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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Israeli-Palestinian conflict at risk of being set 'ablaze' without talks, French FM says 
Does the State Department Terror Report Contain a Subtle Slap at Israel?
IAF chief: We will attack Hezbollah, Hamas targets in civilian areas if necessary 
Sisi expects Assad regime in Syria to fall 'at any moment' 
A year on, no quick fix to halt IS 'caliphate'
US struggling to recruit Iraqi troops to fight Isis, Pentagon chief admits 
Sunni tribes, abandoned by Iraq, key to ISIS fight
Angelina Jolie calls for international help for Syrian refugees living in Turkey camps
Steinitz: US report on Iran terrorism should end delusions about nuclear program 
Arab theater asks EU for funds after state cancels subsidies over play about terrorist 
Dutch populist blames 'misunderstanding' as Mohammed cartoons not aired
Christian Pastor Faces Prosecution in the UK for 'Islamophobia,' Calling Islam 'Satanic' and 'Spawn of the Devil'
Saudi Arabia warns citizens against sharing 'faked' documents after Wikileaks release
Car Bombing in Yemen's Capital Kills at Least 2
Roadside bomb kills 14 family members in Afghanistan's Marja district
'Distraught' man kills three by driving car into pedestrians in Austria
NRA official blames slain South Carolina pastor for Charleston church shooting because he opposed concealed firearms 
Nearly All Mass Shootings Have 1 Thing in Common... And It Isn't the Weapon
Hillary Clinton Calls for "Common Sense" Gun Control, Decries "Institutional Racism"
Dylann Roof's racist manifesto: 'I have no choice'
Racist manifesto: 'Jewish identity' should be destroyed
Racist online manifesto mentions Charleston, includes images of Roof
Hundreds march in Charleston, Columbia to take down Confederate flag
Putin: Russian pipeline project to help Greece pay its debt 
Weekend of Fear in Greece as Banks, People Live Day to Day 
As Greece stares into the abyss, has Spain escaped from crisis? 
Thousands march in London against new UK government's austerity plan 
Earth's Mysteriously Light Core Contains Brimstone
5.9 magnitude earthquake hits south of the Fiji Islands
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Makry Gialos, Greece
A series of earthquakes rattle residents of Central Oklahoma
Zhupanovsky volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 24,000ft
Ubinas volcano in Peru erupts to 22,000ft
Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 14,000ft
Bill's Tropical Moisture to Trigger Storms, Flooding From the Mid-Atlantic to New England
Houses, Trees Wash Away From Massive Floodwaters in China
Obama's penchant for desert golf faces scrutiny in drought
Capitol Hill abuzz after 15,000 honey bees swarm Senate entrance
How climate-change doubters lost a papal fight
Feds Announce Largest Ever Criminal Medical Fraud Takedown
RMSF Epidemic hits Arizona - children account for half the lives lost
Colorado teen dies from rare case of plague 
Chicago warns gay men to vaccinate against meningitis ahead of pride week 
Turmoil Only Sure Thing If Supreme Court Rejects Gay Marriage 
More Texas Planned Parenthood Abortion Clinics Nearing Shut-Down
International Yoga Day: Yoga is important for evolution of humans, says India's PM Narendra Modi
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
 



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Happy Father's Day  
1. Netanyahu: International peace proposals are forced on Israel, push it to indefensible borders 
1. A new world map  
1. Signs of Financial Turmoil in Europe, China and the United States  
1. What Has Been Will Be Again  
1. The legacy of a godly life 
1. Featured Article: A Letter from James 
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Happy Father's Day - A.V. Rauf -
http://bibleprophecyfortoday.com/2015/06/21/happy-fathers-day/ 
 
 
 Fathers are very important in the development of their children. The Bible is clear that Fathers are to be spiritual leaders in the home. The Bible has much to say about both our earthly fathers and God our heavenly father.
 
Father's Day was first declared in the U.S. 105 years ago, in 1910, to recognize the bonds between dads and their kids. It falls on the third Sunday of every June.
 
 We live in a day and in a culture that tries to minimize fathers. Just know that all believers have the best father there is. It is his example that we as earthly fathers most emulate, exemplify and model before our children. 
 
Deuteronomy 1:29-31 Then I said to you, 'Do not be in dread or afraid of them. The LORD your God who goes before you will himself fight for you, just as he did for you in Egypt before your eyes, and in the wilderness, where you have seen how the LORD your God carried you, as a man carries his son, all the way that you went until you came to this place.
 
