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Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Former US peace negotiator: Obama's errors have distanced peace 
French foreign minister to visit Israel, Palestinian territories, in bid to revive peace talks 
Congress will not let France 'take over' peace process, says Graham 
Graham Promises 'Violent Pushback' to Protect Israel from UN
EU foreign policy chief says situation in Gaza is 'not sustainable' and negotiations must be resumed to end the status quo
Netanyahu 'appreciates and esteems' departing peace envoy Blair 
President Rivlin: I do not object to Israeli negotiations with Hamas 
Gaza deters Israel, not the other way around, Haniyeh says 
'Gazans are not psychologically prepared for a new war with Israel' 
Hamas blasts 'unfair' Amnesty report alleging war crimes in Gaza 
Analysis: Forgotten facts and distorted history of the Mideast 
Palestinians refuse to back down on Israel FIFA vote
'Rampant' Corruption Alleged in Sweeping FIFA Probe 
British MPs Call on Government to Reconsider Funding to Palestinian Authority
German party lifts requirement for Muslim students to visit concentration camps 
Egyptian Court: 'We Can't Label Israel as a 'Terrorist State''
Egypt to Israel: Hold back your aggression 
Israeli air force chief unfazed Egypt may get Russia's S-300
Egyptian police general killed in roadside bomb attack in Sinai 
Saudi designates two senior Hezbollah officials as terrorists
Saudi-led airstrikes kill at least 80 in Yemen
War leaves 16 million Yemenis without clean water: Oxfam
Leader of Syrian al-Qaida wing says aiming to take Damascus 
'Renounce Assad, change your beliefs if you want to live,' Al-Qaeda tells Syrian Alawites 
Al-Qaeda's Syria commander offers not to attack West
Al Qaeda in Syria 'Tweeting Jihad to Over 200,000 Followers'
Heightened threat from Islamic State begs need for surveillance, says US official 
Emboldened in Syria and Iraq, Islamic State may be reaching limits of expansion
Islamic State launches wave of suicide attacks on Iraqi troops
US military pilots complain hands tied in 'frustrating' fight against ISIS
'There's evil in this world': US vets risk all to fight ISIS with Kurdish forces
US officials: ISIS sympathizers may have made airline threats 
ISIS 'Burned Alive' 20-Y-O Girl After She Refused 'Extreme Sex Act,' Forces Sex Slaves to Become Prostitutes, UN Rep Says
ISIS Burns 80-Year-Old Christian Woman to Death for Alleged Sharia Violation
Whole Foods Is In Trouble After Refusing To Back Down From Muslims
Taliban 5 could be free to travel in days, lawmakers raise alarm
Newly Revealed Bin Laden Documents Reveal Extent of Antisemitism as Motivating Factor for Attacks
How an ayatollah's daughter came to preach peace between Israel and Iran
Ayatollah Khamenei: Our Stances on the Nuclear Issue Have Not Changed
Iran: Nuclear talks with powers might be extended past deadline
America's top Iran negotiator announces resignation
Dissidents: Iran, North Korea forging ballistic, nuclear ties dissidents
Military Drills Increase Globally - War Preparations in Progress?
Russia masses heavy firepower on border with Ukraine 
New Ukrainian immigrants fleeing violence expected to arrive in Israel Thursday afternoon 
Nato chief says Russian nuclear threats are 'deeply troubling and dangerous' 
NATO chief: Russian probes creating a 'sphere of instability'
The 'war' word is being increasingly heard as Europe, Russia, China and the United States adopt provocative postures
China puts weapons on its new artificial islands
Sources: IRS believes massive data theft originated in Russia
EU asks member states to take 40,000 Mediterranean refugees
Immigration Overhaul May Be in Limbo Until Late in Obama's Term
Arizona border town 'like a war zone all the time,' protesting residents say
Baltimore, other cities see violent holiday weekend
Rand Paul in Chicago: Crime 'not a racial thing, it is a spiritual problem'
3.0 magnitude earthquake hits in Irish Sea
San Andreas Ready to Blow - In Theaters and In Real Life
Ubinas volcano in Peru erupts to 22,000ft
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 16,000ft
Houston submerged as wild weather kills at least 28 in US, Mexico
Even in flood-prone Houston, 11 inches of rain catches many unprepared
Texas dam on Padera Lake 'breaches' following massive floods
Reported Tornado Damages Gas Drilling Rig in Texas Panhandle
Record-breaking heat wave hits Israel, sparks brush fires
Deaths from major heatwave sweeping India top 1,100
Asia Summer Forecast: India Drought May Impact Over One Billion People; Active Typhoon Season Expected
Epic Sandstorm Darkens the City of Fallujah, Iraq
Ben & Jerry's launches new flavor to save the world from global warming
The state of Indiana banned moving chickens and other birds to events, including county fairs and flea markets, over concerns about bird flu
Bill Gates Fears Plague That Could Wipe Out Humanity
Live anthrax inadvertently sent by U.S. military
Killer robots will leave humans 'utterly defenceless' warns professor
Damaged Robot Can 'Heal' Itself in Less Than 2 Minutes
Feds Help Finance Creation of Implantable Body Antenna for 'Long-term Patient Monitoring'
FAA to consider new mental health rules for commercial pilots
Scott Walker defends mandatory ultrasounds
NOW President: Babies Wouldn't Die So Much If We'd Just Kill Them Before They Died
Nevada high school student mulls lawsuit over pro-life club rejection
Divisive anti-gay marriage bill falls in Texas Legislature
Another transgender model lands contract with top agency IMG
Eyeball Tattoos Are a Bizarre and Disturbing New Trend
Magical send off for white wizard with first Pagan funeral in Cornwall for centuries
Dust and ashes: Israel's Burning Man explodes in the Negev
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Israel's survival and regional nuclear war
1. In Jerusalem, Jewish Priests Perform Pentecost Temple Service in Fulfillment of Biblical Prophecy
1. Lucifer Makes Prime Time
1. Emergency Powers Give Barack Obama Authority Over Just About Everything During A Major National Crisis
1. The Lord's return vs giving up
1. Our Hope
1. Daily Devotion: God's Loving Discipline
1. Featured Article: Stabilize Your Walk with Jesus      
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Israel's survival and regional nuclear war - Louis Rene Beres -
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Israels-survival-and-regional-nuclear-war-404377 
 
 
Israel remains the openly declared national and religious object of Arab/Islamic genocide; No other country on this persistently bleeding planet is in a similar or comparable existential predicament
 
Israel's survival problem is basically this: A small state, indeed a micro-state less than half the size of Lake Michigan, is surrounded by several openly genocidal enemy states - some of which still seek biological and/or nuclear weapons of mass destruction.
 
