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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Michael Oren: US altered 40-year policy on '67 lines without consulting Israel 
Netanyahu on receipt of Gaza war report: Israel will fight anti-Israel lies 
Netanyahu: UN report on Gaza war a waste of time
More Iron Dome batteries deployed in light of renewed rocket fire 
IDF vehicles overturns, killing Palestinian rioter in West Bank 
Spanish city councilman applauds burning of Jews 
Nazi-themed routine by girls dance team in Mexico draws fire 
Orange CEO says his company plans to invest more in Israel 
Rouhani: Iran won't allow nuclear inspections to jeopardize state secrets
Rouhani pledges to reach a good nuclear deal for Iranians 
Iran's Rouhani says extension of nuclear talks possible 
Analysis: Iran's war on Christians casts doubt on nuclear agreement 
Spying fears prompt smartphone ban for Iran officials
Judicial sources: Egyptian court jails 23 men over killing of Shi'ite Muslims
Suicide bomber kills 3 in Libya's Derna 
Rival Libya militants fight ISIS amid suicide bombings 
ISIS Is Winning the Social Media War, U.S. Concludes
Quadruple car bomb kills 11 in Iraq
Israel said to urge US to increase aid to Syrian Druze
Israeli Druse leader calls for action to prevent 'Druse Holocaust' in Syria 
Al-Qaida-linked Syrian rebel group promises justice after shooting of Druse 
Syrian Kurds nearing ISIS border stronghold, thousands flee
Bang and bling for Kurdish pop diva's anti-IS anthem
Christian Monks, Students Refuse to Flee 4th-Century Monastery Near ISIS-Controlled Mosul; 'God Protects Us'
UN Syria envoy to visit Damascus, warn on barrel bombs 
Residents: Houthi forces in Yemen seize provincial capital near Saudi border 
Obama transfers six more Gitmo detainees, including alleged bin Laden bodyguards
Bomb kills Afghan official; air strike hits Taliban "shadow governor" 
Taliban claims attack that killed at least 17 Afghan police officers 
Pak. says 2,763 terrorists killed in a year
Another "Draw Muhammad" Contest Is Coming Down The Pike
New deaths and diplomatic warfare rattle Ukraine truce
Report: Pentagon poised to store heavy weapons in Baltic and E. Europe 
Russian military aircraft buzzes NATO warships in Baltic
Report: Britain pulls out spies as Russia, China crack Snowden files 
Suspect in brazen attack on Dallas police building killed 
CNN Anchor Refers to Dallas Gunman's Actions as 'Courageous and Brave'
Trade loss an ominous sign for Obama in month of challenges 
Global markets brace for exit from zero interest rates and QE policy
Endgame looms for Greek crisis as both sides take debt negotiations to the brink 
Putin, Erdogan meet, discuss gas pipeline
Oil spill of 500 meters in circumference spotted off Egypt's Red Sea
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Molibagu, Indonesia
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits the Southern East Pacific Rise
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Kirakira, Solomon Islands
Swarm of earthquakes rattles rural Alabama; reason unclear
Indonesia's Mount Sinabung volcano unleashes new powerful burst
Hurricane Carlos, off Acapulco, headed for landfall
Five die, others missing in floods in Tbilisi, Georgia
Many farmers, ranchers face 'total loss' from flooding in Louisiana
California drought grips tourist magnet Yosemite
Rich Californians: You'll have to pry the hoses from our cold, dead hands
Vatican Speaker on Climate Thinks There are 6 Billion Too Many of Us
Pope Francis to Explore Climate's Effect on World's Poor
Sen. James Inhofe to Pope Francis: Stay out of climate change discussion
Sierra Leone faces Ebola anew
Florida warns beachgoers of flesh-eating bacteria
South Korea reports seven new cases of MERS, brings total to 145
Deadly MERS outbreak has not spread outside South Korea hospitals, WHO says
Tennessee citizens and officials are awaiting Supreme Court's decision on gay marriage
Central Ohio courts prepared if gay couples get OK to marry 
D.C. pride parade celebrates LGBT progress as court decision looms
Thousands converge on Indianapolis for annual LGBT parade
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. The Islamic State May Soon Be a Direct Threat to Israel  
1. Seven trends to watch in the Middle East 
1. The biggest heist of secret US personnel data in cyber history is still ongoing 
1. This week on 'The Hal Lindsey Report'  
1. Sign of the times? Volcanic activity at record levels 
1. A Hardened Heart 
1. Killing with words: Bitter sting of gossip 
1. Featured Article: The Watchman 
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The Islamic State May Soon Be a Direct Threat to Israel - http://www.algemeiner.com/2015/06/05/the-islamic-state-may-soon-be-a-direct-threat-to-israel/
 
 
In only four months, the Islamic State (IS) has captured territory larger than the country of Britain, a march unprecedented in modern history, according to journalist and documentary filmmaker Itai Anghel.
 
And IS fighters are closer to Israel than people think, he said. "I'm talking about the Peninsula of Sinai," he said. "A large percentage of the Sinai calls itself IS. From the mainland of Egypt, they are afraid to go in."
 
Anghel addressed the Honest Reporting Mission on Tuesday to discuss how IS formed, and how it operates. He learned the lessons firsthand reporting across Iraq and Syria, where he interviewed captured IS fighters as well as Kurdish soldiers - the only group that's turned back the IS advance to date.
 
During one of his forays into Syria last year, news broke that a colleague of his, James Foley, had been captured and beheaded by IS. At the time, Anghel was only a mile away. He later interviewed a captured IS fighter who said he intentionally used dull knives for the beheadings he carried out to increase the pain. Anghel said he was forced to pause in the interview for a few minutes as he thought about the tragedy of his friend Foley.
 
Anghel said IS has every intention of pushing well beyond Syria and into Lebanon, Jordan, and Israel - also known as The Levant - with the goal of establishing a Caliphate in the entire region. The red line for Israel, he said, is the fall of Jordan to IS. "Once Jordan becomes IS, it becomes Israel's problem," he said.
 
According to Anghel, the rise of IS can be traced to the American invasion of Iraq, and the American failure to establish a functional army to replace U.S. soldiers. He noted that the members of Saddam Hussein's Ba'athist forces were excluded from the new post-Saddam army, and their anger, along with rivalries between the remaining Sunni, Shia, and Kurdish forces has contributed to the Iraqi Army's failure.
 
