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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Netanyahu to meet today with Germany's FM to discuss Iran, peace process
Cyprus arrest of Hezbollah man 'uncovered large-scale Iranian terror plot across Europe'
Will Europe be pushed to fully ban Hezbollah?
Iran, US eye 'intense' month to seal historic deal
Iran says will discuss 'other solutions' to nuclear inspections deadlock 
Kerry, Zarif fail to make breakthrough in nuclear talks
Kerry airlifted to Geneva hospital after bicycle accident 
Netanyahu to Palestinians: Stop delegitimization campaign and return to peace talks 
Country-wide drill to prepare for massive three-front rocket attack in Israel
Liberman warns of next cycle of violence as Hamas builds road near border
Lieberman: PM ignoring danger of Hamas war preparations
Palestinians seek energy independence from Israel
Palestinian soccer head under fire after withdrawing motion to suspend Israel from FIFA
Rivlin: Ironic that killers of Israeli athletes seek to oust Israel from FIFA 
Israel's next battle will be over Olympics, diplomats say
'Israel expects Germany to lead fight against West Bank product labeling'
British woman awarded damages after denial of job due to Shabbat
Anti-Semitic fliers found in neighborhoods across NW D.C.
Sinai Militants target Egypt-Jordanian gas pipeline 
Assad regime kills dozens with barrel bombs, rights group says
Activists say Syrian army strikes kill 70 people in Aleppo
Opec under siege as Isil threatens world's oil lifeline
Truck bombs: the Islamic State's 'air force'
Report: ISIS branch in Saudi Arabia calls for expulsion of Shi'ites
Saudi-led coalition warplanes hit bases in Yemeni capital Sanaa 
Four Americans taken as prisoners in Yemen
Suicide bomber, rocket grenades kill 30 in Nigerian city
'Tyranny is in America': Anti-Muslim armed rally organizer says he's headed into hiding after getting death threats
Bombs in southern Thailand kill one police officer, wound seven 
Impasse over China's island-building shows no sign of easing
EU criticizes 'unjustified' Russian travel blacklist
Vladimir Putin is not planning annexation of Ukraine enclaves, but diplomacy is flailing
Russian aircraft head off U.S. destroyer in Black Sea
Air Force Getting Closer to Testing Hypersonic Weapon, Engineers Say
Jeb Bush lays into Obama for removing Cuba from state sponsor of terror list
Thousands of Sites Block Congress in Protest Ahead of Patriot Act Expiration
"Ferguson Effect" Triggers Nationwide "Crime Wave"
Murder capital: Baltimore's homicide explosion in wake of Freddie Gray case dwarfs rate of similar cities
Detroit is starting to shut off people's water again - UN warns violates human rights
6.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Izu Islands, Japan region
5.8 magnitude earthquake hits near Hihifo, Tonga
5.4 magnitude earthquake hits near Karakul, Tajikistan
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Kuripan, Indonesia
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Manokwari, Indonesia
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Panguna, Papua New Guinea
12 injured after earthquake shakes Japan
USGS: Preliminary report shows 3.4 magnitude earthquake in Wayne Co., IL
Popocateptl volcano in Mexico erupts to 25,000ft
Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 14,000ft
Texas floods: Enough rain to cover entire state with 8 inches of water in May
Sudden onset of ice loss in Antarctica detected
Mers virus: China tracking nearly 200 for possible infections
SKorean MERS outbreak: 13th case confirmed
Elderly face NHS discrimination under new UN death targets
U.S. appeals court strikes down Idaho law banning abortions after 20 weeks
Police break up unsanctioned gay rally in central Moscow
Colorado school blocks valedictorian's speech declaring he's gay
Ireland's yes vote forces Vatican rethink of gay 'message'
Mormon leader L. Tom Perry dies at 92, opposed same-sex marriage
Church of England May Rebaptize Transgenders According to New Identity
400 participate in SlutWalk in Jerusalem: 'No means no!'




			[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
 



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Netanyahu: Iran the 'greatest threat' to world peace
1. Iran weighs turning Hezbollah's anti-Israel missiles against ISIS to save Damascus and Baghdad
1. Nato chief says Russian nuclear threats are 'deeply troubling and dangerous'
1. A Recession within a Recession
1. Exposed: The Trappings and Snares of 'ME Christianity'
1. How to be miserable as a Christian
1. Featured Article: The Case for Eternal Punishment        
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Netanyahu: Iran the 'greatest threat' to world peace - http://www.timesofisrael.com/netanyahu-iran-the-greatest-threat-to-world-peace/
 
 
After meeting with German foreign minister, PM reiterates need for 'better' nuclear deal, Palestinian state that recognizes Israel as Jewish state
 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Sunday decried Iranian "aggression" across the Middle East, telling German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier that an emerging nuclear deal should take into account not only Tehran's alleged nuclear ambition but also its regional aspirations. 
 
After noting that "the greatest threat to Israel's security, to the stability of the region and to the peace of the world" was Iran's alleged quest for nuclear weapons, Netanyahu pointed to an Iranian "campaign of aggression across the entire Middle East, in Yemen, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, around our borders on the Golan."
 
Speaking at a press conference after his meeting with Steinmeier, the prime minister added, "Today, Iran is sponsoring terrorism across the globe beyond the Middle East, in the Middle East, but also in Asia, Africa, Europe, the Americas. Iran is building a vast infrastructure of terror."
 
