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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. Palestinian Authority leaders to discuss cutting ties with Israel
1. Tibi tells Jordan's parliament: Israel doesn't support a Palestinian state 
1. Bennett urges Israeli annexation of West Bank
1. Israel plans over 55,000 new West Bank settler homes: NGO
1. As NGO bill nears approval, Europe warns Israel against curtailing free speech 
1. Wiesenthal Center: EU settlement labeling worse than Iranian threats 
1. Israel reports record immigration of Jews from France in 2015
1. PM Netanyahu: Israel condemns terror, Palestinian Authority praises it 
1. Israel likens Palestinian incitement to Nazi propaganda 
1. IDF chief warns Hezbollah: 'We stand ready for any challenge'
1. Israel Beefs Up Security Along Lebanese Border in Wake of Hezbollah Threats, Rocket Launches
1. Syrians on Golan planning 'resistance front' against Israel
1. Saudi mufti: ISIS are soldiers of Israel
1. Iraqi PM Abadi says 2016 will be year of final victory against Islamic state
1. Iraqi forces raise their flag over Ramadi government complex 
1. Expelling ISIS from Ramadi: Why It Matters
1. Captured ISIS fighter says 'trained in Turkey, ISIS thinks it's safer here than Syria'
1. Seized documents reveal Islamic State's Department of 'War Spoils'
1. 'Department of Slaves' and other ISIS horrors revealed in documents seized by US
1. State Dept. counts 'bringing peace' to Syria as a 2015 win
1. 9 Christians Killed by Islamic Rebels on Christmas Day in Philippines
1. At least 80 killed after Boko Haram attacks northeast Nigerian city
1. Committee to Protect Journalists says 69 reporters were slain in 2015, 28 by Islamic militants
1. Threatening response, Iran suggests new US visa law violates nuclear pact
1. Kerry hails 'significant progress' in Iran deal implementation
1. New Iran sanctions fight looms in 2016
1. Iran Hands Over Stockpile of Enriched Uranium to Russia
1. Russian President Vladimir Putin's 2016 calendar creates a buzz 
1. Big-name scientists worry that runaway artificial intelligence could pose a threat to humanity
1. Database of 191 million U.S. voters exposed on Internet - researcher
1. New Facebook service ignites battle over net neutrality in India
1. How the EU could collapse in 2016 
1. The Year Nothing Worked: Stocks, Bonds, Cash Go Nowhere
1. Wall Street's forecast for 2016: Worse than 2015's
1. Debt distress level at highest since recession
1. Oil prices remain weak as slowing demand adds to high output
1. Oil slump weighing on housing markets in Texas, North Dakota
1. This graphic shows the massive growth of space junk orbiting Earth since 1957
1. 5.8 magnitude earthquake hits near Panguna, Papua New Guinea
1. 5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Passo, Indonesia
1. 5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Taron, Papua New Guinea
1. 5.2 magnitude earthquake hits the Central Mid-Atlantic Ridge
1. Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 20,000ft
1. Santa Maria volcano in Guatemala erupts to 15,000ft
1. Alaid volcano in the Kuril Islands erupts to 15,000ft
1. Karymsky volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 12,000ft
1. Week of severe weather leaves at least 43 dead across seven states
1. UK PM on spot over floods as Europe hit by freak weather
1. UK floods: Storm Frank threatens more misery
1. Record Cold Temperatures Hit Los Angeles
1. California Drought Puts Tens of Millions of Big Trees at Risk: Study
1. Italy smog: Milan and Rome ban cars as pollution rises
1. 'We Won't Make Frankensteins,' Cloning Giant Boyalife's CEO Says
1. Couple pays almost $100,000 to clone late dog
1. Guinea declared free of Ebola virus that killed over 2,500
1. An Actual Death Panel in Texas
1. Netanyahu 'proud' to welcome first openly gay Likud MK
1. Oregon bakery owners pay more than $135G in damages over refusal to make cake for gay wedding
1. Homeschooling Surges by 65% in UK as High Court Rules Atheism Must Be Taught in Schools
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: Top Bible Prophecy Stories of 2015  
1. The only country ISIS fears in the Middle East is Israel 
1. Iran ships uranium to Russia, fulfilling a key provision of nuclear deal  
1. America's biggest fears revealed: War in Syria, homegrown terror and nuclear conflict with North Korea top 2016 list 
1. Battered, bruised and jumpy - the whole world is on edge 
1. Pope Francis assures atheists: You don't have to believe in God to go to heaven  
1. Daily Jot: Don't take Satan's bait  
1. Daily Devotion: Two Ways to Be Happy
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Top Bible Prophecy Stories of 2015 - By Jan Markell - www.olivetreeviews.org
 