He showed a picture of IS forces executing a large number of Arabs in civilian clothes. He said the executed people were members of the Iraqi army who hoped to escape by shedding their uniforms and blending in among the locals.
 
"When they encountered IS, they ran away. They say, why should I as a Sunni fight when everyone is running away," he said. "And the tragedy is, not only are they running away, but they are leaving behind all the sophisticated heavy weaponry the United States gave them in order to be the strongest in the region. All these weapons are falling into the hands of IS. And IS is very rich because its conquest campaign happened to take place, deliberately, in the region where you have the most oil in Iraq."
 
Meanwhile, the Middle East is in an irreversible state of change. "Iraq doesn't exist anymore, Syria doesn't exist anymore. No one will be able to control those territories completely, even if (Syrian President Bashar) Assad manages to hold on," he said.
 
Itai Anghel was one of the featured speakers for the HonestReporting Mission to Israel taking place from June 2 to June 8. Other speakers including Col. (Res) Miri Eisin speaking about the challenges facing Israel, Jerusalem Post reporter Lahav Harkov speaking about the new Knesset, and Neil Lazarus, who is an expert in advocacy training. In addition, the group will examine the issue of the Bedouin in the Negev and tour the Gush Etzion bloc.
 
Anghel's talk took place at the studios of i24 News in Tel Aviv. The group received a tour of the state-of-the-art premises of the TV channel, which is working to change the perception of Israel in the world, with broadcasts in English, French, and Arabic.
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Seven trends to watch in the Middle East - http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Terra-Incognita-Seven-trends-to-watch-in-the-Middle-East-405922
 
 
To say the Middle East is experiencing trying times would be an understatement. The region is experiencing unprecedented chaos and lacks political and economic direction. The assumption is that most of this will go on for years to come, and it will likely get worse before it gets better. There are a number of trends and developments that are worth watching, some of which are being ignored by the media. In no particular order, the following are what anyone interested in the future of the region should be paying attention to:
 
The Lebanese Presidency 
 
 Hezbollah has been holding the Lebanese presidency hostage since March of last year. Since May, Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah has increasingly demanded that Michel Aoun be made president. Lebanon's is not a normal democratic political system; the presidency is reserved for a Christian. That means that the two major political blocs, one run by Hezbollah and the other by those allied with Sa'ad Hariri, each field a candidate for president. Since the last Christian president stepped down Hezbollah has refused to play ball and has neutered the power of the Christians in the country by refusing to consent to the election of a president from the rival camp. In short, it wants a puppet president.
 
 Hezbollah is well on the way to controlling Lebanon - and parts of Syria, as well. Nasrallah's recent speeches marking Nakba Day and the Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon have been laced with language prepping Lebanon for greater involvement in the Syrian civil war. In addition, Lebanon is spearheading the battle of Arsal-Qalamoun to wipe out Sunni Islamists there. The weakening of the president in Lebanon is one of the last nails in the coffin of Christian leadership in the Middle East, as Christian minorities are increasingly deracinated from their ancient homelands.
 
The Saudi-Gulf Alliance 
 
 When Saudi Arabia and the Gulf Cooperation Council launched air strikes in Yemen in March, this heralded a major shift in Saudi policy. Except for dabbling in the Bahrain crises during the Arab Spring, Saudi Arabia and the GCC have previously relied on the Americans to shield them. This was part of the Saudi-US pact.
 
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf provide the oil, the US provides the protection. But the rise of Iran, and US policy regarding the Islamic Republic, have unsettled the Gulf and the Saudis. Especially the prospect of Iran sitting astride the Bab-el-Mandeb and Hormuz straits, giving it a choke-hold on the region's oil.
 
Testing their mettle in Yemen has been important for the Saudis. Commentators in the kingdom have now become outspoken about the problems with Iranian influence. Some are openly predicting war. There are rumors of a nuclear arms race. The Saudi-Gulf alliance is key to stabilizing the region and projecting Sunni power as a counterbalance to IS. With Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan weakened, there is a need for these royalist regimes to play a role.
 
The Rise of Nusra
 
 In late may Al Jazeera released an interview with Nusra Front leader Abu Muhammad al-Julani. Covered by a black hood, with his group's trademark black flag on the table and speaking softly, Julani explained Nusra's goals were very different from those of IS. He tried to placate fears of sectarianism, arguing that although his men are devout Sunni Islamists, they aim merely to overthrow Syrian President Bashar Assad and will not persecute minorities. One could read this as a brilliant media coup by a savvy leader, but then, if Julani is that forward-thinking, the implication is that he is strategically positioning his group for the future.
 
Nusra Front is often ignored, partly because of its name, which doesn't lend itself to easy reading, and partly because it lurks within an umbrella group called Jaysh al-Fatah, the "army of conquest," which is made up of other rebel factions. It is principally ignored, however, because IS is the real threat to the region, and known for its horrific actions. But Nusra is the player to watch. IS is over-extended and under attack on numerous fronts. Nusra is gaining ground in Idlib and is one of the groups actually fighting the Syrian army, Hezbollah and their Iranian allies in Qalamoun on the border between Lebanon and Syria. If they can emerge from that contest even partially victorious they may end up being more influential than IS in the long run.
 
Kurdistan Independence 
 
 Since the 1990s and especially since the US invasion of Iraq in 2003 the Kurds in the country have been striving for increased independence from Baghdad.
 
Autonomy grew in 2005 with the new Iraqi government's structure that allowed the Kurdistan Regional Government to function almost like a mini-state.
 
Later the arrival of IS on the scene isolated the Kurdish region and its military forces from the central government in Baghdad, which became weakened in the face of the Sunni onslaught and the rising power of the Shi'ite militias. Kurdistan has become a sort of island in the storm raging around it. The success of the Kurdish- backed HDP in the recent Turkish elections and the increasing independence of the Kurdish region in Syria, Rojava, mean prospects have never been better for the Kurds. But can they transform these prospects into an independent state?
 
Mahmoud Abbas's Successor
 
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas was born in Safed in Mandate Palestine in 1935.
 
He was elected president in 2005 and was supposed to serve a four-year term. The success of Hamas in legislative elections in 2006 made the PA wary of holding more and they were indefinitely postponed. The problem with finding a successor to Abbas is that the Palestinians need someone younger than his aging lieutenants such as Ahmed Qurei (78), Nabil Sha'ath (77). If the PA is plunged into uncertainty and chaos that will bode ill for both Israel and Jordan - and particularly for the Palestinians.
 
