		

			



			[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/ac74cfee-7cbe-433e-a6e3-a56ea05c3f56.png]
	Date 7/9/15













		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_TopBarLeft.png]
				[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_TopShadowLeft.png]
		

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_TopShadowRight.png]









	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_TopBarRight.png]




		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB1.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB2.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB3.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB4.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB5.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB6.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB7.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB8.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB9.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB10.png]
					[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	  [image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/e5a0b624-bab2-4a07-b308-2d4bda36f565.png]




			[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
France not backing away from plans to submit UN resolution on two-states
Hamas announces 2 new missile systems dedicated to commanders killed in Gaza war
Hamas Displays New Missiles at Gaza Rally
IDF officer: Hamas is deterred and unable to rebuild tunnels
One year on: IDF releases classified recordings from Gaza war
Hamas leader: Israel negotiating to get back soldiers' bodies
Hamas: 'We won't return soldiers' bodies until prisoners from Schalit deal released'
2 Israeli Citizens Held in Gaza
The Troubling Question in the French Jewish Community: Is It Time to Leave?
US mayors call on European counterparts to condemn anti-Semitism
Boycott Call: Lufthansa Omits Israel from 'Free Baggage' List 
Knesset speaker to Zuckerberg: Keep incitement off Facebook
Father enlists 4 kids to unearth 'treasure' from Second Temple period protected by 'demon'
Iran: We will not show flexibility regarding our red lines
Is Iran seeking to foment chaos in Jordan?
US House of Representatives passes US-Jordan Defense Cooperation Act
Tehran's anti-Israel Quds day falls on date of new Iran deadline 
Iran 'Shouts Hatred' for Israel, Backs Palestinian Terror
'Never threaten an Iranian': nuclear talks get feisty
US team negotiating with Iran 'insulted' by accusations of politics
Obama Thinks Chances of Deal with Iran Are 'Less Than 50-50'
Expecting an Iran deal, White House and Congress prepare to do battle 
Saudi Arabia Casts Wary Eye on Iran Deal 
Syria ratifies billion dollar credit line from Iran
Suspected US drone kills Islamic State figure in Syria - monitor
Syria's neighbors now host four million of its refugees, U.N. says
'Only about 50 Jews left in Syria's main cities' 
ISIS Crucifies Dozens for Breaking Ramadan Fast
24 suspected Islamic State militants sentenced to death for Tikrit massacre
FBI chief: Radicalization of Americans by ISIS is a top concern for the agency
FBI chief warns encryption makes Islamic State attacks more likely
US Army Warns of Defeat With New Cutbacks
Yemen critically short of food, fuel imports as war cuts supply lines
At least 18 killed in Algerian ethnic clashes
Tunisia ramps up security in face of further terror attacks
Seoul: North Korean Leader Has So Far Executed 70 Officials
Obama, Vietnam leader discuss South China Sea in landmark meeting
Russia may ban Soros charity in NGO crackdown
Pope wraps Ecuador leg of South America trip after calling for new ecological, economic order
U.S, UK, China economies weakening further, OECD says
Fear China's stock-market earthquake
China stocks hammered as market crash continues
Stock bubble in China is bursting: Stephen Roach
Over 20% of listed China stocks now in trading halt
China Bans Stock Sales by Major Shareholders for Six Months
China's retail investors give up hope as exodus intensifies
If China loses control, look out oil: Dan Yergin
China stock market surges in volatile session
The really worrying financial crisis is happening in China, not Greece
The Fed is Worried About Greece and China Even if the White House Isn't
Greek banks will not open this week: State TV
Greece seeks new EU loan deal in race to avert collapse
Greece Submits New Loan Request as Tsipras Takes Defiant Stance
Merkel faces party revolt over aid for Athens
Flood of Londoners take to boats to escape rising housing costs
Glitch halts trading on NYSE; other exchanges unaffected
NY Stock Exchange trading resumes after 3-hour outage
Dow ends down 261 as NYSE shutdown stuns markets
Apple investors see $69B vanish
White House says no indication of malicious actors in NYSE problems
Report: Software update may have triggered NYSE trading halt 
Technical glitch disrupts United flights nationwide
Wall Street Journal hit with tech woes too
NYSE, United, WSJ.com outages expose digital vulnerabilities
Cybersecurity Stocks Surged on the Back of the Big NYSE Trading Halt
China's new cybersecurity law sparks censorship concerns
Researchers: Computers May One Day Perceive Reality Just Like Humans
Wisconsin State Capitol Building Briefly Evacuated Due to Bomb Threat
House moves to ban Confederate flag in federal cemeteries
South Carolina House approves removal of Confederate flag
Illegal Immigrants Accounted for Nearly 37 Percent of Federal Sentences in FY 2014
Starnes: Illegal Accused of Killing 18-Year-Old, Burning 3-Year-Old Alive
Mysterious streaking light seen on Mexican volcano webcam
Popocateptl volcano in Mexico erupts to 25,000ft
Raung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 17,000ft
Volcano ash grounds Bali flights 
5.4 magnitude earthquake hits near Ndoi Island, Fiji
Millions of acres burn as Alaska sweats one very hot summer
Rare parasite threat grows with third Minnesota case
Study: New Strain Of Polio-Like Virus Leading To Paralysis In Children
People are now getting themselves branded because tattoos weren't permanent enough
Wheaton College May Have to 'Outsource Sin'
First Tampon For Transgender Women To Hit Shelves Next Month
Gay Teacher Promotes Homosexuality to Little 3rd Graders, Says He Didn't Care What Parents Thought
Hillsong New York pastor Carl Lentz: 'We have a lot of gay men and women in our church and I pray we always do'
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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	IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Voices were raised at the Vienna nuclear talks Wednesday night against obdurate Iran 
1. U.S. Offers Billions in Arms to Ease Mideast's Iran Anxiety 
1. Strange Animal Behavior around the World Reminiscent of the Ten Plagues 
1. 10 Very Strange Things That Have Happened In Just The Past Few Weeks  
1. Just a Matter of Time  
1. The prophetic people's response to a hostile society Part 1 
1. Daily Devotion: The Eighth Commandment 
1. Featured Article: Christ Brings Division, Not Peace
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Voices were raised at the Vienna nuclear talks Wednesday night against obdurate Iran - http://www.debka.com/article/24725/Voices-were-raised-at-the-Vienna-nuclear-talks-Wednesday-night-against-obdurate-Iran-
 