Psalms 127:3-5 Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward. Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one's youth. Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them! He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.                                                      
 
Proverbs 23:24 The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice; he who fathers a wise son will be glad in him.
 
Proverbs 20:7 The righteous who walks in his integrity-blessed are his children after him!
 
1 Thessalonians 2:11-12 For you know how, like a father with his children, we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.
 
Proverbs 10:1 The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is a sorrow to his mother.
 
Luke 15:20 -23 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. But the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and cet us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began to celebrate.
 
Exodus 20:12 Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.
 
Matthew 23:9 And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven.
 
Galatians 4:6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"
 
Ephesians 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit-just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
 
Perhaps you may be  reading this article because you are a father and want to take your role seriously. Or maybe you are reading this because you had an earthly father that may not have been as loving and you are still hurting from your upbringing. 
 
Know for a surety that all followers of Jesus Christ have the best Father there is. God the Father loved you and me so much that he sent his only Son Jesus to die for your sins and mine. That is a love that we will never fully understand but we can be thankful for. That is an unconditional love. Take some time to meditate on the verses in this article and let God draw you closer to him. Have a great Father's Day!
 
Romans 5:8-But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
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Netanyahu: International peace proposals are forced on Israel, push it to indefensible borders -
http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Netanyahu-Terrorists-constantly-try-to-attacks-us-sometimes-they-succeed-406663 
 
 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned Sunday that the relative quiet that preceded Friday's terror attack in the West Bank in which 25-year-old Danny Gonen was killed, "shouldn't fool anyone."
 
Speaking at the opening of the weekly cabinet meeting hours after an additional terror attack in which a Palestinian stabbed and critically wounded a Border Police officer, Netanyahu said that "we are faced with constant attempts to carry out terror attacks - unfortunately some of them succeed."
 
Addressing the search for Gonen's killer, Netanyahu said that security forces were "working diligently" to find him and bring him to justice.
 
Netanyahu said that only the intense measures taken by the IDF and Shin Bet (Israel Security Agency) prevent more terror attacks from being carried out successfully.
 
Ahead of a visit by French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius on Sunday, who is expected to push a UN Security Council Resolution regarding a solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Netanyahu said that "in the international proposals that are presented to us, and in fact forced upon us, there is no real addressing Israel's security needs and its other national interests."
 
"They simply try to push us to indefensible borders, while completely ignoring what will exist on the other side of the border," he said. "This will lead to the results that we are seeing, and experiencing at the expense of our flesh from Gaza and Lebanon," Netanyahu said. 
 
He vowed to reject any effort to force a solution to the conflict on Israel from the outside, saying that the only way to reach an agreement was through bilateral negotiations.
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A new world map - Victor Davis Hanson -
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jun/17/victor-davis-hanson-aggressive-nations-expanding-s/ 
 
 
Aggressor nations are once again expanding their sovereignty
 
Adolf Hitler started World War II by attacking Poland on Sept. 1, 1939. Nazi Germany moved only after it had already remilitarized the Rhineland, absorbed Austria and dismantled Czechoslovakia. Before the outbreak of the war, Hitler's new Third Reich had created the largest German-speaking nation in European history.
 
Well before the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Imperial Japanese government had redrawn the map of Asia and the Pacific. Japan had occupied or annexed Indochina, Korea, Manchuria and Taiwan, in addition to swaths of coastal China. Attacking Hawaii, the Philippines, Hong Kong, Malaysia and Indonesia was merely the logical 1941 follow-up to more than a decade of Japanese aggression.
 
Fascist Italy, by the outbreak of World War II in Europe, had already been remaking the map of the Mediterranean region in imitation of ancient Rome. Strongman Benito Mussolini had annexed what is now Ethiopia, Albania and most of Libya. He promised Italians that the Mediterranean would soon be mare nostrum, "our sea."
 
All of these hegemonies had arisen without triggering a global war. Had Hitler, Mussolini and the Japanese just been satisfied and consolidated their winnings, there was no evidence that the tired Western democracies would ever have stopped them.
 
The contemporary world is starting to resemble the 1930s, and maps again must be redrawn.
 
The Islamic State plans to take Baghdad to make it the capital of a radical Sunni caliphate from what is left of Syria and Iraq.
 