 The Destruction of Arab Education
 
 A BBC article recently gave readers a peek inside life in Mosul, the regional capital of IS in Iraq. Mosques are being blown up, private libraries having their contents dumped in the streets and many parents were keeping their children home from school to avoid IS indoctrination. Across the region education has been the main victim of the chaos, political uncertainty, civil war and murderous onslaughts of various groups.
 
The long-term affect is that there will be an Arab "lost generation" which lacks basic education from Libya to Iraq. The problem isn't just that some are being indoctrinated with pre-modern Islamist views and have gotten used to seeing people being whipped in public, beheaded or stoned, it is that even the majority rejecting these views are being deprived of means to advancement. The educational failings today will have an impact for the rest of the century.
 
Three Leaders' Challenges 
 
 Iran's "Mr. Fix-It," General Qasem Soleimani, has been the brains behind the extension of Iranian influence to Syria, Iraq and Yemen. But rumors that Iran is infiltrating thousands of troops into Syria to prop up Assad's ailing army may give him too much influence over too wide an area. When Iran's policy comes crashing down, Soleimani's concept of projecting Iranian power to the "near abroad" will have been over-sold.
 
Similarly Turkey's Erdogan's dreams of transforming the power of the Turkish presidency seem to have been temporarily frustrated in the recent Turkish elections. If his party, the AKP, stumbles again it might be good for Turkish democracy and secularism, but it will lead to political instability.
 
Egypt's Abdel Fattah Sisi is the mirror image of Erdogan, trying to combat extremism and reform the religious community. He too is well-received abroad and is not particularly liked in the region. His dreams of building a new capital city with help from the Gulf States is nice, but probably just a mirage. His courts keep sentencing Muslim Brotherhood members to death, but the Brothers will not be so easily vanquished, and if Sisi can't inspire Egyptians he will prove merely a momentary stopgap to another round of violence.
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The biggest heist of secret US personnel data in cyber history is still ongoing - http://www.debka.com/article/24666/The-biggest-heist-of-secret-US-personnel-data-in-cyber-history-is-still-ongoing-
 
 
The White House has admitted that systems containing deeply personal information, submitted by current, former and prospective federal government employees for security clearances, had been "infiltrated." If the breach of the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) was conducted by hackers linked to China, as suspected, access to the Standard Form 86 submitted by an estimated 41 million federal employees provided them with what may be the world's largest stolen data base of US intelligence and military personnel. This is a "gold mine" of unencrypted data that leave US intelligence officers, for example, open to blackmail or coerced recruitment.
 
 While officials speak of two hacks, debkafile's cyber security and intelligence experts report that it was a single breach and is still ongoing. Known to experts as an "Advanced Persistent Threat," it amounts to slow, continuous penetration by a computer virus, planted in an individual computer of a network which duplicates itself gradually and insidiously.
 
 Access may have been initiated by sowing particles of malicious code months or even years ago in the mega network of thousands of computers and terminals holding all the records of US federal employees. It could have happened when A OPM staff member surfed rogue Internet sites, opened a contaminated Word or Excel file - or even inserted a Memory Stick (Disk On Key).
 
 The bad news is that it is not over and the damage may not be reversible.  Not only was it discovered belatedly, but more of those malware particles are certainly buried inside communications and data bases serving OPM, waiting for a remote signal from the hackers' command and control centers, which are believed to be working for China.
 
 According to our experts, it is almost impossible to totally sanitize all the affected computers, servers, switches and other components. The only practical remedy would be for the OPM to totally segregate its computers from the public Internet and severely restrict and supervise data transfers into the system's different segments. This device would act like highway roadblocks that allow police officers to inspect each individual vehicle.
 
According to the information published by cyber intelligence magazines, the hackers got away with copies of every Standard Form 86 filed by US intelligence and security personnel and passed it on to an unknown destination.
 
This form lists mental illnesses, drug and alcohol use, past arrests and bankruptcies. Applicants are required to list contacts and relatives, potentially exposing any foreign relatives of US intelligence employees to coercion. Both the applicant's Social Security number and that of his or her cohabitant are required, as well as driver's license, passport and phone numbers.
 
The hack made available to a foreign agency all the personal particulars including photos of every officer employed by US security agencies.
 
"Recent events underscore the need to accelerate the administration's cyber strategy and confront aggressive, persistent malicious actors that continue to target our nation's cyber infrastructure," the White House statement said.
 
However, the global ramifications can't be overlooked of a weapon that knows no borders.
 
 In February, the big US medical insurance firm Anthem reported that the administrative data of "only" 80 million clients were hacked. Smaller breaches may not be reported at all, but are believed to be taking place daily. In all, America's government, health and financial in infrastructure is under tremendous constant cyber-attack.
 
 China is believed to possess the biggest data base in the world, larger even than the US National Security Agency. Its super computers are operated and maintained by thousands of staff around the clock, their data bases constantly supplemented by information hacked from every US institution, public or private.
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COMING SOON!

Our new video is in production, and this may be the most important video that we have ever produced.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night, is a video that every believer should own.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night is an excellent video for witnessing and evangelizing here and now! More importantly, it is also a video that each one of us will want to make sure that our loved ones, that missed the Rapture, will have and watch and prayerfully accept the Lord's gift of eternal salvation!
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We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
"The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" will be released on *7/3/15, Pre-Order your copy today. When you Pre-Order one of our videos, not only are you making sure that you will be one of the first to receive it, you are also helping to fund the video. 
 
Production Costs

 
Every video cost us about $2000 dollars to produce, you can also donate to our general fund if you feel led to help us offset the production costs, we will be forever grateful! 
 
To Pre-Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
If you feel led to help us offset the production cost of this video, please use the following link to make a tax deductible donation, thanks and God Bless.
  
 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/donations.html
  
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384

 
Also, there is still time to enter our drawing for the Bible Commentary sets, see below for more information!
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This week on 'The Hal Lindsey Report' - Hal Lindsey -
www.hallindsey.com 
 
 
In Boston last week, some 200 people attended a funeral service at the Mosque for the Praising of Allah. They were mourning the death of Usaama Rahim. 
 
What's so unusual about that, you say? Well, Rahim was killed while plotting terror acts against the United States. 
 