 
European Union Foreign Executive Federica Mogherini is quoted by debkafile's intelligence sources as shouting Wednesday night, July 8, at Iran's Foreign Minister Mohamed Javad Zarif: "If that's where you stand it's a pity to waste any more time!" Jarif is quoted as snapping back: "Don't threaten us!" The US delegation led by Secretary of State John Kerry sat without moving a muscle. But Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov stepped in to cool tempers and urged everyone to go back to the matters at issue.
 
 The shouting started amid the discussion of sanctions relief, after the second deadline for a final deal had slipped by. The Iranians stood by their demand for the immediate lifting of all sanctions - not just the penalties for its nuclear activities, but on the score of involvement in terrorism, which Iran has consistently denied.
 
 Other sticking points between the six powers and Iran are still the UN embargo on Iranian arms sales, restrictions on ballistic missiles and the nature and powers of the mechanism for monitoring Iran's nuclear activities.
 
Even before this angry exchange, President Barack Obama remarked at a closed meeting on Capital Hill Tuesday night, "The chances of a deal at this point are below 50:50." He was quoted by the top Democrat Sen. Dick Durbin of Illinois, the Assistant Democratic Leader and a close ally of Obama's. "I think it's an indication that this is crunch time and that he said he's not going to accept a weak or bad deal. He knows what's at stake here," said Durbin.
 
But Obama did not seem to be ruling out letting the negotiations run on for another few days.
 
At another meeting with US lawmakers Tuesday, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Martin Dempsey spoke in particularly categorical terms against easing restrictions for Iran. "Under no circumstances should we relieve pressure on Iran relative to ballistic missile capabilities and arms trafficking," he said.
 
 In contrast to Obama, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani sounded upbeat Wednesday night, before setting out on a trip to Moscow. He said: "Negotiations with the P5+1 group are at a sensitive stage and the Islamic republic of Iran is preparing for [the period] post-negotiations and post-sanctions."
 
debkafile's sources agree that the rhetoric on both the American and Iranian sides is probably part and parcel of the bargaining tactics around the table in Vienna. It is therefore hard to judge whether their words are to be taken literally or maneuvers for stepping up pressure on the opposite side.
 
 Our sources deny Israeli media reports claiming that Undersecretary of State Wendy Sherman, who leads the US negotiating team, tried to call Israel's National Security Adviser Yossie Cohen for an update on the state of the negotiations, but that he avoided taking her calls. If Sherman had really phoned Cohen, our sources say, her call would have certainly been put through to him.
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U.S. Offers Billions in Arms to Ease Mideast's Iran Anxiety - by Nicole Gaouette and Anthony Capaccio - http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-07-09/u-s-offers-billions-in-arms-to-ease-mideast-s-iran-deal-anxiety
 
 
An agreement to curb Iran's nuclear program could create a bonanza for U.S. defense contractors who already are benefiting as the Obama administration tries to assuage Israeli and Gulf Arab concerns by cutting deals for more than $6 billion in military hardware.
 
The details of a potential deal being negotiated between Iran and six world powers -- China, France, Germany, Russia, the U.K. and U.S. -- would determine what steps the U.S. takes to help its allies. A nuclear agreement is likely to prompt Mideast partners to seek improved defense systems from American contractors such as Boeing Co., Lockheed Martin Corp. and Raytheon Co. as well as weapons-makers in France and elsewhere.
 
"In theory, an Iran deal could lead to a reduction in tensions in the region that would reduce the demand for advanced weaponry," said William Hartung, director of the Arms and Security Project at the Center for International Policy in Washington. "In the short-term, a deal could actually boost the demand for arms."
 