It's been an amazing year. If you follow any of the Bible prophecy sites, blogs, and media programs, you know they have been overwhelmed with stories that are foreshadowing the time the Bible calls the Time of Jacob's Trouble, also known as the Tribulation.
 
I know there are those who believe there are no signs for today. I was called on the carpet by a seminary professor --a Baptist, no less -- for heralding signs. He says there are no signs until the Tribulation. Nothing that is happening today is relevant. How tragic. What a disservice he is doing to his seminary students who will be ill equipped to deal with very dark headlines.
 
So after sifting through hundreds, in fact, thousands of headlines in the last year, I have come up with 18 stories that I feel most represent the herald of His coming:
 
1)    Israel's worsening isolation. (Zechariah 12:3) The Left in America under Barack Obama abandoned her some years ago. With the defeat of Canada's Stephen Harper, Israel was left only with some evangelical Christians spread around the world. She has no superpower backing.
 
2)   The "days of Noah" are back. (Matthew 24:37)  Everyone is doing what is right in their own eyes. (Judges 17:6) Lawlessness is the order of the day. Evil is glorified. The White House was adorned with the colors of the homosexual rainbow and Hillary Clinton has a campaign ad with homosexuals engaged in debauchery as she celebrates their actions.  
 
3)   The disillusionment with today's politician is setting the stage for a "man with a plan" who will not be a politician but who will have the answer to all the world's problems. We don't know his name. We know his title is Antichrist. He may be the only one who can stabilize the ISIS crisis being planned for a naive Western world.
 
4)   The rise of strong delusion. (II Thessalonians 2:10-12). Simply put, God sends a strong delusion to those who choose not to believe the gospel of Jesus Christ. Those who take delight in mocking and rejecting Him, He will condemn, confuse their thinking, and cause them to believe fables. And they do!  Islam is good and peaceful; guns are evil; climate change is more dangerous than jihadists; Israel is the bad guy and the Palestinians are the new heroes in the church today; ISIS isn't Islam; Muslim refugees are peaceful and will help the Western world. This is an "Alice-in-Wonderland" world. Christians don't fit. The Mad Hatter rules.
 
5)   The further decline of America. She is not in the Bible in the end-times. Russia and Iran are the primary players in the Mideast now. America's influence for good is vanishing under Barack Obama. America will blend into global government.  
 
6)    America is being given over to paganism. A few months ago the Hindu goddess Kali appeared on the Empire State Building in New York City. Twenty years ago this was unthinkable. It is now cool.  
 
7)   Israel is being prepared for the Antichrist. She is surrounded by enemies. She has Hezbollah, ISIS, Russia and Syria to the north and East and Hamas to the south in Gaza. Iran boasts daily that she will dump nukes on Israel. At some point she will cave to these threats and call on the Antichrist to make a peace treaty -- particularly in light of the loss of American support.
 
8)   Gog is now on the move.  If Gog is Russia, Vladimir Putin has re-built her from the days when Ronald Reagan reined her in. Russia is advancing in many places.  All the Gog-Magog nations are aligning and are in the news: Iran, Russia, Turkey, Libya, and more. Prominent Bible-players are moving around as though they were on a chess board.
See Ezekiel 38-39.
 
9)    Israel has been bombing the suburbs of Damascus taking out concealed weapons. The Bible foretells a time when Damascus will become a ruinous heap. (Isaiah 35:1)
 
10)   Christians are mocked as never before and Jews are fleeing to Israel at a pace not seen since post WW2.  (Matthew 10:22) Only Islam is glorified, honored, and protected. In the Iraq/Syria region, a Christian is slaughtered every 5 minutes, yet few show any concern. Christianity is being erased from the region of its birth.  All of this intensified in 2015.  
 
