bristol Island, South Sandwich Islands
5.7 magnitude earthquake hits near Pangai, Tonga
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits the Southern Mid-Atlantic Ridge
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits the Central Mid-Atlantic Ridge 
Ubinas volcano in Peru erupts to 21,000ft
Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 13,000ft
Two dead, mother and two children missing after floods hit Oklahoma, Texas
Japan to give $400 mn to Pacific islands to fight climate change
Catholics organize to promote pope's climate change message 
Church unnerved by Ireland's huge 'Yes' to gay marriage
Opposition slam Australian PM for dismissing idea of referendum on same-sex marriage
Same-sex marriage debate must be this year, Australian Liberal party figures say 
Obama to 5-Year-Old Gay Marriage Advocate: 'Couldn't Agree More!'
Alarming Increase in STDs Leads to a Concerned Report by RIDE
Fox network launching new TV series that glorifies Lucifer; marketed with pro-Satan tweets
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Israel Watch: Zechariah On Deck
1. Hamas Declares Jerusalem 'Eternal Capital' of Islamic World
1. Hezbollah seizes hilltops from al-Qaida in Syrian province bordering Israel
1. No army in Mid East is challenging ISIS - Iran regroups to defend S. Iraqi Shiites, Assad to save Damascus
1. Nearing Midnight: Spirit Speak and Unholy Peace
1. An Urgent Memorial Day Wake-Up Call: Marriage, Scripture, Abortion
1. Memorial Day 2015
1. Daily Devotion: The Company You Keep
1. Featured Article: Inching Closer Towards the Main Event?: Isis vs. Israel        
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Israel Watch: Zechariah On Deck - Jim Fletcher -
http://www.raptureready.com/rap15.html
 
 
Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee.
 
For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.
 
Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. (Zechariah 14:1-3)
 
(Note: please avail yourself of the excellent reporting by Israel correspondent Brian Schrauger at  www.bridgesforpeace.com/us)
 
Zechariah On Deck
 
For 67 years, the state of Israel has been a burr under many saddles. The Jewish state, the modern dream of the ancients (and men like Theodor Herzl and David Ben Gurion), is an astonishing miracle, in myriad ways.
 
I have been gripped by this fact since my first trip in 1998.
 
Before that, since birth really, I was privileged to grow up in a home where Bible prophecy was taught and believed. Not only do I look back on that fondly, contrary to much opinion among evangelical leadership elites today, I consider that heritage to be vital to my worldview. Especially as we face the future. 
 
The soon future.
 
I am often struck by how quickly Israel is being marginalized and encircled by her enemies. Those enemies are not only the obvious ones: jihadists, Middle East despots, and political foes.
 
They also very much include diplomatic elites, media figures, entertainment figures, and religious "leaders." It is the latter category that I find the most odious. Many Christians in the pews, and even many pro Israel folks, simply do not grasp the enormity of this problem.
 
Writing in the newsletter for the UMC's General Board of Church and Society, Janet Lahr Lewis ("Advocacy Coordinator for the Middle East") presented this profoundly immoral statement:
 
"Don't participate in Holocaust Remembrance Day without participating in Al Nakba Remembrance Day. Don't visit a Holocaust museum until there is one built to remember the other holocausts in the world: the on-going Palestinian holocaust, the Rwandan, the Native American, the Cambodian, the Armenian... You could be waiting a long time!"
 
One hardly knows where to start, and that is another telltale sign that we are living in the last days, which call to mind 2 Timothy 3. Presumably, Lewis is not stupid, and knows that there is no such Palestinian genocide going on, nor was there ever one. The Holocaust, perpetrated by the Nazis, but acquiesced to by many others, is unique in history.  
 
It was the campaign to murder every single Jew.
 
The fiendish statement by Lewis is symptomatic of what ails the American Church: a misunderstanding (in many cases, willful misunderstanding) of the Arab-Israeli conflict. Decades of leftist thought have now reached full-flower in the American Church. The United Methodist Church is officially one of the most anti-Israel denominations in history, but far from alone. The President's own United Church of Christ is also front-and-center.
 
As I've documented, too, even the Southern Baptist Convention and the Assemblies of God are now slowly emerging as supportive of the Palestinian narrative, or at least softening their stance on Israel.
 
When Benjamin Netanyahu's new government was seated earlier this week, President Reuven Rivlin had some interesting remarks (as reported by Brian Schrauger at www.bridgesforpeace.com ):  
 
"Before they were positioned for Israel's de facto yearbook photo, President Reuven Rivlin admonished the new administration. And to vicarious observers on the other side of press corps lenses and computers, he also exhorted the country, its enemies and a watching world.
 
"Most new governments have the benefit of a honeymoon or grace period for one hundred days. This one, he implied, probably does not.
 
"'There are great challenges that this government must deal with from the outset, without a 100-day grace period,' he said. 'Previous [Israeli] governments did not face such challenges in the same way or with the same intensity.' This government, he noted, has unusually intense matters at hand in both foreign affairs and domestic. 'With regard to foreign affairs,' he said, 'you are required to deal with international pressure in a manner that demands endurance and the ability to make considered decisions which will not lead the State of Israel to isolation, but will preserve the red lines of Israeli diplomacy. On the domestic front, you face the urgent and crucial mission to present a budget which will provide an answer to the social and economic needs of the citizens of Israel - from housing and employment to welfare.'
 