It also continues to be beset by relentless terrorist groups and insurgent forces, more or less sustained by these adversarial states - some of which are comprised of "holy warriors" seeking "martyrdom" via terror or mega-terror, and by the prospect that an entire enemy country could choose to act as a suicide bomber in macrocosm. This would mean acting without any ordinary or conspicuous regard for rational behavior.
 
Faced with conditions wherein the traditional threats of international deterrence could effectively be immobilized, Israel must capably prepare for (1) various still-feasible forms of preemption; (2) improved active defenses; and (3) long-term nuclear deterrence.
 
Israel remains the openly declared national and religious object of Arab/Islamic genocide. No other country on this persistently bleeding planet is in a similar or comparable existential predicament. What is Israel to do? And how might Israel's possible actions or inactions further affect the likelihood of a regional nuclear war in the Middle East? Looking at the current situation systematically, including the prominent rise of Islamic State and the corollary collapse of Iraq, Libya, Yemen and Syria, what can we now expect to happen in this irremediably bad neighborhood? 
 
A competent "strategic dialectic" is required. What precise ways might a nuclear war actually begin in the Middle East, between the Jewish state and some of its enemies? Israel's nuclear weapons, unacknowledged and non-threatening, exist only to prevent certain forms of aggression. Plainly, this indispensable deterrent force would never be used except in a defensive reprisal for certain massive enemy first-strikes, especially for Arab and/or Iranian attacks involving nuclear and/or biological weapons. For the time being, at least, Israel's enemies are not nuclear, but this could change in the foreseeable future.
 
Even if it should change, Israel's nuclear weapons could continue to reduce the risks of unconventional war as long as the pertinent enemy states were to: (1) remain rational; and (2) remain convinced that Israel would retaliate massively if attacked with nuclear and/ or biological weapons of mass destruction.
 
Of course, the expected risk reduction offered by Israeli nuclear forces and doctrine would likely be smaller in the event of any terrorist (sub-national or enemy surrogate) adversaries.
 
There are many complex problems for Jerusalem to identify if a bellicose enemy state were allowed to acquire nuclear weapons, problems that belie the seemingly agreeable academic notions of stable nuclear deterrence. Whether for reasons of miscalculation, accident, unauthorized capacity to fire, outright irrationality or the presumed imperatives of "jihad," such a state could sometime opt to launch a nuclear first-strike against Israel in spite of that country's ambiguous nuclear posture.
 
Here, Jerusalem would certainly respond, to the extent possible, with a nuclear retaliatory strike. Although nothing is publicly known about Israel's precise targeting doctrine, any such reprisal might be launched against the aggressor's capital city, or against other similarly high-value urban targets.
 
In essence, there could be no assurances that in response to this egregious sort of Arab or Iranian aggression, Israel would intentionally limit itself to striking back against exclusively military targets - or even to the particular individual enemy state from which the aggression was actually launched.
 
 WHAT IF enemy first-strikes were to involve "only" chemical and/or biological weapons? Here Jerusalem might still launch a reasonably proportionate nuclear reprisal, but this would depend largely upon the Jewish state's calculated expectations of follow-on aggression, and on its associated determinations of comparative damage limitation.
 
Should Israel absorb a massive conventional first-strike, a nuclear retaliation could still not be ruled out altogether. This is especially the case if: (1) the aggressor were perceived to hold nuclear or other weapons of mass destruction in reserve; and/or (2) Israel's leaders were to believe that non-nuclear retaliations could not prevent national annihilation.
 
Recognizing Israel's evidently small size, and its tightly concentrated infrastructures, the threshold of existential harm for the Jewish state is reasonably lower than wholesale physical devastation.
 
In principle, at least, faced with imminent and existential attacks, Israel could decide to preempt pertinent enemy aggression with solely conventional forces. More than anything else, the designated targeted state's response would then determine Jerusalem's subsequent moves. If this response were in any way nuclear, Israel would assuredly undertake nuclear counter-retaliation. If this enemy retaliation were to involve chemical and/or biological weapons, Israel could also opt to take a quantum escalatory initiative.
 
This sort of initiative, known in proper military parlance as "escalation dominance," could prove essential for Israel to ensure favorable intra-war deterrence.
 
If the enemy state's response to an Israeli preemption were limited to hard-target conventional strikes, it is improbable that Jerusalem would resort to any forms of nuclear counter-retaliation. On the other hand, if the enemy state's conventional retaliation were an all-out strike directed toward Israel's civilian populations, as well as to its military targets - an existential strike, for all intents and purposes - an Israeli nuclear counter-retaliation could not automatically be ruled out.
 
Such a counter-retaliation could be excluded only if the enemy state's conventional retaliations were: (1) entirely proportionate to Israel's preemption; (2) confined entirely to Israeli military targets; (3) circumscribed by the legal limits of "military necessity"; and (4) accompanied by explicit and verifiable assurances of no further escalation.
 
It is unlikely - but not inconceivable - that Israel could decide at some point to preempt enemy state aggression with a nuclear defensive strike. While circumstances could arise where such a defensive strike would be completely rational, and also completely acceptable under international law, it is improbable Jerusalem would ever permit itself to reach such dire circumstances.
 
More specifically, an Israeli nuclear preemption could be expected only if: (1) Israel's state enemies had unexpectedly acquired nuclear or other unconventional weapons presumed capable of destroying the tiny Jewish state; (2) these enemy states had made explicit that their intentions paralleled their capabilities; (3) these states were authoritatively believed ready to begin a countdown-to-launch; and (4) Israel believed that non-nuclear pre-emptions could not possibly achieve the minimum needed levels of damage-limitation - that is, levels consistent with its own national survival.
 
Israeli nuclear and non-nuclear pre-emptions of unconventional enemy aggressions could both lead to nuclear exchanges. This would depend, in part, upon the effectiveness and breadth of Israeli targeting, the surviving number of enemy nuclear weapons, and the willingness of controlling enemy leaders to risk Israeli nuclear counter-retaliations. In any event, the likelihood of nuclear exchanges would be greatest where potential Arab and/or Iranian aggressors had been allowed to deploy ever-larger numbers of unconventional weapons without eliciting any appropriate Israeli and/or American pre-emptions.
 