11)  The technology giants want to suppress the truth and marginalize Christians.  From YouTube, to Google, to Facebook, to Twitter, and more, the gospel message is censored and evil is glorified. They are preparing the way for "Mark of the Beast" technology. This was on overdrive in 2015. This ministry came under the gun and was censored more than once. Stories reveal that Windows 10 actually spies on emails, credit cards, and more.
 
12)   There was a cry for a global religion from Pope Francis to the Parliament of World Religions in Utah in late 2015. If the world is ever to be one, religions also must be united.  Pope Francis revealed himself to be an apocalyptic figure in 2015. We cannot "pin the tail of the False Prophet" on him quite yet, but even conservative Catholics are troubled by this Jesuit Pope. In fact, this Pope represents Marxism, environmentalism, the new world order, global government, sustainable development, the Jesuit agenda, unity of faiths, a global constitution, a global court, and a departure from Catholic traditions.  He is surely a harbinger of a global religion.
 
13)   Globalism went on overdrive thanks to Barack Obama, the United Nations, Pope Francis, and a consortium of worldwide Leftists.  John Lennon, who "imagined" all of this decades ago, would be proud!   
 
14)   The push to make cash illegal intensified in 2015. The move to a cashless society won't happen overnight.  Instead, it is being implemented very slowly and systematically in a series of incremental steps.  All over the planet, governments are starting to place restrictions on the use of cash for security reasons.  
 
15)   Israel's Temple Mount has been a focal point for turmoil this year.  With stage-setting for fulfillment of Bible prophecy during this Church Age winding up, it should be of no surprise that there has been tension on Mount Moriah. That may be the most contested 35 acres on the planet.
 
16)   This was the year Bible prophecy was mocked and attacked more than ever! Believers in our "blessed hope" were called "End-time Eddies and Esthers." While this has always existed, now more and more prominent teachers are telling us not to waste our time on doom and gloom.  
 
17)    Liberal, Godless Europe imploded. Leaders like Germany's Angela Merkel lost their minds, put their people at huge risk as terrorists took advantage of the "refugee" situation, and have made Europe a time bomb. The Antichrist will take advantage of this as well.
 
18)   This was the year evangelicals began accepting the gay agenda and some asserted that Allah and Jehovah are the same. The voices from the religious Left encouraged this.  The great end-time falling away has much of the church going over a cliff with results that cannot be rectified.  Finding a solid church became a believer's biggest challenge in 2015.
 
Things are not falling apart -- they are falling into place. Can you hear the hoof beats of the four horsemen of the apocalypse in the distance?  
 
I won't be silent about the signs of the times. If Jesus chastised the Pharisees for not knowing the signs of His first coming, why would we not be expected to be aware of today's apocalyptic signs?  
 
Wake up, look up, and rise up.
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The only country ISIS fears in the Middle East is Israel - http://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/ISIS-Threat/The-only-country-ISIS-fears-in-the-Middle-East-is-Israel-438576
 
A German journalist who spent 10 days with Islamic State says that the radical jihadist group that has captured wide swaths of Syria and Iraq is deterred by only one Middle Eastern country - Israel.
 
In an interview with the British Jewish News, Jurgen Todenhofer recalls his brief time behind enemy lines during which he spoke with ISIS fighters.
 
"The only country ISIS fears is Israel," Todenhofer, a former member of the German parliament, told Jewish News. "They told me they know the Israeli army is too strong for them."
 
The writer said that ISIS wants to lure British and American forces into Syria and Iraq, areas where it thinks it has an advantage.
 
"They think they can defeat US and UK ground troops, who they say they have no experience in city guerrilla or terrorist strategies," he told Jewish News. "But they know the Israelis are very tough as far as fighting against guerrillas and terrorists."
 
Todenhofer said that ISIS was "preparing the largest religious cleansing in history" and that he was "pessimistic" that the threat it poses could be neutralized. He added that the Paris attacks was just the first of "a storm" that is coming to Western cities.
 
"They are not scared of the British and the Americans, they are scared of the Israelis and told me the Israeli army is the real danger. We can't defeat them with our current strategy. These people [the IDF] can fight a guerrilla war."
 
"In Mosul there are 10,000 fighters living among 1.5 million people in 2,000 apartments, not in one place - so it would be difficult [for western soldiers] to fight them. ISIS fighters are ready to die in a war against a western soldiers."
 