Its enemy, theocratic Iran, is forging its own Shiite empire. Through its proxies, Iran now effectively runs much of Iraq, Lebanon, Syria and Yemen. When Tehran gets a nuclear bomb, it will urge on Shiite minorities to overthrow the Sunni monarchies in the rich, oil-exporting Persian Gulf nations.
 
Russian President Vladimir Putin thinks he can reconstitute the empire of the czars and the later Soviet Union. American "reset" diplomacy green-lighted his annexation of the Crimea and his occupation of areas of Ukraine. Should Mr. Putin wish to absorb Estonia or other Baltic States, NATO probably would not stop him.
 
A terrified Eastern Europe, which not that long ago was part of the old Soviet Warsaw Pact, is already making the necessary political concessions in hopes that the unpredictable Mr. Putin leaves them alone.
 
China is vastly increasing its strategic air force and navy - and reminding its neighbors from South Korea to Australia of its new military clout. It has recently instigated various territorial disputes with Japan, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam. As a clever way to control key sea lanes and oil-rich areas in the South China Sea, the Chinese are building new military bases by turning small coral reefs into islands of sand.
 
Is this 1939 or 2015?
 
Well before World War II, Great Britain and France allowed Hitler, Mussolini and the Japanese to acquire what they pleased. The Western European democracies were terrified of confrontation and mired in economic crises. They had their own long-standing empires to worry about.
 
The United States - struggling with the Great Depression, squabbling over the New Deal, and bitter over its prior intervention in World War I and the failure to achieve European stability - also kept quiet.
 
Nothing much has changed 75 years later. Western Europe is terrified of Mr. Putin and mostly disarmed. The European Union is awash with debt.
 
Meanwhile, Japan rearms and is trying in vain to forge a common anti-Chinese front with the Philippines, Taiwan and South Korea.
 
As in the 1930s, an isolationist United States is again watching the new map unfold from the sidelines. President Obama assumes Americans are tired of the Middle East and want to be left alone. Afghanistan is a quagmire. Iraq collapsed once the administration pulled out all U.S. troops. The bombing of Libya proved a disaster.
 
In 1945, after some 60 million had perished in World War II, the Western democracies blamed themselves for having appeased and empowered fascist empires. That sadder but wiser generation taught us two lessons: Small sacrifices now can avoid catastrophic ones later on, and dictatorial regimes on a roll never voluntarily quit playing geostrategic poker.
 
If the present trajectories continue, a reconfigured Middle East will be bookended by radical Islamic empires - the Islamic State caliphate and a new Persian empire. China will control most of the Pacific and adjudicate trade, commerce and politics west of Hawaii and to the south and east of India. The client states of a new Russian empire will border central Europe and be under constant pressure to leave the EU, NATO or both.
 
How does all this end? One of two ways.
 
America and its allies can reawaken, gradually restore deterrence and re-establish the old postwar order without a global war.
 
Or the United States will not be bothered - at least until this new generation of dictators bothers us at home.
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COMING SOON!

Our new video is in production, and this may be the most important video that we have ever produced.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night, is a video that every believer should own.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night is an excellent video for witnessing and evangelizing here and now! More importantly, it is also a video that each one of us will want to make sure that our loved ones, that missed the Rapture, will have and watch and prayerfully accept the Lord's gift of eternal salvation!
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We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
"The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" will be released on *7/3/15, Pre-Order your copy today. When you Pre-Order one of our videos, not only are you making sure that you will be one of the first to receive it, you are also helping to fund the video. 
 
Production Costs

 
Every video cost us about $2000 dollars to produce, you can also donate to our general fund if you feel led to help us offset the production costs, we will be forever grateful! 
 
To Pre-Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
If you feel led to help us offset the production cost of this video, please use the following link to make a tax deductible donation, thanks and God Bless.
  
 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/donations.html
  
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384

 
Also, there is still time to enter our drawing for the Bible Commentary sets, see below for more information!
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Signs of Financial Turmoil in Europe, China and the United States - By Michael Snyder -
http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/signs-of-financial-turmoil-in-europe-china-and-the-united-states 
 
 
As we move toward the second half of 2015, signs of financial turmoil are appearing all over the globe.  In Greece, a full blown bank run is happening right now.  Approximately 2 billion euros were pulled out of Greek banks in just the past three days, Barclays says that capital controls are "imminent" unless a debt deal is struck, and there are reports that preparations are being made for a "bank holiday" in Greece.  Meanwhile, Chinese stocks are absolutely crashing.  The Shanghai Composite Index was down more than 13 percent this week alone.  That was the largest one week decline since the collapse of Lehman Brothers.  In the U.S., stocks aren't crashing yet, but we just witnessed one of the largest one week outflows of capital from the bond markets that we have ever witnessed.  Slowly but surely, we are starting to see the smart money head for the exits.  As one Swedish fund manager put it recently, everyone wants "to avoid being caught on the wrong side of markets once the herd realizes stocks are over-valued".
 
