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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. Erekat downplays Abbas-Netanyahu handshake, Islamic Jihad slams exchange with 'war criminal' 
1. Abbas blames Israel for destruction of Palestinian environment
1. Abbas muzzles Hamas' al-Aqsa TV
1. Initial Report: Palestinian woman subdued after attempting to stab soldier 
1. Peace Now to High Court: New land allocations to West Bank settlements must be made public 
1. Israelis were brutalized, castrated at Munich Olympics, widows reveal 
1. Paris police tell Chabad not to light Hanukkah candles in public spaces
1. Assad accuses France of 'supporting terrorism'
1. Report: Israeli listening device explodes, injures 2 in Lebanon 
1. Netanyahu admits: Israel is operating in Syria
1. Erdogan hints it will be 'possible' to repair ties with Israel
1. Carson: 'Height of hypocrisy' for Obama to ask Turkey to seal its border
1. Obama To Turkey: Seal Off The Border To Syria, Turkey To Obama: Handle Mexico First
1. Obama says he supports Turkey's right to defend itself 
1. Pipe bomb explodes on overpass near Istanbul metro, five hurt: local mayor
1. Russia adding 2nd airbase in Syria, pursuing 'expansion' in military campaign
1. U.S. State Department 'troubled' by Moscow's move against Soros groups
1. Iraqis think the U.S. is in cahoots with the Islamic State, and it is hurting the war
1. Iraq's Christians, Yezidi say Kurds failed them in fight against ISIS
1. Germany rules out cooperation with Syria's Assad as cabinet meets on ISIS campaign 
1. German cabinet backs plans to join military campaign against ISIS in Syria 
1. Top military officer contradicts Obama, says ISIS not 'contained'
1. U.S. special forces to Syria is 'for starters': Pentagon
1. About 43 percent of Islamic State's oil revenues affected by US-led strikes 
1. Despite high-profile massacres, UN says ISIS in Libya is struggling 
1. US removing non-essential staff from embassy in Mali 
1. Black Friday breaks record with 185K gun background checks
1. Puerto Rico's governor issues 'distress call' to U.S. Congress about fiscal crisis
1. Rubio: $19T debt is greatest threat for future generations
1. U.S. Total Debt Soars By $674 Billion In November
1. Will December keep its reputation for being the kindest month for U.S. stocks?
1. Economy Improves Just Enough For the Federal Reserve to Kill It
1. New Fed rule limits its crisis bailout powers
1. Goldman Warns of Brazil Depression After GDP Plunges Again 
1. New record set at CERN
1. Fears scientists about to 'frack' volcanic sea bed could 'trigger mega earthquake' 
1. 5.6 magnitude earthquake hits near Sigave, Wallis and Futuna
1. 5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Arequipa, Peru
1. 5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Uch-Terek, Kyrgyzstan
1. 5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Panguna, Papua New Guinea
1. 5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Ternate, Indonesia
1. Santa Maria volcano in Guatemala erupts to 24,000ft
1. Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 21,000ft
1. Fuego volcano in Guatemala erupts to 19,000ft
1. Copahue volcano in Argentina erupts to 16,000ft
1. Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 16,000ft
1. Rinjani volcano in Indonesia erupts to 16,000ft
1. Israel, Jordan unveil $800m joint plan for 'Red-Dead' canal
1. Meteorologist: Record High U.S. snow cover for Dec. 1. 
1. Obama says parts of climate deal must be legally binding 
1. Huckabee: America needs a commander in chief, not a weather-obsessed meteorologist
1. France's Top Weatherman Hired By Kremlin After Being Fired For Questioning Global Warming
1. See the 'Smogpocalypse' China's President Left Behind to Attend Climate Change Summit
1. Russia causing 'environmental disaster' in Ukraine: Poroshenko
1. Israeli surveillance balloon guarding Paris climate summit 
1. No, NSA Phone Spying Has Not Ended
1. U.S. government reveals breadth of requests for Internet records
1. Drone falls into crowd, injures runners during road race 
1. China 'clone factory' scientist eyes human replication
1. UnitedHealth CEO regrets entering ObamaCare
1. $12 Billion Annual Gap Threatens Fight Against HIV/AIDS 
1. Pastor marries pregnant teen with wife's blessing
1. Nuns pose as prostitutes to rescue victims of human sex trafficking
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: Escalation  
1. Israel extremely nervous over Russian operations on its Golan border 
1. Israel's air superiority clouded by new Russian missiles in Syria 
1. Donald Trump Dares to Say That Turkey "Looks like they're On The Side Of ISIS"  
1. Nearing Midnight: Almighty's Analysis of America 
1. What's In A Name? 
1. Daily Jot: The "president's" sordid connection to the Islamic State 
1. Daily Devotion: A Messed-Up Family Tree 
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Escalation - By Matt Ward - http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/ward39.html
   
 World changing events lay before us and potentially a war unlike any seen since the Second World War. Syria is becoming increasingly volatile and unpredictable; there is a bloodletting ahead in the Middle East.
 
 The news that Turkish F-16's have engaged and shot down a Russian fighter jet inside Syrian airspace, has rocked the world. Apparently the two Russian pilots ejected safely although one was killed before he reached the ground. It also subsequently appears that a Russian marine has died in the rescue and retrieval operation.  
 
 Vladimir Putin is fuming and the world, collectively, is holding its breath.  
 
 The Middle East is a powder-keg and this incident serves as a stark reminder of the explosive situation that currently exists inside Syria. Just enough of a spark and chaos will ensue.
 
 The air forces of twelve separate sovereign nations are currently operational inside one single airspace above the Syrian landscape. In battle, mistakes happen regularly and these mistakes often lead to an escalation in tension and confrontation. Having so many different competing air forces operational in the same airspace at the same time is inheritably dangerous. Wars start this way; world wars start this way.
 
 We are, no doubt, on the brink of witnessing far reaching and world defining events in Syria.
 
 While these events play out in real time Vladimir Putin has been in Tehran meeting Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Syria is front and center of their agenda and these two leaders have been open about a desire to develop ways they can deepen their grip on Syria and how they can secure the regime of Bashir al-Assad.
 