Todenhofer said that ISIS plans to topple local governments while at the same time carry out terrorist atrocities abroad.
 
"They are a very strong danger for Iraq, Syria, Jordan and Libya, while the West will be subjected to big acts of terrorism instead of a full blown ISIS war because they say they don't want too many battles at the same time," he said.
 
The Islamic State released a taped message on Saturday with a purported speech by it's leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, in which he threatened the Jewish state. 
 
"We are getting closer to you day by day," said the message. "Do not think that we have forgotten about you." 
 
"God caused the Jews of the world to gather in Israel, and the war against them has become easy. It is the obligation of every Muslim to carry out Jihad," 
 
"Jews, you will not enjoy in Palestine. God has gathered you in Palestine so that the Mujahadeen can reach you soon and you will hide by the rock and the tree. Palestine will be your graveyard," he said. 
 
The audio message said air strikes by Russia and by a US-led coalition had failed to weaken the group.
 
"Be confident that God will grant victory to those who worship him, and hear the good news that our state is doing well. The more intense the war against it, the purer it becomes and the tougher it gets," Baghdadi added.  
 
The authenticity of the message, posted on Saturday on Twitter accounts that have published Islamic State statements in the past, could not be verified.
 
It slammed Saudi Arabia's efforts to set up a coalition of Muslim nations to fight his group.
 
"If it was an Islamic coalition, it would have declared itself free from its Jewish and Crusader lords and made the killing the Jews and the liberation of Palestine its goal," the message said.
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Iran ships uranium to Russia, fulfilling a key provision of nuclear deal - By Carol Morello - https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/iran-ships-uranium-to-russia-fulfilling-a-key-provision-of-nuclear-deal/2015/12/28/f0642280-ada0-11e5-b711-1998289ffcea_story.html
 
Iran shipped thousands of pounds of enriched uranium to Russia on Monday, a key commitment in the nuclear deal that had to be fulfilled before international sanctions can be lifted.
 
Secretary of State John F. Kerry applauded the transfer, calling it a "significant milestone" toward the deal's implementation. He said the one shipment alone more than triples the estimated two- to three-month "breakout time" needed for Iran to acquire enough weapons-grade uranium to build one nuclear weapon.
 
Under the agreement reached July 14 in Vienna, Iran was required to whittle down its stockpile of low-enriched uranium to no more than 300 kilograms, about 660 pounds. Low-enriched uranium can be used to generate electrical power, but it must be enriched further to create weapons-grade material.
 
Kerry said that Iran had transferred 25,000 pounds of low-enriched uranium and materials, including scrap metal and fuel plates. State Department officials said they believe Iran has now rid itself of almost its entire stockpile of enriched uranium.
 
Iran has always insisted that its nuclear program is solely for peaceful purposes, despite a report by the International Atomic Energy Agency saying the country had actively worked until 2009 to design a nuclear weapon.
 
 
The nuclear negotiations aimed to ensure that Iran will have a breakout time - the time needed to amass enough weapons-grade uranium for one nuclear weapon - of at least a year. That is supposed to give enough of a lead for other countries to detect any potential cheating and decide how to respond. Monday's shipment, Kerry said, "is an important piece of the technical equation."
 
A Russian diplomat told the Tass news agency Monday that Russia had completed the procedure of withdrawing the stockpiled material, and Kerry later said the uranium had left Iran. In return, Iran will get 137 tons of natural uranium material, supplied in part by Kazakhstan.
 
The transfer suggests that Iran is well on its way to meeting its obligations under the nuclear deal it reached with six world powers, including the United States. The country still must complete a number of other steps, including dismantling centrifuges and pouring cement into the core of the Arak reactor. The International Atomic Energy Agency is responsible for verifying everything before sanctions can be eased.
 
Initially, Iran predicted it would finish all the work before year's end, but U.S. experts estimated it would take many months more and probably would not happen before spring. Now it appears likely Iran will be done by the latter half of January, paving the way for sanctions to be lifted before Iran holds elections in February.
 
Iran's pragmatist president, Hassan Rouhani, pursued talks that led to the nuclear deal after he was elected on a vow to bring sanctions relief. The deal has been strongly opposed by hard-liners, however, and the Iranian government is hoping to have at least the promise of imminent sanctions relief in place before election day.
 
