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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
BLACK MONDAY: FTSE Tanks, China Sinks, Dollar Tumbles
Wall Street Slammed Amid Global-Growth Fears
Dow Jones plunges 1,000 points in opening moments of trading
Households just saw $1.8 trillion in wealth vanish as stocks fall 
The World's Richest People Lost Another $124 Billion on Monday 
Trading was halted 1,200 times Monday
NYSE Will Suspend Stock Trading If S&P 500 Index Plunges 7%
Stock Markets' Wild Ride Likely Just the Beginning, Experts Say
U.S. presidential candidates blame China, the Fed, Obama for stocks rout
Starbucks' CEO sends bizarre memo telling baristas to be nicer because of the stock turmoil
Oil rebounds after sharp losses, but China worries weigh
Market mayhem: China sneezes, world catches pneumonia
Chinese stocks tumble again as other Asian markets rebound 
China stock market panic shows what happens when stimulants wear off 
China censoring Black Monday on country's biggest search engine, Baidu, stopping citizens looking for information about financial chaos
In China, a ghost town points to shifting fortunes
European stocks lose more than 500b. euros in value after China rout 
Stock up on canned food for stock market crash, warns former Gordon Brown adviser
Latin American Currencies Sink to 22-Year Low as Stocks Tumble 
Analysis: Shaky global economy should push Israel to become more competitive 
Study: Peace would boost Israel's economy $123b by 2024 
Palestinian official warns of ISIS takeover if peace process not advanced 
ISIS returnees in Europe main threat to Israeli, Jewish targets 
Travel warnings for Israelis amid ISIS fears
Islamic State claims to kill 30 for sodomy, UN meeting told 
UNESCO: Islamic State's destruction of Roman temple in Syria is war crime 
New Report of ISIS Using Poison Gas in Syria
The U.S. And Turkey Will Soon Launch 'Comprehensive' Operations Against ISIS
Assad: Fighting 'Terrorists' More Important than Fighting Israel
Assad: Rebel fighters in Syria are more dangerous than Israeli air strikes 
Israel 'very interested' in strengthening relations with Kurds 
Two dead after clashes at Palestinian refugee camp in Lebanon 
Settlers take EU to court for funding illegal Palestinian building 
Far-right rabbinical group pens letter calling Jewish terror suspects 'praiseworthy' 
Complaint claims US taxpayer dollars subsidizing Jewish terrorism in Israel
UN Watch: UNRWA school Facebook cartoon posts 'inciting murder of Jews'
'Israel to open Iranian embassy' reads Tel Aviv billboard 
IDF 'more ready than ever' to strike Iran, security official says
White House: Iran deal 'sound' and consistent with IAEA practices 
White House says sees momentum for Iran nuclear deal in US Senate 
Britain says Iran sanctions could be lifted next spring 
'Boko Haram Has Killed 8,000 Members of Our Church,' Says Nigerian Pastor of 176 Kidnapped Chibok Schoolgirls
Amid Tensions With Russia, U.S. to Deploy F-22 Fighter Jets to Europe
Ukraine faces risky year fighting to escape Russian orbit: Poroshenko
S. Korea agrees to end propaganda as North expresses regret for provocations
North, South Korea to lift quasi-state of war, increase civil interaction 
5.7 magnitude earthquake hits near L'Esperance Rock, New Zealand
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Banda Aceh, Indonesia
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Ust'-Kamchatsk Staryy, Russia
Cotopaxi volcano in Ecuador erupts to 28.000ft
Ubinas volcano in Peru erupts to 24,000ft
Sheveluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 20,000ft
Karymsky volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 18,000ft
Santa Maria volcano in Guatemala erupts to 16,000ft
Colima volcani in Mexico erupts to 16,000ft
Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 13.000ft
Typhoon Goni unleashes 159 mph wind gust on its path toward southern Japan
In Japan, 280,000 evacuated as typhoon approaches 
Flooding Downpours Hammer Hawaii as Kilo Pushes Away
NOAA: Atlantic Hurricane Drought Hits Record 118 Months
Hurricane Danny fizzles: Why are there fewer big hurricanes? 
Danny to Bring Beneficial Rain to Drought-Stricken Northern Caribbean Islands
Tropical Storm Erika Born in the Atlantic, to Threaten Leeward Islands at Midweek
Papua New Guinea drought could be worst in decades
Record wildfire in Washington gets international, local help
Greenland glacier loses chunk the size of Manhattan
Trains Could Soon See "Airport-Level" Security
Authorities foil drone-delivery of porn, drugs and gun to Maryland prison
California lawmakers approve drone trespassing crime bills 
FAA: Drone over Obama in South Florida had Secret Service on alert
'Flakka,' the new killer drug, is spreading across the country 
'Major step' toward universal flu vaccine: studies
WHO chief calls for urgent transformation of global epidemic response
StemExpress CEO Now Denies Planned Parenthood Sells It Fully Intact Aborted Babies
Ohio mulls Down syndrome abortion ban, Kasich mum for now
Union U. Quits CCCU Over Mennonite Members' Same-Sex Marriage Moves
Denver Stalls Chick-fil-A Lease Due to Its Stand on Same-Sex Marriage
Ashley Madison: 'Suicides' over website hack
UK City Councilman Seeking Crackdown on Street Preachers: It Is 'Improper' to 'Talk About Morality'
3rd-grade Common Core lesson plan presents messianic view of Obama - literally
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: Matthew 24:34 and "This Generation"
1. Iran Deal Will Trigger Major War in Middle East 
1. IDF "more ready than ever" to strike Iran, security official says  
1. ISIS Document Reveals Vision of Armageddon 
1. Nearing Midnight: Why Syria Is Such a Mess 
1. A Coming Sino-Philippine War? 
1. Daily Jot: The stock market, judgment, and you 
1. Daily Devotion: A Walk of Faith 
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Matthew 24:34 and "This Generation" - By John McTernan - http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/mcternan5.html
 
"Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled" (Matthew 24:34).
 
Some years ago I debated two atheists, Dan and Bill Courtney from the New York State Free Thinkers. During the debate we discussed the topic of Bible prophecy. The atheists took the position that Matthew 24:34 was a false prophecy by Jesus Christ because His generation passed away and the events prophesied did not take place. This is a common argument by many who attack the authority of the Bible. The Muslims often use this verse when I debate them.
 
Within Christianity, a doctrine called preterism (means past) also believes that this verse pertains to the generation of Jesus Christ. The preterists believe that all prophecy was fulfilled by 70 AD with the extreme view believing that Jesus Christ returned in 70 AD. Because this verse is so often used to attack the authority of Bible prophecy, it is very important to be grounded in the truth of this Scripture.
 