Gulf states and Israel have said they wouldn't trust any pact forged in Vienna to curb Iran's pursuit of nuclear weapons. They also worry that if economic sanctions are lifted and Russia's push to lift an arms embargo on Iran succeeds, that would let the Islamic Republic upgrade its aged military hardware. Those concerns could lead them "to seek more imported weaponry regardless of whether there is an Iran deal," Hartung said.
 
Michael Rubin, a Middle East military analyst with the American Enterprise Institute, said an estimated $100 billion in Iranian oil revenue now frozen by sanctions "will make possible an Iranian military shopping spree that it will be near-impossible for Israel to keep up with."
 
The talks continued in Vienna on Thursday, with few visible signs of optimism about the prospects for a deal after 13 consecutive days of high-level negotiations.
 
'Worse and Worse'
 
The U.S. is trying to ease the concerns in Israel, where Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said July 6 that the Iran deal was getting "worse and worse."
 
The administration and Congress in May approved a $1.9 billion arms sale to Israel that analysts said probably was meant to offset Israeli objections to an Iran nuclear agreement. The sale included 3,000 Hellfire anti-armor missiles, 250 AIM-120C Advanced Medium Range Air-to-Air Missiles, and 50 BLU-113 "bunker-buster" bombs. Among contractors benefiting were Lockheed, General Dynamics Corp., Raytheon and Elwood National Forge.
 
The next step would be signed contracts, a process that could take months or years.
 
Missile Defense
 
President Barack Obama promised Gulf leaders accelerated arms deliveries at a May summit he held to address their fears about an Iran deal. A final communique proposed development of a regional integrated missile-defense system.
 
"We really need to put the accelerator on that," said Derek Chollet, a former assistant secretary of defense who's now a senior adviser at the German Marshall Fund in Washington. "We will want to reassure our Gulf partners" that "their security needs will be met," Chollet said.
 
Congress already has approved billions of dollars in pending arms contracts to the Gulf. The United Arab Emirates has one valued at $130 million for 1,100 laser-guided bombs, parts and logistics from Boeing and Raytheon. Another potential contract for as much as $900 million is pending for the sale of 12 High-Mobility Artillery Rocket System launchers and 100 rockets made by Lockheed.
 
Saudi Contracts
 
The Saudi government may pursue a contract for as much as $1.9 billion in potential sales of 10 United Technologies Corp. Sikorsky MH-60R helicopters, radar and spare parts; another potential contract valued at as much as $1.75 billion is pending for as many as 202 Lockheed PAC-3 missiles and associated equipment.
 
While Gulf nations would like a "commitment that the United States would come running, what they can get is deeper cooperation, more integration and technology transfers," said Hussein Ibish, a scholar at the Arab Gulf States Institute in Washington.
 
Melissa Dalton, a fellow at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, said the U.S. could speed up spending or offer new arms deals, invest more effort in improving Gulf cybersecurity for oil and other infrastructure and increase regional military exercises.
 
Israel's Edge
 
While gaining a qualitative military edge in the region wouldn't be possible for Gulf states -- that's a privilege that U.S. law reserves for Israel -- there are "a whole set of weapons systems, most of them defensive, that would be very reassuring," Ibish said.
 
Facing defense budget pressure at home and competition from European companies attempting to capitalize on doubts about America's reliability, U.S. contractors have reason to seize the opportunity.
 
Saudi Arabia is already getting reassurances from Washington, said Bruce Riedel, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution. The U.S. is providing the kingdom with intelligence and logistics support in its war against the Houthis in Yemen, where Saudi bombing and a sea blockade have led the United Nations to declare its highest-level humanitarian emergency.
 
"In my view, we're doing that much more to keep them on board on the P5+1 issue than it is anything about Yemen," Riedel said, referring to shorthand for the six powers negotiating with Iran. "I don't think the United States has a real dog in the fight between the Houthis and the House of Saud."
 
Assuaging the Saudis
 
U.S. efforts to assuage Saudi Arabia also can be seen in the recent move to remove limits on security assistance to neighboring Bahrain, imposed because of a 2011 crackdown on public demonstrations and human rights violations. "While we do not think that the human rights situation in Bahrain is adequate," according to a State Department statement, "Bahrain has made some meaningful progress."
 
State Department spokesman John Kirby cautioned against linking that step and the Iran talks, saying on June 30 that there was "no connection to that whatsoever."
 
"Certainly" there's a connection, Riedel said. "Bahrain is a wholly owned satellite of the kingdom."
 
"Clearly Linked"
 
Yiftah Shapir, who heads the Middle East Military Balance project at Tel Aviv's Institute for National Security Studies, said items such as the Hellfire missiles and bunker-buster bombs are often sold to Israel in separate deals. Given the timing, "there's no doubt that packaging them all together in one sale" was "clearly linked to the Iran agreement," he said.
 
There's been no discussion between Israel and the U.S. about a possible post-deal package to ease Tel Aviv's concerns, and it will take months to craft one, analysts said.
 