He was stopped for questioning by a Boston policeman and an FBI agent. He charged them with a knife and was gunned down in self-defense by the officers. 
 
Immediately, Rahim's brother, an imam at a mosque in Oakland, California, announced that his brother was shot in the back by Boston police while he sat on a bus stop bench waiting for his bus to take him to work. He even had his father on the phone and he heard it all happen. 
 
The mainstream media reported this announcement as if the imam had been an eyewitness to the brutal murder by the police. 
 
Then they discovered that a nearby surveillance camera had recorded the entire incident. I guess you could say the truth came out. 
 
Rahim was not on his cell phone. He was not shot in the back. His father could not have heard the shooting and his alleged last words: "I can't breathe!" 
 
Ooops! 
 
So the imam had to walk back his earlier announcement. But he still defended his brother as "...an American youth... passionate and loyal to his ideas and his ideals." He also declared that his was a "...typical middle-class American family... proud citizens of this country." 
 
Maybe the family, but not Usaama. And not his nephew David Wright, who has since been arrested for joining his uncle's conspiracy. They were both inspired by ISIS and planned to behead some of their fellow Americans. 
 
This is what keeps Homeland Security officials up at night. This "typical... American family," practicing a "moderate" version of Islam right here in America, had produced a monster. 
 
And it's not an isolated event. Moderate Muslim parents teach their children to revere the Koran. But when they study and follow the Koran literally, it sets them up to be radicalized. 
 
FBI Director James Comey calls ISIS in America a "chaotic spider web." He said that the FBI has "investigations of people in various stages of radicalizing in all 50 states." 
 
And ISIS and other Muslim jihadist groups have people out there in force, frantically recruiting and radicalizing. One inmate in a Florida prison has reportedly created over 150 radical jihadi followers that are being watched by law enforcement officials. And he's shackled and in solitary confinement! 
 
Folks, jihad is not coming to America, it's already here! 
 
Well, the United Nations took a run at Israel again this week. 
 
At the insistence of Human Rights Watch, the UN strongly considered adding Israel to its annual "List of Shame." This infamous list names the worst children's rights violators on earth. 
 
It includes ISIS, Boko Haram, and al-Qaeda. Human Rights Watch tried desperately to get Israel included in that list. Supposedly for offenses that occurred during last year's war with Hamas. 
 
The U.S. worked hard to keep Israel off that list. Secretary-General Ban ki Moon makes the final decision about who will be on the list, and he finally decided to omit Israel. But then, to be politically correct, I suppose, he left Hamas off the list, too. They're not included even though they dug tunnels underneath Israeli kindergartens and intended to detonate explosives beneath the schools. They also intended to kidnap Israeli children and hold them as hostages. 
 
If that doesn't warrant inclusion in the "List of Shame," what does? 
 
But Secretary Ban couldn't resist warning Israel that next year may be different. He said, "The unprecedented and unacceptable scale of the impact on children in 2014 raises grave concerns about Israel's compliance with international humanitarian law...." 
 
As the Bible predicts, Israel will be a constant irritation to the rest of the world. So much so that the world goes to its final war over it. 
 
And Hillary Clinton thought her personal server was secure enough for her sensitive State Department communications? Last week, the government announced that the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) was hacked for the second time in less than a year. Probably by the Chinese. 
 
The latest reports indicate that the private records of every federal employee - more than 4 million - were accessed. Now the hackers not only know Social Security numbers, but who has high-level security clearances and who doesn't -- and why. 
 
This is just the latest in a series of high profile "hacks" of the federal government that we know about. Who knows how many more there have been that we don't know about! Hackers have successfully breached security at the State Department, the White House, and the Pentagon, among others. 
 
It's almost unnerving to think about the amount of information, both sensitive and non-sensitive -- that our enemies now have. From our government's collection of connected computer systems, our adversaries can learn about everything from next-generation weapons to the sexual activities of Americans in key governmental and private sector positions. 
 
But maybe a worse danger is that America's computers run everything, including our electrical grids, transportation systems, communications systems, banks, and financial markets, just to name a few. If a foreign government can take control of any one among various U.S. computer systems, it could effectively shut down the nation. 
 
And, finally, most people think of Jesus as the ultimate pacifist. The original "turn the other cheek" guy. Not so. In fact, on the night of the Passover, Jesus told His disciples to arm up. Well, at least He told them to sword up. He said that, if necessary, they should sell their robes to buy a sword. (Luke 22:35-36) 
 
Apparently, He felt that the world they were about to face was going to be a pretty dangerous place. But by telling them to buy a sword, He was not telling them to be violent. He was telling them to be responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. 
 
Today's equivalent to the sword would be the gun. Now, I'm not advocating that you go out and buy a gun. Many of you live in places where it's illegal to own a weapon or you may think it too dangerous because you have small children in the house. 
 
But I'm telling you that you need to take an active role in planning for your own safety and well-being, and that of your family. Take note of what is happening around you, where events are headed, and do some planning for the future. And if that includes thoughtfully arming yourself, then do it in a responsible manner. 
 
Statistics show that an armed citizenry actually means less violence in the society, not more. 
 
As we prepare for the rocky road ahead to Christ's return, put your faith in God's protective power and His provision for our lives. But also remember that, in most areas of our lives, God wants us to be His partners. He wants us to rely on Him, but He also wants us to be responsible stewards. He wants us in the loop. He wants us to be members of the team. 
 
And if we step up and take that responsibility, the amazing thing is that the God who created the whole universe will be your partner. 
 
Don't miss this week's Report on TBN, Daystar, CPM Network, The Word Network, various local stations, www.hallindsey.com  or www.hischannel.com 
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Sign of the times? Volcanic activity at record levels - Leo Hohmann -
http://www.wnd.com/2015/06/sign-of-the-times-volcanic-activity-at-record-levels/?cat_orig=world 
 
 
Temblors, eruptions mark 'beginning of birth pangs?'
 
The earth's core is getting more restless, grinding and shifting underfoot, and increasingly spewing forth its fury.
 
From Alaska and Hawaii to Japan, Malaysia, Ecuador, Iceland and Russia, the amount of volcanic activity has been at or near record levels in recent years, some scientists say. But apparently measuring such activity over time is not an exact science. Other scientists believe the level of activity is normal but that the speed of communications and increased media coverage makes it seem out of the ordinary.
 