Quite interestingly, Netanyahu departed from a purely political line by invoking the founding document of Zionists for all time:
 
"...Alluding to the Bible, as, it seems, he does with increasing regularity, Netanyahu made a direct link to his vision for Jerusalem and the ethos by which Israel sets its governmental compass.
 
"'The People of Israel returned to its land, and established here the State of Israel, a Jewish and democratic state,' he said. It is 'a state which preserves the rule of law and respects every human being. Here in our eternal capital of Jerusalem, the Prophets of Israel embedded the eternal values of humanity, but also embedded the eternal values of our people-to which we are committed in each generation. I am proud to be the Prime Minister of Israel, and I will do all in my power, together with my ministers, to honor the mandate we have been given by the citizens of Israel. There is nothing more valuable than that.'"
 
When Rivlin says that Israel must preserve the red lines of its diplomacy, he is certainly calling to mind the challenges Israel faces. The international political climate for Israel at present is nasty and vicious. However, as I constantly repeat, the epic fail on the part of American Evangelical leadership, with regard to Israel and the Palestinians, is bordering on catastrophic.  
 
I think that language is not over-the-top.
 
Not only are celebrities like Rick Warren and Bill Hybels negligent in supporting Israel, in important ways they are complicit in the drive to marginalize and defame the Jewish state. In a blog post published by Lynne Hybels', the Willow Creek Association co-founder had this to say:
 
"So . . . it was October 2008. I had been invited by Dr. Gilbert Bilezikian-Bill's mentor and mine-to attend a conference in Amman, Jordan, taught entirely by Arab Christians from Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt, Iraq and the West Bank. To a person, these ministry leaders said they felt abandoned by Western Christians. And, of course, they are; to most Western Christians the phrase 'Arab Christian' is an oxymoron. We experience a severe case of cognitive dissonance when hear about indigenous Iraqi Christians or the ancient Egyptian Coptic Church or-even more surprising-Palestinian Christians whose ancestors have been 'on the land' from the time of Christ. What? Why didn't we realize this? What should we do about it?"
 
Bilezikian, of Armenian descent, and a teacher in Beirut, Lebanon for many years, the concept of pro Israel support is unacceptable. He has mentored Bill and Lynne Hybels since at least 1975. Here is a statement from his book, "Christianity 101," published by the left-leaning publisher Zondervan:
 
"Since the link between current events and 'prophetic truth' is sometimes made in connection with the biblical concept of Israel, it is appropriate to sketch a brief outline for the discussion of such teachings. The view that Israel, defined as an ethnic people, has an eschatological role to play is especially prominent in an approach called Dispensationalism. The foundations of this system of biblical interpretation was laid in the writings of a nineteenth century Plymouth Brethren leader from Britain named J.N. Darby. Those views have been ardently received and propagated by certain groups in North America, primarily the fundamentalist groups."
 
Here, of course, Bilezikian, trots out the propaganda that biblical support for Israel started with a 19th century Irish preacher.
 
If it seems like I'm digressing and meandering, I hope you'll see the vast network of anti-Israel conspirators (who really operate in the open), all of whom have helped push Israel into the place she now finds herself: having "unusually intense matters at hand in both foreign affairs and domestic."
 
All this causes Zechariah's later prophecies to loom large, for as I also often say, the single greatest sign we are living in the last days is the increasing international pressure on Israel, which, I would argue, borders on psychotic.
 
What else can you call a comparison between the Palestinians' lack of statehood and the...Holocaust?
 
Truly, we are on the edge of something epic. Far from fearful or even worried, I am in fact thrilled that Someone is in charge, loves all of us (including the Palestinians), and wants the best for us. Since we cannot accomplish that ourselves, He is preparing to usher in glory. Thank you, Father, for your mercies, which are everlasting.
 
That remnant of us that prays intensely for our Jewish friends, let us resolve more than ever to stand with Israel right through to the end, when the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will intervene, to fight for her in the day of battle.
 
 jim@prophecymatters.com 
 
 www.prophecymatters.com 
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Hamas Declares Jerusalem 'Eternal Capital' of Islamic World - Tzvi Ben-Gedalyahu - http://www.jewishpress.com/news/breaking-news/hamas-declares-jerusalem-as-eternal-capital-of-islamic-world/2015/05/25/
 
 
The terrorist organization also copied the Israeli phrase that Jerusalem always will be "undivided."
 
Hamas has declared that Jerusalem is the eternal capital of the Islamic world," the Saudi Arabia-backed Al-Resalah reported.
 
The terrorist organization that rules Gaza and has cells in Judea and Samaria "warned of the repercussions of Israeli decisions to transfer government ministers to Occupied Jerusalem, dubbing the move a flagrant violation of international resolutions," according to the website.
 
Hamas official, Ezzet Resheq wrote:
 
Jerusalem will remain as intrinsically Palestinian and indivisible as it has always been. It will oust all Judaization schemes.
 
Hamas has decided to convince its followers that Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu's recent appointment of government ministers is some kind of unprecedented move, as if the Jews all of a sudden have woken up.
 
It appears that Hamas is desperate for propaganda to shore up support from the poor Gaza Arabs who suffer under the regime.
 