There are two keys to understanding the prophecy of Jesus Christ's Second Coming as revealed in Matthew 24, also known as the Olivet Discourse. The first is to understand Matthew 24:3, while the second is that Mark and Luke also write about this topic. The three gospels together: Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 are called synoptic and need to be studied together for the complete picture and understanding.
 
Jesus Christ and His disciples were in Jerusalem at the temple. He warned them that the temple was going to be destroyed. The disciples were upset upon hearing this and asked three questions. The questions are found in Matthew 24:3, which becomes very important because it is the basis for understanding Jesus Christ's words found in Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21. These topics must be kept in mind when reading the chapters to understand what question He was addressing. The three questions are:
 
1. When shall these things be? (This is the coming destruction of the temple that was currently standing.)
 
2. What shall be the sign of your (Second) coming?
 
3. The end of the world.
 
"And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, 'Tell us, (1)  when shall these things be? and (2) what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of (3) the end of the world?'" (Matthew 24:3).
 
With this in mind, let's look at Matthew 24:34 in the context which it was located. In the preceding verses, the Lord was addressing question two which is the "sign of his coming."  
 
This is found in verses 29-31.:  
 
"Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other" (Matthew 24:29-31).
 
These verses are about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ and the events preceding His return. They are not about the coming destruction of the temple. Then in the following verse, He gives a parable about the "fig tree" putting forth its leaves you know the summer is near. The fig tree blooms very late in the spring, and when it does summertime is very close. The fig tree becomes a timepiece or calendar for an event.
 
"Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh" (Matthew 24:32).
 
The use of the word "fig tree" is very significant because in the Bible it can represent the nation of Israel. God uses this metaphor and others like it because the nation is supposed to bear spiritual fruit for Him. This is a very important parable as it is found in three gospel accounts: here in Matthew as well as Mark 13:28 and Luke 21:29. The fig tree represents Israel. The foundation of the fig tree representing Israel is found in the Old Testament:
 
"I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the first ripe in the  fig tree at her first time" (Hosea 9:10).
 
When studying the gospels, there are many times that the Lord uses a parable about the fig tree. They are usually about bearing fruit, which Israel was not, and the subsequent destruction of the tree for being fruitless. In Matthew 24:32, Jesus Christ is talking about the fig tree coming to life and getting ready to bear fruit and not its destruction.
 
The context of Matthew 24:34 is the generation that sees the events coming to pass regarding the end of the age and the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus. THIS generation shall not pass until all the events are fulfilled. Let's look at the entire section in context to see that the generation in focus is the one that is living during the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, and it is not the generation that sees the destruction of the temple. These are two separate events.
 
"Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
 
 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled" (Matthew 24:29-34).
 
Luke 21 gives a tremendous key to understanding the setting of the generation mentioned in Matthew 24:34. Luke establishes the connection with the destruction of Jerusalem (question one) and then restoration of the city (question two). So events involving Jerusalem become the setting for the final generation.  
 
In verses 20 and 21, Luke writes about the destruction of the city and what to look for. This is describing when Jerusalem is about to be destroyed. Jerusalem eventually was destroyed in 70 AD by the Roman army, thus fulfilling the warning of Jesus Christ. This answers the first question: "When shall these things be?"
 
"And when ye shall see  Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto" (Luke 21:20-21).
 
Luke then goes on to say that the destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity of the Jewish people would not last forever. That Jerusalem would be under the control of the non Jews for only a certain period of time. Jesus Christ referred to this as the "times of the Gentiles." The exact length of time was not mentioned, but the conclusion would be known as prophetic events would focus on Jerusalem.
 
"And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem  shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled" (Luke 21:24).
 
The prophet Zechariah also wrote that just prior to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ Jerusalem would again be the capital of a Jewish state, and the city would be the focus of world attention and massive world wars. The wars would end in the battle of Armageddon and the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.Christ then returns to Jerusalem and this ends the "times of the Gentiles."
 
"In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem" (Zechariah 12:6).
 
The Second Coming of Jesus Christ comes at the end of the non Jewish control of Jerusalem. So according to the synoptic gospels regarding the Olivet Discourse, we could be the generation that will not pass away until all things be fulfilled. Just prior to the return of Jesus Christ, the world will be in an upheaval.  
 
The sun and moon will show signs that perplex people. On earth, nature will be convulsing with worldwide massive earthquakes and the oceans roaring. The events are so frightening that men's hearts will fail seeing what is happening. Events like these have never happened before but will just prior to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. These events are warnings to the world of Christ's return.
 
 "And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.  And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory" (Luke 21:25-27).
 
Today, after 1900 years, the Jews are once again back on the land and Israel is a nation. As prophesied by Jesus Christ and the prophets, Jerusalem is once again the capital of a Jewish nation. Hebrew was a dead language, but it was revived and is the national language of Israel. The Israelis even have shekels for money! The fig tree is once again ready to bloom, so we know that "the summer is nigh" or Second Coming of Jesus Christ is near.  
 
This is the generation that was mentioned in Matthew 24:34. This is the generation that shall see the end of the age and the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.
 
"Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled" (Luke 21:32).
 
The Lord then went on to say we should watch for we never know when these events might start taking place.
 
"Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come" (Matthew 24:42).
 
The watching was not limited to the generation of Jesus Christ but every generation until He returns. This is a sign that someone is a real Christian, when he is living with the Blessed Hope: Looking for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.
 
"So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation" (Hebrews 9:28).
 
"And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come" (1 Thessalonians 1:10).
 
 "Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:13).
 
 http://defendproclaimthefaith.org/blog/ 
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Iran Deal Will Trigger Major War in Middle East - http://www.jewishpress.com/indepth/analysis/iran-deal-will-trigger-major-war-in-middle-east/2015/08/25/
 
If someone had asked you a year ago what would be the most efficient way to cause a major war in the Middle East, you might well have said: Giving the mullahs in Iran the opportunity to get advanced conventional weapons, ICBMs, nuclear weapons and tens of billions of dollars to fund terrorist organizations and destabilize other countries in the region. You might have argued that a regime that does not hesitate to attack targets in Washington or Berlin might not be the most prudent one to shower with gigantic quantities of money and the deadliest weapons.
 
If one knows anything about the regime in Iran, it is difficult to understand how U.S. President Barack Obama's agreement with Iran could create anything other than chaos and war in the Middle East.
 