Earthquakes, however, are clearly running at historically high levels since 1900, according to statistics from the U.S. Geological Survey.
 
All the while students of the Bible are pointing to Matthew 24 and saying "I told you so."
 
They read in the flowing lava and glowing night-time outbursts a biblical warning sign that can't be dismissed.
 
At the U.S. Geological Survey's website, the number of earthquakes that have registered in the 6-plus range are as follows since 2005.
 
2005 33
 2006 27
 2007 47
 2008 47
 2009 54
 2010 51
 2011 56
 2012 53
 2013 62
 2014 73
 2015 29 so far
 
The most recent temblors were a series of three small earthquakes in Perry, Oklahoma, June 12 that measured between 3.1 and 3.9 on the Richter Scale. That same day, a 3.4 quake occurred in Caliente, Nevada. And on May 29 a much stronger 6.7 quake hit northwest of Chirikof Island, Alaska. The next day, on May 30, a massive 7.8 quake rocked Chichi-shima, Japan.
 
"The number has more than doubled over the last 10 years," says Mark Biltz, pastor of El Shaddai Ministries and author of the popular book "Blood Moons: Decoding the Imminent Heavenly Signs."
 
The reason Christians interested in prophecy stay tuned-in to seismic activity is because of Jesus' words in Matthew 24. Jesus spoke of wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes and famines increasing in the days before his return.
 
"It was prophesied that there would be earthquakes at increased levels before the return of the Messiah and they were to be likened to birth pangs," Biltz said. "With the increase in activity and the increase in magnitude I definitely see it as being but another sign along with the signs in the heavens that we are at the door!"
 
Here are just some of the world's most active volcanoes:
 
*Indonesian authorities placed Mt. Sinabung on highest alert level last week. Scientists urged villagers to avoid main danger zones four miles from the crater.
*Zhupanovsky Volcano in the far eastern Russian province of Kamchatka erupted Monday, June 8, producing a plume rising 20,000 feet in altitude and visible from parts of Japan.
*Karymsky Volcano, also in Kamchatka, is emitting ash seen on satellite in the West.
*Mount Etna, Italy's tallest active volcano in eastern Sicily, erupted for days ending May 17.
*Wolf Volcano on Ecuador's Isabela Island erupted on May 25 for the first time in 33 years, sending lava streams running down the sides of the volcano. The flow has now reached the ocean but is no threat to Islanders, scientists said.
*Mt. Aira in Japan is active and spewing ash.
 
USGS put out information releases on three volcanoes June 12:
 
*Shishaldin Volcano in Alaska has had low-level eruptive activity continuing over the past week, but was confined to the summit crater.
*Hawaii's Kilauea Volcano eruption continues at Kīlauea summit and East Rift Zone. Surface lava is active and within 5 miles northeast of the Puʻu ʻŌʻō Crater. This is the most active of Hawaii's five volcanoes and has been erupting periodically since 1983.
*Pagan Island is a volcanic island in the Northern Mariana Islands in the Pacific Ocean, but the United States military has been in talks to purchase the island for live-fire training exercises. Formerly inhabited, the inhabitants were evacuated due to volcanic eruptions in 1981, although a report in the Huffington Post claims about a dozen people still live on the island in shacks with no electricity, plumbing or access to markets.
 
According to an article at Extinction Protocol, a blog about seismic activity, the most ominous sign is increased activity at the world's super volcanoes, one of which sits in the United States.
 
"Unrest also seems to be growing among the world's super-volcanoes. Iceland (which is home to some of the most dangerous volcanoes on the planet), Santorini in Greece, Uturuncu in Bolivia, the Yellowstone and Long Valley calderas in the U.S., Laguna del Maule in Chile, Italy's Campi Flegrei - almost all of the world's active super-volcanic systems are now exhibiting some signs of inflation, an early indication that pressure is building in these volcanic systems."
 
The number of earthquakes is also dramatically up since 1980.
 
"Looking at global magnitude six (M6) or greater from 1980 to 1989 there was an average of 108.5 earthquakes per year, from 2000 to 2009 the planet averaged 160.9 earthquakes per year: that is a 38.9% increase of M6+ earthquakes in recent years."
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A Hardened Heart - By Grant Phillips - http://www.raptureready.com/featured/phillips/phillips280.html
 
 
 It is my opinion that our country, and this world actually, is already under the judgment of God. He is waiting to save that last soul that will be included in the Church. When that happens, the Church will be removed in the blink of an eye, and an awful darkness will envelop the world. The clock will start ticking, seven years and counting. Countdown will begin for the bloodiest period the world has ever experienced, and then Jesus Christ will return and set up His kingdom.  
 
 In the meantime, that is to say "as I speak," this world is being judged by God by Him allowing millions of people to harden their own hearts to the Truth. I emphasize that this is my own opinion, but I believe it to be so. Notice what Jesus says in the following verses.
 
"Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.  And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself."  This He said, signifying by what death He would die.
 
 The people answered Him, "We have heard from the law that the Christ remains forever; and how can You say, 'The Son of Man must be lifted up'? Who is this Son of Man?"
 
Then Jesus said to them, "A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going.  While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light." These things Jesus spoke, and departed, and was hidden from them.
 
 But although He had done so many signs before them, they did not believe in Him, that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke:
 
"Lord, who has believed our report?
 
 And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?"
 
Therefore they could not believe, because Isaiah said again:
 
"He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts,
 
 Lest they should see with their eyes,
 
 Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn,
 
 So that I should heal them." (John 12:31-40 NKJV)
 
 In these verses of course Jesus is referring to His First Advent. He showed them many signs that He was their Messiah, but they did not believe. Finally it got to the point, "He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, lest they should see with their eyes, and lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, so that I should heal them."  
 
 They had become so blind to the Truth that, "And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand." (Luke 8:10)
 
 Europe and this country in particular have been blessed with the Truth. Over the last five centuries, great men and women of God have opened the Word of God to those who would listen in all parts of the world. We still have the writings of many of those great saints of God.  
 
 In the latter part of the 20th century, and now the beginning of the 21st century, the Lord God has exponentially revealed last days prophecies to any who will take heed that His Second Advent is upon us. Just as few recognized the signs and listened to His Word the first time, the same is true now.  
 
 End times prophecy has been opened up and made clear. We read the following words in Daniel 12:8-10,
 
"And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things?  And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.  Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand."
 