Even as Iran was moving to complete one key commitment, the Foreign Ministry warned that Tehran would reciprocate if there is any breach in the deal. Last week, Iran said U.S. visa restrictions recently passed by Congress, prohibiting visa-free travel for visitors to Iran, violate the deal.
 
"Any steps taken outside the agreement are unacceptable to Iran, and Iran will take its own steps in response where necessary," Foreign Ministry spokesman Hossein Jaberi Ansari told a televised news conference when asked about the U.S. law.
 
 
Mark Toner, the deputy State Department spokesman, said that the administration does not consider the new law a violation and that it will not prevent the United States from meeting its commitments on sanctions relief.
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America's biggest fears revealed: War in Syria, homegrown terror and nuclear conflict with North Korea top 2016 list - John Hall - http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/war-in-syria-homegrown-terror-attacks-and-nuclear-conflict-with-north-korea-revealed-as-americas-a6783976.html
 
Results show Americans are overwhelmingly worried about events in the Middle East and North Africa
 
An escalation in the Syrian war, further terror attacks on US soil and nuclear war with North Korea are some of biggest concerns heading into 2016, a new study has revealed.
 
The Council on Foreign Relations in the US asked 1,000 members of the public what they feel are the most significant challenges facing the world over the next year to produce a list of 30 separate threats.
 
The results show that Americans are overwhelmingly worried about events in the Middle East and North Africa - with seven of the top 11 issues relating to those regions.
 
Perhaps unsurprisingly the Syrian war is considered the biggest threat to global security in 2016 - not least because of the involvement of the so-called Islamic State terror group.
 
In a year that has also seen numerous gun massacres across America, US nationals second biggest fear is further mass casualty terror attacks in the country, followed by cyber-attacks on critical military, government and civilian infrastructure.
 
Kim Jong-un's persistent saber-rattling has clearly got a large chunk of the American population spooked, as the outbreak of nuclear war with North Korea is considered the fourth biggest issue, while refugee crisis-induced political instability within the European Union comes in at number five.
 
Elsewhere, violence and instability in Libya, Turkey, Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Lebanon, Yemen and Nigeria, and increased tensions between Israel and Palestine and Russia and Ukraine top Americans' concerns.
 
They are far less concerned with direct conflict with Russia, however, seeing the possibility of armed confrontation between China and Japan in the East China Sea and an escalation of criminal violence in Mexico as considerably bigger threats to global security.
 
Paul Stares, director of the US Centre for Preventive Action , said the survey should be used as a tool to encourage policy makers to concentrate their efforts on the most pressing global issues.
 
"Anticipating areas of instability and, in particular, plausible contingencies that could harm US interests can help to trigger early action and thus reduce the likelihood of belated and costly responses," he added.
 
Mr Stares said the study deliberately avoided economic and environmental factors as the results are too hard to predict, and instead encouraged participants to focus solely on geopolitical concerns.
 
Those taking part were asked to rank issues from high (meaning likely to trigger US military involvement or threaten strategic resources) to low (meaning limited strategic importance).
 
TIER I THREATS
*Intensification of civil war in Syria
*Mass casualty terror attack on the US
*Cyber attack on critical infrastructure
*Nuclear war with North Korea
*Political instability in European Union resulting from migrants and refugees
*Violence and instability in Libya
*Increased tensions between Israel and Palestine
*Political violence in Turkey
*Instability in Egypt
*Violence in Afghanistan
*Fracturing of Iraq
 
TIER II THREATS
*Escalation of crime-related violence in Mexico
*Internal violence and stability in Pakistan
*Violence and instability in Lebanon
*Intensification of conflict in Ukraine
*Instability in Lebanon
*Civil war in Yemen
*Confrontation between US and Iran
*Armed confrontation in East China Sea between China and Japan
*Dispute in South China Sea
*Tensions between Russia and NATO
 
TIER III THREATS 
*India-Pakistan military confrontation
*Political instability in Saudi Arabia
*Violence in Nigeria from Boko Haram
*Escalation of extremism in Russia
*Civil war in South Sudan
*Violence in Central African Republic
*Violence in Myanmar
*Political instability in Democratic Republic of Congo
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FROM THE HEART
PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR END OF THE YEAR GIVING - THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH!
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/1966c7fd-05e4-4647-8075-0a43806d1b6d.jpg]  
IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/821fca8a-c4df-4570-b7d8-49f6a838fbb3.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Battered, bruised and jumpy - the whole world is on edge - Gideon Rachman -
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/c523a45a-a973-11e5-955c-1e1d6de94879.html#axzz3vjAQdhr9
 
Not one global power is optimistic and even in America, which should be cheering, the mood is sour
 
In 2015, a sense of unease and foreboding seemed to settle on all the world's major power centers. From Beijing to Washington, Berlin to Brasília, Moscow to Tokyo - governments, media and citizens were jumpy and embattled.
 