 Apparently, as a side note, they are also discussing ways Russia can further bolster Iran's ever developing nuclear program. The Russian-Iranian relationship is a growing and flourishing one, formed around nuclear cooperation, a mutual hatred for ISIS and a desire to pillage the Middle East. This same nuclear program has Israel dead center in its sights and no doubt Israel will soon be obligated to take military action.  
 
 What a spark that will be.  
 
 Likely, though, there will be a number of very real consequences involved in the shooting down of this Russian warplane by Turkey, in the short term. First, this incident has seen and will continue to demonstrate the further decline of America under the current administration as a genuine leader on the world stage. Barack Obama's response thus far to this incident, the first time a NATO aircraft has shot down a Russian enemy aircraft in 65 years, has been lackadaisical at best.  
 
 This crisis is also now morphing into a contest between Western allies and Russia's Putin over the future of Bashir al-Assad. The West believe Assad must go before an agreement can be reached, Putin believes fervently that he must stay. What was once, even two weeks ago, a unified aim of destroying ISIS has now developed into a set of entirely different competing war aims for both sides involved. These competing war aims are increasingly hostile to those of our once Russian anti-ISIS partners in Syria.
 
 This situation has the potential for rapid and extremely dangerous escalation. Russia have ordered the giant missile cruiser, Moskva (one of the largest warships on earth), to the coast of Syria, and also off the coast of Turkey. Its publically stated mission in the Russian press is to "destroy any target posing danger." That definitely now includes Turkish warplanes straying near the Syrian border, no doubt. Turkey is a member of the NATO alliance, I wonder what their response would be to number of downed Turkish aircraft?
 
 Countering this measure the USS Harry S. Truman is said to be on route to the Mediterranean with its entire strike group to join with the French aircraft carrier  Charles De Gaulle. This means that very soon there could be two NATO warships and strike groups facing off against substantial Russian naval assets in the small area of the Mediterranean off the coast of Syria. Each naval battle group has different and competing war aims.  
 
 Again, wars start this way.
 
 World events are now moving at a fast pace. Bible prophecy is literally jumping out of Scripture and being fulfilled before our very eyes. We know from prophecy that is eons old that this region is destined for war at the time of the end. We also know, through Bible prophecy, who the main protagonists are. These protagonists are in the Middle East right now, and the alliances necessary to bring about this conflagration are forming as we speak.  
 
 Bible prophecy also clearly details the ultimate future of this Russia-Iranian axis, in Ezekiel 38 and 39. They will come against God's holy people and when they do make their move, which they surely shall at the right time, they will meet their complete doom on the mountains of Israel.  
 
 Events now are moving at some pace. The stage is almost set.
 
 wardmatt1977@gmail.com
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Israel extremely nervous over Russian operations on its Golan border - http://www.debka.com/article/25052/Israel-extremely-nervous-over-Russian-operations-on-its-Golan-border
 
On the outside, Israel is all smiles and full of praise for way the coordination with Moscow is working for averting clashes between its air force and Russian warplanes over Syria. This goodwill was conspicuous in the compliments Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu and President Vladimir Putin traded when they met on the sidelines of the Paris climate summit Monday, Nov. 30.
 
 But the first disquieting sign appeared Tuesday, Dec. 1. Senior Russian and Israeli officers were due to meet in Tel Avid to discuss strengthening the cooperation between the two army commands. But no word from Moscow or Jerusalem indicated whether the meeting had taken place.
 
debkafile's military sources report that this week, the show of optimism is giving way to an uneasy sensation in the offices of the prime minister, Defense Minister Moshe Ya'alon and the IDF Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Gady. They suspect an ulterior motive behind Russia's military movements in southern Syria, especially its air strikes against Syrian rebels, just across from Israel's Golan border.
 
In particular, Moscow may be giving Hezbollah and Iran an umbrella for achieving their longstanding design to displace the Syrian rebels with Revolutionary Guards and Hezbollah forces and deploy them along Israel's Golan border.
 
 This suspicion gained ground when Tuesday, Dec. 1, the day after the Putin-Netanyahu encounter, the combined Iranian-Syrian-Hezbollah units expanded their thrust from the southern Syrian town of Deraa to the Golan town of Quneitra, within sight of Israel's defense positions.
 
 All that day, heavy battles raged over the rebel-held line of hills running from a point just south of Quneitra to the Israeli-Syrian-Jordanian border junction. The combined force was supported by Russian air strikes and heavy tanks and artillery, seen for the first time in this war arena.
 
When the fighting resumed Wednesday, the IDF placed its Golan units on high alert and an extra-vigilant eye was trained on this battle.
 
The Iranian-Syrian-Hezbollah side is gaining a distinct advantage from the deep feud dividing rebel ranks. The Islamic State and the al-Qaeda-affiliated Syrian Nusra Front forces are tearing into each other with suicide bombers and explosive cars. Tuesday, an ISIS-rigged bomb car blew up at Nusra headquarters near Quneitra (see photo).
 
But this also means that an Islamic State force has come dangerously close to the Israeli border.
 
However, even more perils are in store if Bashar Assad's army backed by Iran, Hezbollah and Russia manages to capture the hills opposite the Golan:
 
1. Two years of unrelenting Israeli military and intelligence efforts to keep Hezbollah and Iranian forces away from its Golan border will have gone to naught.
 
 2.  Hezbollah will open the door for Iranian Revolutionary Guards officers to set up a command center right up to the Israeli border.
 
3.  Israel's steadfast policy and military action to prevent advanced Iranian weapons reaching Hezbollah in Lebanon via Syria will be superseded. On the Golan, Hezbollah will have gained direct access to any weapons it wants directly from Syria and be able to deploy them at far shorter distances from Israeli targets than from their firing positions in Lebanon.
 
4.  Vladimir Putin attaches extreme importance to recovering southern Syria from the rebel forces backed by the US and Israel, because he regards the threat to the Assad regime as great from the south as it is from the north or the center.
 
5.  Israel faces a grave dilemma between keeping up its "honeymoon" with Moscow by giving way on its essential security interests, or taking the bull by the horns and keeping the enemy at bay, whatever the cost to the understanding reached with Putin.
 