The content of the Iran nuclear agreement creates the perfect conditions for a major war in the Middle East - one that could spread and start a major regional conflict.
 
Despite what President Obama likes to say, it is not true that the agreement "permanently prohibits Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon" or "cuts off all of Iran's pathways to a bomb". The agreement means that the U.S. has accepted that after 15 years, or sooner, Iran may build as many bombs as it likes.
 
The Islamic Republic of Iran, since its founding in 1979, has had an ideology that seeks to "export the Islamic revolution." The phrase is not just a catchword for the mullahs. They have done it in practice, if necessary by force. After coming to power in 1979, the leader of the revolution, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, called on the Shi'ite Muslims in Iraq to revolt and establish an Islamic republic. The mullahs' effort to export the Islamic revolution to Iraq was one of the causes of the Iran-Iraq War, which lasted eight years and resulted in possibly a million deaths. Despite intense resistance from Arab countries, Khomeini's Islamic revolution has been successfully exported to Lebanon, Gaza, Yemen, Syria and Iraq.
 
Iran is not a country busy trying to preserve its own sovereignty. Iran, instead, undermines other countries' sovereignty. In the case of Israel's, the regime in Iran is threatening the nation's entire existence. Even more astonishing is that the president of the United States gets peevish - and threatens American Jews - when Israel's prime minister reminds the public of that.
 
The regime in Iran has carried out terror attacks against Americans in Lebanon[1] and in European cities. A German court has stated that Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, organized terrorist attacks in Germany. Several times, Iranian agents have been arrested in Europe when they were attempting to organize terror attacks.
 
Iran was behind the World Trade center attacks.
 
As late as 2011, Iran planned to assassinate the Saudi ambassador and attack the Israeli and Saudi embassies in Washington.
 
Iranian forces, both directly and through Hezbollah proxies, have been responsible for over 1,000 American military fatalities over the last decade and a half. Iran has continuously backed the Lebanese terror group Hezbollah, providing it with money, training, and weapons.
 
Iran's regime is, contrary to rumors, extremely pragmatic: it sees that no matter what it does, its survival is not threatened even slightly. Iran's regime sees - as does everyone else - that even the worst transgressions are, on the contrary, rewarded.
 
The regime is simply following Khomeini's original ideology to "export the revolution" and to fight against Western influence, which he called "Westoxification."
 
Iran's regime has always done what it says it will do. Experience shows that when the mullahs in Iran say "Death to America," they mean it with actual and real consequences. When the mullahs first shouted "Death to America," a slogan that started in 1978-1979 in response to American support for the Shah, they followed that up by having the Iranian-backed Hezbollah kill 241 American soldiers in Beirut on October 23, 1983. Iran then continued to ensure that Americans died in Iraq and Afghanistan during the Iraq- and Afghanistan wars.
 
In the same vein, when the Iranian regime shouts "Death to Israel," it sends weapons and resources to Hamas and Hezbollah, while organizing a conference for the world's anti-Semites who deny that the Holocaust happened.
 
This is the Iranian regime with which the current U.S. administration would like seal a deal, under which Iran will, after 10-15 years - or sooner - be legitimately able to enrich sufficient quantities of uranium to produce many nuclear weapons.
 
For each of the 36 years the Iranian regime has been in power, despite strong resistance from Arab countries, Turkey, Israel and the United States, its influence and ambitions have increased. There is no reason to think that with an infusion of $150 billion, the regime in Tehran will not be even more aggressive and proceed to build its nuclear bomb.
 
The regime in Iran has demonstrated no plans to become less militant, create a democracy, or even to release the American hostages it continues to hold on trumped-up charges in unspeakable Iranian prisons.
 
Part of the regime's triumph even seems to consist in humiliating the United States as exhaustively as it can.
 
The P5+1 (China, France, Russia, the UK, and the US; plus Germany) have agreed that Iran can buy conventional weapons after five years, and ICBMs after eight years. But why would any civilized nation allow a country that arms terrorist groups such as Hezbollah and Hamas to buy advanced conventional weapons? They will simply be passed on to Hamas and Hezbollah. Iran does not even deny that it supports Hamas and Hezbollah.
 
Iran already has missiles that can reach Israel and parts of Europe. Iran already has supplied missiles, such as the Fajr 5, to Hezbollah. Why would anyone allow a country that gives missiles to terrorists to get hold of ICBMs that can be fired from one continent to another?
 
It is also Iran's official government policy that Israel should be destroyed. Why does the U.S. wish to allow a regime that wants to destroy America's closest ally in the Middle East to get more advanced conventional - and later, nuclear - weapons?
 
If you listen to the mullahs in Tehran, Americans and Israelis are the targets. Therefore, these conventional weapons will be directed against the Americans and Israelis, wherever they are.
 
That the mullahs, thanks to this deal, will get $150 billion is not rational. When a country or organization supports terrorism, you freeze its assets. Iran continues openly to support terrorism; this deal gives Iran access to $150 billion dollars to support more terrorism.
 
Under the agreement, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) can inspect only Iran's declared nuclear facilities - and that only with a 24-day delay, in addition to having to disclose to the Iranians what evidence has caused the site to be inspected.
 
The IAEA, however, even at its best, has never found anything. Iran's secret nuclear program was discovered by an Iranian opposition group, the National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI), in 2002. There is nothing that says Iran will not have more secret nuclear programs unavailable to the IAEA.
 
The entire agreement is based on these mullahs showing goodwill towards the West, which they no doubt see as a threat that could lure their people away from the righteous course of Islamism. President Obama's approach seems to be based on the hope that one of the most fanatical regimes in the world will suddenly become honest and peaceful - that the same regime that shouts "Death to America" will actually present all its military installations and secrets to its archenemy, the United States, through the good offices of the IAEA.
 
Let us not ask President Obama to care about all those wrongly imprisoned, tortured and hanged in Iran every year. Let us not ask President Obama to care about Iranians who would like the same democracy and the freedom they begged him for in 2009. President Obama needs only to maintain peace and stability in the Middle East. But allowing these mullahs to get advanced conventional weapons in five years, ICBMs in eight years, and nuclear weapons in 15 years - or sooner - is to create the conditions for a larger regional conflict that, in this era of globalization, will surely spread to the West.
 
If this agreement were about peace, why do the Iranians need more weapons? If Iran wants peace, why don't they scrap their missile program and stop supporting terrorist organizations that want to destroy Israel? If Iran wants peace, why does it want weapons that can reach other continents? Which country is threatening Iran's sovereignty today that makes Iran want more advanced weapons?
 