He said Iran is "conducting an unprecedented, I would say, conventional arms build-up. It's developing a huge arms industry, which includes drones, rockets, precision guided missiles, submarines and satellites as well."
 
Netanyahu said that he and Steinmeier had discussed "at some length" the stalled peace process with the Palestinians.
 
"I think the only way to move that is through direct negotiations," he said. "Unfortunately, the Palestinian Authority has moved away from these negotiations, but I believe, I remain committed to the idea that the only way we can achieve a lasting peace is through the concept of two states for two peoples - a demilitarized Palestinian state that recognizes the Jewish nation-state of Israel."
 
After meeting with Netanyahu, the German foreign minister met with President Reuven Rivlin at the President's Residence in Jerusalem.
 
Picking up where they had left off during Rivlin's official visit to Germany two weeks ago, the two men spoke about current developments in the region and bilateral ties between Germany and Israel.
 
During the meeting, Rivlin spoke of the international concern over the Israel-Palestinian conflict and the need for the resumption of talks.
 
"We do not need to be pressured," he told the German foreign minister. "The need to rebuild Gaza and the renewal of direct negotiations is very clear to us. The Palestinians' unilateral actions as we saw for example on Friday in Zurich are unnecessary and a bizarre twist on history - that the successors of those who murdered athletes in Munich should now be promoting a boycott of Israel goes against the ideas of humanity and justice."
 
Referring to the fact that Steinmeier would be traveling to the Palestinian Authority later Sunday for a meeting with the PA president, Rivlin said, "We hope that in your meeting with Mahmoud Abbas, you will be able to stress the idea that, for both people, the only way we will be able to bring an end to the conflict is through direct negotiations."
 
The German foreign minister thanked Rivlin for his warm welcome, and said, "I remember that when we have met in the past, we often spoke about the crisis in your region, and today we are also discussing the crisis in our region. The calming of the situation in the eastern Ukraine is still very difficult and the ceasefire is still very fragile.
 
"At the same time, I know that the situation in your region is much more complicated. I just had the opportunity to discuss with Prime Minister Netanyahu the number of crisis regions here - Syria, Iran, and the Palestinians. I still believe in the need to return to negotiations for a two-state solution. The troubled situation in Gaza demands of us to think about concrete steps to improve daily life there - without which, I am afraid, the situation is escalating."
 
Steinmeier said during the meeting that he wished to promote concrete measures for the reconstruction of Gaza in order to build confidence between both sides, adding that the discussion had to focus on Gaza as well as on the West Bank.
 
Both men affirmed that Europe had an important role to play in mediating an end to the conflict.
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Iran weighs turning Hezbollah's anti-Israel missiles against ISIS to save Damascus and Baghdad - http://www.debka.com/article/24633/Iran-weighs-turning-Hizballah's-anti-Israel-missiles-against-ISIS-to-save-Damascus-and-Baghdad
 
 
Hezbollah's General Secretary Hassan Nasrallah frequently brags that his 80,000 missiles can reach any point in Israel. He may have to compromise on this. His masters in Tehran are casting about urgently for ways to save the Assad regime in Damascus and halt the Islamic State's' inexorable advance on Baghdad and the Shiite shrine city of Karbala. According to debkafile's Gulf sources, Iran is eyeing the re-allocation of the roughly 1,000 long-range rockets in Hezbollah's store for warding off these calamities.
 
 Some would be fired from their pads in Lebanon, exposing that country to retaliation, after Beirut rebuffed Hezbollah's demand for the Lebanese army to join in the fight for Assad.
 
 Iran has not so far approved the plan. But if it does go through, Iranian spy drones operating over the war zones would feed with targeting data on ISIS and rebel positions and movements to the Hezbollah rocket crews manning the mobile batteries of Fajr-5s - range 400-600 km; Zelzal-2s - range 500 km; Fateh-110s -range 800 km; and Shaheen 2s - 800-900 km.
 
Discussions in Tehran on this option took on new urgency Thursday, May 28, when White House spokesman Josh Earnest declared that the United States "would not be responsible for securing the security situation in Iraq. Our strategy is to support the Iraqi security forces... back them on the battlefield with coalition military air power as they take the fight to ISIS in their own country," he said.
 
Tehran took this as confirmation that the US was quitting the war on the Islamic State in Iraq although the Obama administration's decision was coupled with a free hand for the Baghdad government to do whatever it must to deal with the peril, including calling on external forces for assistance in defending the country.
 
 In the Iraqi arena, Iran has thrown into the fray surrogate Shiite militias grouped under "The Popular Mobilization Committee." It is led by Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, who turns out to be an Iranian, not an Iraqi, and working under cover as the deputy of the Al Qods Brigades Commander Gen. Qassem Soleimani.
 
This grouping is too shady for President Barack Obama to accept as worthy of US air support. Therefore, the entire anti-ISIS campaign has been dumped in Iran's lap. Loath to expose its own air force planes to the danger of being shot down over Iraq, Iran is looking at the option of filling the gap with heavy missiles.
 
 In the Syrian arena, Tehran is under extreme pressure:
 
1. The Assad regime can't last much longer under fierce battering from the rebel Nusra Front, freshly armed and funded with massive assistance from Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Turkey. To disguise this group's affiliation with al Qaeda, the Saudis have set up a new outfit called "The Muslim Army of Conquest." In a few days it was joined by 3,000 Nusra adherents.
 