Officials in Jerusalem point out that the threat to Golan peaked just hours after the Russian leader met the prime minister in Paris. Putin is conducting a hands-on policy on Syria and keeps close track of the slightest occurrence on the battlefield. He must have been perfectly aware of the state of play on the Golan when he met Netanyahu, but nonetheless kept it out of their conversation.
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Israel's air superiority clouded by new Russian missiles in Syria - By Judah Ari Gross -
http://www.timesofisrael.com/israels-air-superiority-in-syria-clouded-by-russian-s-400/
 
Putin's deployment of advanced S-400 system impacts a mainstay of Israel's defense strategy, though coordination with Moscow mitigates the threat
 
Israel's air superiority over its enemies has been a linchpin of its defense strategy for decades. The capacity of Israeli planes to carry out attacks well within enemies' borders has prevented Syria and Iraq from creating nuclear weapons. The Israel Air Force's unquestioned supremacy over neighboring forces has kept Syrian, Egyptian and Jordanian planes almost entirely out of Israeli airspace in the country's wars. 
 
But with the recent deployment of the Russian S-400 "Triumph" missile defense system in Syria, that absolute primacy is now in question.
 
The S-400's specs are enough to make any Israeli's heart race. The anti-aircraft system - constituting an array radar to monitor the skies and a missile battery - can track and shoot down targets some 400 kilometers (250 miles) away. At its new position on the Syrian coast in Latakia, that range encompasses half of Israel's airspace, including Ben Gurion International Airport.
 
This is not the first time that Russian technology in Syria has called into question Israel's aerial supremacy, and the precedent was catastrophic: In the 1973 Yom Kippur War, the 2K12 "Kub" missile defense system, provided to Syria by the then-Soviet Union, destroyed dozens of Israeli planes.
 
The "Kub" prevented an Israeli aerial offensive into Syria in 1973; the S-400 extends deep into Israel's sovereign air space.
 
In addition to the S-400, Russia has been bringing highly advanced ordnance into the Syrian theater of war, including outfitting its jet fighters with air-to-air missiles, the Israeli NRG website recently reported.
 
By bulking up their air defenses in Syria, the Russians hope to prevent future attacks on their aircraft, like the incident last week when the Turkish military brought down an Su-24 jet that Ankara claimed had entered its airspace.
 
"This system is liable to worry people," said Yiftah Shapir, a military technology research fellow at the Tel Aviv University-affiliated Institute for National Security Studies, said curtly of the S-400.
 
Nonetheless, he stressed, while the S-400 restricts the previous free rein that Israel had over its neighbor's skies, the people with their finger on the trigger are not enemies.
 
"Today [the S-400] is in the hands of the Russians, and we have coordination with them over what's happening in Syria," Shapir noted.
 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu highlighted the importance of that coordination during and after a meeting in Paris on Monday with Russian President Vladimnir Putin.
 
So long as that's the case and the Moscow-Tel Aviv hotline remains open, the S-400's presence in Syria shouldn't "keep anyone from sleeping at night," said Uzi Rubin, a missile defense analyst for the Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies.
 
Besides, Rubin said with dry humor, "there are enough other things for us to worry about."
 
The S-400 missile defense system is also intended to stay in the hands of the Russians, even when - or if - their army pulls out of Syria. The anti-aircraft battery will not be a party favor for whoever ultimately winds up running Syria, both Shapir and Rubin pointed out.
 
In Paris on Monday evening, Netanyahu and Putin further discussed the lines of communications and announced they would be strengthened in the coming days, with IDF and Russian Army generals meeting in Tel Aviv on Tuesday.
 
And yet, some experts stress, while there is currently no impending threat to Israel's operations in Syria, there is an inherent discomfort with having your freedom of movement potentially restricted and requiring coordination with an outside force, no matter how friendly. The supremacy of the Israeli Air Force, one of the most advanced and capable air forces in the world, is, after all, a central factor in Israel's essential capacity to defend itself, by itself, in a hostile and wildly unpredictable region.
 
No conflicts of interest
 
Today, the interests of Russia and Israel in Syria do not conflict with one another. Israel's immediate concern in Syria is not President Bashar Assad or his forces, but Hezbollah. Putin, meanwhile, is concerned with propping up Assad and defeating the Islamic State - and very much in that order of preference.
 
Though Israel certainly sees no friend in Iran-backed Assad, who regularly speaks out against the Jewish state and whose father waged war with Israel in 1967 and 1973, the IDF has taken a hands-off approach to the Syrian civil war, only intervening and striking Syrian army outposts when mortar shells or rocket fire spills over onto Israeli territory.
 
Meanwhile, Russia has adopted a laissez-faire stance towards Assad's ally, and one of Israel's main enemies, Hezbollah, according to Nadav Pollak, a researcher with the Washington Institute for Near East Studies and former analyst for the Israeli government.
 
"Russia has sold a lot of weapons to Syria. If they sell 15 crates and two of them go to Hezbollah, Russia's not going to say anything. I'm not even sure they're aware it's happening," Pollak said.
 
But on the flip side, he said, "It doesn't seem that Russia cares too much if Israel is targeting those arms shipments."
 
Which it has been doing, Prime Minister Netanyahu admitted on Tuesday. According to an accumulation of reports, in fact, Israel has struck sites in Syria some five times in the past few weeks alone, for the most part against weapon caches and convoys. One of these raids, an alleged bombing run in Qalamoun, near Syria's border with Lebanon, occurred on Saturday night, two days after Russia claims the S-400 was put in place.
 
Russian pilots have also accidentally breached Israeli airspace, with no Israeli response - in stark contrast to the Turkey incident. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Defense Minister Moshe Ya'alon and IDF officers have all indicated that these non-incidents demonstrate the efficacy of Israel's hotline coordination with Russia.
 
At this stage, there is no threat to that hotline. Israel's security demands have not changed. And should Russia's plans for Syria change, the frequent communication between the IDF's deputy chief of staff and his Russian counterpart is meant to ensure there is ample notice for the IDF to determine how best to proceed.
 
Though security experts are wary to hazard what exactly Russia's intentions are in the Middle East - "might," "possibly," "could" and "may" are the constant refrain in analyses on Putin's plans - no serious defense thinker has proposed that a surprise attack on an IAF jet is on Moscow's agenda.
 
But Russia is scary
 
All that having been said, the increased presence of Russia as a Middle East actor is troubling to both Israel and the West. In the past few years, Putin has proven time and again that he is prepared to take steps, in both Ukraine and Syria, that NATO countries denounce.
 