If anyone has ICBMs and says "Death to America", what do you think he will do with those ICBMs?
 
There are those who compare the Iran deal to the Munich Agreement of 1938. The Iran deal is much worse. Hitler duped Chamberlain and presented himself as a man of peace. No one has duped President Obama. The mullahs openly say "Death to America" and "Death to Israel," and have backed up their words with actions.
 
It was the Iranians who helpfully exposed inconsistencies in the nuclear deal, which the U.S. government had presumably hoped to hide from Americans, such as two side-deals Iran has with the IAEA.[2]
 
Why would an American president do this? Does he not know at whom the Iranians will point their ICBMs?
 
This deal, combined with the expansionist policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran, can only lead directly to the biggest war of the 21st-century - Obama's War, even if he is not in office any more. The mullahs will not start loving Israel. The Saudis, Turks, Egyptians and Emiratis are not just going to sit and watch Iran get nuclear weapons. No Arab country wants to be the next Syria, Lebanon, Yemen or Iraq, and Israelis have no desire to be, as threatened, wiped off the map.
 
The alternative is to walk away from the deal. Instead of a major war becoming the only scenario, the worst-case scenario would become a limited bombing campaign now to prevent the Iranian regime from obtaining nuclear weapons.
 
Even if the results lasted, as critics charge, "only" two or three years, at least Iran - and global onlookers - would understand that there are real consequences for rogue behavior; and that there could always be further rounds later, if needed.
 
At the very least, massive damage to select nuclear facilities would not be seen as a reward. In the worst-case scenario, walking away from the deal still leaves the world in a position of deterrence that offers it better choices before Iran becomes nuclear, not after.
 
Even no deal with Iran leads to a more peaceful and stable Middle East than President Obama's bad deal.
 
[1] In 1983, a U.S. Marines barracks was attacked by terrorists from Hezbollah, who were backed, supported, and directed by Iran.
 
[2] A Persian-language statement that described the original agreement with Obama had a number of inconsistencies with the English version, some of which go completely against the agreement itself.
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IDF 'more ready than ever' to strike Iran, security official says - http://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-more-ready-than-ever-to-strike-iran-security-official-says/
 
Though military option is not likely at this point, army is constantly adapting and improving for possible attack, Walla reports
 
The Israeli military is readier now than it ever has been to carry out a strike on Iran's nuclear facilities should it be instructed to do so, a senior security official told Walla news Monday. 
 
"Every year that passes, the IDF improves," the unnamed official said. "We never stand still. The professional level increases. In the coming year we will receive another submarine, F-35 fighter jets and other platforms. Intelligence is improving as well," he said.
 
He noted that Israel's defensive capabilities against Iranian retaliation were also constantly improving.
 
But the news site noted that the military option had essentially been suspended in recent years and would not be easily reinstated unless there is a fundamental change in the political landscape, or a serious development in Iran's alleged progress towards a nuclear bomb.
 
A strike is looking increasingly unlikely following July's nuclear accord between Iran and world powers - the US, EU, Russia and China.
 
According to the Walla report, IDF Chief of Staff Gadi Eizenkot instructed his deputy, Major General Yair Golan, to reevaluate the military's plans in light of the accord and adapt them to recent developments.
 
Israel has been abuzz in recent days over newly released recordings made by former prime minister and defense minister Ehud Barak which revealed purported Israeli deliberations on ultimately abandoned strikes on Iran.
In the tapes, Barak claims that he and Netanyahu wanted to attack Iran in 2010, but that the chief of staff at the time Gabi Ashkenazi indicated that there was no viable plan for such an operation; that they were thwarted in 2011 by the opposition of fellow ministers Moshe Ya'alon and Yuval Steinitz; and that a planned 2012 strike was aborted because it happened to coincide with a joint Israel-US military exercise and Israel did not want to drag the US into the fray.
 
Channel 2 said that "anger" at the former defense minister's statements was widespread among the Israeli leadership, and that numerous senior political and security officials were also privately intimating that Barak's version of events was not entirely accurate.
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ISIS Document Reveals Vision of Armageddon - By Rivkah Lambert Adler - http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/47486/newly-discovered-isis-document-reveals-frightening-messianic-vision-terror-watch/#p5C5F1oGGiOOO8lk.97
 
"But it seemed contemptible to him to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for they had told him Mordecai's nationality, and Haman sought to destroy all the Jews who were throughout Ahasuerus's entire kingdom, Mordecai's people." (Esther 3:6)
 
A 32-page ISIS document calling for open warfare against non-Muslims has been uncovered in Pakistan and authenticated by retired US Defense Intelligence Agency Director General Michael Flynn and other intelligence officials. The document has been compared to Adolf Hitler's "Mein Kampf", the political manifesto in which the Nazi leader outlined his plan for the future of Germany and its Jews.
 
The ISIS document places the blame for the appearance of jihadi organizations like ISIS on the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948. The document declares, "No sooner had the British government relinquished control of Israel, Ben-Gurion, the leader of the Jews, declared the independence of the State of Israel, triggering a global migration of Jews to the Jewish State, and launching the systematic persecution of Palestinian Muslims who had to abandon their homes and migrate."
 
The document, titled A Brief History of the Islamic State Caliphate (ISC): The Caliphate According to the Prophet, contains a six stage plan for the development of the Islamic State and for conquering the entire world. 
 
In a blog post written by Geoffrey Grinder in Now the End Begins, the phases are laid out. The establishment of the Islamic State has already passed through four of its planned six phases and is currently in Phase 5. These are the stages according to Grinder:
 
Phase 1 "Awakening" 2000-2003: Islamic State calls for "a major operation against the U.S....to provoke a crusade against Islam." [September 11, 2001]
 
Phase 2 "Shock and Awe" 2004 - 2006: Islamic State will lure US into multiple theatres of war, including cyber-attacks and establish charities across the Muslim and Arab world to support terrorism.
 
Phase 3 "Self-reliance" 2007-2010: Islamic State will create "interference" with Iraq's neighboring states with particular focus on Syria.
 
Phase 4 "Reaping/extortion/receiving" 2010-2013: Islamic State will attack "U.S. and Western interests" to destroy their economy and replace the dollar with silver and gold and expose Muslim governments' relations with Israel and the US.
 
Phase 5 Declaring the Caliphate 2013-2016: Not much details offered here. The document just says, "The Caliphate According to The Prophet."
 
Phase 6, Open Warfare 2017-2020:  Islamic State predicts faith will clash with non-believers and "Allah will grant victory to the believers after which peace will reign on earth."
 