Resheq announced that the appointments are "a flagrant violation of international laws and a manifestation of the state of despair and panic overwhelming Israelis and the future of their colonizing entity."
 
"There is no doubt that the Israeli occupation will take its last breath sometime soon," he added." But Jerusalem shall forever remain Arabs [sic] and Muslims' [sic] own property and the eternal capital of the Palestinian independent state and the Islamic nation as a whole."
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Hezbollah seizes hilltops from al-Qaida in Syrian province bordering Israel - http://www.jpost.com/Breaking-News/Hezbollah-seizes-hilltops-from-al-Qaida-in-Syrian-province-bordering-Israel-404008
 
 
Hezbollah fighters have captured two hilltops from al-Qaida's Syria wing Nusra Front in areas close to the Lebanese border and have killed dozens of enemy combatants, Hezbollah-run al-Manar television reported on Monday.
 
It said in a newsflash that the Lebanese Shi'ite Muslim group had captured the hilltops of Quba'a and Naqar in Syria's southwestern Quneitra province, which lies in sensitive territory close to Lebanon and Israel.
 
Iranian-backed Hezbollah has supported Syrian President Bashar Assad in his country's civil war. The group's leader, Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, has vowed to clear the border area of Sunni Muslim militant groups that have carried out attacks on Lebanese soil.
 
Nasrallah said on Sunday that Hezbollah was willing to increase its presence in Syria when needed and that the fight was part of a wider strategy to prevent groups like Nusra Front, and the ultra-hardline Islamic State, from taking over the region.
 
He added that an offensive his group is leading in the mountainous region of Qalamoun along the border between Syria and Lebanon would last "until the borders are secured." Lebanon was torn apart by its own civil war from 1975 to 1990, and officials have voiced concerns about cross-border offensives that they warn could drag the smaller country further into the Syrian conflict.
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No army in Mid East is challenging ISIS - Iran regroups to defend S. Iraqi Shiites, Assad to save Damascus - http://www.debka.com/article/24619/No-army-in-Mid-East-is-challenging-ISIS-Iran-regroups-to-defend-S-Iraqi-Shiites-Assad-to-save-Damascus-
 
 
Hassan Nasrallah Saturday, May 23, called his Lebanese Shiite Hezbollah movement to the flag, because "we are faced with an existential crisis" from the rising belligerence of the Islamist State of Iraq and the Levant. His deputy, Sheik Naim Qssem, sounded even more desperate: "The Middle East is at the risk of partition" in a war with no end in sight, he said. "Solutions for Syria are suspended. We must now see what happens in Iraq."
 
The price Iran's Lebanese proxy has paid for fighting alongside Bashar Assad's army for four years is cruel: some 1,000 dead and many times that number of wounded. Its leaders now understood that their sacrifice was in vain. ISIS has brought the Syrian civil war to a new dead end.
 
 This week, a 15-year old boy was eulogized by Hezbollah's leaders for performing his "jihadist duty" in Syria.
 
 Clearly, for their last throw in Syria, the group, having run out of adult combatants, is calling up young boys to reinforce the 7,000 fighting there.
 
The Syrian president Bashar Assad is in no better shape. He too has run dangerously short of fresh fighting manpower. Even his own Alawite community has let him down. Scarcely one-tenth of the 1.8 million Alawites have remained in Syria. Their birthrate is low, and those who stayed behind are hiding their young sons to keep them from being sent to the front lines.
 
Assad also failed to enlist the Syrian Druze minority to fight for his regime, just as Hezbollah's Nasrallah was rebuffed when he sought to mobilize the Lebanese army to their cause. This has left Hezbollah and the Syrian ruler alone in the battlefield with dwindling strength against two rival foes:  ISIS and the radical Syrian opposition coalition calling itself Jaish al-Fatah - the Army of Conquest - which is spearheaded by Al Qaeda's Nusra Front and backed to topple Assad by Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Turkey.
 
Nasrallah tried to paint a brave picture of full mobilization to expand the war to all parts of Syria. However, Sunday, May 24, a key adviser to Assad admitted that his regime and its allies were being forced to regroup. 
 
 Their forces were withdrawing from the effort to shift the Islamists from the land they have conquered - about three-quarters of Syrian territory - and concentrating on defending the cities, Damascus, Homs and Latakia, home to the bulk of the population, as well as the strategic Damascus highway to the coast and Beirut. Hezbollah needed to build up the Lebanese border against hostile access.
 
 But Syrian cities, the Lebanese border and the highway are still under threat - from Syrian rebel forces.
 
The Iraqi army, for its part, has been virtually wiped out, along with the many billions of dollars the US spent on training and weapons. There is no longer any military force in Iraq, whether Sunni or Shiite, able to take on ISIS and loosen its grip on the central and western regions.
 
The Kurdish peshmerga army, to whom President Barack refused to provide armaments for combating the Islamists, has run out of steam. An new offensive would expose the two main towns of the semi-autonomous Kurdish Republic - the capital Irbil and the oil city of Kirkuk - to the depredations of the Islamist belligerents.
 
A quick scan of Shiite resources reveals that in the space between the Jordan River and the Euphrates and Tigris, Iran commands the only force still intact in Iraq - namely, the Iraqi, Afghan and Pakistani Shiite militias, who are trained and armed by the Revolutionary Guards.
 