The time of Tribulation (Daniel's 70th Week) is not even here as yet, but we already have a good understanding of prophecies for the last days. The Rapture has not even occurred, which precedes the Tribulation, but yet the prophecies are becoming very clear.  
 
 Great teachers who have been blessed with prophetical understanding have been faithfully teaching prophecy that pertains to the last days. It was not meant for Daniel to understand prophecies for these days. It is only meant for those living in the days of Christ's soon return to understand. We understand now because those days are closing in upon us. Christ is coming back.  
 
 The rebellious ones of Jesus First Advent were eventually blinded to the Truth because of their stubbornness. Jesus allowed them to harden their own hearts and not understand what He was saying on many occasions. In other words, it got to the point that He gave them enough rope to hang themselves, and that is exactly what they did.
 
 Today is no different. The Bible is very clear on what is about to take place on the earth. The signs are abundant, but few are noticing or even care.  
 
"Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,
 
 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.
 
 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:
 
 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:
 
 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
 
 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
 
 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance." (2 Peter 3:3-9)
 
 The signs leading up to the Tribulation are so abundant and clear only a blind fool could not see them. I can understand why the world at large is not aware of what is about to happen, but even the church crowd is basically unaware of what God tells us prophetically about the last days.  
 
 God has told us ahead of time in His Word; we call it the Bible, exactly what to look for in the last days just prior to His return. You can place a newspaper beside the Bible and as the newspaper prints it, the Bible has already stated it.  
 
 Many of our churches are like entertainment centers in a cemetery. They're all show and no life. They're like fool's gold that sparkles but has no value. Cotton candy with no substance, just sugar and hot air.  
 
 If the churches aren't getting it, God help those who never darken the doors. The church should be a lighthouse, and not just for the Gospel of salvation, but the Gospel that Jesus Christ is returning ... soon.  
 
 A hardened heart has set in on the churches and in turn of course the hearts of the general populace are hardened because they are not being warned. But why should the world feel threatened? The church crowd, generally speaking, lives just like the world. Who can tell the difference? The church crowd isn't concerned, so why should they be concerned?  
 
 If the churches spent nearly as much time on their knees and teaching the prophecies of Christ's soon return, revival would break out all across the land. But instead the today's church crowd is consumed with being politically correct while entertaining the masses and collecting their money. "Let's ordain another homosexual. Don't speak of that nasty ole word "sin." You might offend someone. Send me some money, so I can buy a new jet. Coffee anyone?"
 
Just as in the first century our minds are set on our own desires and not the things of God. God showed up and we missed it. Will that be our epitaph? "God showed up and we missed it ... again?"  
 
Satan is working overtime to harden every heart he can. He knows his time is quickly, very quickly, running out. Surely he knows he is going to lose, but he wants to take as many with him as possible. So what does he do? He distracts us until our hearts are so hardened we wouldn't see the train wreck even if we were in it.  
 
 If your heart is hardened, ask the Lord to thaw it out. Ask Him to change your attitude and stimulate your interest in His soon return. Get out your Bible and ask Him to teach you what you need to know. Be ready, because He can come at any time and remove His Church before all hell breaks out on this earth.
 
 Grant Phillips
 
 Email:  grantphillips@windstream.net   
 
 Pre-Rapture Commentary:  http://grant-phillips.blogspot.com 
Rapture Ready  http://www.raptureready.com/featured/phillips/phillips.html 
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Killing with words: Bitter sting of gossip - Greg Laurie -
http://www.wnd.com/2015/06/killing-with-words-bitter-sting-of-gossip/ 
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie warns against embracing 'tabloid mentality' of rumor, innuendo
 
We live in a time of the tabloid mentality. I have never seen a society so obsessed with gossip, innuendo and rumor. It seems as though this mindset is snowballing in our culture, and our standards are getting lower and lower. Just when you think you've seen and heard it all, you see something worse.
 
Tragically, this tabloid mentality has also entered the news, where we see things that have nothing to do with current events but instead have a gossipy feel. People want to know the inside scoop. They want to hear the dirt on a person. And there is something in our nature that wants to know more and more.
 
If someone has been charged with a crime, he or she already has been tried and convicted in the media before ever having the opportunity to go into an actual court of law.
 
It has been said that good news travels fast. But I would add that bad news travels even faster. As Mark Twain said, "A lie can travel halfway around the world while the truth is putting on its shoes." There is something about a falsehood, something about a lie, that spreads like wildfire.
 
At one time or another, we all have felt the bitter sting of gossip in our lives. Maybe someone told a lie or passed on a story about you that simply wasn't true. In fact, it became more exaggerated with the telling.
 
Gossip has been defined as the art of confessing other people's sins. There are people we know like that. If you really want to get a message out, all you have to do is go to that person and say, "Whatever you do, don't tell anyone." And by the next day, everyone will know about it.
 
God doesn't take kindly to people who do this. In fact, one of the things the Bible says that God hates is "a false witness who pours out lies and a person who stirs up conflict in the community" (Proverbs 16:19, NIV).
 
The psalmist David lamented over those who had gossiped about him and lied about his character. Obviously it was a source of great pain to him. He wrote, "Rescue me, Lord, from evildoers; protect me from the violent, who devise evil plans in their hearts and stir up war every day. They make their tongues as sharp as a serpent's; the poison of vipers is on their lips" (Psalm 140:1-3, NIV).
 
The average person spends at least one-fifth of his or her life talking. That is the average person - I am sure that some people far exceed that.
 
Now, what if all of our words were written down for a year? What would we find on those pages? What kind of content would be in them? A good rule of thumb is to apply the acronym THINK to what we say: Is it true? Is it helpful? Is it inspiring? Is it necessary? Is it kind?
 
In a sense, our tongues, or the words that we speak, are the table of contents for our lives. What we say gives away who or what we really are. Jesus said, "For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of. A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. ... For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned" (Matthew 12:34-35, 37, NIV).
 
I heard a story about an elderly grandfather who happened to be very wealthy. He was losing his hearing, so he reluctantly got fitted for hearing aids. Two weeks later, his audiologist checked in with him.
 
"Well, your relatives must be happy that you can hear so much better."
 
The man chuckled and said, "Well actually, I haven't told them yet. I've just been sitting around, listening. And you know what? I've changed my will twice."
 