Phase 6 calls for open, worldwide warfare against all non-Muslims followed by a messianic vision of a peaceful era. The messianic vision of the document paints a picture of a world in which only believing Muslims remain alive. 
 
The document's author uses harsh words to make his point. "Accept the fact that this caliphate will survive and prosper until it takes over the entire world and beheads every last person that rebels against Allah. This is the bitter truth, swallow it."
 
Breaking Israel News asked Rabbi Nachman Kahana, author and Torah scholar who lives and works in the Old City of Jerusalem, to comment on the discovery of this document and the threat it represents to Israel. 
 
In a related story, this brief, threatening video was recently released. Reminiscent of the Crusades, it shows thousands of Muslim soldiers suiting up to do battle with Jerusalem. 
 
Kahana responded that the Talmud, one of Judaism's core texts, states that God "will eventually send to the world a leader whose decrees will be as drastic as those of Haman, the villain from the Book of Esther who intended to wipe out all the Jews, in order that we, the Jewish people, will do teshuva (repent) and then the final geula (redemption) will arrive."
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The Rapture and the Thief in the Night - Trailer
 
 
We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
 
To Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Nearing Midnight: Why Syria Is Such a Mess - Todd Strandberg - http://www.raptureready.com/rap16.html
 
Syria is a nation in a state of disorder. The fighting started with a civil war which had the primary focus on removing Bashar Hafez al-Assad from power. Four years later, infighting between rebel groups and the invasion of ISIS has resulted in a situation that can only be described as total chaos. 
 
The Pentagon has such a poor assessment of Syria; it recently used an expletive to sum up affairs in that nation. Our military has good reason to hold to a negative view of Syria. For the U.S. the Syrian theater has been an endless series of policy disasters. 
 
The worst misstep was our support for Islamic militants linked to Osama bin Laden, which brought about the emergence of the "Islamic State" (ISIS). Former senior State Department Lt. Gen. Michael T. Flynn, recently published a memoir confirming that White House officials made a "willful decision" to support al-Qaeda affiliated Jihadists in Syria-despite being warned by the Defense Intelligence Agency that doing so would likely create an "ISIS"-like entity in the region. 
 
Another one of our disasters would be comical if didn't have such a deadly outcome. The Pentagon spent millions training "freedom fighters" to combat ISIS. Once they were trained to supposedly engage the enemy, a so-called friendly rebel group called Division 30, it promptly killed most of and captured the rest of the unit. 
 
For months, the U.S. tried to get Turkey to join the fighting in Syria. When Ankara finally agreed to join U.S.-led efforts to fight Islamic State, the Turkish military was supposed to make the battle against the extremist group more effective. Yet within days, Turkey's president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, bombed not just Islamic State forces but also with even greater fervor, the one group showing some success in keeping them at bay: the Kurds. 
 
It is an open question if Syria still exists as a nation, and yet we have the added absurdity of Russia and Saudi Arabia arguing whether Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has future in a peaceful Syria. Speaking after talks in Moscow, Saudi Foreign Minister Adel al-Jubeir reiterated Riyadh's stance that Assad must go. 
 
"A key reason behind the emergence of Islamic State was the actions of Assad who directed his arms at his nation, not Islamic State," Jubeir told a news conference after talks with Russia's Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov. "Assad is part of the problem, not part of the solution to the Syrian crisis. There is no place for Assad in the future of Syria," he added. 
 
Russia's Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov maintains that Assad must stay. Moscow has wasted a lot of money and resources on the Assad family, like a gambler betting on his favorite race horse. Despite the losing streak, Russia claims that their support for Damascus will eventually turn the tide and lead to the eradication "terrorists." 
 
The reason why Syria is a mess is because of Islam. There are probably 20 political/military groups in that nation fighting for power, and they all have the Koran as their operating guide. President al-Assad is a ruthless dictator who used nerve gas against his own people, but compared to the Islamists that wish replace him, he might as well be George Washington. 
 
Western governments have endless amount of optimism when it comes to the Islamic world. The U.S. alone has invested over $2 trillion trying to make nations like Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya into model states. Despite failure and after failure, we refuse to consider the possibility that a strong secular government is the best path toward stability. 
 
Egypt has proven that a mixture of Islam and politics doesn't work. Mohamed Morsi, the head of the Muslim Brotherhood was the first democratically elected head of state in Egyptian history. Democracy in the hands of Islamists is like heroin in the hands of an addict. 
 
As soon as the Muslim Brotherhood came to power they were prone to corruption; the murder of political rivals and the persecution of religious minorities. After General Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, stepped in and conducted a coup d'état against Morsi, order was restored and Egypt was spared the carnage that has beset other Arab nations that dabbled with Islamic rule. 
 
The only hope for Syria is a leader that can put the boot on the neck of these various Islamic groups. Bible prophecy seems to say that Syria may be doomed to be a battleground from here on out. Damascus is the only city that has not been heavy damaged by the fighting, and Bible scholars know it is the one city prophecy predicts will be completely destroyed. 
 
"The burden of Damascus. Behold, Damascus is taken away from being a city, and it shall be a ruinous heap" (Isaiah 17:1).
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A Coming Sino-Philippine War? - Dr. Steve Elwart - http://www.khouse.org/enews_article/2015/2428/print/
 
When people in the West think about China, they think about China - United States relations. The possibility of China being one of the Kings of the East mentioned in Revelation 16 also comes to mind in terms of eschatology. There is an additional concern, a real fear, coming from another quarter.
 
One needs to look to the southeast - to the Philippines.
 
A recent conversation on the KI Manila Issachar Facebook group brought this fear into sharp focus. One thread centered on disaster planning. As several scenarios were discussed, it became clear an eventual conflict with China was on their minds.
 
They have good reason to worry.
 
China's recent moves to expand its territorial ambitions have encroached into the Philippine backyard.
 
According to a 2013 Reuters report, China's state media warned a "counterstrike" against the Philippines was inevitable if it continues to provoke Beijing in the South China Sea, potentially Asia's biggest military trouble spot.
 
China claims 90 percent of the South China Sea, believed to be rich in oil and gas reserves. The countries of Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Vietnam and Taiwan all lay claim to parts of the sea where about $5 trillion of ship-borne trade passes every year.
 
Territorial Disputes
 
During one meeting of regional countries held in March 2015 in Manila, Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert del Rosario accused China of accelerating its expansionist agenda by changing the size, structure and physical attributes of land features in the South China Sea. (China had been expanding the size of some of the disputed islands by dredging soil from the sea bottom and building up the islands with the soil. (In early August Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi announced China has stopped construction work in disputed waters in the South China Sea at a meeting of foreign ministers of ASEAN, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations).
 