 2.  The Syrian army has lost heart under this assault and many of its units are fleeing the battlefield rather than fighting, with the result that Bashar Assad is losing one piece of territory after another in all his war sectors. Soon, he will be left without enough troops for defending Damascus.
 
3.  Although Hezbollah's leaders proclaim their determination to fight for Assad in every part of Syria, the fact is that the Shiite group is too stretched to support a wide-ranging conflict in Syria and defend its own home base in Lebanon at one and the same time.
 
4. Tehran is also considering rushing through a defense pact with Damascus to enable Assad to call on Iranian troops to come over and rescue him.
 
 5. Saudi Arabia has singled out leaders of top Hezbollah leaders for sanctions. This week, Riyadh impounded the assets and accounts of Khalil Harb and Muhammad Qabalan in Gulf banks. This act was taken in Tehran as a major provocation.
 
The names don't mean much outside a small circle in the region. However, Harb is Hezbollah's supreme chief of staff whose military standing is comparable to that of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards commander Gen. Ali Jaafary, while Qabalan is the organization's senior intelligence and operations officer and responsible for orchestrating Hezbollah's terrorist hits outside Lebanon.
 
 The Iranians are not about to let this affront go by without payback, which could come in the form of missile attacks by Hezbollah on Saudi-backed groups in Syria.
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Nato chief says Russian nuclear threats are 'deeply troubling and dangerous' - http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/may/28/nato-chief-says-russian-nuclear-threats-are-deeply-troubling-and-dangerous
 
 
Jens Stoltenberg says Russian plans such as the deployment of nuclear-capable missiles near the Polish border would 'fundamentally change' European security
 
Russia's provocative rhetoric and its dramatic expansion of flights by nuclear bombers are deeply troubling and dangerous, the Nato secretary general Jens Stoltenberg said on Wednesday.
 
Russia's plans to deploy nuclear-capable missiles in Kaliningrad - near Poland's border - and its threat to move nuclear forces in Crimea would "fundamentally change the balance of security in Europe," Stoltenberg warned, in a speech during a visit to Washington.
 
Russia's nuclear sabre-rattling is unjustified, destabilizing and dangerous
 
Jens Stoltenberg 
 
In blunt language, the Nato chief delivered a scathing critique of Russia's behavior over the past year - including Moscow's armed intervention in Ukraine - and vowed the transatlantic alliance would redouble its commitment to "collective defense".
 
"Russia's recent use of nuclear rhetoric, exercises and operations are deeply troubling," he told an audience at the Center for Strategic and International Studies think tank.
 
The Russian president Vladimir Putin's "admission that he considered putting Russia's nuclear forces on alert while Russia was annexing Crimea is but one example," the former Norwegian prime minister said.
 
The Nato alliance was also concerned about Russia's compliance with nuclear arms agreements and stepped-up global flights by strategic bombers.
 
"Russia has also significantly increased the scale, number and range of pro-active flights by nuclear-capable bombers across much of the globe," Stoltenberg said.
 
The Russian bomber flights, he said, spanned "from Japan to Gibraltar, from Crete to California, and from the Baltic sea to the Black Sea."
 
Russia was failing to draw on the lessons of the Cold War, including that "when it comes to nuclear weapons, caution, predictability and transparency are vital," he said.
 
"Russia's nuclear sabre-rattling is unjustified, destabilizing and dangerous," he said.
 
Stoltenberg also criticized Russia for staging large snap military exercises, which he said was a violation of international agreements requiring governments to share information about planned drills in advance and to invite observers.
 
One short-notice exercise was used to move Russian forces to annex Crimea in February 2014 and others were employed to support separatists in eastern Ukraine and to stage a military build-up on Ukraine's border. 
 
Russia is conducting yet another snap exercise near Ukraine this week that involves 250 aircraft and 700 pieces of heavy equipment, he said.
 
Dating back to Russia's intervention in Georgia in 2008, Moscow has sought to settle disputes through military force or the threat of military force, he said.
 
Russia has also started deploying its most modern weapons systems near the borders of Nato members in Eastern Europe, he said.
 
Citing Russia's actions in Ukraine and elsewhere, Stoltenberg said Moscow "is asserting its military power, stirring up aggressive nationalism, claiming the right to impose its will on its neighbors and grabbing land."
 
Nato's relations with Russia were at their lowest point in decades, he said.
 
"We are not back to the Cold War but we are far from a strategic partnership," he said. The alliance needed to adapt to challenges, he said, "that may be with us for a long time."
 
Nato will uphold its principles, including respect for the sovereignty of states and transparency in military activities, while also renewing its commitment to "collective" defense and deterrence, he said.
 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia plan to make a formal request to Nato to deploy a force of several thousand troops in their countries as a counter-weight to Russia. But it remains unclear if the alliance will approve the request.
 
The Nato chief's comments came a day after he held talks with President Barack Obama, who accused Russia of adopting an "increasingly aggressive posture."
 
Both Obama and Stoltenberg urged both sides in the Ukraine conflict to respect a shaky ceasefire accord.
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COMING SOON!

Our new video is in production, and this may be the most important video that we have ever produced.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night, is a video that every believer should own.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night is an excellent video for witnessing and evangelizing here and now! More importantly, it is also a video that each one of us will want to make sure that our loved ones, that missed the Rapture, will have and watch and prayerfully accept the Lord's gift of eternal salvation!
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We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
"The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" will be released on *7/3/15, Pre-Order your copy today. When you Pre-Order one of our videos, not only are you making sure that you will be one of the first to receive it, you are also helping to fund the video. 
 