This kind of globalized anxiety is unusual. For the past 30 years and more, there has been at least one world power that was bullishly optimistic. In the late 1980s the Japanese were still enjoying a decades-long boom - and confidently buying up assets all over the world. In the 1990s America basked in victory in the cold war and a long economic expansion. In the early 2000s the EU was in a buoyant mood, launching a single currency and nearly doubling its membership. And for most of the past decade, the growing political and economic power of China has inspired respect all over the world.
 
By continuing to use this site you consent to the use of cookies on your device as described in our cookie policy unless you have disabled them. You can change your cookie settings at any time but parts of our site will not function correctly without them.
 
Yet at the moment all the big players seem uncertain - even fearful. The only partial exception that I came across this year was India, where the business and political elite still seemed buoyed by the reformist zeal of prime minister Narendra Modi.
 
By contrast, in Japan, faith is fading that the radical reforms, known as Abenomics, can truly break the country's cycle of debt and deflation. Japanese anxiety is fed by continuing tensions with China. However, my main impression from a visit to China, early in the year, is that this too is a country that feels much less stable than it did even a couple of years ago. The era when the government effortlessly delivered growth of 8 per cent or more a year is over. Concerns about domestic financial stability are mounting, as the upheavals in the Shanghai stock exchange over the summer revealed.
 
However, the main source of anxiety is political. President Xi Jinping's leadership is more dynamic but also less predictable than that of his predecessors. Fear is spreading among officials and business people, who are scared of being caught up in an anti-corruption drive that has led to the arrest of more than 100,000 people.
 
The slowing of the Chinese economy has had global ramifications. When China was fueling a commodities boom, Brazil was pulled along like a water-skier attached to a speedboat. This year, though, the Brazilian economy sank beneath the waves, contracting by 4.5 per cent. President Dilma Rousseff has been caught up in a corruption scandal amid attempts to impeach her.
 
The mood in Europe is also bleak. The year was framed by two bloody terrorist attacks in Paris. The economic crisis that has bedeviled the continent for several years threatened to come to a head in July, as Greece teetered on the edge of expulsion from the eurozone. Meanwhile, Germany - which has stood out as a beacon of political and economic strength - is now struggling to cope with the arrival of more than 1m refugees, mostly fleeing conflict in the Middle East. The euro had already created divides between Germany and the nations of southern Europe, and the refugee crisis has driven a wedge between it and countries to the east. Meanwhile, Britain is threatening to leave the EU and French voters are turning to the far-right in ever greater numbers.
 
If you judge by the economic figures, the US should be an exception to all this gloom. The country is in the sixth year of an economic expansion. Unemployment is about 5 per cent. The US dominates the internet economy. And yet the public mood is sour. The prospect that the Republicans, one of America's two great political parties, might genuinely nominate Donald Trump, a boorish demagogue, as its candidate for the presidency, does not suggest that the US is at ease with itself. Indeed, Mr Trump's entire campaign - and that of his main rivals for the GOP nomination - is based around the idea that America is in dangerous decline. Beyond these local factors, are there common elements behind this global unease? Clearly, the world economy has not fully recovered from the financial crisis. There is also a widespread fear that, after years of highly unorthodox monetary policy, another financial or economic crisis might be building.
 
On the political and security front, the implosion of the Middle East continues. Outside powers have proved unable to restore order to the region and are finding that disorder is spreading to Africa and Europe, in the form of refugees and jihadi terrorism.
 
The biggest common factor is also the hardest to pin down - a bubbling anti-elite sentiment, combining anxiety about inequality and rage about corruption that is visible in countries as different as France, Brazil, China and the US. In America and Europe, such complaints are often linked to a pervasive narrative of national decline. These social and economic anxieties have political side effects, fuelling a demand for "strong" leaders, such as Mr Xi, Mr Trump or Vladimir Putin of Russia, who promise (however hypocritically) to tackle the corrupt elites, fight for the little guy and stand up for the nation.
 