I don't think that most people understand how serious things have gotten already.  In Greece, so much money has been pulled out of the banks that the European Central Bank admits that Greek banks may not be able to open on Monday...
 
The European Central Bank told a meeting of euro zone finance ministers on Thursday that it was not sure if Greek banks, which have been suffering large daily deposit outflows, would be able to open on Monday, officials with knowledge of the talks said.
 
Greek savers have withdrawn about 2 billion euros from banks over the past three days, with outflows accelerating rapidly since talks between the government and its creditors collapsed at the weekend, banking sources told Reuters.
 
All over social media, people are sharing photos of long lines at Greek ATMs as ordinary citizens rush to get their cash out of the troubled banks. 
 
 
 
And if there is no debt deal by the end of this month, the Greek debt crisis is going to totally spin out of control and financial chaos will begin to erupt all over Europe.  But instead of trying to be reasonable, EU president Donald Tusk "has delivered an ultimatum to Greece", and it almost appears as if EU officials are more concerned about winning a power struggle than they are about averting financial catastrophe...
 
EU president Donald Tusk has delivered an ultimatum to Greece, claiming the country must 'accept an offer or default' at an emergency summit set for Monday - in a last-ditch effort to stop the debt-stricken nation crashing out of the euro.
 
'We are close to the point where the Greek government will have to choose between accepting what I believe is a good offer of continued support or to head towards default,' Mr Tusk said today.
 
His comments come as Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras warned that his country's exit from the eurozone would trigger the collapse of the single currency.
 
'The famous Grexit cannot be an option either for the Greeks or the European Union,' he said in an Austrian newspaper interview.
 
'This would be an irreversible step, it would be the beginning of the end of the eurozone.'
 
While all of this has been going on, the obscene stock market bubble in China has started to implode.  Just check out the following numbers from Zero Hedge...
 
As the carnage began last night in China we noted the extreme levels of volatility the major indices had experienced in recent weeks. By the close, things were ugly with the broad Shanghai Composite down a stunning 13.3% on the week - the most since Lehman in 2008 (with Shenzhen slightly better at down 12.8% and CHINEXT down a record-breaking 14.99%). 
 
Under normal circumstances, numbers like these would be reason for a full-blown financial panic over in Asia.  But these are not normal times.  Even with these losses, stock prices in China are still massively overinflated.  For example, USA Today is reporting that the median stock over in China is "trading at 95 times earnings"...
 
Margin debt in China has soared to a record $363 billion, according to Bloomberg, and the median stock in mainland China is now trading at 95 times earnings, which even tops the price-to-earnings multiple of 68 back at the 2007 peak.
 
That is absolutely ridiculous.  When a stock is trading at 25 or 30 times earnings it is overpriced.  So these numbers that are coming out of China are beyond crazy, and what this means is that Chinese stocks have much, much farther to fall before they get back to any semblance of reality.
 
Meanwhile, in the U.S. money is flowing out of bonds at a staggering pace.  The following quote originally comes from Bank of America...
 
"High grade credit funds suffered their biggest outflow this year, and double the previous week (and also the biggest since June 2013). High yield outflows also jumped to $1.1bn, the biggest since the start of the year. However, government bond funds suffered the most amid the recent spike in volatility, with outflows surging to the highest weekly number on record ($2.7bn). This brings the total outflow from fixed income funds to almost $6bn over the last week, the highest since the Taper Tantrum and the third highest outflow ever."
 
What this means is that big trouble is brewing in the bond markets.  This is something that I warned about in my previous article entitled "Experts Are Warning That The 76 Trillion Dollar Global Bond Bubble Is About To Explode".
 
For the moment, U.S. stocks are doing fine.  But just about everyone can see that we in a massive financial bubble that could burst at any time.  Presidential candidate Donald Trump says that what we are witnessing is a "big fat economic and financial bubble like you've never seen before"...
 