Russia's overall support for the Assad regime, and its current presence in Syria, have miffed Americans, several European countries and the Gulf States, who have called for Assad to step down.
 
For Israel, more problematic have been Russia's plans to sell the less advanced, but hardly less problematic S-300 missile system to both Syria and Iran.
 
Israel's concerns over Russian military tech in the Middle East extend back to the Cold War, and the installment of anti-aircraft batteries in Egypt and Syria. Israel has always been able to overcome the challenges those systems presented, but often at some cost, in terms of both military effort and human life.
 
With regards to Israel's enemies, Russia - and the former Soviet Union before it - has wavered between active support, as with Syria, and a more tacit form of support by remaining a trade partner, in the case of Iran. Such policies do not engender much good will among Israelis.
 
When Russia's sale of an S-300 battery to Bashar Assad seemed set to go ahead in 2013, Mitch Ginsburg (my predecessor as Times of Israel military correspondent) summed up the problems with Russia's support for Syria in his still-appropriately titled piece, "It's not just the missiles, stupid."
 
The ever present Plan B
 
When Soviet surface-to-air missiles - SAMs, in military parlance - neutralized the brunt of the IAF's attacks in the Yom Kippur War, Israel's air supremacy was not in question, it was in tatters. But that was not the end of the story.
 
In the years following the war, Israel invested heavily in developing weaponry to counteract those anti-aircraft batteries, and in the First Lebanon War, Israeli pilots successfully destroyed those missile defense systems, using a combination of radar jamming and radiation-seeking missiles.
 
In 2013, when the threat of Syria receiving an S-300 battery was looming, Uzi Rubin described the relationship between aircraft and missile defense systems as a back and forth exchange: I learn how to stop your airplanes with my missiles, then you learn how to stop my missiles with your airplanes. And repeat.
 
"Air defense is always a game of cops and robbers, and once you know a system for some time, you get to know its strong points and its weak points," Rubin said at the time.
 
For years, Israel has been preparing for the deployment of the S-300 in enemy territory. The S-400 system is simply a more advanced form of the same S-300 system that has existed for years; indeed it was once known as the S-300 PMU-3.
 
Russia agreed to sell the S-300 to Iran in 2007, but the transaction was on hold until July's signing of the P5+1 nuclear deal due to the sanctions against the Islamic Republic. In recent weeks, both Iranian and Russian officials have indicated that it is going ahead, but there has been no definitive confirmation.
 
In those intervening eight years, the IAF and Israel's defense industries have presumably not been twiddling their thumbs, Yiftah Shapir said.
 
"From my understanding of our capabilities, if we wanted to operate in the area protected by the S-400, we could do it. It wouldn't be easy, but possible," said Shapir, who served as a lieutenant colonel in the IAF before joining the INSS.
 
But a military response to the S-400 would be considered only in case of emergency, he stressed. The missile defense system is powerful and a distinct threat to Israel's air superiority, but at this stage, he reiterated, it is emphatically not trained on Israel.
 
It is also important to note that the S-400 is not alone in the region. Egypt has an advanced missile defense system; Jordan has an advanced missile defense system; Syria has its own missile defense system, though one that is decidedly less threatening and advanced than the others'.
 
"The Americans also have the capability of shooting down Israeli planes, but we don't fear them," Shapir said, referring to US Navy warships located in the Mediterranean sea that are equipped with anti-aircraft missiles.
 
And yet, Shapir acknowledged, the existence of other missile defense systems in the region does not diminish the importance of the S-400's deployment in so volatile a place as Syria and under the authority of so wily a leader as Vladmir Putin. "It is capable of harming Israel's air superiority," Shapir said.
 
Though Israel and Russia have thus far succeeded in coordinating their aerial attacks, the possibility always exists for potentially deadly mistakes.
 
Ultimately, though, the consensus among Israeli experts is that even if the situation changes dramatically, Israel always has its "Plan B" - its technological capabilities. In 2013, the IAF considered the S-300 to constitute a surmountable challenge. In 2015, there's no reason why the S-400 shouldn't be considered one as well.
 
 



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	[bookmark: a3][image: a3]


Donald Trump Dares to Say That Turkey 'Looks like they're On The Side Of ISIS' - By Michael Snyder -
http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/donald-trump-dares-to-say-that-turkey-looks-like-theyre-on-the-side-of-isis
 
Donald Trump just said something that he was not supposed to say, and it is something that Barack Obama will never admit. During an appearance on Sirius XM's "Breitbart News Daily" on Tuesday morning, Trump stated that the Turkish government "looks like they're on the side of ISIS more or less based on the oil". This makes Trump the first presidential candidate to tell the truth about this to the American people. By now, just about everyone knows that ISIS is using Turkey as a home base, and I have previously written about how Turkey is "training ISIS militants, funneling weapons to them, buying their oil, and tending to their wounded in Turkish hospitals". But a major U.S. politician, especially one running for the White House, could get into really hot water for saying these kinds of things about our NATO ally. You see, the truth is that the American people are not supposed to know that Turkey is actually on the same side as ISIS and has been facilitating the sale of hundreds of millions of dollars of oil that has been stolen by ISIS.
 
Just a few days ago, it was a really big deal when Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov accused ISIS of being "secret allies" with ISIS.
 
But for Donald Trump to say essentially the same thing is absolutely astounding. And this is why so many Americans are responding positively to his campaign. Trump just says whatever he thinks, and he doesn't care about the consequences. The following comes from Politico...
 
Donald Trump aligned himself with Vladimir Putin on Tuesday, saying that Turkey appears to be on the side of Islamic State.
 
"Turkey looks like they're on the side of ISIS more or less based on the oil," Trump said in an interview with Sirius XM's "Breitbart News Daily" Tuesday morning, echoing comments from the Russian president on Monday.
 
I doubt that this will get much more coverage in the U.S. media, because the mainstream media is not really supposed to be talking about what Turkey is doing. It would be extremely embarrassing for the Obama administration to admit that they have known that ISIS was shipping hundreds of millions of dollars worth of stolen oil into Turkey and didn't do anything to stop it.
 
Sadly, the charade probably would have gone on for much longer if Russia hadn't started talking about this. Last month, Putin actually showed surveillance photographs of oil vehicles heading into and out of Turkey to fellow world leaders...
 