Should such deployment be allowed to take place, as now already seems to be the case with Iran policy, Jerusalem might effectively forfeit the non-nuclear preemption option. Here, its only alternatives to nuclear preemption could be a no-longer-viable conventional preemption, or simply waiting to be attacked.
 
It follows that the risks of an Israeli nuclear preemption, of nuclear exchanges with an enemy state, and of enemy nuclear first-strikes could conceivably be reduced by still-timely Israeli and/or American non-nuclear pre-emptions. These pre-emptions would be directed at presumptively critical military-industrial targets, and/or at pertinent regimes. The latter very problematic option could include dedicated elimination of enemy leadership elites, and/or certain enemy scientists.
 
 ALWAYS, THE objective of Israel's nuclear forces and doctrine must be deterrence ex-ante, not revenge expost. In the final analysis, everyone should understand, nuclear war resembles any other incurable disease. The only true remedies lie in prevention.
 
Looking at the chaotic Middle East, where several Arab states and Iran (however much they might loathe each other) remain commonly sworn to "root out the Zionist cancer," the only durable remedy for Jerusalem is to ensure Israel's nuclear monopoly. Optimally, to survive, Israel should remain the only regional nuclear power.
 
But should this objective no longer prove viable, Israel's strategic planners must then do whatever necessary to upgrade the country's nuclear deterrence posture, including further sea-basing of selected nuclear forces, and taking carefully measured steps away from deliberate nuclear ambiguity.
 
Once Iran has verifiably crossed the nuclear weapons threshold, it will be high time for Israel, in appropriate stages, to take its bomb out of the "basement."
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In Jerusalem, Jewish Priests Perform Pentecost Temple Service in Fulfillment of Biblical Prophecy - By Yisrael Rosenberg -
http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/41273/jewish-priests-perform-pentecost-temple-service-fulfillment-biblical-prophecy-jerusalem/#yMHOTKGHBLzyCiXp.97 
 
 
"And it will be, when you come to the Land that God your Lord gives to you as an inheritance, and you possess it, and you settle in it; then you will take from the first fruits of all the produce of the earth that you will bring from the Land that God your Lord has given you, and you will place them in a basket. And you will go to the place that the Lord your God will choose to cause His Name to dwell there. And you will come to the kohen-priest that will be there in those days ..." (Deuteronomy 26:1-3)
 
On Monday, on a mountain ridge overlooking the Old City of Jerusalem and the ancient Temple Mount, kohanim (ancestral priests) performed a dry run of the Temple Service for the Shavuot (Pentecost) holiday.
 
All three of the major components of the holiday service - bringing of the first fruits, preparation of two loaves of bread using the season's new wheat, and a special holiday offering - were conducted to as great a level of detail as is possible at this point in time.
 
 
Several kohanim, levi'im (ancestral Levites) and crowds of parents and children assembled on the Armon HaNatziv Promenade, just south of the Old City of Jerusalem, on the day after the official Shavuot holiday to newly re-enact this most joyous and beautiful ceremony, marking the time in the calendar when the wheat has just ripened and the first fruits of the season are ready for picking and eating by the entire populace.
 
"We've come here because we want to be part of the End of Times and prophecy," said a woman, who learned of the event through the Temple Institute website, to Breaking Israel News. 
 
What is important to understand is that the Shavuot holiday has not been celebrated in this manner for nearly 2,000 years. When the Great Temple stood at the center of Jerusalem, the entire populace celebrated this agricultural festival, which was harmonized directly with the agricultural activities that were the mainstay of industry in the Land of Israel.
 
First Fruits
 
 
In recent years, due to similar events carried out by the Temple Institute and other organizations, the entire concept of Shavuot is undergoing a transformation. Shavuot as a holiday has many aspects. It was the time for bringing first fruits to the Temple, and two loaves of bread taken from the first wheat of the year were baked and eaten by the kohanim. However, Shavuot was also the time when the Jewish Nation, assembled together as one, accepted upon themselves the Torah and received the Ten Commandments at Mt. Sinai after the long journey out of slavery in Egypt.
 
So long as the Jewish Nation dwelled in exile outside of the Land of Israel, and there was no longer a Temple to serve as a magnet for national activities, the aspect of receiving the Torah was paramount.
 
In modern times, the People of Israel are in the process of returning to live in the Land of Israel as promised by the Hebrew prophets. As a result, the long neglected aspects of Shavuot are coming to the fore.
 
The Mishnah, the classical collection of the Oral Tradition that explains the Torah Law, relates that when the Temple stood in all of its glory, crowds of people would gather from all over Israel to make the pilgrimage to Jerusalem. They took with them the most special and choice fruits that were designated in the fields and vineyards for this purpose. Led by musicians, crowds made their way up to Jerusalem to present their first fruits to the kohanim who served in the Temple.
 
 
The Two Loaves of Bread
 
An essential element of the Shavuot Holiday was the preparation and offering of two special loaves of bread. Taken from the first wheat of the season to ripen, they were large, rectangular in shape with four mini towers at each corner of the loaf.
 
Before baking the loaves, the kohanim-priests would pinch off a handful of flower and throw it into the fire on the altar that stood at the center of the Great Temple. These two loaves were unusual in that they were prepared with natural leavening, whereas nearly all other grain offerings at the Temple were made without leavening.
 
At the Temple Institute's re-enactment on Monday, the kohanim lifted the loaves in the air and waved them up and down, back and forth, and around.
 
In addition, as a special part of the ceremony, kohanim listened in unison to the blasts of specially made silver trumpets.
 
In fulfillment of the biblical prophecy of Jews returning to the God given land of Israel and the rebuilding of the Holy Jewish Temple,  Monday's reenactment is one step forward to the completion when all the nations will gather at the rebuilt Temple in Jerusalem.
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Lucifer Makes Prime Time - By Jan Markell - www.olivetreeviews.org
 
 
"But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse..." (II Timothy 3:13).
 
I guess the Fox Network really is fair and balanced. They present the good, the bad, and the truly ugly. In this case the "ugly" is a program about Lucifer. That's right: Lucifer leaves Hell and becomes a resident of Los Angeles. I'm not making this up.
 
