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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. The ISIS Trail of Death: Six countries, six attacks, at least 525 killed this fall
1. Woman Police Officer Sustains 'Massive' Injury, Bitten By 'Rampaging', Gun-Grab Migrant Screaming 'Allah Hu Akbar'
1. America's Muslims object to Obama's push for more self-surveillance
1. Social media giants step up battle against terrorist activity
1. FBI puts California terrorist's dad on watch list
1. Officials say San Bernardino killer was planning attack in 2012 
1. California shooters had contact with other American, European extremists
1. Investigators looking into possibility Tashfeen Malik was 'an operative'
1. Farook took out debt consolidation loan to support San Bernardino massacre: source
1. Arab Bank wins US appeal over thousands of terror-finance claims
1. Ex-Australia PM Tony Abbott says Islam must reform
1. UK officials react angrily to Trump comments on Muslims in London
1. White House says Trump's Muslim comments disqualify him for president
1. US Jewish organizations harshly criticize Trump ahead of Israel visit
1. Zionist Union MK calls Trump 'racist,' adds he's not welcome to Knesset 
1. Trump vindicated again - Islamic immigrants violate Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952
1. FDR Halted German, Japanese Naturalization After Pearl Harbor
1. Carter Banned Iranians from Coming to US During Hostage Crisis
1. Rupert Murdoch on Trump's Immigration Stance: "Complete Refugee Pause" Makes Sense
1. Bill to tighten visa restrictions passes in US House of Representatives
1. Migrant crisis: Sweden to open first tent refugee camp since Bosnian war
1. Christian Relief Group on Refugees: What Matters Is Who's Vulnerable, Not Religion
1. Leaked ISIS Documents Reveal Terrorist Group's Plans to Set Up Full Government
1. Amnesty report: ISIS armed with U.S. weapons
1. Flesh-eating skin disease grips ISIS-controlled areas in Syria 
1. Dalai Lama calls for 'dialogue' with ISIS
1. Erdogan: Turkey 'insists' on safe zones, support for moderate Syrian forces
1. Iraqi PM asks NATO to press Turkey to pull troops from north Iraq
1. Turkish PM says wants to visit Baghdad amid row over troops
1. Russia says Turkey acted 'recklessly' by sending troops into Iraq
1. Russian submarine equipped with cruise missiles off Syria coast
1. Russia says it hit Islamic State with submarine-launched missile for first time
1. Can Putin Bomb His Way Out of Sanctions?
1. Russia expects Iran nuclear deal to be implemented in January
1. US conducting 'serious review' of reports Iran conducted missile test
1. France says 'very attentive' to Iran UN ballistic missile curbs
1. Air France to resume Paris-Tehran flights from April
1. A far-right, pro-Israel France? Expert says this is where all of Europe is heading 
1. New Mossad chief facing challenge of Islamic State and empowered Iran
1. ISIS terror cell planned attacks inside Israel
1. Jerusalem mayor: Armed citizens help deter terror
1. Swedish PM: Stabbing attacks in Israel not terrorism
1. Two Israelis wounded in stabbing attack in Hebron area
1. Rivlin outlines vision for peace in DC 
1. Customs officials intercept 4,000 dolls promoting anti-Israel incitement 
1. Netanyahu: Gas plan is vital to Israel's existence
1. German, US Jewish NGOs strongly rebuke Merkel's support for labels on settlement products
1. Fleeing recession and violence, Brazilian Jews flock to Israel
1. At Least Nine Dead After Taliban Attacks Afghan Airport
1. Congress warns: 'Commercial flights still major target for terrorism' - Top TSA Official Stumped On How to Improve Airport Security
1. Google's chairman wants algorithms to censor the internet for hate speech
1. Why 2015 Was a Breakthrough Year in Artificial Intelligence
1. Police Chiefs Say Scrutiny Over Videos Has Radically Changed Their Work - More Political, Less Secure
1. Smartphones to die out 'within five years' and get replace with artificial intelligence, says new study
1. This smart car seems to have tattled on its driver
1. Australian police raid Sydney home of reported bitcoin creator
1. Ted Cruz: U.S. Is One Liberal Justice Away from End of Gun Rights
1. Opec bid to kill off US shale sends oil price down to 2009 low
1. Oil price could hit $20 as Opec ditches quotas
1. New US space mining law to spark interplanetary gold rush
1. 5.6 magnitude earthquake hits near Ovalle, Chile
1. Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 25,000ft
1. Mt Etna volcano in Italy erupts to 15,000ft
1. Santa Maria volcano in Guatemala erupts to 14,000ft
1. Chennai, India: End in Sight to Historic, Deadly Flooding
1. Norway - Record Rain Causes Flooding in South
1. Wettest day in Portland history causes landslides, floods
1. Beijing's 'airpocalypse': city shuts down amid three-day smog red alert
1. Cardinal: If climate talks stall, pope may gently intervene
1. Pope Francis Calls for 'God's Mercy' at Start of Yearlong Jubilee
1. Going to pot? Canada leads way in legalizing marijuana
1. Two hospitalized, nearly 200 sickened in Seattle norovirus outbreak
1. 80 sickened after eating at Chipotle, Boston College says
1. Disease-resistant pigs latest win for gene editing technology
1. Transgender AND Transager: 52 Year-Old Father Lives as a 6 Year-Old Girl
1. District Votes to Allow Trans. Student in Girls' Locker Room After Feds. Threaten to Pull $6M in Funding
1. Satanic group plans Christmas 'snaketivity' to rival Christmas Nativity display
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: What Did That Parable Really Mean? 
1. El-Sisi in Athens to press forward on big Egyptian-Greek-Israeli gas deal  
1. 'Does not Israel as rightfully belong to the Jews?'  
1. Supernatural Dreams Open Doors for Jesus in Iran  
1. 79 percent of evangelicals believe violence across the Middle East is a sign that the end times are nearer 
1. The Messiah in Hanukkah - Messianic Significance of Chanukah  
1. Daily Jot: Trump remarks expose lack of common sense 
1. Daily Devotion: The First to Hear 
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What Did That Parable Really Mean? - Rebecca J. Brimmer - http://www.bridgesforpeace.com/us/teaching-letter/article/what-did-that-parable-really-mean
 
My husband is an Israeli tour guide, and he says that parables are stories taught while on the road. I can certainly imagine Yeshua (Jesus) telling stories as He walked with His disciples.
 