 This last remaining fighting force faces its acid test in the battle ongoing to recover Baiji, Iraq's main oil refinery town. For the first time, Iranian troops are fighting in Iraq, not just their surrogates, but in the Baiji campaign they have made little headway in three weeks of combat. All they have managed to do is break through to the 100 Iraqi troops stranded in the town, but ISIS fighting strength is still not dislodged from the refinery.
 
 The Obama administration can no longer pretend that the pro-Iranian Shiite militias are the panacea for the ISIS peril. Like Assad, Tehran too is being forced to regroup. It is abandoning the effort to uproot the Islamists from central and western Iraq and mustering all its Shiite military assets, such as the Badr Brigade, to defend the Shiite south - the shrine towns of Najef and Karbala, Babil (ancient Babylon) and Qadisiya - as well as planting an obstacle in the path of the Islamists to Iraq's biggest oil fields and only port of Basra.
 
 The Shiite militias flown in by Tehran from Pakistan and Afghanistan have demonstrated in Syria and Iraq alike that they are neither capable nor willing to jump into any battlefields.
 
 The upshot of this cursory scan is that not a single competent army capable of launching all-out war on ISIS is to be found in the Middle East heartland - in the space between the 1,000km long Jordan and the Euphrates and Tigris to the east, or between Ramadi and the Saudi capital of Riyadh to the south.
 
 By Sunday, May 24, this perception had seeped through to the West. US Defense Secretary Ashton Carter, remarked: "What apparently happened was that the Iraqi forces just showed no will to fight." The former British army chief Lord Dannatt was more down to earth. Since the coalition air force campaign had failed to stop ISIS's advance, he said "it was time to think the previously unthinkable" and send 5,000 ground troops to fight the Islamists in Syria and Iraq.
 
 The next day, Monday, Tehran pointed the finger of blame for the latest debacles in Iraq at Washington. Al Qods Brigades chief Gen. Qassem Soleimani was quoted by the English language Revolutionary Guards mouthpiece Javan as commenting: "The US didn't do a damn thing to stop the extremists' advance on Ramadi." 
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COMING SOON!

Our new video is in production, and this may be the most important video that we have ever produced.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night, is a video that every believer should own.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night is an excellent video for witnessing and evangelizing here and now! More importantly, it is also a video that each one of us will want to make sure that our loved ones, that missed the Rapture, will have and watch and prayerfully accept the Lord's gift of eternal salvation!
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We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
"The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" will be released on *7/3/15, Pre-Order your copy today. When you Pre-Order one of our videos, not only are you making sure that you will be one of the first to receive it, you are also helping to fund the video. 
 
Production Costs

 
Every video cost us about $2000 dollars to produce, you can also donate to our general fund if you feel led to help us offset the production costs, we will be forever grateful!
 
To Pre-Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
If you feel led to help us offset the production cost of this video, please use the following link to make a tax deductible donation, thanks and God Bless.
  
 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/donations.html
  
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384

 
Also, there is still time to enter our drawing for the Bible Commentary sets, see below for more information!
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A Chance to Win, and 
Support Prophecy Update
(Only 7 days left to enter)
 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/d596036f-4a1c-41a4-8d2c-7ab01ddc39fb.jpg]
 
 
Thanks to a very generous supporter, we are offering you a chance to win both the John MacArthur 33 volumes New Testament Commentary, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary, for a donation of just $25, for each increment of $25 dollars, your name will go into a drawing. If you donate $100 dollars for example, your name will be entered four times into the drawing. This offer will run from now until the end of May, and the drawing will be held and announced on 6/1/15. 

 
Amazing set of Bible Commentaries
 
The John MacArthur 33 volume New Testament Commentary retails for $849, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary retails for $149. So that's a total of nearly $1000 dollars, but wait there's more. We will also throw in an Ultimate Set of our DVD's, including our newest DVD, CONVERGENCE. So all together this donation-drawing is worth nearly $1200, and you can enter our donation-drawing as many times as you want. 

 
 
The MacArthur NT Commentary Series, 33 Volumes (Hard Cover)

 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/6033d668-8049-4c98-ae84-d2ba4bdad06b.jpg]
 
 
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary comes from the experience, insight, and wisdom of one of the most trusted ministry leaders and Bible teachers of our day. Each volume was written to be as comprehensive and accurate as possible, dealing thoroughly with every key phrase and word in the Bible without being unduly technical. This series helps provide a better, fuller, and richer understanding of God's word while challenging all readers-no matter what their expertise-to grow in a vibrant, spiritual walk. 

 
 
The Warren Wiersbe Bible Exposition Commentary, 6 Volumes (Hard Cover)
 

 [image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/7704e072-c129-4494-8dcb-27aa639962ca.jpg] 

 
Countless pastors, teachers, and students have pored over the best-selling Be series---and now these insightful studies are available in one complete set for a spectacular price! From Genesis to Revelation, Wiersbe unpacks the meaning and message of Scripture with a skilled exposition that remains ever-mindful of practical application. 