"I've shown our colleagues photos taken from space and from aircraft which clearly demonstrate the scale of the illegal trade in oil and petroleum products," he said.
 
"The motorcade of refueling vehicles stretched for dozens of kilometers, so that from a height of 4,000 to 5,000 meters they stretch beyond the horizon," Putin added, comparing the convoy to gas and oil pipeline systems.
 
And in recent days, Putin has been pointing the finger at Turkey more directly. Just check out what he said last week following a meeting with French President Francois Hollande...
 
Commercial-scale oil smuggling from Islamic State controlled territory into Turkey must be stopped, Putin said after meeting Hollande in Moscow.
 
"Vehicles, carrying oil, lined up in a chain going beyond the horizon," said Putin, reminding the press that the scale of the issue was discussed at the G20 summit in Antalya earlier this month, where the Russian leader demonstrated reconnaissance footage taken by Russian pilots.
 
The views resemble a "living oil pipe" stretched from ISIS and rebel controlled areas of Syria into Turkey, the Russian President stressed. "Day and night they are going to Turkey. Trucks always go there loaded, and back from there - empty."
 
"We are talking about a commercial-scale supply of oil from the occupied Syrian territories seized by terrorists. It is from these areas [that oil comes from], and not with any others. And we can see it from the air, where these vehicles are going," Putin said.
 
And of course it isn't just Putin making these sorts of allegations. In an article that I posted yesterday, I included quotes from prominent Middle Eastern leaders that are also accusing Turkey of facilitating the sale of ISIS oil.
 
Of course Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan vehemently denies all of this.
 
He says that if anyone can show proof that Turkey has been involved in the sale of ISIS oil he will resign. He is lying through his teeth, and the western media are allowing him to get away with it.
 
Even more disturbing, Barack Obama is allowing him to get away with it.
 
If you or I gave ISIS five bucks, we would be arrested and hauled off to Guantanamo Bay. But the Turkish government can facilitate the sale of hundreds of millions of dollars of oil by ISIS, and Obama does nothing.
 
I wish more politicians would be like Trump and start talking about this, because Obama's complicity in this matter is a betrayal of the American people on a level that is hard to put into words. He has known all along that ISIS has been shipping oil into Turkey on an industrial scale, and he has sat there and done nothing to stop it.
 
The reason why the Turks shot down that Russian SU-24 was because the Russians were interfering with the flow of ISIS oil. Now Russia and Turkey are on the verge of war, and this could potentially spark global conflict.
 
During his radio appearance on Tuesday, Trump also said the following...
 
"You don't want to have World War III about what we're talking about."
 
And Trump is exactly right on this point.
 
We don't want to see World War III.
 
As long as Barack Obama and the Turkish government keep openly lying to everyone, it is only going to make tensions in the region even worse.
 
But what can they do - tell the truth?
 
If they told the truth, Turkey would have to be kicked out of NATO, and Barack Obama would probably be facing impeachment proceedings.
 
So no, they aren't going to tell the truth.
 
But hopefully now that Trump has had the courage to speak out, other leaders will stand up and do what is right.
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FROM THE HEART
PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR CHRISTMAS, AND END OF THE YEAR GIVING - THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH!
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/821fca8a-c4df-4570-b7d8-49f6a838fbb3.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Nearing Midnight: Almighty's Analysis of America - Terry James -  http://www.raptureready.com/rap16.html
 
What is your religious persuasion? The question is a standard one in the census polling process. 
 
America's population was 318.9 million as of 2014, according to Census Bureau statistics. Polling numbers that year showed that 70.6 percent of Americans identified themselves as Christians. This was a significant decline from polling done in 1990, in which 86 percent of Americans said they were Christians. Wikipedia has it that America has nearly 247 million Christians, the highest number of Christians of any nation, although there are other nations with percentages of Christians that are higher. 
 
So, when asking people what is their religion the response will most often be, "Christian." Or, they will answer by giving the particular denomination within Christianity with which they identify. 
 
Such is the natural response in this land that was founded on Judeo-Christian principles. But, it is not the natural response that the Grand Poll Taker is seeking, but the supernatural. Based upon God's analysis of His polling statistics hangs the fate of cultures, societies, and nations. 
 
We can get a sense of Heaven's polling methodology, I think, by looking at a specific case in which such census taking was employed--to an extent, at least. It is a most fascinating exercise considering planet earth's apex nation, so far as super-power status, in human terms, is concerned. 
 
The twin cities of Sodom and Gomorrah--if we might think of them in that sense, such as we think of Minneapolis/St. Paul as "twin cities"--were powerful commercial societies of their time. These, of course, are infamous as cities whose fate is the stuff made of legend. 
 
During the course of most any week, I come across one TV documentary or the other on one of my favorite such channels that goes into great detail about these cultures. Most often, the documentarians spend their time debunking the true biblical account, choosing instead to give every conceivable reason why these great commercial centers no longer exist. The film-makers tell the biblical story--in their own usually warped versions--but then give natural reasons why Sodom and Gomorrah were obliterated. 
 
Until relatively recent times, the biblical story of Sodom and Gomorrah and their destruction was most often scoffed at by historians. The cities were considered but mere legends. But digs at the southern end of the Dead Sea that continue to bring that civilization to the salty surface makes it crystal clear. These were real places that were devastated by fire and brimstone--just like God's Word proclaims in the Genesis account. 
 
Now, what does all of this have to do with America and statistics on the number of Christians in the nation? We remember the statement by Billy Graham's wife, Ruth Graham. We've all heard the statement many times. The perspicacious Mrs. Graham famously said: "If the Lord doesn't judge America [for its wickedness] He will have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah." 
 
Many of us are in total agreement with her assessment. The reason for that quite harsh assessment is that America, it can be argued, has in some aspects gone even beyond the sinfulness of those two ancient cities. We could examine any number of ways this is true, but for brevity's sake, I'll mention only two. We've looked at these in great detail a number of times in these commentaries. 
 
First, the most glaring similarity, with regard to Sodom and Gomorrah as compared to the United States today, is the matter of homosexuality. That was the great sin emphasized in the Genesis account of God's dealing with that culture in judgment. I don't have to go too deeply into the similarity, because we are all familiar--totally--with things going on just in the past couple of years in this country. The God-ordained union between a man and a woman has been changed by the courts of this land to pervert the God-given institution called marriage. Sexual activity that the Creator calls "abomination" the lawless, God-defying of America call "gay." And, this is not to diminish the equally abominable sexual activity within the heterosexual world--fornication and adultery. 
 