Yesterday during an interview on MSNBC, presidential candidate Donald Trump said he has some big names in mind for the Treasury secretary if he wins the White House. "I'd like guys like Jack Welch. I like guys like Henry Kravis. I'd love to bring my friend Carl Icahn." He also opined on the economy and the stock market, admitting that the Fed has benefited people like him but that the economy and is in a "big fat economic and financial bubble like you've never seen before."
 
Ron Paul also believes that this financial bubble is going to end very badly.  Just check out what he told CNBC earlier this week...
 
Despite record highs in the market, former Rep. Ron Paul says the Fed's easy money policies have left stocks and bonds are on the verge of a massive collapse.
 
"I am utterly amazed at how the Federal Reserve can play havoc with the market," Paul said on CNBC's "Futures Now" referring to Thursday's surge in stocks. The S&P 500 closed less than 1 percent off its all-time high. "I look at it as being very unstable."
 
In Paul's eyes, "the fallacy of economic planning" has created such a "horrendous bubble" in the bond market that it's only a matter of time before the bottom falls out. And when it does, it will lead to "stock market chaos."
 
Yes, this financial bubble has persisted far longer than many believed possible, but all irrational bubbles eventually burst.
 
And you know what they say - the bigger they come the harder they fall.
 
When this gigantic financial bubble finally implodes, it is going to be absolutely horrifying, and the entire planet is going to be shocked by the carnage.
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What Has Been Will Be Again - Belle Ringer -
http://www.salvationandsurvival.com/2015/06/what-has-been-will-be-again.html 
 
 
     Wow!  Has the world gone mad, or what?  I am totally blown away by some of the things I have read and heard in the last 24 hours.  To begin with, I read a fascinating article by Benjamin Soloway on the ForeignPolicy.com website.  First of all, the title is enough to make you want to hide under the covers ... "You Don't Have to Watch 'Jurassic World' To See Bioengineered Animal Weapons." 
 
      Mr. Soloway, in a compelling and informative article, relates how -- once again -- Hollywood forecasts what is going on behind the scenes of the real world.  In the fourth installment of the Jurassic Park series of films, we see how far the storyline has progressed.  (Don't worry, I'm not going to give away all the details of the plot).
 
      In the first movie, scientists bring dinosaurs back to life by filling in the gaps in recovered dinosaur DNA with genetic material from frogs. But in Jurassic World, scientists take these experiments a step further, when they realize they can create dinosaurs more to their liking through genetic manipulation - and that the newly engineered dinosaurs might be put to use by the military-industrial complex.  It's always about the money, isn't it?
 
      No one is making the assertion that scientists are about to figure out a way to bring the dinosaurs back; at least not yet.  But Soloway points out the film is not far off in its assumptions about the militarization of genetic science.  Are you willing to consider that the United States' military is already experimenting with genetically engineered animals for war?  Why not?
 
      In her 2013 book, titled Frankenstein's Cat: Cuddling Up to Biotech's Brave New Beasts, author Emily Anthes related that in 2006, DARPA (the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency) asked scientists "to develop technology to create insect-cyborgs" capable of carrying surveillance equipment or weapons.  (That has been documented by current "insect drones").  In the past decade, the agency has encouraged and funded research into methods that can let humans control insects and mammals through electronic impulses to the brain, and through genetic modifications to the nervous systems of insects to make them easier to manipulate.  Why is it so outlandish to consider the possibility that animals could be genetically modified to do the military's bidding?  Makes you think differently about the rider of the Pale Horse and the Fourth Seal in the Book of Revelation, doesn't it?   They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth.  Could this prophecy be describing a military power using conventional weapons, biological weapons, and genetically-engineered "beasts" as weapons?  It's enough to give me pause.
 
     Now, switch gears with me and consider an odd little segment on Fox News, in which psychiatrist Dr. Keith Ablow was commenting on the ongoing controversy regarding Rachel Dolezal's self-identificaton as a black woman.  Dr. Ablow warned that we are entering dangerous territory when we allow people to identify with whatever they "feel" closely associated with, instead of using their genetic and biological identities.  We have to ask the question, "How far is society willing to go?"  Dr. Ablow pointed out that the culture has quickly embraced "transgender", thanks to Bruce Jenner; and now with the uproar over the Dolezal affair, "transracial" has entered the public conversation.  What's next -- "transpecies"?  I'm paraphrasing here, but he actually suggested that someone could identify with an animal, and in this moment's cultural climate, it would be acceptable to genetically modify that person in order to produce a tail!
 