Generally, when we think of parables we think of Yeshua's use of them. However, He did not invent the parable. It was a communication tool used by other rabbis of the era. In Hebrew it is called a mashal and can mean proverbs, fictional stories, poems, fables, riddles or allegories. David Stern, an authority on rabbinic parables says, "above all else, the mashal represents the greatest effort to imagine God in all rabbinic literature."
 
According to Brad Young, "The Jesus of the Synoptic Gospels loves to use miniature plays to communicate his message. The word-picture of the parable creates a drama that re-describes in clear terms the reality being illustrated. The resemblance between the reality and the illustration makes an instructive comparison."
 
Parables are stories that illustrate a deeper truth. They are often word pictures. They utilize imagery that is easily understood and may be commonplace. Some have described parables as an earthly story with heavenly meaning. It seems clear that they were a method of communication meant to instruct, to illuminate, to bring a grand or high concept to light using everyday imagery. The parables of Yeshua were entertaining. They grabbed attention. There was generally a shocking element. You might forget a dry sermon but you were unlikely to forget the surprising twists in Yeshua's stories. Let's look a little closer at some of the parables of Yeshua (one from each Gospel).
 
The Sheep and the Goats-Matthew 25
 
This parable is part of the Olivet Discourse. The disciples of Yeshua had asked Him, "Tell us when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?" (Matt. 24:3b). Yeshua answered their question in Chapter 24. In addition He gave teaching about the way we need to act in the end times. There are six parables in Matthew 24-25. These include the budding fig tree, the thief, the steward, the wise and foolish girls, the talents and pounds, and the sheep and the goats.
 
With the exception of the budding fig tree, I believe all are about how we should act in the end times. The parable of the thief is an injunction to be watchful. The parable of the steward and the talents are instructions about being faithful with the master's resources. The parable of the virgins is about being prepared. The parable of the sheep and the goats is about the importance of caring for the needy, and the fact that nations will be judged by how they treat the downtrodden.
 
The word translated "nations" in Matthew 25:32 is the Greek word ethnos. It could also mean people groups, or tribes. In 1 Peter 2:9, Paul uses the term for Gentile Christians, calling us "a holy nation."
 
Yeshua says the people groups, or nations will be separated into sheep and goat categories at the Judgment. They will be judged according to their actions toward the brethren of Yeshua (Matt. 25:40). Those who provide food, water, clothing, visit prisoners and the sick, or provide hospitality to strangers will be in the sheep category and will "inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world" (Matt. 25:34). Those who don't will be on the goat side and, "these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life" (Matt. 25:46).
 
Let's think about the context. Yeshua is a first-century Jewish teacher who is answering questions posed by His twelve Jewish disciples. This is before the first Gentiles were welcomed into the "Way." Acts 10 describes how difficult it was to convince Peter to go to Cornelius, the first Gentile to accept Yeshua and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
 
When these Jewish men, living in a community of faith (Judaism) heard the One they acknowledged as the Messiah speak about His brethren, I am sure they thought He was speaking about the needy among the Jewish nation. Of course believers should follow the principles found here and minister to all those in need around the world. But, I also think that we should anticipate that this also means that the nations (people groups) will be judged for how they treat the Jewish people (the natural brothers of our Jewish Savior). The prophet Joel also speaks about the judgment of the nations (Hebrew goyim) and clearly links it to their treatment of "My people, My heritage Israel" (Joel 3:2).
 
This parable also exhibits a primary character trait of God-mercy and compassion. As we follow the Lord in these last days, let's not forget to show His mercy and compassion to those in need.
 
The Wicked Husbandmen-Mark 12
 
The parable of the wicked husbandmen or tenants is found in all three Synoptic Gospels (Matt. 21:33-46; Mark 12:1-12; and Luke 20:9-19). The Christian argument that God has rejected the Jewish people in favor of Christians has been fueled by historic Christian interpretation of this parable.
 
In the parable Yeshua tells of an owner of a vineyard who leased the vineyard to vinedressers and then went away to a far country for a long time. After a period of time he sent a servant to collect his share of the crop. The tenants beat the servant and sent him away with nothing. He sent another servant who was treated similarly. Finally the owner sent his beloved son, whom they killed. The owner in response destroyed the tenants and gave the vineyard to others.
 
Traditional Christian interpretation treats the parable like an allegory. David Wenham describes the meaning, "...the general drift of the parable is plain. It is the story of God sending first the prophets and then Yeshua to the people of Israel, patiently calling them to 'bear fruit.' It is the story of their violent rejection of that call, culminating in the killing of Yeshua; and it is the story of God taking action to punish Israel and 'to give the vineyard' to others." With this interpretation the "others" are Christians who have now replaced the Jewish people.
 
I would like to look at this parable from its historical and cultural context, rather than through the lens of later Christian doctrines, often formed by anti-Semitic church leaders.
 
The Jewish people were living under the oppressive rule of Rome. Herod was the Roman-installed king. Herod controlled the priesthood. He killed the high priest and installed his own (Simeon) and subsequently the office of high priest was purchased using political favors and money. The Sadducean sect of Judaism was in the seat of power. They were minions of Rome. Pious Jews of the time, including Yeshua and His disciples were horrified by the corruption of the holy Temple. According to Dr. David Flusser, the people of Israel were against the corrupt priesthood and Yeshua was in solidarity with the Jewish people in rejecting the corrupt leadership of that generation. We can see the depth of Yeshua's anger by the way He cleansed the Temple not long before teaching this parable.
 
 This parable was taught in Jerusalem during the last week before Yeshua's crucifixion. The Nelson Study Bible note says, "When Yeshua taught in Jerusalem during His last week, His parables focused on the acceptance or rejection of Him. This time even the priests and Pharisees perceived He was speaking about them. They were stung by Yeshua's parables, and they despised Him and His message." In fact, all three Gospel accounts say that the chief priests and scribes responded angrily because they knew He was talking about them. The Gospel writers do not deny this fact.
 
The traditional interpretation has to overlook the fact that all of Yeshua's followers were also Jews. In fact it was His Jewish followers who took the Gospel to the known world. Subsequently, all who have faith in Yeshua today received our great gift from the hands of Jewish believers from the first century.
 