Production Costs

 
Every video cost us about $2000 dollars to produce, you can also donate to our general fund if you feel led to help us offset the production costs, we will be forever grateful! 
 
To Pre-Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
If you feel led to help us offset the production cost of this video, please use the following link to make a tax deductible donation, thanks and God Bless.
  
 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/donations.html
  
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384

 
Also, there is still time to enter our drawing for the Bible Commentary sets, see below for more information!
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A Chance to Win, and 
Support Prophecy Update
(Final Day to Enter)
 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/d596036f-4a1c-41a4-8d2c-7ab01ddc39fb.jpg]
 
 
Thanks to a very generous supporter, we are offering you a chance to win both the John MacArthur 33 volumes New Testament Commentary, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary, for a donation of just $25, for each increment of $25 dollars, your name will go into a drawing. If you donate $100 dollars for example, your name will be entered four times into the drawing. This offer will run from now until the end of May, and the drawing will be held and announced on 6/1/15. 

 
Amazing set of Bible Commentaries
 
The John MacArthur 33 volume New Testament Commentary retails for $849, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary retails for $149. So that's a total of nearly $1000 dollars, but wait there's more. We will also throw in an Ultimate Set of our DVD's, including our newest DVD, CONVERGENCE. So all together this donation-drawing is worth nearly $1200, and you can enter our donation-drawing as many times as you want. 

 
 
The MacArthur NT Commentary Series, 33 Volumes (Hard Cover)

 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/6033d668-8049-4c98-ae84-d2ba4bdad06b.jpg]
 
 
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary comes from the experience, insight, and wisdom of one of the most trusted ministry leaders and Bible teachers of our day. Each volume was written to be as comprehensive and accurate as possible, dealing thoroughly with every key phrase and word in the Bible without being unduly technical. This series helps provide a better, fuller, and richer understanding of God's word while challenging all readers-no matter what their expertise-to grow in a vibrant, spiritual walk. 

 
 
The Warren Wiersbe Bible Exposition Commentary, 6 Volumes (Hard Cover)
 

 [image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/7704e072-c129-4494-8dcb-27aa639962ca.jpg] 

 
Countless pastors, teachers, and students have pored over the best-selling Be series---and now these insightful studies are available in one complete set for a spectacular price! From Genesis to Revelation, Wiersbe unpacks the meaning and message of Scripture with a skilled exposition that remains ever-mindful of practical application. 

 
A Great Addition to any Library 
 
You can add these awesome Bible Commentaries to your personal collection, give them as a gift to someone or your church or even your pastor. Most importantly, you will be helping to support this ministry! We have set up a special section on our donations page to enter this donation-drawing, please use the link below:

 
 
 http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 
You can also mail in your donation-drawing entry to:
Prophecy Update, PO Box 40516, Bakersfield, CA 93384 
, please mark your entry for Commentary Drawing, thanks!
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A Recession within a Recession - By Michael Snyder -
http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/a-recession-within-a-recession 
 
 
On Friday, the federal government announced that the U.S. economy contracted at a 0.7 percent annual rate during the first quarter of 2015.  This unexpected shrinking of the economy is being primarily blamed on "harsh" weather during the first three months of this year and on the strengthening of the U.S. dollar.  Most economists are confident that U.S. GDP will rebound back into positive territory when the numbers for the second quarter come out, but if that does not happen we will officially meet the government's criteria for being in another "recession".  To make sure that the numbers for Q2 will look "acceptable", the Bureau of Economic Analysis is about to change the way that it calculates GDP again.  They are just going to keep "seasonally adjusting" the numbers until they get what they want.  At this point, the government numbers are so full of "assumptions" and "estimates" that they don't really bear much resemblance to reality anyway.  In fact, John Williams of shadowstats.com has calculated that if the government was actually using honest numbers that they would show that we have continually been in a recession since 2005.  That is why I am referring to this as a "recession within a recession".  Most people can look around and see that economic conditions for most Americans are not good, and now they are about to get even worse.
 
For quite a while I have been warning that another economic downturn was coming.  Well, now we have official confirmation from the Obama administration that it is happening.  The following is an excerpt from the statement that the Bureau of Economic Analysis released on Friday...
 
Real gross domestic product - the value of the production of goods and services in the United States, adjusted for price changes - decreased at an annual rate of 0.7 percent in the first quarter of 2015, according to the "second" estimate released by the Bureau of Economic Analysis. In the fourth quarter, real GDP increased 2.2 percent.
 
The GDP estimate released today is based on more complete source data than were available for the "advance" estimate issued last month. In the advance estimate, real GDP increased 0.2 percent.
 
 With the second estimate for the first quarter, imports increased more and private inventory investment increased less than previously estimated (for more information, see "Revisions" on page 3).
 
The decrease in real GDP in the first quarter primarily reflected negative contributions from exports, nonresidential fixed investment, and state and local government spending that were partly offset by positive contributions from personal consumption expenditures (PCE), private inventory investment, and residential fixed investment.
 
And actually, Q1 GDP would have been far worse if not for a very large inventory buildup.  Without that inventory buildup, Q1 GDP would have been in the neighborhood of negative three percent according to Zero Hedge.  Despite the happy face that most analysts are putting on these numbers, the truth is that they reveal some deeply troubling trends.
 