      I almost fell off my chair when he presented that possibility!  How many of us Christians have been ridiculed for believing that the Bible reveals the existence of hybrids through genetic manipulation?  How many times have we been scorned for suggesting that the cave drawings and reliefs and statues at ancient historical sites were actually depictions of real creatures, and not just some mythological fable?
 
      What concerns me most is that all these conversations are lacking an important element ... God!!!  Frankly, I am tired of hearing all the commentators and their "politically correct" assessment of these troubled people.  I'm waiting for one ... just one! ... person to stand up and ask, "But what do you think God, their Creator, thinks of their confused identity?"  And I think that is the crux of the situation ... they have been "confused" by Satan, whom Jesus called "the prince of this world".  And how have they become so easily fooled and deluded?  It is exactly for the reasons that Jesus tell us ... "because they cannot bear to hear My word."  And because our culture has rejected God, they desire all the things that the devil is whispering in their ears.  The sad thing is that the devil has nothing to do with the truth.  They are simply adopting his nature, which is a lie ... and that fits right in with their mistaken identities.  It's all a lie.  And it's all been done before.  Too bad they won't hear the Word and know how God dealt with the corrupted DNA in the past, and how He plans on dispensing His judgment this time!
 
Ecclesiastes 3:15   "Whatever is has already been, and what will be has been before; and God will call the past to account."
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The legacy of a godly life - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/06/the-legacy-of-a-godly-life/?cat_orig=faith
 
Pastor Greg Laurie explains meaning of Proverbs verse about parenting 
 
Father's Day is a difficult day for me because I think of my son Christopher, who was called home to heaven almost seven years ago. As an artist, he would create the most amazing, beautiful, custom-made Father's Day cards for me. I always looked forward to them, and I saved every one. I have them on a shelf, along with the cards my son Jonathan has given me and every drawing my grandkids have done for me.
 
Christopher was a runner in high school, just as I was. However, I was a sprinter, while Christopher was a long-distance runner. We would have races, and even as we both got older, I could still beat him in a short race. I always took pride in that.
 
But then one day we were on a beach, and I said, "Do you want to race? See that mark right there? Let's run to the mark. Are you ready?"
 
I took off, and he was right next to me the entire time. I tried to get that little burst of energy, but he passed me and crossed the finish line before I did. I was both crestfallen and proud of him at the same time.
 
My son who crossed the finish line ahead of me that day on the beach also crossed the finish line ahead of me in the race of life. He is in heaven, and in effect, he has handed the baton to me. I am carrying on, and I will pass it on to his daughters, to my son Jonathan and his children, and, if God is gracious, to my great-grandchildren.
 
I always have looked for teachable moments with my kids - and now with my grandkids. I always look for opportunities to share truth with them. I tell them Bible stories, trying to do it in a way that engages them. What I want them to say is, "Tell us another one, Papa." I am trying to bring the Word of God to them in a way they will understand. I am always looking for those opportunities.
 
That is a great thing to do in life with your kids. Instead of telling them not to watch TV, why not sit down and watch their favorite program with them? They probably won't like it a whole lot, but you can offer some perspective - and hopefully a biblical worldview. They might even begin to see it differently than they had before.
 
The Old Testament book of Proverbs says, "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it" (22:6 NKJV). The phrase "train up" is an interesting one. Literally translated, it speaks of the actions of a midwife who, after delivering a child, would dip her finger into crushed dates and place it into the child's mouth. This resulted in the baby thirsting for milk. So when Proverbs says to "train up a child," a simple translation would be "create a thirst for God in your child's life." That means living in such a way that your child will want what you have.
 
Have you ever noticed that when you go out with someone for a meal, their food always looks good? Sometimes I will go out with people to get a bite to eat, and it is later than I want to eat. As I'm sitting there with them, they invite me to have some of their food. So I might take a French fry. Then I'll take another, and then maybe another. Then I'll decide to order my own fries. Their food looked and tasted good enough for me to order my own.
 
Could that not be said of our faith? When we are walking with God and have a great relationship with Jesus Christ, it should create a desire in our children to know God. When they see Mom praying, when they see Dad being a spiritual leader, they should say, "I want to be like that when I grow up." Train up your children. Create a thirst for God in them.
 
In the original language, "train up" in Proverbs 22:6 also speaks of breaking and bringing a horse into submission. It is an idea of trying to control something that is out of control and put parameters in place.
 
So to put it all together, "train up" carries the idea of creating a thirst for God in a child and setting up parameters, external boundaries for his or her protection.
 