So what did the parable mean to the original listeners? I believe that the vineyard is Israel. Yeshua wasn't speaking against the vineyard. He was speaking against the evil tenants, those who had been given authority in the vineyard-the corrupt priesthood and religious court of the day. Yeshua was predicting that the chief priest and Sanhedrin, in collusion with Roman leaders, would seize and kill Him. They had rejected the Son of God. He was not rejecting the people of Israel, many of whom followed Him. Interestingly, there was no remnant of the Sect of the Sadducees after AD 70.
 
The prevalent teaching of the historical church that God has rejected the Jewish people is not supported by this parable. Jeremiah said that as long as the sun, moon and stars are in place, God would never forget His covenant with them (Jer. 31:33-35). The Apostle Paul said in regards to natural Israel, "the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable" (Rom. 11:29).
 
Places at the Table-Luke 14:7-14
 
In this very practical parable Yeshua advises how to act at a wedding feast and whom to invite to a feast. In the first half of the passage, He advises not to sit in the places of honor but to take a humble position, and in the second half He advises inviting those whom society could view as less desirable guests. As is common with parables, both pieces of advice may have been shocking or caused the hearers to stop and consider. Not only does He encourage those, who might be deserving of honor, not to expect it, but then He says that we should not show honor to those who can return it-rather we should give honor to those we might consider undeserving.
 
The setting for the parable is the home of a prominent Pharisee. Luke 14:1 says, "Now it happened, as He went into the house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees to eat bread on the Sabbath, that they watched Him closely." The home of this ruler of the Pharisees was most likely a spacious, upper class dwelling. We don't know if Yeshua was an honored guest or not, but He was certainly a noticed guest since everyone was watching Him. He was also watching the actions of the other guests.
 
It is possible that in an upper class dwelling they may have been dining at a triclinium table. This was a Roman formal dining table composed of three sides in a U-shape. Diners would recline on couches or pillows on the outer sides of the table leaving the center open for the servers. There was a definite order of seating with the most important guests sitting on the left side and the least important on the right side. The first three places on the left were for the host, the honored guest and the best friend of the host. I can picture Yeshua watching those who thought highly of themselves vying for the seats closest to the host. His advice? Take the lowest seats, because it is better to be moved up than to be embarrassed by being asked to take a less important seat. Then He says, "For whoever exalts himself will be humbled and whoever humbles himself will be exalted" (Luke 14:11).
 
In today's world, humility seems almost a forgotten virtue. We are advised to self-promote and many in prominent positions even hire people to help promote them. In Judaism humility has always been desirable. In fact Moses is described as "very humble, more than all men who were on the face of the earth!" (Num. 12:3).
 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, the former Chief Rabbi of Great Britain once wrote about humility. "Humility-true humility-is one of the most expansive and life-enhancing of all virtues. It does not mean undervaluing yourself. It means valuing other people. It signals a certain openness to life's grandeur and the willingness to be surprised, uplifted, by goodness wherever one finds it. I learned the meaning of humility from my late father. He had come over to this country at the age of five, fleeing persecution in Poland. His family was poor and he had to leave school at the age of fourteen to support them. What education he had was largely self-taught. Yet he loved excellence, in whatever field or form it came. He had a passion for classical music and painting, and his taste in literature was impeccable, far better than mine. He was an enthusiast. He had-and this was what I so cherished in him-the capacity to admire. That, I think, is what the greater part of humility is, the capacity to be open to something greater than oneself. False humility is the pretense that one is small. True humility is the consciousness of standing in the presence of greatness, which is why it is the virtue of prophets, those who feel most vividly the nearness of G-d."
 
In the second part of the parable, Yeshua says that "When you give a feast invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind..." (Luke 14:13). I wonder how His host felt about these comments! Probably those attending the feast were prominent people (who expected to sit in good seats at the table). Perhaps it was a poke at His host. I guess we will never know.
 
I don't think Yeshua is saying that you should never invite your friends and family, but there is no special reward for doing so-you receive your reward when they return the invitation. When you invite those with needs, the poor, and sick, for example, you can expect a reward-at the "resurrection of the just" (Luke 14:14). This reminds me of Matthew 25 when Yeshua says we will be judged by how we treat the least of His brethren. It seems that God feels very strongly about His people showing compassion and love to those in need. James says, "Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world" (James 1:27).
 
James goes on to warn against showing preferential treatment to the wealthy. "For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, 'You sit here in a good place,' and say to the poor man, 'You stand there,' or, 'Sit here at my footstool,' have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?" (James 2:2-5).
 
Every story has a moral doesn't it? Remember Rabbi Sacks said that true humility is valuing other people. To paraphrase Yeshua, we should allow others to value us and we should value others, even those the world says have little value.
 
The Good Shepherd-John 10:1-18
 
The Bible is full of rich imagery to help its readers better understand deep spiritual truths. One of the oft-repeated images is that of a shepherd with his sheep. The prophets spoke of good shepherds and corrupt shepherds. God is referred to as our Shepherd. One of the most beloved of all psalms, by both Christians and Jews, is Psalm 23. It communicates the great care that the Lord has for His people.
 
In Scripture, leaders are frequently referred to as shepherds. Shepherds were responsible for the well-being of the sheep and, in every way, guarded and provided for them. Using an image such as a shepherd, communicated more than the simple words we read. Instantly, the original hearers of the Word thought of the all-encompassing care that a shepherd would take for this flock. In Israel, the shepherd acted in every way as a leader. The shepherd led the sheep to food and water; he protected against wild animals, inclement weather and unscrupulous individuals.
 
In John 10 Yeshua referred to Himself as the "good shepherd." Here Yeshua uses the metaphor of sheep and shepherds to communicate truths about Himself. It is impossible to adequately write about every nuance of this passage, so I have chosen to highlight a few points.
 
 First let's think about the context. According to the Nelson Study Bible, Yeshua was in Jerusalem when He spoke these words. "In John 7, Jesus journeyed to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles (7:2,10). All of the events between 7:10 and 10:39 take place on that visit to Jerusalem."
 
Yeshua's disciples were devout Jewish men in Jerusalem during the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot). They were sleeping in temporary dwellings (huts, booths or tabernacles). They could see the Temple which was on a high place and visible to all.
 
In John 10 Yeshua talks about being the good shepherd, and contrasts the good shepherd with hirelings. We know from history that the devout Jews of the day were distressed about corruption in the Temple. It seems clear that Yeshua's hearers would have immediately identified the hirelings with the Temple leadership "hired" by Herod instead of the legitimate leadership. It seems likely that they would have thought of the passage in Ezekiel 34.
 