A trailer for the show portrays Lucifer as a handsome, British-accented, well-to-do lady killer full of charm and wit. The more subtle side of Satanism in Hollywood entertainment is now a thing of the past. Prime time television now will air blatant drama featuring Lucifer but portrayed by a character who is just a nice guy.
 
Based on the show's trailer, the Lucifer character will be offered up to the masses who watch the Fox program as a likable character with moral and ethical convictions, fulfilling the biblical account of this insidious demonic entity. It's only fitting then, that this modern-day show would portray Lucifer as a type of benevolent god, since this was always his goal. It was to take the place of the real God. 
 
One commentator said that the masses are increasingly obsessed with evil so why not make a program glorifying Satan? You might say that Hollywood has done that for decades and featured their offerings to the evil one on the big screen and you would be correct, but this program will be prime time, available to millions with just the turn of a dial or push of a TV transmitter.  
 
Satan, disguised as Mr. Nice-Guy, will come leaping into the family rooms of millions of unsuspecting people, and particularly into the minds of impressionable young people.
 
The entertainment and book industry have paid homage to Lucifer for years and with each generation, the interest becomes more and more staggering -- and more bold and blatant.
 
Hollywood has offered us "The Omen," "Rosemary's Baby," "The Exorcist," endless Halloween dramas, Freddy Kruger's evil, and many nightmares on Elm Street, but now it is not just coming to a street near you, it is coming to your living room. And on a network you thought you could trust.  
 
Lucifer will make prime time TV.  On a reality show that may be all too real.   
 
He has even influenced Christian publishing. In the 1930s, two women channeled a book called "God Calling." They heard from demons in other words. That book remains a big hit today. From that came the modern day best-seller, "Jesus Calling."  This author credits "God Calling" as her inspiration. How is this possible?   
 
Tell me these aren't the last of the last days? Try to convince me that is not true.  
 
There is an undeniable increase in wickedness today. So what is our response?
 
Let our light so shine before men that they see our good works and glorify our Father, who is in Heaven. When evil increases - we must do good. We must delay the decay.   
 
Mike Oppenheimer of "Let Us Reason" writes, "God did not invent evil, however he knew it would come about. Yet He did not stop it but made a provision for it when it would rear its ugly head.   
 
"There is coming a day when this will be taken care of. Right now we are in position of grace where God is commanding all men everywhere to repent."   
 
Oppenheimer says, "First, evil is a necessary part of free will. Man has free will -- we can choose what we want. We sin because we want to sin. It is our natural inclination. We follow our strongest nature at any given time. We are not morally inclined toward God.  
 
"As J. B. Phillips has put it: Evil is inherent in the risky gift of free will. God could have made us machines but to do so would have robbed us of our precious freedom of choice, and we would have ceased to be human. We all exercise free choice in the direction of our nature which is traced to the 'fall' of man.  
 
"This is the basic reason for evil and suffering in the world. It is man's responsibility, not God's. Why does God permit evil?  He could stop it, but in so doing would destroy us all.
 
"It is worth noting that the whole point of real Christianity lies not in interference with the human power to choose, but in God producing a willing consent for us to choose good over evil. He offers us choice and by doing so a chance to grow and understand the difference."   
 
The world was this evil during the days of Noah but they didn't have the entertainment world glorifying it. We know what the consequences of the evil of Noah's day were. The last days are compared to the days of Noah. 
 
Need I say more?
 
The devil can roar all he wants. He knows his time is short. But he is making good use of his time.  
 
A final thought: Is Antichrist's reign on earth so close that this paves the way?
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COMING SOON!

Our new video is in production, and this may be the most important video that we have ever produced.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night, is a video that every believer should own.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night is an excellent video for witnessing and evangelizing here and now! More importantly, it is also a video that each one of us will want to make sure that our loved ones, that missed the Rapture, will have and watch and prayerfully accept the Lord's gift of eternal salvation!
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We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
"The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" will be released on *7/3/15, Pre-Order your copy today. When you Pre-Order one of our videos, not only are you making sure that you will be one of the first to receive it, you are also helping to fund the video. 
 
Production Costs

 
Every video cost us about $2000 dollars to produce, you can also donate to our general fund if you feel led to help us offset the production costs, we will be forever grateful! 
 
To Pre-Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
If you feel led to help us offset the production cost of this video, please use the following link to make a tax deductible donation, thanks and God Bless.
  
 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/donations.html
  
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384

 
Also, there is still time to enter our drawing for the Bible Commentary sets, see below for more information!
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A Chance to Win, and 
Support Prophecy Update
(Only 4 days left to enter)
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Thanks to a very generous supporter, we are offering you a chance to win both the John MacArthur 33 volumes New Testament Commentary, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary, for a donation of just $25, for each increment of $25 dollars, your name will go into a drawing. If you donate $100 dollars for example, your name will be entered four times into the drawing. This offer will run from now until the end of May, and the drawing will be held and announced on 6/1/15. 

 
Amazing set of Bible Commentaries
 
The John MacArthur 33 volume New Testament Commentary retails for $849, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary retails for $149. So that's a total of nearly $1000 dollars, but wait there's more. We will also throw in an Ultimate Set of our DVD's, including our newest DVD, CONVERGENCE. So all together this donation-drawing is worth nearly $1200, and you can enter our donation-drawing as many times as you want. 

 
 
The MacArthur NT Commentary Series, 33 Volumes (Hard Cover)

 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/6033d668-8049-4c98-ae84-d2ba4bdad06b.jpg]
 
 
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary comes from the experience, insight, and wisdom of one of the most trusted ministry leaders and Bible teachers of our day. Each volume was written to be as comprehensive and accurate as possible, dealing thoroughly with every key phrase and word in the Bible without being unduly technical. This series helps provide a better, fuller, and richer understanding of God's word while challenging all readers-no matter what their expertise-to grow in a vibrant, spiritual walk. 

 
 
The Warren Wiersbe Bible Exposition Commentary, 6 Volumes (Hard Cover)
 

 [image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/7704e072-c129-4494-8dcb-27aa639962ca.jpg] 

 
Countless pastors, teachers, and students have pored over the best-selling Be series---and now these insightful studies are available in one complete set for a spectacular price! From Genesis to Revelation, Wiersbe unpacks the meaning and message of Scripture with a skilled exposition that remains ever-mindful of practical application. 