"That discussion will only take place when it's clear this deal will not only be signed by Congress, but implemented and implemented successfully," said Aaron David Miller, a vice president at the Wilson Center in Washington.
 
When that day comes, "there's lots of things the Israelis might ask for," said Michael Eisenstadt, a military analyst with the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, including help paying for V-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft that Israel's military recently had to delay for budget reasons.
 
"But none will assuage their concern short of" the U.S. Massive Ordnance Penetrator, a precision-guided, 30,000-pound bunker-buster bomb, and a possible delivery system, Eisenstadt said. He said he didn't see the U.S. providing Israel with either the bomb or a delivery system.
 
Dalton of the Center for Strategic and International Studies said the U.S. could increase its intelligence-sharing with Israel and establish common "indications and warnings" to determine whether Iran is reneging on an agreement and to monitor regional threats such as operations by Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.
 
Financial Aid
 
The U.S. could help with more financial aid so Israel can buy additional missile defense capability and more than the 33 Lockheed F-35 jets currently on contract, according to a Washington-based defense analyst who closely follows Israel and asked not to be identified discussing potential accommodations for the U.S. ally.
 
Riedel said he was skeptical that any offers will ease Israeli frustration. "I don't know what the president does to buy off Bibi," Riedel said, using Netanyahu's nickname. "I don't think he can."
 
Instead, Riedel sees the Israeli prime minister taking his fight against the Iran deal to Congress. "That's where the fight is going to be, and it's going to be ugly," he said.
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Strange Animal Behavior around the World Reminiscent of the Ten Plagues - By Rivkah Lambert Adler -
http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/44652/mother-nature-messiah-collide-world-witnessing-ten-plagues-inspiration/#y223Zl3gM7t8Zs4Y.97 
 
 
"Who teaches us [more] than the beasts of the earth, and Who makes us wiser than the birds of the skies?" (Job 25:11)
 
All over the world, and especially in the US, unusual animal behaviors are causing some to ponder whether the world is witnessing a reprise of the Biblical Ten Plagues.
 
On Sakhalin Island in the far eastern side of Russia, remains of an unidentified sea creature, twice the size of a human, washed ashore a few days ago. The marine animal has a furry tail and a long, bird-like beak, but does not resemble any known creature.
 
Maine Police closed Wells Beach over the weekend after multiple witnesses spotted a six-foot long shark a mile off the coast. Shark sightings are uncommon in the summer months. Wells Police were quoted in the Boston Globe saying "These sightings are not infrequent; however, this sighting is abnormal given the time of year and proximity to the beach."
 
Although the shark in Maine turned out to be a basking shark and not a Great White as was first feared, North Carolina is experiencing a rash of shark attacks. In mid-June, two teens were badly injured, including a 13 year-old girl who lost part of her arm. Four additional shark attacks occurred in North Carolina within a two week period.
 
A 20-foot long basking shark was caught in southwestern Australia last week. This species, the same one spotted in Maine, hasn't been seen in the region in 80 years. The last one was caught in the 1930s.
 
In Southern California, masses of red tuna crabs washed ashore, carpeting the beaches with red. Each red tuna crab is no more than 3 inches long, but when their carcasses are piled on top of one another, they resemble a thick red carpet.
 
The Pacific Ocean is also the site of a huge and unprecedented toxic algae bloom that runs from Santa Barbara north to Alaska. In essence, a large portion of the Pacific Ocean is being engulfed by the growth of algae that produces domoic acid, which can poison humans.
 
All of these incidents have been reported in worldwide news in the past few weeks. Add to these the dramatic weather events of recent months and it is possible to conclude that, just as He did in the original Ten Plagues in Egypt, God is displaying His power over nature.
 
Rabbi Pinchas Winston, who writes extensively about the End of Days, teaches that everything that happened during the Exodus from Egypt will recur some form in the generation just before the Messiah is revealed. Winston told Breaking Israel News, "Many know that a comparison is made between the redemption from Egypt and the final one for which we now wait. However, few know just how comparable they are."
 
Rabbi Nir Ben Artzi, a mystical rabbi from Southern Israel who publishes a weekly column about world events that is distributed in synagogues throughout Israel, connects all these news stories to the coming Redemption.
 
He explains, "The changing weather, all of the conflict in the world and the forces of nature - it is all fear of God. It is not usual and not easy when the crowning of the King Messiah is near."
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The Rapture and the Thief in the Night - Trailer
 
 
We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
"The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" will be released on *7/23/15, Pre-Order your copy today. When you Pre-Order one of our videos, not only are you making sure that you will be one of the first to receive it, you are also helping to fund the video. 
 
 
To Pre-Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
If you feel led to help us offset the production cost of this video, please use the following link to make a tax deductible donation, thanks and God Bless.
  