One of the things that is driving this current downturn is the fact that our trade balance continues to get even worse.  In other words, the gap between how much we buy from the rest of the world and how much we sell to the rest of the world is growing.
 
During the first quarter, imports surged by 5.6 percent.  That means that we are buying more from the rest of the planet than we did before.
 
Unfortunately, during the first quarter of this year exports dropped by a staggering 7.6 percent.  That means that the amount of stuff that we are selling to the rest of the planet is falling precipitously.
 
When our trade deficit expands, we lose jobs, businesses and economic infrastructure at an even faster pace.  This is why I write about trade issues so much.  Our economy is being absolutely eviscerated, and the Obama administration is pushing another giant trade deal which will greatly accelerate this process.
 
We are committing national economic suicide by running colossal trade deficits year after year.  But instead of addressing our problems, our "leaders" just continue to conduct business as usual.
 
And to make themselves look good, they just keep manipulating the numbers until they seem "reasonable".  As I mentioned above, the negative number for Q1 is causing a lot of consternation in Washington, so now the Bureau of Economic Analysis is going to modify the way that GDP is calculated once again.  The following comes from Bloomberg...
 
The way some parts of U.S. gross domestic product are calculated are about to change in the wake of the debate over persistently depressed first-quarter growth.
 
In a blog post published Friday, the Bureau of Economic Analysis listed a series of alterations it will make in seasonally adjusting data used to calculate economic growth. The changes will be implemented with the release of the initial second-quarter GDP estimate on July 30, the BEA said.
 
Although the agency adjusts its figures for seasonal variations, growth in any given first quarter still tends to be weaker than in the remaining three, economists have found, a sign there may be some bias in the data. It's a phenomenon economists call "residual seasonality."
 
Why can't they just give us honest numbers?
 
Meanwhile, we also learned on Friday that corporate profits declined again during the first quarter of 2015.  This was the second quarter in a row that we have seen this happen.  The following comes from CNS News...
 
The BEA report also released data on corporate profits, which showed a decrease from the previous quarter. 'Profits from current production decreased $125.5 billion in the first quarter, compared with a decrease of $30.4 billion in the fourth,' BEA said.
 
Can you guess the last time that corporate profits declined for two quarters in a row?
 
It was in 2008.
 
So many of the exact same red flags that popped up seven years ago are popping up once again.
 
I know that I must sound like a broken record, but right now there are more signals that another major economic downturn is approaching than there has been at any other time since I started The Economic Collapse Blog in 2009.
 
Hopefully this summer will be relatively quiet, but I fully expect for events to start accelerating significantly during the second half of this year.
 
So if you have things that you need to get done before the next crisis arrives, you better hurry up, because time is quickly running out.
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Exposed: The Trappings and Snares of 'ME Christianity' - A.J. Castellitto - http://www.westernjournalism.com/exposed-the-trappings-and-snares-of-me-christianity/
 
 
If you see yourself in any of these profiles, acknowledge it, and flee from the 'Christian ME.'
 
They are all signs of self-absorbed immaturity (most prominently in the spiritual sense); and for the most part, I've been guilty of them all. When we take our eye off the ball, we are most assuredly setting ourselves up for a major fall.
 
For the Christian, Jesus is our light and our guide. He is revealed in the living word of God.
 
The Bible contains blessed instruction and spiritual nourishment for the thirsting, passionate disciple of God. It is when we stray in our application and obedience that we grow complacent, proud, frustrated, irritable, overwhelmed, depressed, and ultimately unfaithful.
 
The Good News of the Bible is not about us; rather, it is for us. We must rightfully be inclined to share and serve others (starting with those in our very household). We cannot maintain ourselves as the center of our universe. The Lord must be magnified. He is our comfort, our refuge, and our focus.
 
We needn't be annihilated, but we'd better find our strength and our wisdom in the living word. When we don't, it's bound to all go terribly wrong. Here are just a few examples of how so. (If you see yourself in any of these profiles, acknowledge it, and flee from the 'Christian ME.')
 
The Paralyzed Christian - Those who are so wrapped up in their sins and offenses that they cannot even bring themselves to the throne of grace and see the loving, merciful arms of the Savior who is ready and willing to fill hearts and carry burdens. They reside within the pale of spiritual law and carnal despair and cannot find the place of forgiveness. It lies outside themselves. It is where they must dwell.
 
The Legalistic Christian - These are the sin sniffers, the rule-makers and the finger-pointers. They are quick to cast the first stone. They are the Pharisees. They hide their own fragile insecurities behind an air of superiority. Jesus is their carnal shield and their license to wound, but He will never be their Savior.
 
The Mystical Christian - They are those who speak of lofty experience. They await the spirit to move them. They are waiting on a sign. They are on deck, but they never arrive; nor do they accept their own obligation and responsibility. They are so busy letting go, handing over the reins, and waiting on the Lord for a directive that they've rendered themselves unfruitful. They have buried their talents and hidden their light under a bushel. They're sitting in the sanctuary waiting for the call, but they've yet to take any faithful risks. They are not owning their faith, nor are they living it out. They are using God as a crutch because standing firm in living faith and obedience while confronting the tough circumstance would require too much devotion and accountability. It would require them to take what they know (and so undeservingly received) and take on the world. They are cowards for Christ. It's easier to sit back and just let God do it. The inconvenient reality for them is that He already has, and now He expects them to go out and live it. They are to share the Good Word and glorify God for the redemption (and tragically, the condemnation) of sinners everywhere.
 