Secondly, the matter of abortion comes front and center in the comparison. Babies in the womb and small children in that ancient society undoubtedly cramped the style of the deviants of the time. The products of the unbridled sexual activity made it easy to sacrifice those babies upon the altar of convenience. The deeper that people went into debauchery, the more self-absorbed and willing to go to any lengths to make their next thrill more exhilarating. 
 
In Sodom and Gomorrah we are talking about cities of thousands; in America we are talking about an entire nation of more than 300 million. They could have aborted only thousands; we-- it is fully documented--abort more than one million per year. Recent undercover video evidence flashes proof in our faces for all to see. Planned Parenthood and its like gives irrefutable evidence that we have gone beyond that ancient people in the degree of unrighteousness perpetrated. And, it is the term "unrighteousness" that is the heart of the matter in the polling question with which we began this essay. The question: What is your religious persuasion? 
 
The nation is, according to the answers given the pollsters, overwhelmingly Christian, even considering the drop in the numbers from 1990 until 2014. We are supposed to believe that 70.6 percent of America's 318.9 million people are Christians. Again, that's more than 247 million claiming to be Christians. 
 
Now we come to the title of our commentary this week, "Almighty's Analysis of America." 
 
People can say they are anything. The human pollsters must take down what they are given. The term "Christian" is accepted at face value and marked on the polling sheet. The Lord of Heaven, however, the Creator of all things--including the human being--goes infinitely more deeply into His polling process. To Him, the precise definition of the term "Christian" is of eternal importance. 
 
The term "Christianity," in Heaven's economy, is tied to "righteousness." To be a Christian, one must be righteous. But, the Bible says the following: "As it is written, There is none righteous no not one" (Romans 3:10). How, then, can anyone be a Christian--that is, how can anyone be considered righteous? 
 
God's grace gift provides the answer. "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). 
 
God sees as righteous only those who have believed in His Son, Jesus Christ for salvation from their sins. "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 6:23); "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Romans 10:13). 
 
When one is "saved," he or she is "righteous" because God sees righteousness only in His beloved Son, who died as sacrifice for all of mankind. 
 
Now we will get back to this matter of America and the percentage of those who say they are Christians. These figures don't compute--don't add up. Mrs. Graham was right. America's degree of depravity, by any stretch, doesn't come under God's definition of righteousness. Revisiting our thoughts on Sodom and Gomorrah, God spoke with His servant, Abraham. He informed Abraham that he was going to have to destroy those wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah because of the great sins of those people. The account is found in Genesis 18:23-33. 
 
Abraham was terribly grieved and pleaded with the Lord. He asked if God could find fifty people who were righteous would He spare the cities. God agreed, but could not. Abraham then pleaded for God to search for forty-five, then forty, then thirty, then twenty, then ten righteous people in order to justify not destroying those places. In each case, the Lord tried but couldn't find even ten. Among the many thousands in Sodom and Gomorrah, the Almighty's Heavenly Census Bureau couldn't find ten people who believed in Him in order to be considered righteous. 
 
As I said, the documentarians are still reporting the findings of the archaeologists who are digging up the destruction of those doomed cities. 
 
More and more I'm wondering--like Ruth Graham must surely have wondered--about the possibility of America's ultimate fate being, if not in fact, in very like manner to that suffered by the city prophesied in Revelation chapter 18. A most encouraging truth in thinking on these things is that God found the man named Lot, a citizen of Sodom, to be "righteous" in His holy eyes. A few of Lot's family were obviously considered likewise, because the Lord removed them from Sodom before the fire and brimstone fell. God said to Lot about that removal to safety: "Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do any thing till thou be come thither" (Genesis 19:22a). 
 
The Lord told Lot that His judgment couldn't fall with its total devastation until the righteous Lot was first taken out of harm's way, and that meant until Lot and his family were completely removed--taken out of--that wicked city. Be encouraged, those of you who are righteous--who believe in Jesus Christ for salvation. Jesus, Himself, in His ascended position at the right hand of His Father, makes a promise to a future generation. He uses the Greek verb "ek," meaning "out of" in His promise. I believe that promise is made to the generation alive today. "Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from [out of] the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth"(Revelation 3:10). 
 
The Lord counts you among those who will, perhaps very soon, hear the words of the Lord Jesus Christ, "Come up here!" (Revelation 4: 1)
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What's In A Name? - Belle Ringer - http://www.salvationandsurvival.com/2015/12/whats-in-name.html
 
     While I'm watching the leaders of the world put on their spectacle called "The Global Warming Summit", I want to take a little side trip to a topic that grabbed my attention over my break.  Even though the President states that climate change offers a threat equal to, or greater, than Islamic terrorism, have you begun to notice that he and a few of the media are beginning to use the term "Daesh" (pronounced variously as DIE-ESH or DASH) to refer to ISIS?  My first thought was, "Isn't it enough that we play this little word game between ISIS and ISIL?  Now we have to add a new name to the discussion?"
 
      Then I decided there had to be a specific reason that this name play is being propagated, so what is the theory and reasoning behind our President, the Prime Minister of Australia, and the various heads of Europe using it?  I found several articles -- all from the Western world -- which basically explained it this way:  Just as ISIS is short for "Islamic State in Iraq and Syria," or "Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham," which is an old Arabic term for the area, and ISIL translates to "Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant," DAESH is supposedly an Arabic acronym for "al-Dawla al-Islamiya fi al-Iraq wa al-Sham", which is what they call themselves.  It can sometimes be spelled DAIISH, Da'esh or Daech, a popular French version.  Confused yet?  (Personally, I don't quite see where you get the letters D-A-E-S-H from that Arabic phrase).  You will also read in the Western media that the reason DAESH hates being called DAESH is because it's similar to the verb Daes, which means "one who crushes something underfoot".   It also sounds similar to Dahes, or "one who sows discord."
 
     Another explanation for the use of DAESH in the West is that, depending on how it is conjugated in Arabic, it can be an insult.  It can mean anything from 'to trample down and crush' to 'a bigot who imposes his view on others' -- not exactly the high opinion that the Islamic Caliphate holds of itself.
 