 
A Great Addition to any Library 
 
You can add these awesome Bible Commentaries to your personal collection, give them as a gift to someone or your church or even your pastor. Most importantly, you will be helping to support this ministry! We have set up a special section on our donations page to enter this donation-drawing, please use the link below:

 
 
 http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 
You can also mail in your donation-drawing entry to:
Prophecy Update, PO Box 40516, Bakersfield, CA 93384 
, please mark your entry for Commentary Drawing, thanks!
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Nearing Midnight: Spirit Speak and Unholy Peace - Terry James - http://www.raptureready.com/rap16.html
 
 
In George Orwell's 1947 novel, 1984, the dictatorship that controlled much of Oceania rearranged news to fit the moment. The propaganda machine rewrote history on a daily, even hourly, basis to fit the narrative Big Brother wanted the hapless victims of the regime to receive. I believe one of the terms used for this journalism was "Newspeak." 
 
There was inflicted upon the citizens of this regional superpower the technique called "doublethink," in which everything that was reasonable and good was to be thought of as bad and evil, as long as it fit the Big Brother model for life in Oceania. 
 
I'm getting the same feeling as when I read that novel for the first time so many years ago while in college. We are being fed, it seems to me, a line of Newspeak aimed at creating doublethink, while this generation closes in on the very end of the age. 
 
The term that comes to mind for what is being foisted upon a dumbed-down world of those who would rather be entertained than informed is something like "Spiritspeak." The world continues to be moved toward a time of an unholy peace--peace that Daniel the prophet called "peace that destroys many" (Daniel 8: 25). Isaiah the prophet calls it a "covenant made with death and hell" (Isaiah 28: 15). 
 
Recently, the world's most noted spiritual leader spoke into the ear of the world this Spiritspeak. He gave his personal if not papal blessing to one of God's chosen people's proven enemies. The pronouncement came upon the Vatican's decision to formally recognize Palestine as an independent state. Although not a "spiritual" dictate from Pope Francis, it was issued in Spiritspeak language, with the Pope, in a warm embrace, declaring the Palestinian Authority head, Mahmoud Abbas, an "angel of peace." 
 
The pronouncement was given as the Vatican is making moves to align with the European Union in getting firmly into the peace process in the Middle East. While the Obama administration and State Department appear to be stepping back from that process, the Pope and the EU are bringing pressure to bear on Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to accept the proposed two-state solution to the millennia-long conflict. 
 
President Obama, practically at the same time Pope Francis was calling Abbas an "angel of peace," was again undercutting the newly-re-elected Israeli prime minister as has become his usual way. In his own Newspeak way, Obama said the following in speaking to Al-Arabiya, the Saudi-owned, pan-Arab television station: 
 
"What I think at this point, realistically, we can do," Obama said, "is to try to rebuild trust - not through a big overarching deal, which I don't think is probably possible in the next year, given the makeup of the Netanyahu government, given the challenges I think that exist for President Abbas - but if we can start building some trust around." 
 
One doesn't have to be expert at reading between the lines; Obama put it right out there. Abbas is the one who has to put up with the subterfuge and with the sabotage against peace by Netanyahu. But, the president interjects, he hopes trust can be established, despite the Netanyahu government's evil mindset. 
 
Both the pope and the U.S. president are rewriting history in this Spiritspeak that is from direction other than from Heaven. God cannot lie (Titus 1:2). The Pope and president are trying to dupe us all into accepting the equivalent of Orwell's literary device known as doublethink. 
 
God says such a phony peace as they want established will end up destroying many throughout the world. These "leaders" tell us such peace is man's salvation. 
 
We can know of the unholy Spiritspeak taking place that calls good evil and evil good, simply by understanding the real history of the PA leader, Mahmoud Abbas. Although admittedly presented from a pro-Israel viewpoint, the following is true, as an examination of real history of what is written here will verify: 
 
The only path forward for a two state solution to the conflict is for the Palestinians to be given statehood only after they have made peace with Israel and not before. Abbas and his predecessor, Yasir Arafat, have repeatedly refused Israeli offers of peace and statehood.
 
To this day, he refuses to sign any deal that recognizes the legitimacy of a Jewish state no matter where its borders are drawn. That alone should be enough to deny Abbas the title of "angel of peace." But that isn't the only reason. 
 
Abbas was a longtime deputy to arch-terrorist Arafat and played a role in organizing and financing many acts of brutal terrorism. But unlike other world leaders who might have employed violence in his youth and then became a statesman, Abbas has never really changed. He is the same man who wrote a doctoral thesis that centered on Holocaust denial at Moscow's Patrice Lumumba University that was published in 1984... 
 
Just as important, though he occasionally makes statements about wanting peace when speaking to Western audiences or the international media, his official PA media incites hatred against Jews and Israel on a regular basis. (Jonathan Tobin, "Sorry, Your Holiness, You Are Dangerously Wrong," Jewish World Review, May 18, 2015) 
 
It seems beyond ironic that Abbas, in the year 1984, had published his thesis denying the Nazi Hholocaust against the Jews. It seems that Spiritspeak was particularly active that year, in preparation to the lead-up to the end-times unholy peace.
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An Urgent Memorial Day Wake-Up Call: Marriage, Scripture, Abortion - Shane Idleman - http://www.christianpost.com/news/marriage-scripture-abortion-an-urgent-memorial-day-wake-up-call-139477/
 
 
"We have forgotten God, and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own." Abraham Lincoln
 
Over the last few decades, Americans have seen the destruction of the institution of marriage between a man and a woman, the removal of God's Word in several areas, and the aborting of millions of babies. Ironically, many of the men and women who died for our freedoms did not die for what we are becoming today. Many gave their lives in order that we would be "one nation under God," not above God.
 