 "Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God to the shepherds: "Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flocks? You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the flock"...For thus says the LORD God; 'Indeed I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the places where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day'" (Ezek. 34:2-3,11-13). This prophetic message goes on to tell how the flock will be scattered, and will be re-gathered and fed by God's servant "David," a clear reference to the Messiah.
 
When Yeshua said, "I am the good shepherd," He was not only assuring them of His deep love and care but He was making clear statements about Himself as Messiah. He says, "I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own" (John 10:14). He reminds His hearers that the sheep know their shepherd's voice and he calls them by name (John 10:3). Surely those listening thought of Psalm 23-The Lord is my shepherd.
 
 He goes on to prophesy His death, "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep." (John 10:11). Continuing He says, "Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have the power to lay it down and the power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father." (John 10:17-18). This verse is very important. For centuries the Jewish people have been blamed for killing Jesus. Yet, here Yeshua clearly denies that claim. He freely gave His life for the sheep. Even in the shadow of the Temple, and the corruption therein, knowing that "hireling" leaders would conspire with the Romans to kill Him, Yeshua makes a clear statement that His death is the plan of God.
 
One last thought. This happened during Sukkot, the time when Israel lived in flimsy huts emphasizing their total dependence on God. Later the Apostle John would write, "And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, 'Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God'" (Rev. 21:3).
 
Oh the riches to be found in the Word of God. We have barely scratched the surface of four parables. My prayer is that we will have a hunger to understand the truths of God's Word through the lens of the historic context of the Bible.
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El-Sisi in Athens to press forward on big Egyptian-Greek-Israeli gas deal - http://www.debka.com/article/25070/El-Sisi-in-Athens-to-press-forward-on-big-Egyptian-Greek-Israeli-gas-deal-
 
Egyptian President Abdel Fatteh El-Sisi has arrived in Athens for three days of talks with Greek Prime Minister Alex Tsipras on a plan for establishing the first ever Mediterranean consortium for the joint exploitation of Israeli, Egyptian and Cypriot off-shore gas wells. debkafile's Middle East sources disclose in an exclusive report.
 
 Tuesday, Dec. 8, when Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu defended his government's handling of Israel's offshore gas bonanza in a briefing to the Knesset Economy Committee, he faced a barrage of opposition criticism, much of which focused on unfounded claims that Egypt had dropped out of a deal for the purchase of Israeli gas.
 
The consortium, in advanced negotiation between the Egyptian president, Greek Prime Minister Alexs Tsipras and Binyamin Netanyahu, is designed for two goals. which are to satisfy the gas requirements of Greece, Cyprus, Israel, Jordan, Egypt and the Palestinian Authority, and to export the remainder to Europe.
 
 The three parties are studying three alternative plans:
 
1. Transfer the Mediterranean gas to Greece and then pipeline it to Europe: Greek Prime Minister Tsipras raised this option with Netanyahu during his unexpected visit to Jerusalem on Nov. 26.  He proposed linking the Israeli gas fields, especially the largest Leviathan well, with the Cypriot offshore Aphrodite gas field and Egypt's Zohr Mediterranean field, and so make it possible to transfer the gas to Greece and from there to Europe.
 
 Tsipras maintained that the European Union, of which Greece is a member, would consider taking part in the construction of the new pipeline networks together with the gas terminals necessary for exporting it.
 
2. Transfer the gas of all three countries via Turkey.
 
3. Build a pipeline from the Israeli oil port city of Ashkelon to Egypt. Western Egypt has two giant gas-processing facilities on its Mediterranean coast, one owned by British Gas and the other by Spain's Union Fenosa Gas. They could transform the gas to LNG for shipping by tanker to Europe.
 
In his briefing to the Knesset committee, Netanyahu maintained, "The bottom line is that I see the supply of gas as the basis for protecting (Israel's) national security, and we need to be strong in order to gain alliances and make peace."
 
In Athens, the Egyptian President echoed those sentiments when he said: "More cooperation is needed in these difficult times and in this sensitive area. Such cooperation could be in the exploitation of mineral resources, it could be an economic cooperation and even a military cooperation," he said.
 
In other words, joint exploitation of the Mediterranean gas fields will enable the countries of the region to confront the security challenges that they face, as well as facilitate economic cooperation and joint military efforts to protect the gas fields and pipelines.
 
debkafile's sources report that El-Sisi, Cypriot President Nicos Anastasiades and the Israeli and Greek prime ministers are planning a summit meeting in the coming days to bring forward and seal a deal for the  economic consolidation of the Egyptian, Israeli and Cypriot gas fields and the means for exporting the gas.
 
Despite the arguments put forward against the government's handling of the gas issue by Knesset members, including opposition leader Yitzhak Herzog and loudest opponent of the gas deal, his  fellow party member Shelly Yachimovich, the key facts are indisputable.
 
Their party, the Zionist Union, constantly advocates a quest for peace based on regional alliances. Yet when an important regional alliance becomes feasible, on the basis of cooperation in the exploitation of Mediterranean gas, its leaders try and shout it down. They are even proposing to endlessly delay the entire project by petitions to Israel's Supreme Court. This step would make one of Israel's leading political parties guilty of frustrating one of the most important and productive political and security-related developments Israel has attained in recent years.
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'Does not Israel as rightfully belong to the Jews?' - Bill Federer -
http://www.wnd.com/2015/12/does-not-israel-as-rightfully-belong-to-the-jews/?cat_orig=education
 
Bill Federer recounts historical American support for God's chosen people
 
The play "Fiddler on the Roof" recounts the story of Jewish persecution in Eastern Europe and Russia.
 
President Abraham Lincoln, shortly after he signed the Emancipation Proclamation, met with Canadian Christian Zionist, Henry Wentworth Monk, regarding the oppression of Russian and Turkish Jews. Lincoln showed sympathy for Monk's pleas of "restoring them to their national home in Palestine." Lincoln noted this was "a noble dream and one shared by many Americans."
 
On May 22, 1872, President Ulysses S. Grant wrote to Congress: "In answer to a resolution of the House of Representatives ... requesting me to join the Italian government in a protest against the intolerant and cruel treatment of the Jews in Romania, I transmit a report from the Secretary of State relative to the subject."
 
President Chester A. Arthur had stated, Dec. 4, 1882: "Our long-established friendliness with Russia ... has prompted me to proffer the earnest counsels of this government that measures be adopted for suppressing the proscription which the Hebrew race in that country has lately suffered."
 