 
A Great Addition to any Library 
 
You can add these awesome Bible Commentaries to your personal collection, give them as a gift to someone or your church or even your pastor. Most importantly, you will be helping to support this ministry! We have set up a special section on our donations page to enter this donation-drawing, please use the link below:

 
 
 http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 
You can also mail in your donation-drawing entry to:
Prophecy Update, PO Box 40516, Bakersfield, CA 93384 
, please mark your entry for Commentary Drawing, thanks!
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Emergency Powers Give Barack Obama Authority Over Just About Everything During A Major National Crisis - By Michael Snyder -
http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/emergency-powers-give-barack-obama-authority-over-everything-in-the-event-of-a-major-national-crisis 
 
 
Presidents have always exercised emergency powers, but now thanks to dozens of new laws, regulations, court decisions and executive orders, Barack Obama is the most powerful president in all of U.S. history.  Of course the U.S. Constitution does not actually give the president any special powers during a time of national emergency, but over time presidents have decided that they should be able to exercise such powers and the courts have generally agreed with them.  During World War II and prior to that, these emergency powers were largely uncodified and were primarily used during times of war.  But since World War II things have completely changed, and this has particularly been true since 9/11.  Over the past decade or so, a whole host of extraordinary powers have specifically been given to the office of the president, and all that it takes to exercise them is a major "national emergency".  So if we do have a full-blown economic collapse, a historic natural disaster, a significant war or a massive pandemic, Barack Obama could use the emergency powers that he has been given to essentially take authority over everything.
 
There is not a single document or series of documents that contain all of the emergency powers that Barack Obama could potentially wield during a major national emergency.  As I mentioned above, these powers come from literally dozens of laws, regulations, court decisions and executive orders.  But in this article I will discuss a few important documents.  One of these is a presidential directive that was issued during the second term of George W. Bush.  It is entitled NATIONAL SECURITY PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVE/NSPD - 51/HOMELAND SECURITY PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVE/HSPD - 20, and you can take a look at it on the FEMA website.  This document is primarily concerned with the continuity of our federal government in the event of a catastrophic emergency.  So precisely what would constitute a "catastrophic emergency"?  The following is how the document defines that term...
 
"Catastrophic Emergency" means any incident, regardless of location, that results in extraordinary levels of mass casualties, damage, or disruption severely affecting the U.S. population, infrastructure, environment, economy, or government functions;
 
That sounds quite broad to me.  It could apply to all sorts of scenarios.
 
If we do have such a "catastrophic emergency", the president essentially becomes a dictator at that point.  The document certainly talks about the need to ensure that "constitutional government" continues, but during the course of the emergency there really is not much of a role for the other two branches of government to play.  Instead, the "shadow government" takes over under the overall command of the president.  The following is a short excerpt from the document...
 
The President shall lead the activities of the Federal Government for ensuring constitutional government. In order to advise and assist the President in that function, the Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism (APHS/CT) is hereby designated as the National Continuity Coordinator. The National Continuity Coordinator, in coordination with the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs (APNSA), without exercising directive authority, shall coordinate the development and implementation of continuity policy for executive departments and agencies. The Continuity Policy Coordination Committee (CPCC), chaired by a Senior Director from the Homeland Security Council staff, designated by the National Continuity Coordinator, shall be the main day-to-day forum for such policy coordination.
 
Of course the 11 page document that we have on the FEMA website is just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to continuity of government planning.  Unfortunately, most of the plans are top secret and are not allowed to be seen by the public.  Astonishingly, this even applies to members of Congress.  The following comes from Wikipedia...
 
On July 18, 2007, Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-OR), a member of the U.S. House Committee on Homeland Security, requested the classified and more detailed version of the government's continuity of government plan in a letter signed by him and the chairperson of the House Homeland Committee, which is supposed to have access to confidential government information. The president refused to provide the information, to the surprise of the congressional committee.
 
Another document that raises a lot of red flags is an executive order entitled "National Defense Resources Preparedness" that was issued by Barack Obama on March 16th, 2012.  This particular executive order updates previous executive orders, and it gives the president extraordinary authority during a time of national emergency.  Below, I have posted most of section 201 of that executive order.  As you can see, it potentially gives Barack Obama authority over just about everything during a time of national emergency if he feels it is needed for "national defense"...
 
Sec. 201.  Priorities and Allocations Authorities.  (a)  The authority of the President conferred by section 101 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2071, to require acceptance and priority performance of contracts or orders (other than contracts of employment) to promote the national defense over performance of any other contracts or orders, and to allocate materials, services, and facilities as deemed necessary or appropriate to promote the national defense, is delegated to the following agency heads:
 
(1)  the Secretary of Agriculture with respect to food resources, food resource facilities, livestock resources, veterinary resources, plant health resources, and the domestic distribution of farm equipment and commercial fertilizer;
 
(2)  the Secretary of Energy with respect to all forms of energy;
 
(3)  the Secretary of Health and Human Services with respect to health resources;
 
(4)  the Secretary of Transportation with respect to all forms of civil transportation;
 
(5)  the Secretary of Defense with respect to water resources; and
 
(6)  the Secretary of Commerce with respect to all other materials, services, and facilities, including construction materials.
 
(b)  The Secretary of each agency delegated authority under subsection (a) of this section (resource departments) shall plan for and issue regulations to prioritize and allocate resources and establish standards and procedures by which the authority shall be used to promote the national defense, under both emergency and non-emergency conditions.  Each Secretary shall authorize the heads of other agencies, as appropriate, to place priority ratings on contracts and orders for materials, services, and facilities needed in support of programs approved under section 202 of this order.
 
A similar executive order regarding national communications was issued on July 6th, 2012.
 
But the powers that Barack Obama could potentially wield during a time of national emergency are not just limited to what is written down.  This may shock many Americans, but it is true.  In the past, presidents have used their "emergency powers" to suspend habeas corpus, to place American citizens in internment camps and to seize private property.  The following comes from Wikipedia...
 
A claim of emergency powers was at the center of President Abraham Lincoln's suspension of habeas corpus without Congressional approval in 1861. Lincoln claimed that the rebellion created an emergency that permitted him the extraordinary power of unilaterally suspending the writ. With Chief Justice Roger Taney sitting as judge, the Federal District Court of Maryland struck down the suspension in Ex Parte Merryman, although Lincoln ignored the order. 17 F. Cas. 144 (1861).
 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt similarly invoked emergency powers when he issued an order directing that all Japanese Americans residing on the West Coast be placed into internment camps during World War II. The U.S. Supreme Court upheld this order in Korematsu v. United States. 323 U.S. 214 (1944).
 