 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/donations.html
  
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
 
 
	[image: CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs]

	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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	Welcome to Prophecy Update




VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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10 Very Strange Things That Have Happened In Just The Past Few Weeks - By Michael Snyder -
http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/10-very-strange-things-that-have-happened-in-just-the-past-few-weeks 
 
 
Have you noticed that events have begun to accelerate?  Over the past few weeks, things have officially started to get very weird.  Chinese stocks are crashing, the Greek debt crisis is spiraling out of control, the New York Stock Exchange was down for about four hours on Wednesday thanks to a "technical glitch", and global politicians have been acting very strangely.  After several years of relative calm, could it be possible that the second half of 2015 will usher in a time of chaos and confusion on a worldwide scale?  Personally, I have never been more concerned about a period of time as I am about the last six months of 2015.  And if I am right, what we have seen so far is just the tip of the iceberg.  The following are 10 very strange things that have happened in just the past few weeks...
 
#1 On Wednesday, the New York Stock Exchange, United Airlines and the Wall Street Journal were all taken down by unexpected "technical glitches".  Authorities are assuring us that hackers were not responsible for any of this.
 
#2 In China, a full-blown stock market crash is unfolding.  The Shanghai Composite Index has plummeted more than 30 percent in less than a month, and the Chinese version of the NASDAQ has dropped by more than 40 percent.  The amount of "paper wealth" that has been lost in China is 15 times greater than the GDP of Greece.
 
#3 Just the other day, hackers were able to hack into a German surface-to-air missile battery...
 
 
Well, this is absolutely terrifying. According to The Local, hackers attacked a German Patriot surface-to-air missile battery, like the one shown above, stationed along the Turkish-Syria border. The cyber-attack caused the battery to carryout "unexplained" orders.
 
It's believed that cyber attackers managed to exploit the Patriot battery in two different ways. The first exploit was through the Sensor-Shooter-Interoperability, which controls interactions between the actual, physical missile launcher and its control system, while the other was on the guidance chip. These weaknesses could have allowed the hackers to steal data or, more worryingly, actually take control of the battery.
 
#4 Earlier this week, Barack Obama told reports that "we're speeding up training of ISIL forces"... https://youtu.be/p2NkjNvwuaU   
 
#5 Just a few days ago, the U.S. Mint announced that they were sold out of American Eagle silver coins on the exact same day that the price of silver hit a new low for 2015.  How does that make any sense?
 
#6 On June 30th, an unexpected blood moon was seen over a significant portion of the United States.  This also happens to be the exact day when the Supreme Court gay marriage decision came out.  The following is an excerpt from a recent article by Caiden Cowger...
 
On June 30, 2015, a surprise blood moon appeared in the sky, that was only seen in the United States.
 
According to the National Weather Service, large wildfires in Canada have been burning. Due to extremely high winds, smoke from these fires have traveled into the United States.
 
According to NBC-Chattanooga, "the smoke should remain in the higher atmosphere and not affect air quality, it gives the moon and sun a rosy glow.
 
Here's what causes the effect:
 
As light from the moon or sun enters the atmosphere it gets scattered by particles like water, aerosols, and in this case smoke. Green, blue, and purple colors are sent in all directions but colors with longer wavelengths like red, orange and yellow continue through the atmosphere and remain visible to the human eye."
 
#7 Even though NASA recently stated that they know of "no asteroid or comet currently on a collision course with Earth" and that "no large object is likely to strike the Earth any time in the next several hundred years",  NASA has teamed up with the National Nuclear Security Administration to try to figure out a way to use nuclear weapons to destroy asteroids that are threatening our planet.  If there is no threat, why spend so much time and energy on this?
 
#8 A couple of weeks ago, we learned that Barack Obama has issued 19 "secret directives".  What is Obama planning, and why won't he let the general public know about it?
 
#9 This week, Pope Francis called for the creation of "a new economic and ecological world order where the goods of the Earth are shared by everyone, not just exploited by the rich."  So exactly what would such a "world order" look like?
 
#10 The Greek people just overwhelmingly voted to reject austerity, so EU officials have responded by giving the Greek government a one week deadline to come to an agreement that will include even more austerity for the Greek people.  If the Greek government does not submit, EU officials are threatening them with bankruptcy, the collapse of their banking system and expulsion from the euro.
 
Things promise to only get stranger from here.  One week from today, on July 15th, a massive military exercise known as "Jade Helm" begins.  More than 1,000 members of the U.S. military will be taking part in drills that will be conducted in the states of Texas, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, Utah, California, Mississippi and Florida.
 
Then in September comes the end of the Shemitah year, the fourth blood moon of this tetrad, the launch of a radical new sustainable development agenda at the United Nations that is being endorsed by the Pope, and a vote on a UN Security Council resolution that would formally establish a Palestinian state.
 
And that is just the stuff that we know about.



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	[bookmark: e][image: e]
Just a Matter of Time - By Daymond Duck - http://www.raptureready.com/featured/duck/dd182.html
  
 
  
In Nov. 2010, Pres. Obama travelled to Mumbai, India where he said, "There is going to be a tug-of-war within the U.S. between those who see globalization (world government) as a threat and those who accept that we live in an open integrated (merged) world." These words indicate that world government is coming to the U.S. and it will cause problems.
 