China and the Philippines have been in a territorial dispute in the South China Sea for decades, but tensions have reached a new level with China's recent international ambitions. China is reaching out beyond its boundaries, seeking to find its place in the world. Besides the South China Sea, China has developed a significant presence in Africa, South America and the Middle East. They are also building a blue water navy and are sailing to places they have not visited in 500 years.
 
One milestone in the conflict between the two nations came in January 2013 when the Philippines sued China saying that country violated Philippine sovereign rights. The Philippines claimed those rights were violated through China's claims of a "9-dashed line." The Philippines took its case to the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague, which was established under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) in 1982.
 
The Philippines provided the Court with 3,500 satellite images and aerial photos along with a 1,700-page document charging China with violations of the international law.
 
Manila requested a Court ruling on five issues:
 
*That China does not have the right to do what they call "historical rights" over the waters, seabed and subsoil beyond the limits of their rights under the Convention.
*That the so-called "9-dashed line" China is using to decide its territorial limit as an "historic right" has no basis under international law.
*That the large-scale reclamation of some of the islands by China cannot change the legal character and original nature of these entities.
*That China has violated the UN Convention by preventing the Philippines the free-exercise of its right of sovereignty and jurisdiction.
*That China has caused irreparable damage to the marine environment around the disputed islands, through the destruction of the coral reefs in the South China Sea including areas within the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the Philippines, by the fishing in a reckless and destructive way, as well as the hunting various endangered species.
 
Del Rosario has also claimed Chinese vessels have rammed Philippine vessels in the West Philippine Sea, endangering the lives of fishermen. Earlier this year, Chinese Coast Guard forces allegedly rammed three Philippine boats navigating close to the Scarborough Shoal. Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong Lei tried to deflect criticism by accusing the Philippine fishermen of aggressive maneuvers while indirectly placing the blame on the Philippine government by urging it to "enhance supervision and allocation of its own fishermen to prevent such an incident from happening again."
 
Along a parallel track, China has demanded the Philippines withdraw their complaint as a precondition to resuming bilateral talks regarding the sovereignty issue. Del Rosario has called these terms presented by China as unjustified and illegal, terms Manila will never accept.
 
Paul S. Reichler, a partner at Foley Hoag LLP and co-chair of their International Litigation and Arbitration Department in Washington, DC is representing the Philippines. Reichler said he expects the court will issue a decision on whether they have jurisdiction in the case within 90 days, but a final ruling could take several years.
 
Senior Chinese officials have identified protecting China's sovereignty and territorial integrity as a "core interest," and PRC (People's Republic of China) officials have repeatedly stated China's opposition to actions they perceive as a challenge to this core interest.
 
With this dispute comes the risk it could spiral out of control and result in conflict as these countries stake their claims.
 
Should a Conflict Arise
 
Should a conflict in the South China Sea erupt, China would quickly win such a conflict, at least on the sea.
 
China has been building a navy that would quickly vanquish any neighbor that would choose to confront them.
 
In early August, China caused an uproar when it released a recruitment video for its navy on YouTube, which is said to be "flaunting" its naval capabilities and modernization. In the four minute twenty-three second video, the Chinese had featured an aircraft carrier, a new generation of submarine, as well as hospital ships and fighter jets.
 
The video seems to be meant to signal how serious they are about their military ambitions.
 
In May, Beijing unveiled plans to expand its navy's ability to project power from coastal waters into open seas. The video looks as though it is to reinforce those plans, presenting a potent picture of a 21st century fighting force.
 
The video ends with images of Chinese armed forces saluting the Chinese flag and dozens of jets flying over more than 30 warships, including China's only aircraft carrier the Liaoning. (This is the former Soviet carrier Varyag).
 
The video also prominently features the disputed islands in the South China Sea at the end of the video.
 
The tagline at the end of the video is translated "In whichever corner of the globe, where there is azure [blue water], we will stand guard," the video declares, vowing a staunch defense for the three million square kilometers of ocean Beijing claims.
 
But what of the United States? Would the United States choose to confront a modern, technologically sophisticated navy?
 
A Permanent Aircraft Carrier
 
China's moves have touched a nerve in Washington. Former ABC News Beijing bureau chief and China expert Chito Sta. Romana best summed up the U.S. attitude toward China's activities:
 
The Americans saw it as the building of an unsinkable aircraft carrier in the middle of the South China Sea ...
 
It has affected their strategic interest...intensifying the geopolitical rivalry between the two on whom will control the South China Sea... which the U.S. has almost controlled since the Second World War.
 
The United States have given a diplomatic response to China's forays beyond that country's shores, but it has yet to present an overt response.
 
Some in the Philippines wonder if they will.
 
One member of the KI Manila Issachar Group, Phillip Pastoral, stated it best:
 
The problem with Filipino policy-makers/politicians is that many still have a fixated view that Washington is always right (vis-à-vis China or Russia) and the U.S. is invincible and ready to take on another war. It's a perception embraced by most of media and the public. ...
 
[The question is] can the U.S. enforce its mutual defense treaty with the PH (the Philippines) and other countries? Pragmatically, the health of these alliances rest on that question. U.S. projects its naval power to assure its members and preserve the U.S. dollar as reserve currency. China seems bent on demonstrating U.S. weakness by picking on the weakest link of the alliance (The PH). The U.N. influence stands to gain most as countries look to it for resolving the regional conflict.
 
Since the Korean War, the U.S. has conducted a confusing foreign policy at best. Some would argue the U.S. has had little or no foreign policy. On many, the U.S. has promised support for an ally, then turned and left that country to fend for itself. Vietnam, Iran. Afghanistan, Iraq, Israel, Ukraine are just a few of the countries to experience this.
 
Many countries are now wondering if the U.S. will stand by commitments. Saudi Arabia is one of them, the Philippines is another.
 
For its part, the United States has to think long and hard before committing substantial resources to a conflict with China.
 
Will We Return?
 
One can look to the past for advice in this matter. In the last years of his life, General of the Army Douglas MacArthur would be asked by many U.S. officials what he thought about a United States involvement in the South China Sea, specifically Indochina. Addressing the newly inaugurated President John Kennedy, the man who was called, "Protector of Australia, Liberator of the Philippines, Conqueror of Japan and Defender of Korea" said anyone who committed American forces to a land war in Asia "ought to have his head examined."
 