In 1891, pogroms incited by Czar Alexander III provoked an outcry by many prominent Americans, including the chief justice of the Supreme Court and speaker of the House. Rev. William E. Blackstone and Cardinal James Gibbons presented a petition on behalf of the persecuted Jews of Russia to President Benjamin Harrison and Secretary of State James. The petition was signed by notable leaders, including John D. Rockefeller, J.P. Morgan, Cyrus McCormick, the U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice, D.L. Moody, A.T. Pierson, Philip Schaff and future president William McKinley.
 
The petition stated: "Why shall not the powers which under the treaty of Berlin, in 1878, gave Bulgaria to the Bulgarians and Serbia to the Serbians now give Palestine back to the Jews? ... These provinces, as well as Romania, Montenegro, and Greece, were wrested from the Turks and given to their natural owners. Does not Israel as rightfully belong to the Jews?"
 
Rev. William E. Blackstone's petition, which he also sent to Queen Victoria and Czar Alexander III, continued: "We believe this is an appropriate time for all nations and especially the Christian nations of Europe to show kindness to Israel. A million of exiles, by their terrible suffering, are piteously appealing to our sympathy, justice, and humanity. Let us now restore to them the land of which they were so cruelly despoiled by our Roman ancestors."
 
Rev. William E. Blackstone, who later corresponded with Theodor Herzl, called for the first international conference: "to consider the Israelite claim to Palestine as their ancient home, and to promote in any other just and proper way the alleviation of their suffering condition."
 
President Benjamin Harrison wrote Dec. 9, 1891: "This government has found occasion to express ... to the government of the Czar its serious concern because of the harsh measures now being enforced against the Hebrews in Russia. ... By the revival of anti-semitic laws, long in abeyance, great numbers of those unfortunate people have been constrained to abandon their homes and leave the Empire by reason of the impossibility of finding subsistence within the pale to which it is sought to confine them. ..."
 
President Harrison continued: "The immigration of these people to the United States - many others countries being closed to them - is largely increasing. ... It is estimated that over 1,000,000 will be forced from Russia within a few years. ..."
 
Harrison went on: "The Hebrew is never a beggar; he has always kept the law - life by toil - often under severe and oppressive civil restrictions. ... It is also true that no race, sect, or class has more fully cared for its own than the Hebrew race. ..."
 
President Benjamin Harrison concluded: "This consideration, as well as the suggestion of humanity, furnishes ample ground for the remonstrances which we have presented to Russia."
 
On Dec. 2, 1895, President Grover Cleveland wrote to Congress: "Correspondence is on foot touching the practice of Russian consuls ... to interrogate citizens as to their race and religious faith, and upon ascertainment thereof to deny to Jews authentication of passports of legal documents for use in Russia. ... Such a proceeding imposes a disability ... and ... is an obnoxious invasion. ... It has elicited fitting remonstrance."
 
President Theodore Roosevelt addressed Congress, Dec. 6, 1904: "It is inevitable that such a nation should desire eagerly to give expression to its horror on an occasion like that of the massacre of the Jews in Kishenef."
 
President Woodrow Wilson made a plea for aid to stricken Jewish people, Jan. 11, 1916: "Whereas in the various countries now engaged in war there are nine millions of Jews, the great majority of whom are destitute of food, shelter, and clothing ... have been driven from their homes without warning, deprived of an opportunity to make provision for their most elementary wants, causing starvation, disease and untold suffering; and Whereas the people of the United States of America have learned with sorrow of this terrible plight of millions of human beings and have most generously responded to the cry for help. ... Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, president of the United States ... do appoint and proclaim January 27, 1916, as a day upon which the people of the United States may make such contributions as they feel disposed for the aid of the stricken Jewish people."
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Supernatural Dreams Open Doors for Jesus in Iran - Chris Mitchell - http://www.charismanews.com/world/53646-supernatural-dreams-open-doors-for-jesus-in-iran
 
When the world sees the barbaric acts of ISIS, there tends to be talk of either war or hopelessness and defeat. Despite the evil, some Christians say God is at work in areas where darkness seems to reign.
 
As ISIS conquered parts of northern Iraq and persecuted Christian minorities, the Gospel actually began to spread.
 
"So besides the darkness coming in, trying to get the salt and light out-killing lives and bringing so much pain and suffering-on the other hand, we're seeing the rise of the presence of God, worship, prayer, experiencing Jesus and people being open to the Gospel and being open to follow Him, even from Muslim background," one man named Fabian, who asked that his full name not be disclosed, told CBN News.
 
Supernatural Encounters
 
Fabian leads a house of prayer in Kurdistan. He said he's met a number of people who've had supernatural encounters with Jesus.
 
"People in these streets and in these refugee camps, from places where ISIS has occupied, even people from here are encountering Jesus in dreams and visions," Fabian said.
 
Those divine encounters are not limited to ISIS-controlled areas. It's a phenomenon happening throughout the Middle East.
 
CBN News met with some Iranians visiting Kurdistan who wanted to share their stories. We concealed their identities for their own protection.
 
"Suddenly, one of the nights when I was in my bed, I just dreamed and the Light was speaking as I'm speaking to you now," A woman we'll call "Abby" told CBN News. "It was speaking to me and calling my name verbally and saying 'Come to me. I will save you and I will rescue you.'" 
 
"But I didn't understand, actually, how this could be. Others in the dream said, 'Come with us, please do not hesitate. Come to us and we will rescue you.' I believed in the dream, but I didn't surrender my whole life to the source of the light, which was Christ," she explained.
 
That decision soon followed for "Abby" and her mother. 
 
"This year, about seven months ago, we made our own decision to follow Jesus with all our hearts," she continued.
 
"When we came here, they gave us an explanation about the life of Christ and the Kingdom of God according to the Gospel," she said. "Here we realized the dream that I dreamed was Jesus. He is calling us to give us salvation and to give us rest, to give us life."
 
CBN News asked what dangers Abby faces back in Iran.
 
"If people knew about my faith, I would be rejected by the people," she said. "This is a kind of social persecution. If the government knew about my faith, I would be executed or hanging in the street at once."
 
Being 'Reborn'
 
Another woman, "Barbara," began to read the New Testament.
 