A Fifth Division graveyard sign in Iwo Jima, Japan, states it well:
 
"When you go home, tell them for us and say, 'For your tomorrows we gave our today.'" What a travesty when we fail to honor those who gave their lives for the freedoms we now enjoy. This Memorial Day, let's remember those who gave their lives and those who continue to defend our freedoms.
 
In the words of Mr. O'Brien who served in World War II: "It is the soldier, not the reporter, who has given us the freedom of the press. It is the soldier, not the poet, who has given us the freedom of speech. It is the soldier, not the campus organizer, who gives us the freedom to demonstrate." O'Brien continues: "It is the soldier who salutes the flag, who serves beneath the flag, and whose coffin is draped by the flag, who allows the protester to burn the flag."
 
Let's be very clear on this: "A people that values its privileges above its principles soon loses both" (Dwight D. Eisenhower). Historically, we know that God judged those nations who continually tolerated sin; wrong choices had devastating consequences. Arnold Toynbee, who wrote A Study of History, said: "Of the 22 civilizations that have appeared in history, 19 of them collapsed when they reached the moral state America is in today." Brace yourself...this is a quote from the 1960s.
 
Most realize that a republican democracy, like ours in America, cannot last forever. Eventually, there is a collapse due to moral decay and financial irresponsibility-liberty often leads to abundance; abundance to complacency; complacency to apathy; apathy to a loss of freedom. Based on this, where are we today?
 
Unfortunately, countless people are confusing God's patience with His approval. "Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just; that His justice cannot sleep forever" (Thomas Jefferson). God, not the government, has the final say!
 
America has been desensitized one generation at a time, one court decision at a time, one compromise at a time, and we are drowning in a cesspool of relativism. "The wicked freely parade and prance about while evil is praised throughout the land" (Psalm 12:8).
 
There are times to encourage, motivate, and uplift, but there are also times to confront, challenge, and contend for what is right-that time is now! We are experiencing the rapid deterioration of a nation right before our eyes. This is not the time for passivity, but for prayer...to weep, fast, and petition God. Woe be to the church that is in a hurry to burn through a sermon, scurry through worship, and head to the nearest restaurant.
 
We've heard these questions before, and we will hear them again: If not now, when? If not here, where? If not us, who? God said that He looked for a man from among the leaders who would build a wall and stand in the gap before Him on behalf of the land that He might not destroy it, but He found no one (Ezekiel 22:30). This was true in Ezekiel's day, and it's true today. God is still looking for men and women to do what is right.
 
Today, the courts have taken it upon themselves to assume the role of a law-making body, rather than a protector of the Constitution; they have become political rather than constitutional. The wall of separation of church and state that was designed to protect America's freedoms has now imprisoned her.
 
For those who believe we should remain passive and silent, I challenge you to read the writings of the Old Testament prophets. They lamented, shed tears, and pleaded with the people and the leaders to turn from their sins and to turn back to God-they spoke the truth in love. Even Jesus wept for Jerusalem when He saw that her destruction was near.
 
One of my great concerns is for the pulpits of America. Many are exchanging truth for tolerance, boldness for balance, and conviction for cowardliness. We don't want to offend; we might lose our audience. But we are not to seek the applause of men but the applause of God.
 
Pastors (and Christian leaders alike) must take responsibility for the spiritual health of our people. The pulpit inevitably sets the tone of the religious climate of the nation. A culture void of God simply reflects the lack of conviction in the pulpit as well as the pew.
 
I conclude with words from John Winthrop (1588-1649)-one of the leading figures in the founding of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, "We shall be a city upon a hill, the eyes of all people are upon us; so that if we shall deal falsely with our God in this work we have undertaken, and so cause Him to withdraw His present help from us, we shall be made a story and a byword through the world."
 
But hope is found in the famous Scripture that many love to quote but few want to obey: 2 Chronicles 7:14 calls out from the past with resounding clarity to America today: "If My people will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven, forgive their sins, and heal their land."
 
Without question, repentance, prayer, and humility before God is our only hope.
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Memorial Day 2015 - Alan Caruba - http://canadafreepress.com/index.php/article/72247
 
 
We need to remind ourselves that Memorial Day is not just another three-day weekend or a day when all manner of sales are offered to those who want to go shopping. It is a day set aside to honor the ultimate sacrifice of those who have fought to defend our nation and take military action in foreign nations. We honor, too, those who suffered wounds and returned home.
 
We like to think of America as a nation that has gone to war only when we had to, but a new book, "America Invades: How We've Invaded or Been Invaded with Almost Every Country on Earth" tells a different story based on history.
 
As documented by its authors, Christopher Kelly and Stuard Laycock, America, "has invaded or fought in eighty-four out of 194 countries (countries recognized by the United Nations and excluding the United States) in the world. That's 43 percent of the total. And it hasn't been militarily involved with just ninety or a hundred countries. It has had some form of military involvement with a spectacular 191 out of 194. That's more than 98 percent."
 