The Working Christian - They have a miraculous story to tell and live the rest of their lives living up to that one radical conversion experience. Their home is the workhouse. They are ultimately their own slave and their own master. Every sin is a bitter disappointment, while every act of faith is a greater confirmation. Life is a series of catastrophic missteps and fulfilled expectations; but in the end, they are merely going it alone. Their insecurities are woefully misplaced. Tragically, they dwell in a prison of their own design.
 
The Barely Christian - They are the Christian musician, the Christian publisher, the Christian builder, and the Christian plumber. Christ is their calling card and their marketing ploy. He is their key selling point. They are corporate and political Christians. They worship social justice, holy wars, and golden rules. They are pragmatic and peace-loving religious humanists. Their Christianity comes at no cost. It's merely a no sacrifice required form of spirituality that they are living. Christianity is their cover. They are cultural Christians; but tragically instead of transforming the culture to Christ, they embrace all that the world has to offer them. They are globally conformed and compromised. They're merely peddling a secular agenda. They market and sell Christianity - a cheap imitation thereof. They are Christian out of convenience; yet they are hardly so. They are shallow professors. They are mere pretenders tainting the faith. In the worst case, Christianity is the flag they wave to trigger, expand, and ignite a military industrial complex. Ultimately, their masks will come off; in fact, their true identity is already showing. In the end, they got nothing.
 
The Narcissistic Christian - They are the date setters. They've uncovered hidden revelation and have broken from the faithful denomination. They refuse to be taught; yet they hold the key to unlocked mysteries. They have the inside track. Those who've come before lack the illumination they bring. They are the Harold Campings, the Ellen G. Whites, and the Benny Hinns. They hold the faithful insight. They are anointed and self-appointed. The power of healing lies in their spiritually-gifted, supernaturally-charged hands. They are the religious charlatans. They have been designated by God to deliver a timely message. They have Jesus on speed dial. The current day reveals a hidden truth, and they've been sent by God to decode it. We are no longer wandering in the dark, but will they?
 
And so the traps and snares abound for those who forget where true life is found!
 
Again, we must flee such ME's........you know where to go!
 
Peace and loving service is to be had in the revealed word of God, the fellowship of believers, humble prayer, confession of sin, and participation in the holy sacraments of faith (i.e. the Lord's Supper). May we be restored and sanctified by the living Word, and may the world be our mission field.
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How to be miserable as a Christian - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/05/how-to-be-miserable-as-a-christian/
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie exhorts, 'Determine not to compromise in any area of your life'
 
When I became a Christian at the age of 17, I was sick of the life I had lived up to that point. Due to my mother's marriages, divorces and alcoholism - and the hedonistic lifestyle she lived and that I had to live with her - I saw so many things a boy should never see. I was exposed to many godless things. And I was sick of it.
 
Even before I was a Christian, I knew the answer was not in my mother's lifestyle. So when I heard the gospel and gave my life to Jesus Christ, I wasn't enamored with the world anymore. I was thrilled to start living the Christian life and to start growing spiritually.
 
But then I started running into some people who were raised in the church and were somewhat attracted to the things of this world. I would say, "Trust me when I tell you this. Been there, done that. This is a waste of life. It's a dead-end street." Still, they were fascinated by those things.
 
When Christians live this way, they will find themselves stuck in a miserable no-man's land of compromise. It is a self-imposed wilderness wandering, where they have too much of Christ to be happy in the world and too much of the world to be happy in Christ. And it is not the way to live.
 
In the book of Exodus, Pharaoh attempted to strike a series of compromises with Moses as he demanded the Israelites' release. In a final grasp of desperation Pharaoh said, "Go, serve the LORD; only let your flocks and your herds be kept back. Let your little ones also go with you" (Exodus 10:24 NKJV).
 
But here's what Moses told him: "Our livestock also shall go with us; not a hoof shall be left behind" (verse 26). In other words, "Pharaoh, here's the deal. Here's what you get. You get nothing. Zero. Nada. Zip. You can't even have one of our animals. You can't even have one of our sick animals. We're not leaving you anything at all. We're all leaving. It's all or nothing."
 
There needs to come a point in the life of a Christian where he or she says the same thing. There needs to come a point where a Christian says, "I'm tired of living a miserable life of compromise. I'm tired of living in guilt all the time because I'm doing things on the sly that I know I shouldn't be doing. I'm tired of pretending to be something that I'm not. I'm tired of this whole game I've been playing."
 
Conversion turns the Christian heart into a battlefield. The believer can be known by his inward warfare as well as by his inward peace. If you are a believer and aren't experiencing a spiritual battle, then something is wrong with you. Every day there will be opposition. Every day there are hassles, difficulties and temptation. It is all a part of the Christian life.
 
Yet some Christians expect to always have areas of weakness in their lives. They think, I'm always going to have a weakness morally, and I am always going to have a problem here. I'm always going to have a problem with thus and so. I'm always going to have this vulnerability. It's just the way it is. As long as a Christian thinks that way, then he or she always will have that problem.
 
Don't concede. Determine not to compromise in any area of your life. As Moses said, "Not a hoof shall be left behind." Ask God to be in control of everything that happens in your heart and life as his follower.
 
This doesn't mean that Christians are perfect. There isn't a day that goes by when I haven't said, thought, or done something that I wished I hadn't done. We all fall short. But there is a difference between slipping up here and there and living in a pattern of sin. We are all going to have our shortcomings and weaknesses.
 