Even children who have been raised in a godly home will rebel. That is not always a bad thing because it means they are starting to think for themselves. We want our children to become independent. We want them to get out on their own, get married and have their own families. They will need to stand on their own two feet, and we need to keep loving them. They can escape our presence, but they can never escape our prayers.
 
How important it is to pass on a godly legacy - not just dropping off our children at church but taking them with us, leading and training them and raising them up. We do this because one day in this race of life, we will hand the baton to our sons and daughters. Then they will hand it on to the next generation. 
 
One day we will say, "I'm done. Here it is. You carry it on." May we be able to say with the apostle Paul, "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing" (2 Timothy 4:7-8).
 
We are here to know God and to walk with God. That's what it's all about. It's the legacy of a godly life.
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A Letter from James - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/verse-by-verse/a-letter-from-james/
 
A fair amount of controversy has arisen of late over this letter, some even questioning whether it belongs in the Bible. Others say if it does, it was certainly not meant for the Church. In this series we'll address these questions while undertaking a verse-by-verse study of the letter.
 
First, let's determine who James was and when he wrote his letter. Although he never came right out and said so, many experts believe that of the four men named James who appear in the Bible, the writer was the Lord's half-brother. The other three are the disciple and brother of John (Matt. 4:21), the disciple and son of Alphaeus (Matt. 10:3), sometimes called James the younger, and James the father of Judas (Luke 6:16). These three are easily eliminated as not having had the stature in the early Church to have written such an authoritative letter on the strength of his name alone.
 
In contrast, the Lord's half-brother was a prominent figure in the church. He was called "James the Just" and "the righteous one" and was appointed by the Apostles to be the overseer (bishop) of the Church in Jerusalem. As such he presided over the Council at Jerusalem (Acts 15) where the issue of Gentiles coming into the church was decided. But like his brother Jude, he didn't emphasize his familial relationship with the Lord (Jude 1:1). They both called themselves "servants of Jesus Christ." Since neither of them became believers until after the resurrection, they may have felt more comfortable thinking of themselves that way.
 
No specific date exists to tell us exactly when James wrote his letter. But since he was writing to believers who had been scattered among the nations, we have some clues. The scattering from Jerusalem began when the persecution of believers broke out following the stoning of Stephen, around 36 AD (Acts 8:1).
 
James died in 62 AD. According to one tradition he was taken by the Jewish leaders to the pinnacle of the Temple where they hoped to persuade him to tell the crowd below to stop following Jesus. In full view of everyone they asked him,
 
"Oh, righteous one, in whom we are able to place great confidence; the people are led astray after Jesus, the crucified one. So declare to us, what is this way, Jesus?"
 
But they were mistaken and James responded in a loud voice.
 
"Why do you ask me about Jesus, the Son of Man? He sits in heaven at the right hand of the great Power, and he will soon come on the clouds of heaven!"
 
The people were ecstatic and began to shout. "Hosanna to the Son of David!"
 
In a fit of rage, the leaders threw James off the Temple into the crowd, hoping to show the people what they could expect if they persisted in following Jesus. 
 
Incredibly, the fall didn't kill James. He rose to his knees and began to pray for his attackers, asking the Lord to forgive them. But one of them struck him in the head with a club, killing him. 
 
From the stoning of Stephen in 36 AD to the murder of James in 62 AD gives us 26 year time frame to work with. A case can be made that he most likely wrote the letter around 50 AD. If so, that would make it the first letter written to the Church, with the possible exception of Paul's letter to the Galatians. It would also mean the letter was written too late for James the brother of John to be its author. He was put to death by Herod Agrippa in 44 AD.
 
James wrote his letter while the Church was mostly Jewish in composition, explaining the salutation James used, "To the twelve tribes, scattered among the nations" (James 1:1). It also explains why James' letter is the most Jewish in its perspective of any New Testament book.
 
Now we know who wrote the book and approximately when he wrote it, so let's see what he said.
 
Chapter 1
 
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
 
To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations:
 
Greetings.
 
Trials and Temptations
 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything (James 1:1-4).
 
James was addressing the Jewish believers who had been driven from Jerusalem by the persecution. In effect, he was telling them not to be discouraged by this but to see it as an opportunity to grow stronger in their faith. Let me emphasize that God was not testing their faith. He already knew who were His. Through the persecution they were getting a chance to prove to themselves the strength of their faith. The Bible being a timeless document means the same is true for us.
 