By sea, the United States could contain China, at least for a while. While China has an aircraft carrier to project power, it is not yet very effective. China has an aircraft carrier, but they don't have a full complement of trained pilots nor sailors to operate it. They also do not have enough ships to service a carrier. It really is no more than a training ship for the new aircraft carriers and crews China is developing now.
 
However, the Pentagon's Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) released an unclassified assessment of the Chinese navy's new capabilities and missions in the years ahead. China's Chinese People's Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) can boast 300 ships and has rolled out a new class of guided missile destroyers, the LUYANG III, with China's most advanced supersonic anti-ship missile, the YJ-18 ASCM, the so called "Carrier Killer." These vertically launched missiles could take out a carrier group with a single shot. The U.S. has extremely good defensive measures, but the hard reality is the U.S. would have to successfully defend itself against attack 100 percent of the time. China would have to be successful only once.
 
PLAN plans to commission 10 more such vessels by 2017 and also plans to deploy the missile on Type-093G and Type-095 submarines.
 
According to the report, "In 2013 and 2014, China launched more naval ships than any other country and is expected to continue this trend through 2015-16," according to the study. In 2013, the PLAN laid down, launched and commissioned more than 60 ships, although the emphasis overall is on quality rather than size. Looking at just numbers, Beijing already fields a formidable naval force:
 
As of this publishing, the PLA(N) consists of approximately 26 destroyers (21 of which are considered modern), 52 frigates (35 modern), 20 new corvettes, 85 modern missile armed patrol craft, 56 amphibious ships, 42 mine warfare ships (30 modern), more than 50 major auxiliary ships, and more than 400 minor auxiliary ships and service/support craft.
 
The PLAN's submarine fleet now deploys 66 boats - five nuclear attack submarines, four nuclear ballistic missile submarines, and 57 diesel attack submarines, although the report does not suggest how many of the vessels are operational. Additionally, "by 2020 the submarine force will likely grow to over 70 submarines," ONI assesses.
 
Furthermore the paper notes "[m]ajor qualitative improvements are occurring within the naval aviation and submarine forces, which are increasingly capable of striking targets hundreds of miles from the Chinese mainland."
 
A sea war against China today is seen as problematic at best. What about a land war? Putting aside the logistical problems of trying to execute a land war and supplying troops from bases thousands of miles away, the key is the local population.
 
More Advice from the General
 
It might seem odd the man who was ready to expand the Korean War into China would counsel against fighting a land war in Asia, but his advice came with a caveat. It should be remembered he well understood the problems an invading army in Asia experiences when the local population is against it.
 
Harkening back to World War II, one reason the United States successfully executed the war in the Pacific Theater was because Filipino guerrilla forces were a major reason in the fight against Japan in the 1940s. In Vietnam in the 1960s, the United States would be in the same position as Japan and it would be termed "Ugly Americans."
 
The Philippine alliance is a key to America's view of Geopolitics.
 
A Strong Ally
 
Today the Philippines has been the United States' strongest ally in the region. However, many officials in the Philippines view their country as a pawn in a larger game between the United States and China, and are wondering how to secure their own interests in the contested Scarborough Shoal and across the South China Sea.
 
While the mutual defense accord says the United States or the Philippines would support the other if one came under attack, it doesn't necessarily apply to the Philippines' ongoing troubles with the Chinese in the South China Sea. As a result, government officials in Manila have been patiently waiting for the United States to bring diplomatic and military pressure on Beijing to solve the problem. But time may be running out.
 
The increasing belligerence between Beijing and Washington suggests what was once a conflict between China and a host of smaller countries is now transforming into a standoff between two superpowers and Manila may find itself caught in the crossfire.
 
Roilo Golez is a former naval officer and chair of the committee on national defense in the Philippines' House of Representatives. The U.S. Naval Academy graduate has said he expects Washington to do more than it has. He also said the United States has contributed a mere "scrap" to the Philippines' military that is "almost incongruous to what we need," a reference to the two Vietnam War-era Coast Guard cutter ships the United States sold to Manila for about $10 million each, under the Defense Security Cooperation Agency's Excess Defense Articles program. This allows the United States to transfer arms and equipment to partner nations for a reduced price. Though these ships have been converted by the Philippines to perform as frigates, they have no missile-firing capacity.
 
They'd be sitting ducks in an actual shooting encounter in the South China Sea. In spite of our supposed "closeness" to the U.S., we have the weakest navy and air force in the region. There are secondhand mothballed fast frigates and multirole fighters the U.S., if it wants to, can turn over to the Philippines and give us a modest defense upgrade overnight.
 
These comments aside, the United States has begun to re-engage militarily with the Philippines, most notably through 2014's Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement with the Philippines, a 10-year accord allows U.S. ships to rotate through Philippine naval bases. Washington also allocated $50 million in military aid to Manila for fiscal year 2014, and $40 million for 2015, up from $25.5 million in 2013.
 
Ups and Downs in Relations
 
It is in the strategic interest of the United States to support the Philippines. The country has some very valuable military bases, namely the naval base at Subic Bay, and Clark air base. These bases, when they were still owned by the United States, proved to be of enormous use in the Cold War, supporting operations in the Korean War, then in Vietnam and Southeast Asia. They could prove again to be valuable in any conflict involving China.
 
These bases grew enormously in size, with millions of Americans passing through or flying missions from there. In fact, the bases became small American towns, with schools, movie theaters and ballparks. But anticolonial feelings remained strong in the Philippines. Protests broke out from time to time, and a lot of negative publicity surrounded the red-light districts that flourished outside the U.S. bases.
 
In 1991, the U.S. bases were devastated by the eruption of the Mount Pinatubo volcano, just as a typhoon hit. At the same time, the Philippine Senate voted to block the renewal of a lease agreement for the bases. Within a year, the wrecked bases were abandoned. U.S. forces relocated to Guam and elsewhere. These events were a source of national pride for the Filipino people, but were considered damaging to America's ability to project power in the western Pacific.
 
After the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, US-Philippines relations entered a new phase, with U.S. forces being sent to help the Philippine military combat a Muslim insurgency in the South with ties to al-Qaida.
 
In the most recent phase, Manila became increasingly alarmed by the newly resurgent China and its territorial claims. This coincided with President Barack Obama's "pivot to Asia" policy, and in April 2014, the United States and the Philippines signed a 10-year defense agreement. It was one of the clearest signs of renewed American engagement in the region.
 
So the U.S. is back in the Philippines, but this time as an ally and guest rather than as a colonial power.
 
The Right Thing to Do
 
While smaller than the United States, the Philippines has won the respect of the United States.
 