     You can see why it's easy to attribute those meanings to the new name of the Middle Eastern threat... they make sense to our Western minds.  But then I happened upon an article by Alice Guthrie, an actual Arabic translator.  She attempts to school us, here in the West, about the real reason this new name is being used. 
 
      Guthrie says that not only are these explanations wrong, but the same misinformation is being shared across the Western media -- sometimes word for word -- and it simply doesn't make sense.  To be sure, the acronym of ISIS can be seen in the term "al-Dawla al-Islamiya fi al-Iraq wa al-Sham" (Dawla = State; Islamiya = Islamic; Iraq = Iraq (naturally); and al-Sham = Damascus/Syria).  So, we can see where the word "ISIS" comes from; and can see the connection between DAESH and the Arabic verb Daes (meaning "one who crushes something underfoot"), but why would the self-proclaimed Caliphate give a darn what the Western world calls them?  Why are Leaders and media in the West so determined to add another acronym to their description?
 
      I'll ask the same question Alice Guthrie presents:  Why are the people it describes in such a fury about it? I will let Alice answer her own question:  "Because they hear it, quite rightly, as a challenge to their legitimacy: a dismissal of their aspirations to define Islamic practice, to be 'a state for all Muslims' and - crucially - as a refusal to acknowledge and address them as such. They want to be addressed as exactly what they claim to be, by people so in awe of them that they use the pompous, long and delusional name created by the group, not some funny-sounding made-up word. And here is the very simple key point that has been overlooked in all the English-speaking press coverage I've seen: in Arabic, acronyms are not anything like as widely used as they are in English, and so Arabic-speaking people are not as used to hearing them as those of us in the West are. Thus, the creation and use of a title that stands out as a nonsensical, newly-coined word for an organization like this one is inherently funny, disrespectful, and ultimately threatening of the organization's status."
 
      Guthrie goes on to explain that we must not dismiss the power of social media in the use of DAESH, as well.  The use of this word is part of a multi-pronged, diverse range of efforts by Arabs and Muslims to reject the terrorists' linguistic posturing, their pseudo-classical use of Arabic, their claims to Quranic authority and an absolute foundation in sacred scripture, as reflected in their pompous name. 
 
      So while the use of satire in the East is part of the proliferation of the use of DAESH to describe the self-appointed Caliphate, there is another aspect that the West tends to miss.  First of all, both the shape of the word and the combination of letters in it are suggestive of words from al-jahaliyya, the pre-Islamic Dark Ages or 'age of ignorance' that - as well as being a time rich in poetry and narrative heritage - has huge connotations of hideous barbarity in the popular Arab imagination, being the realm of jinns and monsters and evil spirits and marauding freaks. 
 
      Another  equally important point is another reason why the new acronym is insulting: it's an obviously fictitious name, for an obviously fictional concept. Once again, the Caliphate movement's claim to legitimacy as a state, and it's right to rule, is being rejected as nonsense, reflected in a fabricated nonsense name for them.
 
      So the real reason that the name DAESH insults the Caliphate is not just that the name makes them sound little, silly, and powerless, but that it implies they are monsters, and that they are made-up.  So can you see the frustration and confusion that surrounds the use of this new acronym?  The proper use of it in the Arab-speaking world is designed to insult and de-legitimize the terrorist organization.  But none of that is explained here in the West, and there is no sense of the intended mockery and derision.  So why even use it?  If we, the American and Western audience, don't fully understand the purpose of its use, doesn't the term DAESH tend to add more mystery and authority to these evil men?
 
      Ultimately, I guess the question becomes this:  will the application of the term in the West serve to damage their cause as much as it will in the Middle East?  I don't claim to know the answer to that, but I thought you should have a little more information about the terminology than we have received to date.  So, what is in a name?  In this case, it doesn't change a thing whether you call the Islamic terrorists ISIS, ISIL, or DAESH.... but, now, if you choose to call them by the latest moniker, you'll know WHY.
 
 Ecclesiastes 7:1    "A good name is better than precious ointment, and the day of death than the day of birth."
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Daily Jot: The "president's" sordid connection to the Islamic State - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
The Washington Post's lead story December 1 was about how the US is supplying military aid to the Islamic State (IS). The Post reports: "Iraqi fighters say they have all seen the videos purportedly showing U.S. helicopters airdropping weapons to the militants, and many claim they have friends and relatives who have witnessed similar instances of collusion. Ordinary people also have seen the videos, heard the stories and reached the same conclusion...The United States is supporting the Islamic State..." This is not really news. The US "president" was complicit in the birth of the IS.
 
In September 2013, the UK Telegraph reported that Senator John McCain (R-Az) received assurances from the US "president" that a 50-man cell, "believed to have been trained by US special forces in Jordan," was deploying into Syria. The news story also stated, "Congressional opposition delayed the plan for several weeks and rebel commanders publicly complained the US was still doing nothing to match the Russian-made firepower of the Assad regime. Mr. McCain has been a chief critic of the White House's reluctance to become involved in Syria and has long demanded that [the president] provide the rebels with arms needed to overthrow the regime."
 
In June 2014, Aaron Klein of WorldNetDaily, whose sources in the Middle East have consistently provided solid information, reported that Jordanian officials said "dozens of ISIS members were trained at the time as part of covert aid to the insurgents targeting the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad in Syria. The Jordanian officials said all ISIS members who received U.S. training to fight in Syria were first vetted for any links to extremist groups like al-Qaida." This account was confirmed independently by Der Spiegel and the UK Guardian. Released in 2009 by the US "president's" closing of an Iraqi prison, the IS leader Abu Duaa, now known as Abu Bakr al Baghdadi, transformed al Qaeda in Iraq into the Islamic State.
 