"When I first started to read the Gospel, a power came out through the Bible to my heart," she explained. "It was just like a small rock in the middle of a sea, yes, of the sea ... a power came into my life and I felt that I'm not the same person."
 
"I'm about to reborn and coming out from something very dead, very bad and something that happened to me is unique," she said.
 
Then came her dream. 
 
"One of the nights when I went to my bed I saw, I saw Jesus," she continued. "He was talking about me in heaven-about the Kingdom of God. When I saw Jesus, He was pointing out to me. Later He told me that I had to read the Gospel in order to strengthen my faith and be able to share my faith with my friends."
 
"I didn't see actually His face, but I saw His form, you know," she recalled. "He was a King and His kingdom-or His kingship rule-was over the whole universe and everybody was bowing down to Him. He was talking about His kingdom and I was one of those who stood before Him."
 
CBN News asked Barbara how she feels now.
 
"I feel I have a very huge, big treasure. As much as I'm giving away from it, more comes back to it," she said.
 
"You know Iran is a very dangerous place. If you don't think just like the others or the majority, you'd be considered as a rebel," she said. "So that means you will choose your fate or your death by your own hand."
 
Life-Changing Decision
 
"Claire" came to faith through a scripture and a friend.
 
"When I was reading the Bible, I couldn't ask others to give an explanation about the passage that I'm reading, but then I went to university," she said.
 
"During the studying at the university, I met an Armenian girl. I asked her so many questions concerning Christianity: How do they live? How do they worship? - Many things like that about the Christian life," she explained.
 
"She answered my questions and that introduction caused me to make my own decision," she said.
 
That decision changed her life.
 
"You know the faithful Christ brought me many blessings," Claire continued. "I cannot describe faithful Jesus in some words. But things which I cannot say in some words have happened to me."
 
"Whenever I'm praying and I'm lifting up my feelings in my heart to God, I do believe and I feel the hand of God touching my heart and shaking my heart," she said.
 
The King's Crown
 
A man we'll call "Dennis" also had a dream.
 
"In the dream, I still remember some marks on His face and that He was wearing a crown, a King's crown on His head," he recalled. "Very strong brightness came out of each part of His Body and many people were bowing down before Him."
 
"I still live on the memory of that dream. It's still alive in me and it's with me every day," he said. "I remember in my mind the sense that I saw in Heaven. He's showed me many different things since I believed in Jesus. But that dream became a turning point in my life."
 
CBN News asked if others are coming to Jesus inside Iran.
 
"Yes, many people are coming to Christ through a dream. You cannot imagine how Jesus is appearing to them. I experienced with my own eyes that everybody is looking for a home; looking for the truth," Dennis said.
 
"You know the experience that the Iranian people are passing through right now is very difficult. The only one who can change that situation is Christ Himself," he said.
 
"So please pray and ask the others to pray for the people of Iran to experience the power of the Resurrection," he said.
 
Fastest-Growing Church
 
Iranian mullahs try to quench Christianity in their Islamic Republic. Despite those efforts, missionaries say Iran has one of the fastest growing churches in the world.
 
While politics and extremists rearrange the Middle East, Fabian and others say the Holy Spirit is working at a much higher level to change lives.
 
"The harvest is very ripe and people are desperate. They have lost everything. They are in pain. They need help and they are ready to listen and people need to know that," Fabian said.
 
"That, yes, there's many bad people that want to kill and destroy, but there's so much more people who are desperate for answers in life," Fabian said.
 
"And we, as the light and salt, we need to be here for such a time as this," he said. "To be His voice and be His Hand and bring the Gospel of the Kingdom to their lives."
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FROM THE HEART
PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR CHRISTMAS, AND END OF THE YEAR GIVING - THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH!
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/821fca8a-c4df-4570-b7d8-49f6a838fbb3.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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79 percent of evangelicals believe 'violence across the Middle East is a sign that the end times are nearer' - By Michael Snyder -
http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/79-percent-of-evangelicals-believe-violence-across-the-middle-east-is-a-sign-that-the-end-times-are-nearer
 
Is the return of Jesus Christ getting closer? According to a survey conducted by the Brookings Institute's Center for Middle East Policy entitled "American Attitudes Toward The Middle East And Israel", 79 percent of all evangelical Christians in America believe that "the unfolding violence across the Middle East is a sign that the end times are nearer". In addition, the survey also discovered that evangelical Christians are also far more likely to be pro-Israel than the population as a whole, and most of them believe that Israel will control more territory than it currently possesses before Jesus comes back. Many "secular" Americans may find this strange, but evangelical Christians really do view everything that is going on in the Middle East through the lens of Bible prophecy. The vast majority of evangelicals truly believe that Jesus is actually coming back to our world, and most of them are fully convinced that Israel is going to play a leading role in the events of the last days.
 
Before I get to more of the survey results, I should disclose that I am a pro-Israel evangelical Christian that believes that the return of Jesus Christ will happen within my lifetime. So this survey was very interested in finding out what people like me think. With that in mind, here are more of the findings with my comments in italics after each point...
 
-Benjamin Netanyahu (16 percent) is the world leader that evangelicals admire most, followed by Ronald Reagan (11 percent) and Barack Obama (10 percent).
 
Comments: It should be no surprise that many evangelicals admire Benjamin Netanyahu more than any U.S. politician. But how did Barack Obama get 10 percent? Have 10 percent of all evangelical Christians in America gone completely insane?
 
-39 percent of evangelicals say that Israel has too little influence on U.S. politics, while 23 percent say that Israel has too much influence on U.S. politics.
 
Comments: These numbers are much different than for the population as a whole. Overall, the survey found that 37 percent of all Americans believe that Israel has too much influence on U.S. politics, and only 18 percent of all Americans believe that Israel has too little influence on U.S. politics.
 
-55 percent of evangelicals say that "a candidate's position on Israel matters a lot to them" when deciding who to vote for.
 
Comments: I know that this is true for me. One of the very first things that I look for when evaluating any candidate is their position on Israel. If I find out that a candidate is anti-Israel, I completely rule out casting a vote for that candidate. Unfortunately, that means that there are hardly any politicians that I can actually vote for.
 
-81 percent of evangelicals believe that Jesus will return to this planet.
 
Comments: So what are the other 19 percent thinking? Haven't they read the end of the book? The Bible tells us over and over that Jesus is coming back. Sadly, I believe that this is just part of a larger trend. The church in America is increasingly moving away from interpreting the Bible literally, and that is a very bad thing.
 