Harry Truman declared the use of emergency powers when he seized private steel mills that failed to produce steel because of a labor strike in 1952. With the Korean War ongoing, Truman asserted that he could not wage war successfully if the economy failed to provide him with the material resources necessary to keep the troops well-equipped. The U.S. Supreme Court, however, refused to accept that argument in Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co. v. Sawyer, voting 6-3 that neither Commander in Chief powers nor any claimed emergency powers gave the President the authority to unilaterally seize private property without Congressional legislation. 343 U.S. 579.
 
And it is important to keep in mind that Barack Obama now possesses far more power than any of those presidents ever did.  All it is going to take for him to exercise those powers is a major national emergency.  This is something that Jim Powell discussed in an article for Forbes...
 
 
Not long after that, we found ourselves in an open-ended national emergency declared on September 14, 2001 and extended since by both George W. Bush and Barack Obama.  This means the president has standby powers from hundreds of statutes that would enable him to re-introduce military conscription, seize private property and in myriad ways establish a government-run economy.
 
Thankfully, things are still somewhat stable for the moment so Obama does not have a reasonable excuse to use all of the powers that he has been given.  But that could change at any time.  If we do see a "catastrophic emergency" in the next year or so, there are very few limits on what Barack Obama would be able to do.  That includes potentially postponing or suspending the 2016 election so that he can remain in office throughout the course of the national emergency.
 
We have never seen such a thing happen before, and hopefully we never will.  And of course it isn't just Barack Obama that we need to be concerned about.  A future leader of this nation could potentially be even worse than him.  It has been exceedingly foolish for us to give a single person so much power in the event of a "catastrophic emergency", and in the end we may regret this bitterly.
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The Lord's return vs giving up - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
I receive hundreds of emails each day. Many of them discuss the imminent return of the Lord and how they hope this occurs soon. Now, I know this is a touchy subject, but before you hit the unsubscribe button, please hear me out. After being asked directly by the disciples when he will restore the kingdom to Israel, Jesus responded in Acts 1:7, "It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father has put in his own power." He told them in the next verse that the Holy Spirit will empower them to be witnesses unto the uttermost part of the earth. This is all part of the Great Commission and it is important. The escape plan is in God's hands. We are to be about God's business until then. 
 
There is a lot that must happen before the return of the Lord. Jesus Christ, himself, explains the events leading to his return in Matthew 24, beginning with "Take heed that no man deceive you." He then describes a series of events--wars, famines, pestilences, earthquakes--which are what he called "the beginning of sorrows." He says, "They shall deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you; and you shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake." He tells of false prophets, lawlessness, preaching the gospel to all the nations, then the end shall come. He then explains about the Abomination of Desolation described by the prophet Daniel, and all that the antichrist/beast will do.
 
Jesus said in Matthew 24:36, "But of that day and hour knows no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. But as the days of Noah were, so shall the coming of the son of man be." He goes on to describe the conditions of the world at Noah's time and how they "knew not until the flood came, and took them all away." So he says to watch so that you will be ready. He explains through a parable that blessed is that servant who the Lord finds is faithfully doing his work upon the master's return.  What Christ explains in Matthew 24 is repeated throughout the prophets regarding the Day of the Lord. We also see these allusions to what he says in 2 Timothy, Thessalonians, and Revelation--to name a few. 
 
Irrespective of when you believe the rapture will occur, the world will continue growing darker to that day. In Christ's own words, a lot has to happen and there are signs or milestones along the way that should give us warning and the comfort that the holy scripture is true. There is no place in the scriptures that instructs us to give up, hoping for an escape. Our hope is in the Lord, our faithfulness in doing his work. As the world becomes darker, we are to be the light. The events leading up to the Lord's return are opportunities to "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven." There is no time for despair. Show your readiness by the intensity of your acts. 
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Our Hope - By Daymond Duck - http://www.raptureready.com/featured/duck/dd176.html
 
 
Not much is known about Isaiah before king Uzziah died. About the only thing anyone can say with certainty is that his father was more famous than he was. His father's name was Amoz and Isaiah was known as the "Son of Amoz."
 
It's debatable, but tradition says Isaiah's father was king Uzziah's uncle. If that is true, Isaiah and king Uzziah were first cousins. It would explain why Isaiah's father was so well-known (he was the king's uncle) and why Isaiah knew so much about the politics of his day (he was the king's first cousin).
 
Anyway, not much is known about Isaiah before king Uzziah died, but things changed from that point on. Uzziah's death was a major crisis in Isaiah's life and it was a life changing event for the great prophet.
 
Uzziah was 16 years old when he became the king of Judah and he ruled for 52 years. He was faithful to God during the early years of his reign (II Kings 15:3; II Chron. 26:4-5). He gained God's favor for the nation and he was arguably the greatest king since David.
 
With God's help, he took Judah to a golden age of power and prosperity. He conquered the Philistines and the Arabians, collected tribute from the Ammonites, strengthened the defenses of  Jerusalem, built up Judah's army, and improved Judah's agriculture. He was so blessed of God that he became a famous and highly respected leader even in other nations (II Chron. 26:6-14).
 
But about 11 years before the end of his reign he made a terrible mistake. Pride got the best of him and he went to the Temple to burn incense to God on the altar of incense. This was something that only a consecrated priest was allowed to do. 
 
Many of the priests, including the High Priest, tried to stop him from breaking the Law of Moses. They asked him to leave but he became angry with them and God struck him with leprosy right there on the spot in the presence of perhaps as many as 80 priests (II Chron. 26:16-19).
 
Leprosy is a contagious disease so for the remainder of his life this great leader had to go into quarantine to keep from infecting others (Lev. 13:45-46; II Chron. 26:20). He was limited in what he could do so his son Jotham was promoted to serve with him as coregent during his remaining 11 years (II Chron. 26:21).
 
Jotham assisted his father during those last 11 years and he served alone for five more years. He was a good king like his father, but he refused to go to the Temple where God struck his dad with leprosy and he allowed religious corruption in the nation (II Chron. 27:1-2). He refused to worship the true God and he let his people worship false gods (II Kings 15:32-35). 
 