James tells us that "everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry" (James 1:19, NIV). It also tells us that the tongue is "a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one's life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell" (James 3:6, NIV). If we're not careful, we can find ourselves fanning the flames of a rumor. So much damage can be caused by our words. If only we would think first and speak later. If only we would contemplate how our words might affect someone else.
 
The Bible says that love believes the best - not the worst - of every person. That is why we must be very careful, because many times we will believe a rumor as gospel. Then, to make matters worse, we begin to spread an unsubstantiated rumor without checking the facts. As a result, we find ourselves causing divisions.
 
Many people who would never consider committing murder are guilty of character assassination and backbiting. Don't be someone who spreads rumors. Don't be someone who gossips. It is wrong, and it is displeasing to God.
 
Our words can also chart the course or our lives. A single word or phrase of a judge can pardon or condemn us. Saying "I do" means marriage for life. (Or at least it should.) Saying "I won't" to drugs or alcohol or to premarital or extramarital sex can cause our lives to be free from much misery and the outcome of sin. Saying "I will" to the offer of forgiveness from Jesus Christ can literally change your eternal destiny.
 
May God help us guard our words, and may we THINK before we speak.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: The Watchman - Commentary by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/the-watchman/
 
 
Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me. When I say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you will surely die,' and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood. But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his ways and he does not do so, he will die for his sin, but you will have saved yourself. (Ezekiel 33:7-9
 
Ezekiel 33:7-9 tells of the Lord appointing Ezekiel to be a watchman over Israel, which at the time consisted only of the Southern Kingdom. (This confirmed His earlier statement to that effect in Ezekiel 3:17).  God had also said the prophets He sent to the Northern kingdom earlier were also His watchmen (Hosea 9:8). Like Ezekiel, these watchmen were also prophets God had appointed to speak to Israel on His behalf.
 
These are the only two places where God speaks of appointing a watchman to warn the people of the consequences of their sinfulness, and both are in the Old Testament and were intended for Israel. And only Ezekiel was held personally accountable for conveying the warning.
 
There is only one mention of a watchman in the New Testament (John 10:3) and then only in a few English translations. The KJV calls him a porter. Most translations use gate-keeper or door keeper. His job was to open the gate of the community sheep pen so the shepherds could retrieve their sheep. He was not a lookout, or "watchman on the wall."
 
A porter is also mentioned in Mark 13:34. Here the Lord was telling believers who will be on Earth at the time of the Second Coming to be on guard and be alert, like a porter who stands at the door and awaits His master's return. The door keeper/porter was not commanded to warn the people of impending events in either of these cases.
 
In summary, I believe Ezekiel 33:7-9 was intended specifically for Ezekiel as God's prophet to Israel.  It was  not meant to have general application in the Church today.
 
But that doesn't mean God has left the Church in the dark where His plan is concerned.  In fact Paul specifically said that we should not be in the dark concerning the things to come (1 Thes 5:4).  You see, the church has something the people of Ezekiel's day didn't have.  We have the completed Word of God and it contains everything we need in order to know where we are on God's timeline.
 
Therefore,  although I periodically draw comparisons between current events and Bible prophecy, I don't see myself or anyone else alive today as a God-appointed "watchman on the wall."  As a church we don't need specially appointed prophets/watchmen to warn us of what's coming.  Each of us is supposed to become our own watchman by studying His word.  In this way we come out of the darkness (spiritual ignorance) and into the light (spiritual awareness).  We will not be taken by surprise but will see the signs of the coming Day of the Lord  for what they are and will encourage one another because we are not appointed to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Thes. 5:8-11).
 
If It's Not One Thing, It's Another ...
 
With that in mind, let's look at some of the things the Bible tells us about the times in which we live.
 
Jesus used the symbolism of a woman in labor in reference to the Second Coming.   Birth pangs begin well ahead of time to alert the woman of the nearness of her child's birth.  Jesus said in the same way wars, famine, earthquakes, and pestilence alert us to the nearness of His coming (Matt. 24: 4-8, Luke 21:11).  In both cases, the increasing frequency and intensity of the occurrences signal movement toward the culmination of the event.  After years of denial, most people agree the signs Jesus identified are in evidence all around us and are rapidly increasing in both frequency and intensity.
 
Of particular importance is the Lord's mention of a growing hatred of the Jewish people as the end approaches that will result in them being hated by all nations (Matt. 24:9).  Who can deny that we're seeing a dramatic rise in anti-Semitism as a general trend in the world, as well as the abandonment of pro Israel positions by nations who have traditionally been Israel's friends.
 
Paul added other signs that would indicate the end was approaching.
 
The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. (1 Timothy 4:1)
 
As I look at the current state of what passes for Christianity today, I'm convinced that Paul was really using his letters to Timothy to warn us, not just him.
 
To me, much of the "emerging church" movement has abandoned the fundamentals of our faith in an effort to attract everyone while offending no one, turning Sunday services into up-tempo variety shows and mistaking attendance figures and bank balances for evangelistic success.  Lately there's even been a blending of Christianity and Islam into "Chrislam" in another attempt to appeal to everyone while offending no one.
 
But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God - having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them. (2 Timothy 3:1-5)
 
People regularly comment to me about the mean spirited nature of some who frequent Christian forums.  They ask if these people are really believers.  The name calling, personal insults, and pronouncements of judgment against those with differing opinions would make a reasonable person wonder. I tell them the less confident people are in their beliefs the more abusive they can become in defending them.  If you have limited knowledge you're forced to resort to personal attacks in response to questions.
 
It's said that many thousands of new believers are born-again every day, mostly in China, India, and Africa.  Are these third world converts responding to the construction of huge campuses in their towns, and the arrival of professional musicians and cast members to entertain them? No. They meet secretly in homes, barns, caves, and forests, often without professional leadership of any kind, and respond to signs and wonders as the Holy Spirit moves powerfully among them. Where are the miracles in the emerging church? Or are they just practicing a form of godliness while denying its power?
 
For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. (2 Timothy 4:3-4)
 
One of the great myths in the church today is the "inclusivism" taught in some liberal denominations. It claims there are many roads to eternal life and as long as people are sincere in their beliefs, no matter who they worship as God, they'll find their way to salvation.
 
But Jesus said, Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it". (Matt 7:13-14)  I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. (John 10:9) I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. (John 14:6) Sounds pretty exclusive to me.
 