While the Post downplays the US connection to IS, quoting Col. Steve Warren, the US Baghdad military spokesman, who said, "It's beyond ridiculous. There's no one in the West who buys it, but unfortunately, this is something that a segment of the Iraqi population believes." No amount of propaganda can cover the trail of the "president's" support for the Muslim Brotherhood's plan to overthrow secular governments in Northern Africa and the Middle East and replace them with Islamic Sharia rule. The IS was formed to help overthrow Syria's Bashar Assad. And it is very likely that the US helped start it. Turkey, Saudi Arabia and other Arab states also support the IS as a counterbalance to Iran, despite what it has grown to be. 2 Timothy 3:13 says, "But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived." This is true.
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Daily Devotion: A Messed-Up Family Tree - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
"I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star." -Revelation 22:16
 
In the first century, Jesus was not a unique name. Many boys were named Jesus, which meant "Jehovah is salvation." But there was only one person who has embodied that name in all it was, and that is the Lord Jesus.
 
The angel Gabriel told Mary, "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David" (Luke 1:32). That word great is from the Greek word megas, the same word from which we get our English term mega, conveying the idea of bigness and magnitude. Jesus would be the very definition of the word great-mega, if you will.
 
Gabriel also said that He would come from "the throne of His father David" (verse 32). David is a unique figure in Scripture, described on one hand as the sweet psalmist of Israel and a man after God's own heart. But we also know of David's foibles and shortcomings. Two names connected with David sum up his life: Goliath and Bathsheba. Goliath represents David's greatest victory, while Bathsheba represents his greatest defeat. David was a flawed man, yet Jesus was called "the Root and the Offspring of David" (Revelation 22:16). And as Jesus was engaged in His ministry, He was referred to as the Son of David. Clearly Jesus was connected to this man.
 
So if you think you have a dysfunctional family, take a look at Jesus' family tree. Some of the most unsavory characters who made it into the most exclusive genealogy in human history include prostitutes, liars, cheats, adulterers, and even a murderer.
 
What does this say to us? Even before Jesus was born into that family tree, His ancestry pointed to one thing: Christ came into the world to save sinners.
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The Truth about Christmas:
Naughty or Nice?
 
For most of the world, Christmas has become little more than an annual exercise in spending money we don't have, to buy things for need for people who don't need it! 
Christmas is certainly the most gift giving time of the year, but it seems that the true meaning and purpose for Christmas have become lost. Traditionally, Christmas was the time of the year set aside to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. However, these days, many people have no idea that Jesus is associated with Christmas. Furthermore, for the last several years, the world has attempted to completely strip any mention of Christ from Christ-mas. With the banning of singing traditional Christmas songs in our schools, and preventing public nativity displays in our cities, and many retailers replacing merry Christmas with happy holidays, the question needs to be asked, should a believer even celebrate Christmas?
 
The debate about whether or not Christians should celebrate Christmas has been raging for centuries. There are equally sincere and committed Christians on both sides of the issue, each with multiple reasons why or why not Christmas should be celebrated in Christian homes. Many evangelical Christians believe that Christmas is a pagan celebration dressed up in "Christian clothes." While many Christians mark Christmas as a special day to worship Christ and give thanks for His entrance into the world, they reject anything to do with Santa Claus, Christmas trees, exchanging gifts, and the like.
But what does the Bible say? Does the Bible give clear direction as to whether Christmas is a holiday to be celebrated by Christians?
Join us as we examine the origins and meanings behind our Christmas traditions in this informative Bible based video. This video will be released on *December 6th 2015. You can pre-order this new DVD today! When you pre-order one of our videos, not only are you making sure you get your copy early, you are also helping to offset the production costs, thank you! 
(*subject to change)
 
The Truth about Christmas: Naughty or Nice?
 
Click Here To Order This New Video
 
Or write us at:

 Prophecy Update
P.O. Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Magog Rising - Preview Trailer 

More than 2,500 years ago, God gave the prophet Ezekiel an astonishing prophecy to give to the world, one that would be fulfilled in "the latter days." Many Bible scholars feel that the prophesied events, found in Ezekiel 38 and 39, could be fulfilled in the near future, and that we might already be witnessing the stage being set and the actors being moved into place, in light of current events happening in the Middle East, right now.
 
In Ezekiel 38, Russia, Iran, and an alliance of Muslim nations invade Israel due to a "hook placed in the mouth of Russia" to bring Russia down to invade Israel. That hook could very well be the natural-gas fields discovered off the coast of Israel or the more recent finding of massive oil deposits in the Golan Heights.
 
With Russian and Iranian military forces now cooperating  and engaging in combat in Syria, just miles north of the border of Israel, people are asking if these events are setting the stage for the fulfillment of what Bible scholars call the "War of Gog & Magog" that is supposed to take place in the End of Days?
 
Join us in this exciting new DVD as we examine Ezekiel 38 & 39 and the infamous war of Gog & Magog, and compare it to today's headlines and current events in the Middle East.
 
This DVD will be released on *December 6th, 2015, and you can pre-order this DVD right now. When you pre-order one of our DVD's not only are you making sure that you receive your DVD as soon as it is released, you are also helping to offset the production costs of these very expensive projects. (*subject to change).
 
TO ORDER THIS NEW DVD - CLICK HERE
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Now Shipping!
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War
 About the time of the end the biblical prophet Ezekiel tells of a future invasion of Israel by a vast coalition of nations, known as the battle of Gog and Magog, we find this in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39. As we read the headlines in the newspapers of today, and witness the conflicts in the Middle East, it's not hard to imagine that this invasion prophesied over 2600 years ago, could be fulfilled in the immediate future.  Ezekiel 36-37 predicts a gathering of the Jews to the nation of Israel, which will be followed by this massive invasion.  For 19 centuries, the Jewish people were scattered throughout the world, and until May 14, 1948, there was no nation of Israel to invade.  With the nation of Israel now a reality, the stage seems set for the war that will usher in the tribulation and the rise of the Antichrist; a war that will end with the destruction of Israel's enemies by God Himself, and lead to the signing of a peace treaty with the Antichrist.
 
As you read Ezekiel 38 and 39, it isn't just the creation of the nation of Israel that makes this prophecy seem likely to be fulfilled in the near future.  The nations that God tells us will form this coalition against Israel seem more likely now than perhaps ever before to form just such an alliance." The leaders of this coalition will be Russia and Iran, and currently both of these nations are right on Israel's doorstep, under the pretense of battling ISIS in Syria. I believe that there are a couple of unfulfilled prophecies that will lead-up to this massive invasion of Israel, and as we read today's headlines, we find that the fulfillment of these two prophesied events, could happen very soon! 
 
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War


To Order this Video on DVD Click Here!
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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