The good news is that God can completely change us. The Bible says that "anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!" (2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT). No sin or vice needs to have a foothold in our lives any longer. We can make a break with these things. 
 
That is what Moses was saying to Pharaoh: "Look, we're not striking any deals with you. We're going to put distance between you and us, and we're going to get out of here."
 
As Joshua told the Israelites, "So fear the LORD and serve him wholeheartedly. Put away forever the idols your ancestors worshiped. ... Serve the LORD alone. But if you refuse to serve the LORD, then choose today whom you will serve. Would you prefer the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates? Or will it be the gods of the Amorites in whose land you now live? But as for me and my family, we will serve the LORD" (Joshua 24:14-15 NLT).
 
If you are going to live for Christ, then live for Christ. If you want to go for the world, then go for the world. But don't try to do both. It doesn't work. Make a choice.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: The Case for Eternal Punishment - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/topical-studies/tough-questions-answered/the-case-for-eternal-punishment/
 
 
"And they will go out and look upon the dead bodies of those who rebelled against me; their worm will not die, nor will their fire be quenched, and they will be loathsome to all mankind." (Isaiah 66:24)
 
Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. (Daniel 12:2)
 
Then he will say to those on his left, "Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels." Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. (Matt. 25:41,46)
 
Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. (Rev. 20:14-15)
 
For most of mankind's existence the belief that punishment for unbelievers is eternal was taken for granted.  The above verses are the basis for this point of view.  It's become known as the traditional view of hell.
 
Recently an alternative, called the conditional view, has come on the scene. This view is based primarily on Rev. 20:12 which says the unsaved dead will be judged according to their works. Proponents of the conditional view interpret this verse to mean that while no unbeliever can go to heaven, their punishment in hell will be based on the quality of their lives while on Earth. They contend that those who've led meritorious lives on Earth but aren't believers will receive less severe punishment for a shorter period of time than say a Hitler or Stalin before being destroyed altogether. They claim that this view makes more sense because it shows God to be fair, making the punishment fit the crime so to speak, before mercifully ending their existence altogether.
 
On the surface it seems to make sense and some people are more comfortable with this view than the traditional one that appears excessively harsh to them and serves no purpose other than making people suffer. But is the conditional view the result of greater enlightenment in our understanding of Scripture or just another in a long line of attempts to re-cast God's word into a kinder gentler document as it pertains to those who've rejected Him?
 
My Ways Are Not Your Ways
 
A closer look reveals that the idea of a conditional hell is decidedly biased toward the world view of unbelievers. Conditional hell proponents say, "All they did is not believe that Jesus died for them.  Other than that many unbelievers  tried to live a good life and helped a fair amount of people along the way. What did they do to deserve eternal punishment?" (Notice the emphasis on good works here?)
 
What these folks don't seem to realize is that without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6). No amount of good works and kindness toward others will make up for the deficiency of unbelief.   The truth is they will have failed to do the only thing God required of them.
 
Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?"
 
Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." (John 6:28-29)
 
If God is going to judge unbelievers by how they've done the work He requires of them, it'll all be over pretty quickly because without belief in Jesus even the good they might have accomplished is considered evil in God's sight. How do I know that?  Read the Lord's own words;
 
Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' (Matt. 7:22-23)
 
They will claim to have performed miracles in His name, but the Lord will deny ever knowing them, calling them evil doers.  So much for the value of a meritorious life apart from faith in Him!
 
And in John 15:5 He said, "I am the vine and you are the branches. If a man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear much fruit. Apart from Me you can do nothing."
 
Unbelievers don't think rejecting the Lord is a big deal because they don't realize that their rejection of His sacrifice for their sins has eternal consequences. Because of their unbelief they're only thinking in terms of a 70-80 year lifespan, not an eternal existence.  So let's take a look at this from the eternal perspective and try to understand how different it is.
 
First let's understand that the man who is executed or given life in prison for taking someone's life is not being taught that murder is wrong. He's suffering the consequence of his crime by forfeiting the balance of his physical life . It's an adaptation of the Biblical injunction, a life for a life (Lev. 24:17).  On Earth we're in a physical environment so it's a physical life for a physical life.
 
But a person who rejects the pardon God provided for him has in effect murdered his own soul and spirit.  Both are eternal, so there has to be an eternal consequence to fit the crime. Our physical bodies are only intended to serve a temporary purpose, and that's to house the eternal part of us for a little while. Compared to our eternal existence, putting our physical existence to death is a minor infraction.  Refusing to accept the Lord's completed work on the cross as payment in full for our sins is a crime against our eternal life and therefore the only just punishment is eternal punishment.
 
Is Everyone Destined For Hell?
 
Recently someone challenged me to prove from the Bible that all mankind is destined for hell.  He said by that he meant an actual place where one will spend eternity.  This person, like many others, doesn't realize that hell is not an eternal destination, but only a temporary place of torment while one awaits his or her final judgment.  So first let's see if there's a place that says everyone is destined for hell.
 
"Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned" (Romans 5:12).
 
A surface reading of that verse alone might lead one to conclude that Paul was just talking about the death of the body here. After all it was sin entering the world that caused man's physical life to change from immortal to mortal.
 
But if we read on and take the entire passage in context we see Paul wasn't just talking about physical death. For example, in Romans 5:18 He wrote, "Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people."
 