While the Philippines were once looked on by the United States as a weak nation that could not survive on its own; that attitude has changed. The real turning point in the relationship between the two countries was World War II, when Americans and Filipinos fought side-by-side against the Japanese, who attacked the Philippines immediately after Pearl Harbor. Japan conquered the island, but General MacArthur vowed to return. He came ashore with four U.S. Army divisions on the island of Leyte in late 1944, not far from where Typhoon Haiyan came ashore on 2013.
 
The common effort against the Japanese greatly increased the American level of respect for the Philippine people, and led to independence for the Philippines in 1946.
 
The U.S. admiration at the time was reciprocated by the Philippine people and it can be summarized by one incident.
 
Present in Spirit
 
World War II ended with the Allied Powers accepting the surrender of Japan aboard the USS Missouri on Sept. 2 1945. General MacArthur represented the allied forces and countersigned Japan's surrender document.
 
Letters of congratulations and honors were bestowed on the General after the war, but two letters from the Philippine Congress were especially prized. The first letter granted him honorary citizenship to the Philippines, and the second informed him that:
 
... his name [will] be carried in perpetuity on the company roll calls of the Philippine Army, and at parade roll calls, when his name is called, the senior noncommissioned officer shall answer 'Present in spirit,' and during the lifetime of the General he shall be accredited with a guard of honor composed of 12 men of the Philippine Army...
 
MacArthur noted in his memoir "[i]t made me weep, something I had not done since my earliest childhood."
 
The ties that bind the Philippines and United States together have cycled between attachment and distance. In today's world, when a close ally and friend of the United States is threatened, these ties need to be strengthened.
 
The prayer of many on both sides of the Pacific that:
 
 
I [pray] that a merciful God will preserve and protect each and every one of you and will bring this land peace and tranquility always.
 
- Douglas MacArthur
 
A Matter of Loyalty
 
The Bible has a lot to say about loyalty. In personal relationship, we are called to steadfast loyalty. Paul speaks of his "my true partner" in Philippians 4:3. This unknown person is possibly Titus or Silas, but whoever it was, he was one who labored faithfully with Paul. Ruth is another example. She showed absolute loyalty to her mother-in-law as is written in Ruth 1:16:
 
 
Stop urging me to abandon you and to turn back from following you. Because wherever you go, I'll go. Wherever you live, I'll live. Your people will be my people, and your God, my God.
 
- Ruth 1:16 ISV
 
For all the military, diplomatic and political implications, relations between countries are reduced to relationships between friends and foes.
 
Loyalty between nations should echo the loyalty we, as Christians, are to have with others. As Peter has said:
 
Whoever speaks must speak God's words.[a] Whoever serves must serve with the strength[b] that God supplies, so that in every way God may be glorified through Jesus, the Messiah.[c] Glory and power belong to him forever and ever! Amen.
 
- 1 Peter 4:11
 
It makes good geopolitical sense to support the Philippines and the other countries in the South China Sea. It not only makes good sense, it's the right thing to do.
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Daily Jot: The stock market, judgment, and you - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
Americans have lost some $1.8 TRILLION in the stock market this year--most of it in the last few days, according to Steve Goldstein of MarketWatch.com. Goldstein reports that the Federal Reserve's financial accounts of the United States report indicated that American households and nonprofits held $24.1 trillion in stocks as of March 31. He calculated the percentage of loss suffered by the Dow Jones Total Stock Market index and found that by midmorning Monday, "that number had dropped to $22.2 trillion." He reminded readers of the third quarter of 2011, when $2.8 trillion was "wiped away" and that it took another four quarters (a full year) to gain back the money. In other words, we are in for a long haul.
 
Before we credit God for the misfortune that befalls us proclaiming that judgment is upon America for all of its immoral and ungodly deeds, we should take a look at ourselves as a nation and the practices we have employed. There are many economic policies that lead up to a market crash. George W Bush's quantitative easy policy was a major one. Quantitative Easing is where our government funded the Federal Reserve's purchases of financial assets from commercial banks and other financial institutions (translated Wall Street) to prop up the US economy. He raised the national debt by $5.8 trillion to $11.6 trillion. The current "president" accelerated the policy, and the national debt is now $18.3 trillion and growing.
 
To make matters worse, the banking industry has accumulated great wealth by this policy while taxpayers are in triple jeopardy--it is our taxes that would pay for the debt, and we are already paying for the policy. In addition, when the US Government decides to quit bailing out bankers and financial institutions, the economy will break down, placing even more burden on taxpayers. This is a grievous situation at best and disastrous at worse. Combine this with the burden of those who are allowed unfettered entry across our borders--due to the policies of the current "president"--the standard of living in America could collapse. 
 
One could make the case that since Biblical practices of good stewardship were not followed, the judgment of God is upon us. However, there is clear evidence that the decision-making of a disengaged society and the resulting poor leadership are causing disastrous consequences. The judgment of God, His wrath, however, comes on the Day of the Lord. Revelation 8:1 says, "And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour." Verse 13 says, "Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth..." This is judgment. Ultimately, the financial ruin we are facing is the consequence of our own making. We must engage with society, raise the standard, and hold accountability to the precepts and principles of God Almighty. It starts in the house of the Lord--our body is the temple.
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Daily Devotion: A Walk of Faith - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. -Romans 5:1
 
The Bible tells the story of a man who had everything this world says one should have to feel happy and fulfilled: power, wealth, influence, and fame. But along with that came an emptiness that sent him on a search for God. As secretary of the treasury for a powerful nation, he was second only to the queen. But there was a hole in his heart, so it led him on a search to the spiritual capital of the world, Jerusalem. He did not find what he was looking for, but as he was returning home, he unexpectedly found the answer to his questions. He had an appointment with God that resulted in his conversion and complete transformation.
 
His story shows what happens when a person becomes a Christian. When someone truly believes in Jesus Christ, his or her life changes dramatically. This man went from emptiness and misery to overflowing joy. His story ends with the statement, "He went on his way rejoicing" (Acts 8:39). It is no exaggeration when the Bible says that we pass from darkness to light, from the power of Satan to the power of God, when we believe in Jesus Christ. It is describing what takes place in our lives.
 
But we also need to recognize that not every case is identical. There are different types of people who come to faith in different ways. Some have a tremendous emotional response, while others have no emotional experience at all.
 
An emotional experience has little to do with the reality of a person's conversion. When I prayed and asked Christ to come into my life, I felt nothing. And because of this, I falsely concluded that God had rejected me. Thankfully, I discovered later that Christianity is a walk of faith and not of feeling.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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