The global gloom makes the international political system feel like a patient that is still struggling to recover from a severe illness which began with the financial crisis of 2008. If there are no further bad shocks, recovery should proceed gradually and the worst political symptoms may fade. The patient is vulnerable, however. Another severe shock, such as a major terrorist attack or a serious economic downturn, could spell real trouble.
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Pope Francis assures atheists: You don't have to believe in God to go to heaven - Michael Day - http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/europe/Pope-Francis-assures-atheists-You-dont-have-to-believe-in-God-to-go-to-heaven/articleshow/50330694.cms
 
In comments likely to enhance his progressive reputation, Pope Francis has written a long, open letter to the founder of La Repubblica newspaper, Eugenio Scalfari, stating that non-believers would be forgiven by God if they followed their consciences. 
 
 Responding to a list of questions published in the paper by Mr Scalfari, who is not a Roman Catholic, Francis wrote: "You ask me if the God of the Christians forgives those who don't believe and who don't seek the faith. I start by saying - and this is the fundamental thing - that God's mercy has no limits if you go to him with a sincere and contrite heart. The issue for those who do not believe in God is to obey their conscience. 
 
 "Sin, even for those who have no faith, exists when people disobey their conscience." 
 
Robert Mickens, the Vatican correspondent for the Catholic journal The Tablet, said the pontiff's comments were further evidence of his attempts to shake off the Catholic Church's fusty image, reinforced by his extremely conservative predecessor Benedict XVI. "Francis is a still a conservative," said Mickens. "But what this is all about is him seeking to have a more meaningful dialogue with the world." 
 
 In a welcoming response to the letter, Scalfari said the Pope's comments were "further evidence of his ability and desire to overcome barriers in dialogue with all". 
 
 In July, Francis signaled a more progressive attitude on sexuality, asking: "If someone is gay and is looking for the Lord, who am I to judge him?"
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Daily Jot: Don't take Satan's bait - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
Everyone is trying to make sense of all the violence across the country. These things are not new, but they seem to be getting worse. For example, in a Christmas Eve Jot in 2008, I recounted the headlines of how a newlywed husband, eager to see what his wife had gotten him for Christmas, peeked inside the wrapping. The wife was so enraged that she stabbed her husband six times with a kitchen knife.  A kitchen knife was also the weapon in New Jersey where a mother slashed her six-year-old son's throat, then tried to commit suicide. In Detroit, a woman committed suicide after shooting her husband and family dog dead with the same gun. Today we have stories of terrorist events and murders--leading up to and through the holidays.
 
Fires, family fights, murders, suicides, terrorist events, drunk driving deaths, even natural deaths seem to be more prevalent during the holiday season.  People are stressed.  They are rushing about, busy with the getting of and doing things, that life itself seems to take a backstage. Then there is that one little thing-a child asking that silly question for the tenth time, or the husband coming home a tad bit late, or the wife not getting that little thing done-and "boom" everything blows up and lives are changed forever.  My household growing up was a wonderful place to be. But the only arguments I remember my parents having were during the holidays.  Some stupid thing would go wrong and not even a well-prepared Secretary of State could successfully intervene.
 
We lived at our farm that had been in the family for over 200 years.  And things were old and sometimes didn't work well.  They didn't work well especially during the holidays when large family and friend gatherings were about to occur.  One year, the well went dry just hours before my mother was to serve a meal to about 25 family members. She ordered a water truck to come fill the well. My dad said that the water would just run out of the well and that she just had to patiently wait for the water level to restore itself.  This led to World War III.  Mom was packing her bags and leaving this old farm house forever.  Well, my Dad's patience with her saved the day, and a little help from a quick running spring gave us the water we needed.  All was well.
 