"Most people," the authors note "would probably agree that much of what America has done around the world has clearly been wise and noble (as in helping liberate Europe from Nazi tyranny.) Some, however, have been wrong and/or unwise. And some of what America has done has been in-between. In some sense, it's like looking at the history of one's own family. And, indeed, all of it-the liberations, the fiascos, and follies-is, in some sense, part of the history of every American citizen."
 
That's why it is a good idea to pause on Memorial Day because as an American it is part of your history. "Americans are always hoping for peace but usually preparing for war" says the authors who remind us that "the American eagle is an ambivalent bird holding arrows in the talons of one foot and an olive branch in the other."
 
Our natural instinct is for peace. Only aggressive nations, usually led by despots, want war. That is not a description of America. We have not, however, shied from war when the enemy was a well-defined aggressor.
 
"In the twenty-first century, the United States, though challenged by Russia and China, is the sole remaining superpower. The global responsibilities that we began to shoulder in the twentieth century seem today more burdensome than ever. The cost of being the world's policeman seems exorbitant in terms of both lives and treasure."
 
That's why we need to remind ourselves that, as a former Secretary of Defense, Robert Gates, has said of America, "We are the indispensable nation."
 
We have learned what happens when our President has retreated from the responsibility to deter war. Since leaving Iraq with no U.S. military ground support that nation which was stable at the end of our war there has come under attack by the Islamic State. The President's efforts to reach a deal with Iran that would allow them to become a nuclear power is causing Arab states to regard the U.S. as abandoning them and could lead to a nuclear arms race in a part of the world that is far from stable.
 
The U.S. in the wake of World War Two has a vast network of bases and alliances that span the world. Many of those bases were created at the invitation of the host nation. The result, as the authors note is that "The U.S. military, but virtue of its global reach, is almost invariably the first to respond to natural disasters as they occur around the world. If not us, then who will?"
 
On Memorial Day we honor our sons and daughters who gave their lives when their nation called on them.
 
"Today the sacrifice of over 218,000 American servicemen and servicewomen is memorialized in military cemeteries in twenty-four different overseas cemeteries in eleven different countries. The boundaries of Jefferson's Empire of Liberty, therefore, stretch around the world."
 
We worry about the emergence of other world powers, but I doubt that Russia which lost 127 million of its people in World War Two or China which is focused on building an economy based heavily on world trade are serious wartime threats.
 
That does not, however, exclude the likelihood that events may cause the next President to conclude that the only way to put the lid on the Middle East is to return militarily to Iraq and to make it clear to Iran that its nuclear ambitions are untenable and unacceptable.
 
The ancient Romans knew a truth they share in the phrase, "Si vis pacem, para bellum."  If you want peace, plans for war.
 
About the only thing that is predictable is that somewhere in the world there will be new wars and, given its power and its responsibility, America may well be engaged in restoring the peace.
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Daily Devotion: The Company You Keep - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
 
It isn't my responsibility to judge outsiders, but it certainly is your responsibility to judge those inside the church who are sinning. God will judge those on the outside; but as the Scriptures say, "You must remove the evil person from among you." -1 Corinthians 5:12-13
 
When I'm around nonbelievers, I don't expect them to behave like believers. I don't hold them to the standards of Christians. But sometimes Christians will get really uptight around nonbelievers. They used a cuss word. They said something that is contrary to my faith.
 
I am not saying that we should condone everything that nonbelievers say or do. But I am saying that we should love them, be kind to them, and engage them as much as we can. We want to build a bridge to nonbelievers.
 
The apostle Paul told the believers at Corinth, "When I wrote to you before, I told you not to associate with people who indulge in sexual sin. But I wasn't talking about unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or are greedy, or cheat people, or worship idols. You would have to leave this world to avoid people like that" (1 Corinthians 5:9-10).
 
If we break off all communication with nonbelievers, then how will they ever become believers? So we do want to have relationships with people who don't know the Lord. The goal is to win them to Christ.
 
But there are certain people whom the Bible says we are not to associate with. Paul said, "You are not to associate with anyone who claims to be a believer yet indulges in sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships idols, or is abusive, or is a drunkard, or cheats people. Don't even eat with such people" (verse 11).
 
The apostle was talking about those who claim to be Christians but are engaged in sexual sin, are drunkards, or are involved in the other things that he mentioned. Paul was saying, "Don't hang out with those people. In fact, don't even have lunch with them." Why? Because they will drag you down spiritually.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Inching Closer Towards the Main Event?: Isis vs. Israel - A. V. Rauf - http://bibleprophecyfortoday.com/2015/05/25/inching-closers-towards-the-main-event-isis-vs-israel/
 
 
Isaiah 21:1-2-The burden of the desert of the sea. As whirlwinds in the south pass through; so it cometh from the desert, from a terrible land. A grievous vision is declared unto me; the treacherous dealer dealeth treacherously, and the spoiler spoileth. Go up, O Elam: besiege, O Media; all the sighing thereof have I made to cease.
 
Isaiah 21:14-17-The burden upon Arabia. In the forest in Arabia shall ye lodge, O ye travelling companies of Dedanim. The inhabitants of the land of Tema brought water to him that was thirsty, they prevented with their bread him that fled. For they fled from the swords, from the drawn sword, and from the bent bow, and from the grievousness of war. For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Within a year, according to the years of an hireling, and all the glory of Kedar shall fail: And the residue of the number of archers, the mighty men of the children of Kedar, shall be diminished: for the Lord God of Israel hath spoken it.
 