Another is the elevation of dreams, visions and prophetic messages above the written word as the preferred source of information concerning God's plans. It is true that Peter spoke of dreams, visions, and prophetic messages as signs that the last days are upon us (Acts 2:17-18). But these were meant to support the written word, not replace it.
 
Because of this misuse use of Spiritual gifts, a growing number of Christians believe the time of God's wrath will actually be a time of glory for believers who are spiritually prepared, a time for the "Manifestation of the Sons of God."   They don't believe Jesus is coming to take His Church to heaven.  Instead they believe the Church will create heaven here and when it's ready we'll summon the Lord to come and lead us. By relying primarily on these dreams and visions they've re-written God's plan for the end of the age, making it into a human centered elevation of man to godhood.  But God said His word is the lamp for our feet and the light for our path (Psalm 119:105) not our dreams and visions. Paul's admonition to "search the Scriptures daily to see if these things be true" (Acts 17:11) seems to have been forgotten where these dreams, visions and prophecies  are concerned.
 
These examples of false teaching in the Church were predicted by Paul as part of the apostasy that would precede the Day of the Lord (2 Thes. 2:3).
 
... Or Another
 
In past articles I've pointed out the similarities between Islamic prophecies of  al Mahdi and Biblical prophecies of the anti-Christ.  For example, both show a leader coming on the scene during a time of great turmoil on Earth.  Both depict him as man who will initially appear to be a peacemaker who will have a seven year reign, head up a one world religion and one world government, and claim supernatural origins.  Both prophecies culminate in a battle between good and evil that brings about Earth's final judgment.  It's as if they're pointing to the same person. The difference is that in Islam he's a good guy, while the Bible calls him evil.
 
Take this charismatic (in the secular sense) political and religious leader with his supernatural power, add the widely held but incorrect belief that God and Allah are the same, and that Islam is a religion of peace, and then subtract the spirit of discernment that will disappear with the Church and you can see how this Islamic leader could unite a frightened world on the brink of disaster.
 
All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast-all whose names have not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world. (Rev. 13:8)
 
The Mahdi / anti-Christ's arrival will be a time of great excitement, with people everywhere believing that the savior of the world has come to bring the peace they've longed for. They'll all marvel at the power and presence of their pseudo savior.  For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. (Romans 1:21)
 
While people are saying, "Peace and safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. (1 Thes. 5:3)
 But alas, all too soon they'll realize he's an imposter and they're stuck in the deadliest period of time in history, a time that half of them won't survive.
 
But Wait, There's More
 
So far, we've looked at signs that have an indeterminate rate of acceleration from which we can only make general observations. Does the Bible give us anything more specific to watch for?
 
The first clear sign Jesus gave the disciples when they asked about the end times was the Abomination of Desolation standing in the Holy Place (Matt. 24:15). Within a few years of His death and resurrection the Temple was destroyed. Shortly after that the nation ceased to exist altogether.  In order to have an abomination of desolation you have to have a Temple, and in order to have a Temple you have to have a nation of covenant keeping Jewish people in Israel. These conditions have not been met since 70AD.
 
Therefore the rebirth of the nation was the first major sign that the time of the end was upon us. But Israel is not yet a nation of covenant keeping people, and won't be until after the Battle of Ezekiel 38 (Ezekiel 39:22).  Out of that battle a seven year covenant will emerge, which will start the clock on Daniel's missing 70th Week (Daniel 9:24-27).  At that time they will build a temple. In the middle of the 70th week the Abomination of Desolation will occur and the Great Tribulation will begin (Daniel 9:27, Matt. 24:15). 1260 days later it will end and shortly after that, on a day and at an hour no one could have known in advance (Matt. 24:36, Matt. 24:42,44, Matt. 24:50, Matt. 25:13) the Lord will return to establish His Kingdom.  In Matt. 24:34 Jesus hinted that all these things will happen within the lifetimes of people being born when the first sign, the rebirth of Israel, appears.
 
In Psalm 90:10, Moses wrote about man's lifespan, saying it would level out at 70-80 years on average.  Current UN statistics show that average lifespans in much of the world fall within that range today.  Counting forward from the birth of Israel in 1948 gives us a window of opportunity from 2018-2028.
 
The Rapture Of The Church
 
In Acts 15:13-18 James said Israel was being set aside while the Lord went among the Gentiles to take out of them a people for Himself. After that He would rebuild David's fallen Tabernacle, a reference to the Temple.  The Greek phrase translated "to take out of" literally means "to carry away from the time and place."  The Church will be carried away from the time (the 70th Week) and place (planet Earth) of the Temple's rebuilding before it takes place.
 
Paul, who heard James say this at the Council of Jerusalem, confirmed it in his letter to the Romans. He said Israel has been hardened in part (against God) until the full number of Gentiles has come in. After that all Israel will be saved (Romans 11:25-26). The Greek phrase translated "full number" indicates a specified or predetermined number.  To "come in" means to arrive at one's scheduled destination" as when a ship or train "comes in."  Paul was saying the Church has a predetermined number and when that number is reached we will come in to our scheduled destination.  Jesus said our scheduled destination is His Father's house (John 14:2-3).  After that He will turn to Israel again. The Temple will be built and the remaining seven years of Daniel's 70 weeks prophecy, known as the time of God's Wrath will be fulfilled. During this time Israel will be purified in preparation for the Kingdom Age.
 
These two statements confirm that the rapture of the Church will take place before the restoration of Israel's covenant with God, which will take place 7 years before the Lord's return to establish His Kingdom on Earth.
 
It Doesn't Take A Watchman
 
In closing, I advise everyone to stop watching the network news and instead scroll through the daily headline summaries that many websites (including this one) offer, to gain a more complete understanding of the state of our world.  Then, as you become more familiar with these and other similar passages of Scripture you can gain a perspective on current events that those who are not knowledgeable simply cannot acquire.  You'll discover you can literally have your Bible in one hand and a cross section of world news in the other and see how it's all unfolding.
 
During His first coming Jesus accused the religious leaders of the day of being better at predicting the weather than they were at recognizing the signs of his coming (Matt. 16:2-3) even though those signs were clearly identified in their Scriptures.  As you can see the same can be said about most of our leaders today.  But because we have the completed Word of God we don't have to depend on anyone else to tell us where we are on God's time table.  You can almost hear the footsteps of the Messiah 06-13-15
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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