But the point is that during holidays that celebrate the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ, the spiritual enemy presses in and tries to steal the joy of the season.  Jesus said in John 10:10, "The thief comes not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."  Remember that Satan wants to destroy anything that would honor Christ-your holidays, your home, your family, even you.  But Christ is a life giver.  He came that we might have life to its fullest measure.  So when those thoughts creep in that do not reflect the life-giving joy of Christ, cast them down before they become actions.  If you can't seem to do that, call your pastor or a friend or 911.  Don't take Satan's bait.
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Daily Devotion: Two Ways to Be Happy - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
Praise the Lord! How joyful are those who fear the Lord and delight in obeying his commands. -Psalm 112:1
 
There are two ways that we can live our lives: the right way or the wrong way. There are two paths that we can take in life: the right path or the wrong path. The result is that we can live either the happy and holy way or the miserable and unholy way.
 
Everything you're looking for is found in a relationship with God. Take the story that Jesus told about the prodigal son. It appears from the story that he wanted nice clothes, great food, and parties. So he left home and spent all of his money. And then he returned home, empty-handed and miserable.
 
But what was the first thing his father did? He gave him some nice clothes. He ordered his servants to prepare some fine food. And then he said, "'We must celebrate with a feast, for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.' So the party began" (Luke 15:23-24). Everything the son was searching for was in his father's house all along.
 
The way to be a happy person will be found in what you do and don't do. Psalm 1:1 says, "Oh, the joys of those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or stand around with sinners, or join in with mockers." So these are things that happy people don't do.
 
But then the passage tells us what happy people do: "They delight in the law of the Lord, meditating on it day and night. They are like trees planted along the riverbank, bearing fruit each season. Their leaves never wither, and they prosper in all they do" (verses 2-3).
 
So happiness comes not only from what you do, but also from what you don't do.
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Magog Rising - Preview Trailer 

NOW SHIPPING!!!

More than 2,500 years ago, God gave the prophet Ezekiel an astonishing prophecy to give to the world, one that would be fulfilled in "the latter days." Many Bible scholars feel that the prophesied events, found in Ezekiel 38 and 39, could be fulfilled in the near future, and that we might already be witnessing the stage being set and the actors being moved into place, in light of current events happening in the Middle East, right now.
 
In Ezekiel 38, Russia, Iran, and an alliance of Muslim nations invade Israel due to a "hook placed in the mouth of Russia" to bring Russia down to invade Israel. That hook could very well be the natural-gas fields discovered off the coast of Israel or the more recent finding of massive oil deposits in the Golan Heights.
 
With Russian and Iranian military forces now cooperating  and engaging in combat in Syria, just miles north of the border of Israel, people are asking if these events are setting the stage for the fulfillment of what Bible scholars call the "War of Gog & Magog" that is supposed to take place in the End of Days?
 
Join us in this exciting new DVD as we examine Ezekiel 38 & 39 and the infamous war of Gog & Magog, and compare it to today's headlines and current events in the Middle East.
 
 
TO ORDER THIS NEW DVD - CLICK HERE
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	The Burden of Damascus and The Psalm 83 War - Preview



Now Shipping!
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War
 About the time of the end the biblical prophet Ezekiel tells of a future invasion of Israel by a vast coalition of nations, known as the battle of Gog and Magog, we find this in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39. As we read the headlines in the newspapers of today, and witness the conflicts in the Middle East, it's not hard to imagine that this invasion prophesied over 2600 years ago, could be fulfilled in the immediate future.  Ezekiel 36-37 predicts a gathering of the Jews to the nation of Israel, which will be followed by this massive invasion.  For 19 centuries, the Jewish people were scattered throughout the world, and until May 14, 1948, there was no nation of Israel to invade.  With the nation of Israel now a reality, the stage seems set for the war that will usher in the tribulation and the rise of the Antichrist; a war that will end with the destruction of Israel's enemies by God Himself, and lead to the signing of a peace treaty with the Antichrist.
 
As you read Ezekiel 38 and 39, it isn't just the creation of the nation of Israel that makes this prophecy seem likely to be fulfilled in the near future.  The nations that God tells us will form this coalition against Israel seem more likely now than perhaps ever before to form just such an alliance." The leaders of this coalition will be Russia and Iran, and currently both of these nations are right on Israel's doorstep, under the pretense of battling ISIS in Syria. I believe that there are a couple of unfulfilled prophecies that will lead-up to this massive invasion of Israel, and as we read today's headlines, we find that the fulfillment of these two prophesied events, could happen very soon! 
 
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War


To Order this Video on DVD Click Here!
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
 
[image: Gray]

If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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