A Sunni militant blew himself up in the al-Qadeeh village mosque in Saudi Arabia's heavily Shi'ite east during Friday prayers, in one of the worst attacks in the kingdom in years.
 
The suicide bombing took place at a Shi'ite mosque and reportedly killed 21 people. This bombing in Saudi Arabia came as tensions between Sunni and Shi'ite Muslims are on the increase in the region. Some clerics in Saudi Arabia, the birthplace of Islam and mainstay of its Sunni denomination, are deeply hostile towards Shi'ites, whom they regard as apostates.
 
Keep in mind that Saudi Arabia is part of an international coalition carrying out bombing strikes on Islamic State targets in Iraq and Syria.  If Saudi Arabia can no longer secure this part of their country from the Shia Arabs living there, then that gives an excuse for somebody else to come in and secure the area. 
 
This is because a goodly portion of Saudi Arabia's oil fields are in these provinces, including the logistical infrastructure that ships it out to the Persian Gulf too.
 
I mentioned in a previous post that as the Arab Spring events commenced in 2011 several governments have been overturned in the Middle East.
 
Meanwhile over in Syria, ISIS has taken control of the Syrian city of Palmyra in the last 10 days. They reportedly have executed 217 people there and caused for 11,000 people to flee for their lives. Just last year, according to the UN Refugee Agency, Syria topped Afghanistan as the country with the largest refugee population under United Nations care, as the country's civil war has now on raged for five years and counting. It is important to note that 5 million Palestinian refugees have registered with the UN Relief and Works Agency, which is dedicated solely to their needs and is independent from the UN Refugee Agency. Palmyra is still called Tadmur/Tadmor today. It was a city captured by Solomon:
 
2 Chronicles 8:1-6-And it came to pass at the end of twenty years, wherein Solomon had built the house of the Lord, and his own house, That the cities which Huram had restored to Solomon, Solomon built them, and caused the children of Israel to dwell there.  And Solomon went to Hamathzobah, and prevailed against it. And he built Tadmor in the wilderness, and all the store cities, which he built in Hamath.  Also he built Bethhoron the upper, and Bethhoron the nether, fenced cities, with walls, gates, and bars; And Baalath, and all the store cities that Solomon had, and all the chariot cities, and the cities of the horsemen, and all that Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem, and in Lebanon, and throughout all the land of his dominion.
 
And just South of Israel in Jordan, it is being reported that after ISIS controlled the city of Ramadi,(which is the capital of Anbar in Iraq which is approximately 90 miles from the Jordanian border), it may now became a major threat to the Kingdom of Jordan. ISIS does not hide its intention to expand towards Jordan. Is Jordan about to be overrun like Syria?? Keep  close eye one who emerges as the new leader of either of these two nations in the near future: (Syria & Jordan)
 
 
We must not forget that Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), Arabic al-Dawlah al-Islāmiyyah fī al-ʿIrāq wa al-Shām, Arabic abbreviation Dāʿash or Daesh, also called Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) and, since June 2014, the Islamic State, first appeared under the name ISIL in April 2013.The group launched an offensive in early 2014 that drove Iraqi government forces out of key western cities, while in Syria it fought both government forces and rebel factions in the Syrian Civil War. In June 2014, after making significant territorial gains in Iraq, the group proclaimed the establishment of a caliphate   
 
Levant is defined as: A region on the eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea north of the Arabian Peninsula and south of Turkey, usually including the area of Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, and Syria.
 
Moving ahead, just last week in Turkey a month removed from the upcoming elections, the Turkish Anadolu Agency reported that Turkey's Prime Minister, Ahmet Davatoglu, made a promise to his people that if they elect him next month that he promises to soon liberate Jerusalem:
 
"Al-Aqsa Mosque [The Temple Mount] is ours forever, and as Allah is my witness and history will testify, it will remain ours forever". 
 
Revelation 11:1-2-And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.
 
After vowing to retake Jerusalem if elected, Davutoglu stressed that his country "cannot be an ally or friend of those who desecrated the Al-Aqsa Mosque with their boots" referring to Israelis who had to thwart demonstrations. By this Davutoglu is accusing Israel of desecrating the Temple Mount since it is an abomination in Islam for anyone to enter holy ground unless they are barefooted.
 
The Turkish president himself called on his citizens of Turkey to "raise their hands in supplication for this blessed night towards Allah to restore the Al-Aqsa Mosque [Jerusalem] to be re-owned by Muslims, and to remove the mist from their eyes, to see Jerusalem in their hands at every moment and at every opportunity. " Is the Gog/Magog War on the near horizon???
 
Syria and Iran both pose a threat to Israel with their sizable conventional forces and political clout in the region, very much the same way Iraq was before Saddam Hussein was overthrown and ultimately captured. Could it be that Israel may very well believe that it is acting in the interest of its national security by adopting the axiom, "the enemy of my enemy is my friend". Either way we will have to wait and see how this unfolds. But I assure you that it wont be long before we find out!
 
I have stated before in several posts that it won't belong before Israel jumps in the foray and takes center stage as the prophetic fulfillment of God's Holy Writ is materializing before our very eyes.
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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