Here we can see he had to be talking about eternal life because the Lord's one act of righteousness did not prevent the physical bodies of believers from dying.
 
Therefore, since we're all sinners we are all condemned. But by accepting the Lord's death as payment in full for our sins can we escape condemnation and death and receive justification and eternal life instead.
 
What Does The Bible Say?
 
The account of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) gives us the Bible's clearest picture of what happens after we die.  In comparing what happened to these men, the differences in their experience become obvious.
 
When Lazarus died he was carried to a place the Jews called Abraham's side because Abraham, the father of the faithful, was there to comfort them.  But when the rich man died he went to hell (Greek, hades).  Abraham and the rich man could see each other and communicate back and forth so we know Abraham's side and Hades were in the same general location.
 
In the Old Testament these two destinations were known by the single name of Sheol, the "abode of the dead." Upon dying, everyone went there. It's where Jonah's spirit went while his body languished in the belly of the whale (Jonah 2:2,6).
 
From the New Testament we learn that Sheol contained two compartments, separated by a wide chasm, impossible to cross (Luke 16:26). One side was a place of comfort where believers went to await Heaven's opening after the cross. That's where Lazarus was.  In Greek it was called Paradise, a name that evoked memories of the Garden of Eden.
 
The other side was a place of torment reserved for unbelievers, and that's where the rich man was.
 
After His resurrection, Jesus took the spirits of the believing dead from Paradise with Him to Heaven (Ephes. 4:8).  Those who are in hell will remain there in torment until their final judgment at the end of the Millennium, which is still over 1,000 years in the future to us.  At that time, Rev. 20:14 tells us, death and Hades will give up the dead who are in them and each person will be judged according to what has been recorded in the books kept in Heaven.  Everyone whose name cannot be found in the book of life will be thrown into the Lake of fire, which is the Second death.  The Lake of Fire is the final destiny of all unbelievers. Now, let's see how long they'll remain there.
 
At the time of the 2nd coming, the Lord will conduct a judgment of all humans still alive on earth (Matt. 25:31-46).  People from all over the world will be brought to the Lord for His determination of their spiritual condition.  Those He judges to be believers will be welcomed into the Millennial Kingdom (Matt. 25:34) where they will help repopulate the earth. Those who are not will will be taken away to the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt 25:41).  Rev. 19:20 and Rev. 20:10 tell us this is a fiery lake of burning sulfur, while Rev. 20:14 simply calls it the lake of fire. They all refer to the same place, the final destiny of all unbelievers.
 
It's a mistake to just read Rev. 20:10 and conclude that only the devil, the anti-Christ and the false prophet will be tormented forever.   It's a mistake to just read Matt. 25:46 and conclude that only unbelieving tribulation survivors will be punished forever.  And it's a mistake to just read Daniel 12:2 and conclude that only unbelievers from Old Testament times will suffer shame and everlasting contempt (abhorrence).   All unbelievers from all ages will go to the same place, the place of eternal punishment, and all will suffer eternally.
 
And That's Not All
 
But there's an even more powerful legal argument for eternal punishment that for centuries was modeled in human existence as well.  Until the mid 19th Century it was common practice in many parts of the world to incarcerate a person for failure to pay his or her debts.  Jail time was not an alternative method of repayment, it was the consequence they suffered for their inability to pay their debts.  No matter how long they were locked up they still owed as much of their debt as they did on their first day behind bars. They could only be freed by repaying the money they owed.  Jesus referred to this practice in His parable of the unmerciful servant (Matt. 18:23-35).
 
It's the same with our sins.  Punishment is not an alternative method unbelievers can use to pay the penalty for their sins, it's the consequence they'll suffer for their inability to pay the penalty.  No matter how long people suffer in eternity, they will still owe the same penalty as they did on day one. The only acceptable payment for sin is the blood of an innocent person, and nothing else will suffice.  Hebrews 9:22 explains that without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.  Therefore no one can "work off" his or her penalty through suffering.
 
This is the fatal flaw in the Catholic concept of purgatory.  It calls for a person who dies with certain unconfessed sins  to "work off" the penalty for those sins through their suffering and the intercessory prayers of living relatives in order to qualify for entry into heaven.  But there's only one way  for humans to qualify for entry into heaven and that's by accepting the blood of Jesus as payment for our sins (John 3:3).  Once we do that  all of our sins are covered (Colossians 2:13-14).  But we have to do it before we die (Hebr. 9:27) or else it's too late.
 
It's also the flaw in the conditional view of hell.  If the blood of Jesus is the only way to be released from the penalty for our sins, then there's no release for those who reject it.  No matter how numerous or noteworthy, the "good works" unbelievers perform during their lifetime can't be applied to reduce their sentence and neither can the "time served" after they die, so they'll always owe the same penalty as they did on day one of their incarceration.
 
The bottom line is the only acceptable payment for our sins is the blood of a sinless man, and the only sinless man is Jesus. He died for all the sins of mankind (John 1:29) but only those who choose to accept His death as payment for their sins can be forgiven (John 3:16). Refusing to accept it leaves everyone else unable to pay and requires that they be incarcerated.  Since they're eternal beings and have committed crimes against eternity, and since they'll never be able to pay, they'll have to remain incarcerated forever.
 
It is my fervent prayer that if you're reading this and you have not accepted the Lord's death as payment in full for your sins, you will not let another day go by without doing so.  None of us is privileged to know the number of our days.  Each new one could be our last. Please don't tarry.  
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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