-75 percent of evangelicals believe that "things need to happen in Israel before Christ returns".
 
Comments: This is very consistent with what the Bible says. The Bible indicates that the nation of Israel will play a starring role in the last days, and what we have seen so far is just the beginning.
 
-63 percent of evangelicals believe that "for the rapture or Second Coming to occur it is essential for current-
 day Israel to include all the land they believe was promised to Biblical Israel in the Old Testament".
 
I definitely agree that Israel will end up possessing more land than it does right now. But I think that the wording of this question probably threw a lot of believers off. Were they referring to a pre-Tribulation rapture, a mid-Tribulation rapture, a pre-Wrath rapture or a rapture that comes at the end of the Tribulation?
 
Needless to say, these survey numbers are really surprising a lot of people - especially those that happen to be on the left end of the political spectrum. For instance, just consider the following comments from Politico editor Susan Glasser...
 
"These numbers are very striking on the end of days theology that these respondents claim motivate them," Politico editor Susan Glasser said during a panel discussion after the release of the survey at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.
 
"Some of these numbers are really stark," she added. "I mean, the percentage of American Evangelicals, according to your survey, who believe the end of times is nigh, is kind of eye popping, at least for secular America or blue America."
 
And I am sure that some of these statistics are going to provoke some very strong reactions from my regular readers as well.
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The Messiah in Hanukkah - Messianic Significance of Chanukah -  Robin Sampson  - http://www.theignorantfishermen.com/2009/12/messiah-in-hanukkah-messianic.html
 
The law did not require Jews to be at the Temple in Jerusalem, as this was not one of the pilgrimage festivals. Every one observed it in his own place, not as a holy time. Jesus was there that He might improve those eight days of holiday for good purposes. 
 
 Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch when the Sadduciens asked him "How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ tell us." They pretended to want to know the truth, as if they were ready to embrace it; but it was not their intention. Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me (John 10:25-27). He had told them, and they believed not; why then should they be told again, merely to gratify their curiosity? 
 
Miracles 
 
 Hanukkah's theme is of a miracle. During Hanukkah Jesus spoke of His miracles: If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him (John 10:37-38). Jesus wanted the people of his day to see His miracles and believe in Him as a result. His miracles point to his divine and messianic identity. In this way Yeshua personifies the message of Hanukkah: God actively involved in the affairs of his people. Hanukkah reminds us that God is a God of miracles, not just of concept and religious ideals. He has broken through into human history and continues to do so today. All of us who know Yeshua can speak of God's working in our lives (Gilman 1995). 
 
Jesus is the Light of the World 
 
 Jesus preached three sermons in which he declared Himself the "light of the world," and all three could have been during Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights. (It is not clear from the text when this incident happened, but it was some time between the Feast of Tabernacles and the Feast of Dedication (Hanukkah); both of these celebrations focused on light).Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them (John 12:35-36). 
 
 Just before Jesus announced that He was the Light of the world, Jesus had shone upon the conscience of those who accused the adulteress. Read the story in John Chapter 8. John also records Jesus healing a blind man (John 9:1-12) at about the same time (John 8:12 and 9:5) that Jesus declared himself to be the Light of the world. When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay, And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing (John 9:5-7). 
 
End Times 
 
 The story of Hanukkah can be compared with end-time happenings described in the books of Revelation and Daniel. Antiochus is a type of the antichrist. Just as happened under the rule of Antiochus, Daniel prophesied in Daniel 9:27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 
 
 The same powers promoted by Antiochus are in the world today. Worldwide immorality, and idolatry are the norm. We must come out and be separate. And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. The deceiver stands waiting to devour in this present culture (2 Cor. 6:16-17). 
 
Was Jesus Conceived on Hanukkah? 
 
 Many believe that our Messiah, the "light of the world," was conceived on the festival of lights-Hanukkah. The Bible does not specifically say the date of Jesus' birth. It was not during the winter months because the sheep were in the pasture (Luke 2:8). A study of the time of the conception of John the Baptist reveals he was conceived about Sivan 30, the eleventh week (Luke 1:8-13, 24). Adding forty weeks, for a normal pregnancy reveals that John the Baptist was born on or about Passover (Nisan 14). Six months after John's conception, Mary conceived Jesus (Luke 1:26-33); therefore Jesus would have been conceived six months after Sivan 30 in the month of Kislev-Hanukkah. Was the "light of the world," conceived on the festival of lights? Starting at Hanukah, which begins on Kislev 25 and continues for eight days, and counting through the nine months of Mary's pregnancy, one arrives at the approximate time of the birth of Jesus at the Festival of Tabernacles. (See the Tabernacle chapter.)
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Daily Jot: Trump remarks expose lack of common sense - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
All the candidates for president in both parties, plus the "president," have expressed dismay and disgust over presidential hopeful Donald Trump's assertion that Muslims should be banned entry to the United States, as he said, "Until we are able to determine and understand this problem and the dangerous threat it poses, our country cannot be the victims of horrendous attacks by people that believe only in Jihad, and have no sense of reason or respect for human life." This is not hate speech. Nor is it religious discrimination. It is common sense. Illegal immigration has raised crime in this nation. Islamic immigration has increased terrorist attacks in the United States. These are facts. Ideology means something. 
 
In the 1950s, America was under the threat of communism. Communists were infiltrating all aspects of our society in a KGB-led brainwashing strategy referred to as ideological subversion. In an interview with Edward Griffin of the John Birch Society in 1984, former KGB agent Yuri Bezmenov, who defected from the Soviet Union in 1970, said the Soviet Union already had infiltrated left-leaning people in the news media, the entertainment industry, politics, business, education and religion with this brainwashing strategy. Its goal was to change the perception of reality of every American so "no one is able to come to sensible conclusions" to defend themselves, their families, their community, or their country.
 
Here we are more than a half a century later and we still have a fascist/Marxist threat to America--this time it is in the form of Islam rather than the Soviet Union--but do not be deceived, former "Soviets" are very likely involved. The big difference with this threat is that the ideological subversion strategy has taken root and has grown. We have become a people whose media, politicians, entertainment, education, religion and so on, not only cannot make a decision to defend themselves, they believe it is the right thing to submit to fascism rather than call it out. Trump is calling it out. In his crude and seemingly uninformed way, he is saying that we cannot allow entry to America an ideology that seeks to destroy us.
 