This sin would eventually lead to the destruction of Judah.
 
Isaiah loved king Uzziah, but 11 years of leprosy and 67 years of age took its toll and the good king died. Jotham was a good man, but he was young and he wasn't the great leader that his dad was. Judah needed someone that would worship the true God, set a good moral example and bring revival to the nation, but Jotham wasn't that kind of man.
 
King Uzziah's death and the pending lone rule of Jotham disturbed Isaiah. His beloved king, his great cousin, his good friend was dead; Judah was in trouble, sin prevailed; the nation's power and prosperity was waning. Its military was declining, people were losing respect for Judah's leader; and the young Jotham wouldn't go to the Temple to seek God's solution for these perplexing problems. 
 
The death of Judah's great leader was a crisis for Isaiah. It appeared to be the beginning of the end for Judah.
 
So Isaiah went to the Temple where he received a great revelation: The good king was dead, but God was not dead. A lesser king was on Judah's throne, but God was still on the throne in heaven. The nation was declining, but God was still in control and He knew what to do. The real King is not an earthly king. The real King is the King of kings and Lord of lords.
 
In 2008, a young immoral, incompetent, ineffective leader took the seat of power in the U.S. He needs God's guidance, but his religious background is a disaster and he rarely, if ever, visits a Bible-believing church. He could be a good moral example and try to bring this nation back to God, but he seems to favor Muslim militants and black extremists over those who follow the God of Israel.  
 
He is a proud man who doesn't fear breaking the Law of Moses (same-sex marriage, thou shalt not bear false witness, etc.). With him in office America's power, prosperity and military have declined. He has betrayed our allies and lost the respect of leaders in other nations. 
 
Many fear that America's sin will lead to the destruction of the U.S. Many in this once-great nation are discouraged. Some long for another Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy or Reagan, but those great leaders are dead and the man in office doesn't have what it takes. 
 
Some think he is the beginning of the end of America, but the true God is still on the throne. He is our hope and He is in control. He is our hope, but we need to do what Isaiah did: Go before His throne, confess, repent and pray.
 
Prophecy Plus Ministries
Daymond & Rachel Duck
 daymond.duck@yahoo.com 
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Daily Devotion: God's Loving Discipline - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
 
"For the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each one he accepts as his child." -Hebrews 12:6
 
Lot's point of reference was Egypt. Genesis 13:10 tells us, "Lot took a long look at the fertile plains of the Jordan Valley in the direction of Zoar. The whole area was well watered everywhere, like the garden of the Lord or the beautiful land of Egypt. (This was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.)"
 
Instead of lifting his eyes up to Heaven, Lot lifted his eyes up to the plain of Jordan and saw a place called Sodom. The eyes will always see what the heart loves.
 
Next, Lot separated himself from godly influence. In Abraham's defense, he was supposed to separate from Lot. But Lot should have stayed close to Abraham. And a sure sign of spiritual decline is when we find ourselves wanting to get away from godly people.
 
Then Lot pitched his tent toward Sodom. He wasn't quite in Sodom, but he was very close. He could overhear the parties. He could kind of see what was going on. Call it research if you want, but Lot was just a few feet away from full participation.
 
If you have sensed that God is warning you to walk away from certain things you are doing, then rejoice. That means you're a child of His. Hebrews 12:6 says, "For the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each one he accepts as his child."
 
The fact that the Lord brings about a conviction of sin in your heart, puts a roadblock in your path, or allows your secret sin to come into the open is a good thing. God loves you so much that He will try to stop you from going any further. So you have a choice. You can persist in your course. Or, you can listen to what God is saying to you. 
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Stabilize Your Walk with Jesus - Ron & Nathele Graham - twotug@embarqmail.com
 
 
Christians today seem very willing to compromise God's truth. It's often surprising to discover that someone we have met claims to be a Christian because their manner of speech, the way they dress, their habits, and many other factors point to a secular way of living. Christians aren't perfect, but each of us must strive to become more like Jesus and less like the world. When we truly accept Christ there should be a change that takes place, and we should begin to move towards God and away from the world. "Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded." James 4:8. The Greek word "dipsychos" is translated "double minded" and means "wavering, uncertain, doubting; divided in interest". According to Vine's Expository Dictionary it literally means "two-souled". If we don't give ourselves totally to Jesus there will always be conflict in our life. Instead of walking steadily in a Christian path, we will be pulled by secular habits and friends to move away from God. There will also be conflict because we can't tell the difference between false doctrine and God's truth. If we don't listen to Jesus then we listen to Satan. "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you." James 4:7. Submission to Christ will bring you into a right relationship with Him and it will reflect in your life.
 
Jesus made it clear that a person cannot serve two masters. "No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon." Luke 16:13. This is a truth that every Christian needs to grab hold of. If you are trying to live your life married to the world with all of its wild ways and worldly riches, you cannot serve Jesus. If you love wild parties, fast women (or men), and all the things money can buy, you might want to take a hard look at who you truly serve. Do you serve the god of this world, or do you serve God Almighty? We are saved by our faith in Christ, but if you can continue to covet worldly mammon then perhaps you haven't truly accepted Christ or turned from your sin. "... Ye cannot serve God and mammon." Those are Jesus' words.
 
Our feelings and senses cannot be trusted to lead us in God's ways and stabilize our walk with Him. Christians must study God's word every day and apply His truth to our life. Christianity isn't a list of rules and regulations, but it is a relationship with Jesus and a way of life. As in every relationship in our life, it has to be nurtured and pursued. When a man and woman are courting they desire to spend time together, to learn about each other, to talk with each other, and grow closer. That desire will only grow stronger in a marriage that is nurtured.  It is no different with God. Learn about Him and talk to Him. Learn what pleases Him, then make it your goal to please Him in all things. Your walk with God will stabilize and grow more precious as you come to know Him better. The inerrant word of God is our guide and our strength. 
 