On July 22, 2014, at a DNC fund raiser in Seattle, Pres. Obama was talking about the state of the world when he said, "Part of people's concern is just the sense that around the world the old order isn't holding and we're not quite yet to where we need to be in terms of a new order that's based on a different set of principles, that's based on a sense of common humanity, that's based on economies that work for all people."
 
Put another way, Pres. Obama was saying he believes our sovereign government is outdated and holding back his agenda, but the world is not quite ready for the new world order (world government) that will be based on a different set of laws (world laws) and the idea that everyone is equal (citizens of the world not citizens of a nation) and a one-world economic system (wealth redistribution).
 
The Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) is an eleven-nation secret international document that is being written like a treaty, but it is being called a trade agreement. Leaked reports say the TPP has 29 chapters but only 5 are about trade.
 
The other 24 chapters are about the environment, global immigration, global wealth redistribution, global education (Common Core), human rights (children's rights; gay rights, same-sex marriage), gun control, healthcare, women's reproductive rights (abortion), sustainable development (Agenda 21, the Earth Charter) and other global goals.
 
Critics say the TPP destroys the U.S. Constitution; the U.S. will never be able to go back to the Constitution again. It speeds up the development of the North American Union providing a framework for world government and speeds that up. It provides a framework for a new world economic system; it establishes laws and courts that will dictate to nations (including the U.S.) the laws that they must pass; it changes immigration laws (erases borders in many nations) and places everyone under the control of a ruling elite that ordinary citizens cannot vote for, remove or replace.
 
Even worse, the House Ways and Means Committee called it a "Living Agreement." This means in the future the ruling elite can change anything they want to change and all of the agreeing nations will be bound by those changes.
 
That is like giving someone an unending supply of signed blank checks that they can fill in for any amount they want at any time they want and the one who signed them has to make them good. Suppose the ruling elite pass a law that everyone has to take a "mark" to buy and sell. Every country will have to change their laws to force people to comply.
 
The TPA is a second bill that gives the Pres. fast-track authority to negotiate and sign the TPP and at least two other trade agreements (the Trade in Services Agreement or TiSA and the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership or TTIP).  U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions said these agreements encompass "three-fourths of the world economy and up to ninety percent of the world economy when including countries whose membership is being courted."
 
These agreements require every nation that signs them to have the same laws. Up to ninety percent of the world's economy will be required to have the same laws. They also allow a controlling economic council to write and impose new binding laws on every nation covered by the agreements. (Could this be the 10 kings?)
 
Let's consider some of these things. There is a reason why Pres. Obama wanted to keep them secret and the Republican leadership helped him do it.
 
Pres. Obama is a committed globalist who has insisted that aspects of the globalist agenda be included in the TPP. The globalist agenda includes deciding who writes the laws and what laws are passed; control over all private property; authority over how all land and resources can be used; the right to decide where all buildings can and cannot be built, and where all roads and utilities can and cannot be built.
 
The TPP includes the right to tell people where they can and cannot live and work; the authority to protect fish, seals, trees, wetlands; and the authority to stop all kinds of land and water pollution, etc. Globalists want to reduce the world's population; redefine marriage; tell parents how many children they can have; tell couples how they can and cannot discipline their children, keep abortion legal and legalize euthanasia.
 
Globalists want to establish a government-approved religion, determine which religious beliefs are acceptable, replace the Ten Commandments with the Earth Charter and remove every mention of God from society. Globalists want militaries to deliver food, clean up after natural disasters and control militant citizens instead of fighting wars. They also want to erase all borders and do away with all national flags and monuments.
 
These Globalist desires are the kinds of things that people can expect to find in the 24 non-trade chapters of the TPA and in the already-planned other three agreements. Control is being given to globalists to write anything they want. The laws they write will be binding on every nation and nothing can be done to stop them. People wish that Obamacare had never been written and it is almost certain that they are going to wish that the TPA had never been written.
 
The TPP can only be stopped by a two-thirds vote in the Senate before Pres. Obama signs it in late summer or early fall, but many say there is no chance that the Senate will vote it down. In that case, it is just a matter of time until the ten regions of the prophesied one-world government and one-world religion are established. 
 
One final thing: U.S. citizens can go to www.govtrack.us and click on "voting records" to see how their senators and representatives have voted so far. Many have betrayed their constituents for campaign contributions and back-room deals.
 
Prophecy Plus Ministries
Daymond & Rachel Duck
 daymond.duck@yahoo.com 
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The prophetic people's response to a hostile society Part 1 - Bill Wilson -
www.dailyjot.com 
 
 
The Supreme Court decision legally redefining marriage has shaken most Americans to the core. Many Christian Americans see the handwriting on the wall that free speech and freedom of religion are next. Already, those who disagree with the decision are being labeled bigots, hate mongers and religious supremacists. The more that Christians are able to be slotted into these categories, the easier it will be for wicked politicians and purveyors of false doctrine to demonize Christians and take away freedom of speech and of religious expression. Act, we must. Stand, we must. But it is in how we respond that will either turn the tide of moral depravity in this nation or accelerate it into deeper darkness. 
 