If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do (James 1:5-8).
 
As we'll see, James repeatedly jumped from one thought to another without any warning, sometimes going back to a previous one to provide additional insight. There was no effort to make the letter flow nicely from idea to idea, or to organize it by topic, but as the Holy Spirit put this thought or that one into his head, James wrote it down. Neither could it be said that James made any effort to be diplomatic. A person had to be in a position of authority and have earned the respect of his readers to speak to them so directly.
 
In this case, he was encouraging his readers to seek God's wisdom, and warning them that if they sought it, they had better believe wholeheartedly that God would provide it, or else they shouldn't expect anything. Remember, the gospels hadn't been written yet, and being scattered like they were, many of the believers didn't have organized support systems to strengthen them. They were pretty much on their own, with only their faith to sustain them.
 
Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. But the rich should take pride in their humiliation-since they will pass away like a wild flower. For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about their business (James 1:9-11).
 
Coming to faith in the Lord has the effect of putting everyone on a level plain. Believers who live their lives in humble circumstances here should take heart in knowing they're part of the family of God and will dwell in eternity with Him. And those who experience the artificial elevation in status that often comes with wealth should know that when all that passes and they're left with nothing, they will still be part of God's family. Our status on earth, whether high or low, is temporary and fleeting. But because of our faith we'll all be the favored children of God forever.
 
Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him (James 1:12).
 
Here's another thought on persevering under trial. James already mentioned it will result in a strong, mature faith. Now he's saying it will also bring the crown of life. This is one of five crowns mentioned in the Bible that will be awarded to believers at the Bema judgment. These crowns are identified as the Everlasting Crown (Victory) in 1 Cor 9:25, the Crown of the Soul Winner in Phil 4:1 and 1 Thes 2:19, the Crown of Righteousness in 2 Tim 4:8, the Crown of Life in Jas 1:12 and Rev 2:10, and the Crown of Glory in 1 Peter 5:4.
 
When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death (James 1:13-15).
 
James makes it clear for us. God doesn't tempt us to sin. It's our sin nature that does this. We can't prevent the arrival of a sinful thought at the threshold of our mind. But we haven't sinned until we are dragged away, in other words, until we give the thought conscious consideration. If we refuse to consider it, rebuke the thought, and eject it from our mind, we're still clean. But once we start imagining what it would be like, even fleetingly, we've sinned whether we act on it or not. At that point we need to confess and be forgiven (1 John 1:9).
 
Don't be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created (James 1:16-18).
 
In contrast, every good and perfect gift is from the Lord. Paul said, "I know that nothing good lives in me, that is in my sin nature" (Romans 7:18). A thought that leads to sin cannot come from God, and a thought that leads to a good and perfect gift cannot come from us. His goal for us is that we will be conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might be the first of many brothers (Romans 8:29). Every gift from him will support that goal. No matter how much we might like to think otherwise, especially when we're being tempted, He will neither break, suspend, nor ignore any of His laws to accommodate us.
 
Listening and Doing
 
My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires. Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent, and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you (James 1:19-21).
 
Paul would later present almost identical instruction to the Church (Ephes. 4:25-32) saying our failure to follow these instructions causes grief to the Holy Spirit who is sealed within us to the day of redemption (Ephes. 4:30) and is therefore forced to witness all our behavior.
 
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it-not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it-they will be blessed in what they do (James 1:22-25).
 
Don't be confused by James' mention of the law here. Notice he called it the perfect law that brings freedom. No one would describe the Levitical Law that way. Believers have freedom in Christ, the fulfillment of the law. In dying for our sins Jesus separated our belief from our behavior. He made our salvation totally dependent upon our belief, because of which God has imputed to us a righteousness apart from the Law (Romans 3:21-24).
 
This gives us tremendous freedom unknown in previous times. It includes the freedom to say no to sinful behavior without having the threat of judgment always hanging over our heads. Therefore, by following the behavioral instructions from the New Testament we will be blessed, because we'll be doing so purely out of gratitude for what we've been freely given, instead of merely following some hard and fast rule in the hope of getting it.
 
Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world (James 1:26-27).
 
Notice that James did not mention keeping the Law as being part of a pure and faultless religion. He said our religion is for helping those who can't help themselves and living in a manner pleasing to God. Such behavior is an expression of our gratitude and is wholly consistent with New Testament doctrine. Next time we'll cover chapter two. See you then.
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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