The Koran, as backed by the very history of Islam, makes the intent of Islam clear. Islamic religion facilitates fascist ends. For YHVH God and allah to be the same, this "god" would be schizophrenic and contradictory. One is of love and salvation; the other is of fear and destruction. Yes, there are many deceived Muslims who neither understand nor abide by the death commandments of the Koran--Christians need to reach out to them with the light of Christ. But Islam as a whole is death to America and its citizens. This religion requires submission to its form of government. That means overthrowing free societies. It means if we want to live freely, Islam cannot be allowed. We need to come to sensible conclusions. As Ephesians 5:15 admonishes: "See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise."
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Daily Devotion: The First to Hear - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. -Luke 2:8-9
 
When God's Son was born in a manger in Bethlehem, an unlikely group was the first to hear the news. If it had been up to me, I would have chosen to dispatch an angel to the court of Caesar Augustus. "You call yourself the savior of the world, Caesar? Well, check this out. The real Savior of the world has been born!"
 
Or, the angel could have appeared to the high priest, scribes, and scholars and announced the news that the Savior had been born.
 
Instead, God chose to deliver His message to shepherds who were "living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night" (Luke 2:8). To be a shepherd in that culture was to be at the bottom of the social ladder. Shepherds were despised-so much so that the testimony of a shepherd wasn't allowed in a court of law. 
 
Shepherds basically did the work that no one else wanted to do. They had dirt under their fingernails. They were hardworking. And they probably felt right at home when they learned that this baby was born in lowly circumstances. They would have related to this. God was speaking their language.
 
This became the modus operandi of Christ throughout His ministry. He always went to the outcasts, to the hurting, to the ordinary people. He went to people like the woman at the well who had been ostracized because of her multiple marriages and divorces. He went to people like the tax collector Zacchaeus who was perceived by his fellow Jews as a traitor. Our Lord always had time for people like that. He was described as the friend of sinners.
 
In the same way, those lowly, despised shepherds who kept watch over their flocks were visited by the Lord.
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The Truth about Christmas:
Naughty or Nice?
 
For most of the world, Christmas has become little more than an annual exercise in spending money we don't have, to buy things for need for people who don't need it! 
Christmas is certainly the most gift giving time of the year, but it seems that the true meaning and purpose for Christmas have become lost. Traditionally, Christmas was the time of the year set aside to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. However, these days, many people have no idea that Jesus is associated with Christmas. Furthermore, for the last several years, the world has attempted to completely strip any mention of Christ from Christ-mas. With the banning of singing traditional Christmas songs in our schools, and preventing public nativity displays in our cities, and many retailers replacing merry Christmas with happy holidays, the question needs to be asked, should a believer even celebrate Christmas?
 
The debate about whether or not Christians should celebrate Christmas has been raging for centuries. There are equally sincere and committed Christians on both sides of the issue, each with multiple reasons why or why not Christmas should be celebrated in Christian homes. Many evangelical Christians believe that Christmas is a pagan celebration dressed up in "Christian clothes." While many Christians mark Christmas as a special day to worship Christ and give thanks for His entrance into the world, they reject anything to do with Santa Claus, Christmas trees, exchanging gifts, and the like.
But what does the Bible say? Does the Bible give clear direction as to whether Christmas is a holiday to be celebrated by Christians?
Join us as we examine the origins and meanings behind our Christmas traditions in this informative Bible based video. This video will be released on *December 8th 2015. You can pre-order this new DVD today! When you pre-order one of our videos, not only are you making sure you get your copy early, you are also helping to offset the production costs, thank you! 
(*subject to change)
 
The Truth about Christmas: Naughty or Nice?
 
Click Here To Order This New Video
 
Or write us at:

 Prophecy Update
P.O. Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Magog Rising - Preview Trailer 

NOW SHIPPING!!!

More than 2,500 years ago, God gave the prophet Ezekiel an astonishing prophecy to give to the world, one that would be fulfilled in "the latter days." Many Bible scholars feel that the prophesied events, found in Ezekiel 38 and 39, could be fulfilled in the near future, and that we might already be witnessing the stage being set and the actors being moved into place, in light of current events happening in the Middle East, right now.
 
In Ezekiel 38, Russia, Iran, and an alliance of Muslim nations invade Israel due to a "hook placed in the mouth of Russia" to bring Russia down to invade Israel. That hook could very well be the natural-gas fields discovered off the coast of Israel or the more recent finding of massive oil deposits in the Golan Heights.
 
With Russian and Iranian military forces now cooperating  and engaging in combat in Syria, just miles north of the border of Israel, people are asking if these events are setting the stage for the fulfillment of what Bible scholars call the "War of Gog & Magog" that is supposed to take place in the End of Days?
 
Join us in this exciting new DVD as we examine Ezekiel 38 & 39 and the infamous war of Gog & Magog, and compare it to today's headlines and current events in the Middle East.
 
 
TO ORDER THIS NEW DVD - CLICK HERE
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Now Shipping!
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War
 About the time of the end the biblical prophet Ezekiel tells of a future invasion of Israel by a vast coalition of nations, known as the battle of Gog and Magog, we find this in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39. As we read the headlines in the newspapers of today, and witness the conflicts in the Middle East, it's not hard to imagine that this invasion prophesied over 2600 years ago, could be fulfilled in the immediate future.  Ezekiel 36-37 predicts a gathering of the Jews to the nation of Israel, which will be followed by this massive invasion.  For 19 centuries, the Jewish people were scattered throughout the world, and until May 14, 1948, there was no nation of Israel to invade.  With the nation of Israel now a reality, the stage seems set for the war that will usher in the tribulation and the rise of the Antichrist; a war that will end with the destruction of Israel's enemies by God Himself, and lead to the signing of a peace treaty with the Antichrist.
 
As you read Ezekiel 38 and 39, it isn't just the creation of the nation of Israel that makes this prophecy seem likely to be fulfilled in the near future.  The nations that God tells us will form this coalition against Israel seem more likely now than perhaps ever before to form just such an alliance." The leaders of this coalition will be Russia and Iran, and currently both of these nations are right on Israel's doorstep, under the pretense of battling ISIS in Syria. I believe that there are a couple of unfulfilled prophecies that will lead-up to this massive invasion of Israel, and as we read today's headlines, we find that the fulfillment of these two prophesied events, could happen very soon! 
 
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War


To Order this Video on DVD Click Here!
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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