Many have written asking how to respond. We need to change the dialogue. Instead of being viewed as judgmental on one end of the spectrum or hypocritical by embracing the sin (as several denominations already have done), we must study how Christ handled fallen culture and emulate him--Beginning with the pulpit. Jesus had little patience with false teachers and often warned of them. He called them hypocrites in Mark 7:6-7, "This people honor me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." In Matthew 23, Jesus called them fools, blind, whitewashed sepulchers. Those pastors, reverends, priests, who are teaching false, extra-biblical and self-indulgent doctrine need to be removed or you need to sit under a true Bible teaching pastor.
 
But to know good doctrine, you must study the word of God, especially how Jesus handled sinners. No pastor is going to stand in your place on judgment day. It will be you who will account for your life. So know your Word. Make it a point to do so. It is life or death to so many. Understand that Jesus stood the ground against sin through truth and love. He didn't judge or condemn sinners, but met them where they were and allowed them to be convicted by their own conscience. The woman at the well in John 4, the adulteress in John 8 are examples. But we must remember in John 3:17 Jesus said, "For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved."
 
It is not for us to judge or condemn. John 8:9 says, "And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience..." Stand on the truth of the Word, make it known that you have a Biblical worldview, and be wise and gentle. In summary, we need to change the conversation. Get away from or remove those pastors that are not aligned with the word of God. Know the word of God yourself, not based on some study by someone else, but on your study. The Holy Spirit will guide you if you seek the truth. Engage people through your words and actions, but allow them the freedom to be convicted by their own conscience. Understand you are a lamb among wolves and be protected and led by the Good Shepherd.  
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Daily Devotion: The Eighth Commandment - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
 
"You shall not steal." -Exodus 20:15
 
There is so much stealing in our culture today that we have almost become accustomed to it. In fact, I read about a study that was done on stealing in which people were asked why they didn't steal. The number one reason given by those polled was the fear of getting caught. The next most common reason was concern that the other person might try to get even. The third most-cited reason was that the item might not be needed. What apparently didn't occur to anyone was the fact that stealing is a sin.
 
Here is what God says about stealing: "Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need" (Ephesians 4:28).
 
In the above verse we find three simple principles about how to live our lives as Christians.
 
First, if you have stolen, steal no longer. Don't take something that doesn't belong to you. Don't illegally download stuff. Don't take things that are not yours. If you have taken something, give it back or make restitution.
 
Second, be useful. Get out and work. Get a job. The apostle Paul said in 2 Thessalonians 3:10, "For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat." The government doesn't owe you anything. Don't leech off people. Go out and be responsible and look for a job.
 
Third, be useful. Find work wherever you can find it. Do something. Make an effort. Sometimes people who are out of work will say, "I am praying the Lord will provide." That's good to pray. But have they submitted your resume anywhere? Have they applied for any jobs? Keep praying. But start looking too. 
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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 Christ Brings Division, Not Peace - Nathele Graham - twotug@embarqmail.com
 
What a world we live in. It's been turned upside down and what God declares as sin is now the law of the land. Many Christians are in a quandary about what to do, but there should be no question. As Christians we follow God, not man. Christ didn't promise us that there wouldn't be hard choices to make in order to follow Him. On the contrary, He promised division. "Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division" Luke 12:51. Christians follow Christ, but the world follows Satan. There has always been a division between Christians and the secular world and the world is hostile to Christianity. Oddly enough, as the secular world becomes increasingly hostile to Christianity they ignore Muslim atrocities, such as beheading people. Satan blinds people to truth. 
 
Sometimes we have to choose between following Christ and losing family and friends. Jesus told us that would happen. "For from henceforth there shall be five in one house divided, three against two, and two against three. The father shall be divided against the son, and the son against the father; the mother against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother; the mother in law against her daughter in law, and the daughter in law against her mother in law." Luke 12:52-53. Unless you come from a Christian home you may be rejected by your family members when you choose to follow Christ. The world doesn't understand that Christianity is a way of life and cannot be compromised or legislated. The division between Christians and those who follow the god of this world is the cause of all out persecution against Christians. It is the Christian who will be expected to accept the ways of Satan in order to keep things peaceful. Go back to Luke 12:51, Christ didn't come to bring peace on earth. Persecution is happening today as in times past when the early Christians were thrown to the lions and worse. Today we see Christians being beheaded and tortured. We need to learn from those early Christians who would not deny Christ, even in the face of prison or death.
 