 "A double minded man is unstable in all his ways," James 1:8. The word "unstable" comes from the Greek word "akatastatos" which means "unstable, inconstant, restless". If you are trying to live your life by two standards - the world standard and God's standard - you are going to be pulled in two. Yet, it isn't only the way we conduct our life that makes us unstable and restless, but also being swayed by false doctrine. Strange teachings which are unbiblical will appeal to those who aren't familiar with Scripture; they may sound profound and Biblical but are pure lies. If you aren't grounded by God's word you will be confused and try to make every fad work. You will be pulled from a New Age lie to an Emerging Church falsehood and back again, but never stabilized on God's truth. An unstable person isn't grounded in any particular doctrinal idea, but is tempted by a melting pot of them all. Do you believe, as many false teachers say, that all roads lead to heaven? What does Jesus say? "I am the way the truth and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." John 14:6. Both cannot be true, so you need to be sure of God's word and not be tossed about in your understanding. 
 
Too many Christians say that we cannot understand the Bible. Poppycock. The Holy Spirit gives understanding. "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." 1 Corinthians 2:14. Most Christians belong to a denomination...Methodist, Baptist, Episcopalian, etc. Each denomination teaches their own ideas and many are not Biblically grounded. Instead of standing firm on what the Bible says they stand firm on what they want it to say. This causes confusion and many Christians have come to the wrong conclusion that we just can't understand the Bible. Let go of denominational teachings and pray that the Holy Spirit will open your understanding of Scripture. Then, study the Bible for yourself. God wants you to know His truth and draw closer to Him.
 
Anyone who is double minded on doctrine and doesn't stand firm on God's inerrant word isn't fit to serve God as a pastor, teacher, evangelist, or any leadership position. The believer's foundation is Jesus the Christ, yet that Foundation is being replaced by false doctrines taught by teachers who are themselves deceived, and those listening to them are allowing the word of man to supplant the word of God. "But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived," 2 Timothy 3:13. Instead of taking a stand on God's truth these charlatans spew an attractive but deceptive message. They teach that any lifestyle is acceptable, that if you're a nice person you will go to Heaven, and they allow many other false teachings to poison the congregations they shepherd. Gullible Christians who have not read the Bible, much less studied it, are willing to embrace any lie that makes life easy. Ground yourself in God's word so as not to be deceived.
 
Here's a little test for you. Suppose you were in a Bible class and the class leader was teaching from the Gospel of John. He said "In the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the word was a God". Should someone in the class stand up and correct the teacher? Would anyone in the class even realize the mistake the teacher made? Was that teacher being deceptive in the subtle change of the first verse of John's Gospel? Perhaps the students didn't hear the mistake or maybe no one in the class has a clue of what the first verse in John's Gospel says. The latter seems to be the case. So, what is the answer? According to the false teaching of the Jehovah Witness organization, Jesus is "a god", but not God Almighty. If you don't know your Scripture, you might find this as acceptable. If you aren't deceived by false teachings then you will know that "In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God." John 1:1. Jesus is the Word and He is God. He isn't "a god", but He "is God". There are many other examples where God's word has been twisted by men with an agenda of false teachings and people just "take their word for it" without a second thought. Don't be fooled through ignorance of Scripture. Know God's truth, let go of denominational teaching, stand on God's inerrant word.
 
"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:" 2 Timothy 3:16.  If you don't believe the Bible is God's Word, then you have already been deceived. If you only believe what you have been told by man then you may easily be deceived. Have you read three or four commentaries on a subject and they all differ in their interpretation? Does that mean it's just too difficult to understand? No. It means you need to get into God's word and study. The answer is there. Most commentators put Scripture references in their writings. Have these Scriptures been taken out of context? Check the Hebrew and Greek words in the Scripture to gain a deeper understanding and if the commentator is wrong, disregard that commentary and don't let it confuse you. If you don't know what you believe, then, what do you have faith in?
 
God wants you to be certain We believers in Christ have a sure word, a truth that can't be disputed or denied and it comes from God. We aren't to take man's word for what the Bible says or doesn't say, but we are to search the Scripture (Old and New Testaments) for our self. "These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so." Acts 17:11. The Bereans weren't double minded, unstable, or carried away by false teachings. They searched the Scriptures and learned God's truth. They were single minded and well grounded, not double minded and unstable.
 
If you have accepted Christ and claim He saved you from sin, do you understand what that means? If you don't know what things are opposed to God, then how will you know what you need to repent of (change your mind about)? The answer is in God's word. Once you understand about sin you will understand that only God's shed blood can take that sin away. Once you understand that, you need to pray and ask God to help you stop living your life in opposition to Him...change your lifestyle and attitude and submit to Him. Unless you study His word for yourself you can only take someone else's ideas about right and wrong and you run the risk of being deceived. Stabilize yourself in God's truth and don't be tossed and turned by every false teaching that comes along.
 
My Brethren, the end is near. That has been said for many years, but today we very likely are the generation who will see the Rapture (another subject you need to ground yourself in). If you haven't truly accepted Christ as your Saviour, or are unsure of what that means or if you really meant it when you mouthed the words, then you need to make that commitment t right now. Contrary to popular belief, all roads do not lead to Heaven and all lifestyles are not acceptable. "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:" Ephesians 2:8. Salvation is through faith in what Jesus accomplished on the cross, but if you don't understand why you need Jesus then you will be unstable in your faith. Don't be tossed about on the waves of confusion. Study God's word and change yourself to be like Him.
 
Stabilize your walk with Jesus and don't be deceived.
 
 
God bless you all,
 
Ron & Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com
www.straitandnarrowministry.com 
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com 
Previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html  
 
All original scripture is "theopneustos" God breathed.
 
This commentary was started by Ron Graham before his death on March 14, 2013, and finished by his wife, Nathele Graham 
 
If you'd like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries just drop me an email and let me know 
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy









			[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]









		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]



	Stay Connected



	[image: Facebook]   [image: Twitter]   [image: LinkedIn]   [image: Pinterest]



	Prophecy Update - PO Box 40516 - Bakersfield, CA 93384









	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB1.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB2.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB3.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB4.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB5.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB6.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB7.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB8.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB9.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB10.png]




	





[bookmark: _GoBack]
image6.png




image7.png




image18.jpeg




image19.jpeg




image20.jpeg




image21.jpeg




image22.jpeg
WIERS

WIERSBE

WIERSBE

WIERSBE

WIERSBE





image8.png




image23.jpeg




image24.jpeg




image9.png




image25.gif
[=3% Forward to a Friend




image10.png




image26.png




image27.png




image28.png




image29.png




image30.png




image31.png




image11.png




image12.png




image13.png




image14.png




image15.png




image16.png




image17.gif




image1.png




image2.png




image3.png




image4.png




image5.png