Persecution of Christians began early. The Jewish leaders would not accept Christ as the Messiah and they criminalized Christianity. A man who had been lame from birth was at the gate of the Temple asking for alms. When Peter and John walked by he asked for money, "Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk." Acts 3:6. The man was healed and overjoyed. He praised God. The man had been healed by the power of God, not government enforced regulations. The bystanders were amazed and Peter preached to them proclaiming Jesus Christ. Of course this made the Jewish officials angry. Following Christ brought division and Peter and John were imprisoned. Even then the people were expected to rely on the governing body and deny Christ. Peter and John were forbidden to speak to anyone about Jesus. This is very much like what is happening today...Christianity is being criminalized. Christians need to follow Peter's example. "But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard." Acts 4:19-20. When Peter and John told the other believers what had happened, they prayed, praising God and asking for boldness as they spread the Gospel. Many Christians today deny the power of the Holy Spirit, but when those early Christians prayed they felt the ground shake and they were filled with the Holy Spirit, then went out and boldly spoke the word of God. We need to study the way those early Christians depended upon God. The division that Christ brought was not among the Christians, but between the Christians and the world. Peter and the others continued to openly preach Christ and once again were arrested. This time an angel came and freed them from prison and they went right back to preaching. When the surprised Jewish leadership didn't find them in the jail cell, but rather preaching in the Temple, Peter and the others were brought before them. When asked why they disobeyed the order that they would not speak of Jesus the answer was simple. "Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men." Acts 5:29. Well said, Peter. Peter was the one who ran and hid on the night Christ was arrested, but by the time of this incident Peter truly understood who Christ was and that God is to be obeyed over man. 
 
The division between the Jewish leaders and Christians was great. Persecution became strong against those first Christians who were in Jerusalem so many left. Saul was a very zealous persecutor of those whom he deemed were blaspheming God. When on his way to Damascus to arrest the Christians who had fled there, something miraculous happened. A light from heaven shone around him and the voice of Jesus spoke. "And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?" Acts 9:4. Did you catch that? Saul, better known today as Paul, thought that he was acting against people who believed in Christ, but in fact it was Christ he was persecuting. That's true today. It isn't individual Christians that are being persecuted, but the One we serve. The lost people of this world cannot accept Jesus and hold onto their sinful ways so they persecute our Lord. Christ causes division. The only way they think they can make their sin acceptable is to criminalize Christianity and legalize sin. They can persecute us and make Christianity illegal, but they can never take away the penalty of their sin. "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." Romans 6:23. The same man who persecuted Christ because he hated Christians became a changed man after his encounter on the road to Damascus. He gave his life to Christ and is the same man who penned the words in Romans 6:23. God can dramatically change a person and Christians are His instruments. Plant seeds by standing firm on God's word. Show God's love and mercy to those who are in need of salvation through Christ.
 
God's word never changes. God never changes. Human beings have a sin nature but when we accept Christ we are forgiven of our sin. That doesn't mean we have God's approval to continue in sin. The world may pass laws that condone the murder of babies in the womb or homosexuality, but that doesn't mean God approves. "There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." Proverbs 14:12. Secular people who reject Jesus do not care about God's ways. Christians must study God's word and understand that His Scripture is superior to man's ungodly laws. Division comes because Satan needs to make sin seem "...right unto a man". As followers of Christ we cannot compromise our Christian walk, but you need to study God's word to be sure you understand what He says and then obey. Christ told us there would be division, but He didn't say to compromise.
 
Brethren, we are facing perilous times. As Daniel's 70th week draws near, evil becomes more open and many people are not ashamed of their sin, but flaunt it. We have to make a choice. Should we compromise our faith in order to fit in with the world? No. Jesus said faith in Him would create division. Pastors will soon need to decide who they will perform wedding ceremonies for, but I would suggest that like Peter they ought to obey God rather than men. This might mean that the tax exempt status is taken away, but if money is more important than following God there is more trouble in that congregation than whose marriage a pastor will officiate over. Jesus said "No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon." Matthew 6:24. Americans never had to choose between God and country, but today a choice is being forced upon us and division is here.
 
We need to understand that those who pass laws condoning sin, as well as those who embrace and revel in that sin, condemned themselves. Now, let me back up a bit. If someone has truly accepted Christ their past, present, and future sin is forgiven. The outward evidence of accepting Christ is moving away from worldly sin and conforming your life to Christ. If you can condone any sin that God abhors, then you need to examine yourself to determine if you truly have accepted Christ. If you haven't truly accepted Him then you have condemned yourself to eternity in the Lake of Fire. "He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God." John 3:18. You may be able to convince yourself that you can embrace sin and follow Christ, but you will never convince God. 
 
As Christians take an uncompromising stance on God's word, remember one other point which cannot be compromised. God is love. Not only does He love us, but He IS love. "Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love." 1 John 4:7. Even though our faith may cause division it is of the utmost importance that we show God's love to everyone. After all, we are also sinners but have been forgiven. "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." Romans 5:8. Our commission is to go into the world and share the Gospel. We cannot win souls by watering down the Gospel, nor will any be won through anger. 
 
A Pharisee asked Jesus which is the great commandment in the law. "Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets." Matthew 22:37-40. Christians, let's remember to love God first, then love our neighbor. If division happens, it is only because the unsaved of this world have hardened their hearts to the love of Jesus.
 
God bless you all, 
 
Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com 
www.straitandnarrowministry.com 
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com 
 
Ron Graham's previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html  
 
All original scripture is "theopneustos" God breathed.
 
If you'd like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries just drop me an email and let me know.
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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